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THE GBEAT 8T2IKE.

Address of th American Bail way Union
the Situation.

The American Railway union con-

cluded the labors of the convention in
Chicago, August 5,by the issuance of the
following address to the voters of the
United States:

"We, workingmen on the railroads of

the Uaited States and in connected
make this appeal to the voters

of our common country:

C"The American Railway union was or-

ganized in the common interest of all
workingmen upon the railways of the
United States and in connected indus-

tries, because of the partial or utter
failure of the class unions already in

"exiatenc; lo protect' railroad employes

from the aggressions and impositions
of their employers, the railway corpora-

tions of the country. The crisis and
hard times of the previous year, which
were themselves occasioned, we are con-

vinced, by the criminal conspiracy of

capitalists, formed also the occasion for
a pretended necessity of reducing the
wages of workingmen everywhere
throughout the nation. To protect
themselves in their extremities the rail-

way employes formed the American
Railway union in the hope that by op-

posing a united front they might be

able to defend themselves. Into this
union men working in conneoted indus-

tries were also admitted. No compul-

sion or undue influence was employed

to obtain member?, and no effort was
made to destroy the older brotherhoods.
The only intention was to bring about
a more perfect union in which the will

of the members should at all times rule,
and to thia end no strike was ordered
except on a majority vote of the local

unions themselves.
"Into this union at their own request

the employes of the Pullman Palace Car

company were admitted. As their
grievances were the cause of the present
general walk-ou- t it is proper at this
time to fully present for the considera-

tion of the voters of the United States
those grievances.

In the southern part of the city of
Chicago is situated the town of Pull-

man, where is located ft large manufac-
turing plant, embracing sleeping car,
freight car, street car, car wheel, and
other factories, besides foundries and
rolling mills. The title to the land in the
Pullman company, and all of the build-

ings thereon, except only, the plant of

the Allen Paper Car Wheel works, be-

long also to the Pullman company.
The houses are rented by the company

to the men, and while employes are not
compelled to live in these houses prefer-

ence is openly given to employes who

choose to live in them.
"When the crisis came, there was a

large force of men aggregating over
4,000 engaged in the service of the Pall-ma- n

company. This number was al-

most immediately reduced until no more

than 800 men were so employed, and
these, for the most part, were set to work

at piece work on a basis which netted
wages far below the ordinary; at the
same time rents were not reduced and
were closely collected both from the idle
and the working, so long as they had
the money to pay. The laws of the state
of Illinois do not permit of a deduction
from wages by an employer, but it was
the custom of Pullman to pay in two
checks, one being the exaot amount one
company for rent, water, gas, eta, and
the other for the remainder, if any, of
the wages after these deductions were
made. The collector always stood at
hand ready to receive the check for the
fvzuront due the Pullman company.

THE ADVOCATE,
Cases have been known where skilled
mechanics have drawn checks ranging
from 1 cent to $1 for two weeks' work
after this check had been deducted.

"When wages had been reduced in
this manner to the point where the
Pullman company was able to greatly
underbid its competitors, with the in-

evitable result that wages must event-

ually have been reduced throughout the
nation, and when it became also appar-
ent that the tenants would no longer be
able to pay their rents, and that a num-

ber of the houses would be vacated with
the result that rents would have to be
reduced, the Pullman company took con-

tracts at a figure lower than was offered
by its competitors, and also crowded the
production and repair of cars for its own
use, so that there were more men at
work in the shops than at any time in
the company's history.

"We submit to the intelligent voters
of the United States that the following
elements make up rental value, namely,
the supply of houses, the demand for
same, and the purchasing power of ten-

ants, which can alone make that de-

mand effectual. We submit, moreover,
that in case of the sudden reduction of
the income of the tenants below what
was necessary to maintain their former
standard of living, rents should be cor-

respondingly reduced, and that the ex-

penditures of a family are, in the order
of importance and necessity, first for
food and then for shelter and clothing.

"Under the regime thus introduced in
Pullman the workingmen found them-Delv- es

laboring from ten to sixteen hours
a day with the result that at the end of
the month their receipts had not bal-

anced their expenditures, and they were
compelled to aak credit of somebody.
The merchants had already granted dur-

ing the enforced idleness all the credit
their means would permit, many carry-
ing them to the extent of thonsands of
dollars. The Pullman's oompany did
not reduce rents. And at the time the
strike was inaugurated said tenants be-

ing the employes of the Pallman com-

pany were indebted for the one item of
rent to the extent of $70,000.

"Thus the workingmen found them-
selves in worse condition than did work-

ingmen in chattel slavery, inasmuch as
they did not receive their board and
clothea!or their labor, but found them-

selves in debt to their employer after
faithfully laboring for him. We submit
that each a condition of affairs was in-

tolerable, and that it is not strange that
the unorganized workingmen of Pull-me- n

should have chosen to unite and
that they have stood faithful to their
cause until thia day. They have nothing
but starvation to turn to or the most
humiliating slavery if they return .to
work.

"For nearly three months these men
remained idle, calling for no other as-

sistance from their fellows than finan-

cial aid. At the doss of that time, hav-

ing at all times held themselves ready to
submit the differences between them-

selves and their employer to arbitration,
they asked the American Railway union
to come to their assistance. The matter
tor was then fully investigated by a
committee seleoted by the convention
then in session at Chicago, and the re
port of this committee was sent to all
the local unions throughout the coun-

try. Theca local unions voted to refuse
to handle the cars of the Pullman Palace
Car company and to retire from their
positions if compelled so to do by their
employers. They thus recognized the
solidarity of labor, the common inter-
ests of all workingmen everywhere.

"In 1893, previous to tha organization
Cf thd American Utility C2i:a, thsra

had been formed at Chicago a combina-
tion of twenty-tw- o railway companies
under the name of the General Man-

agers' association. This association was
originally, perhaps, a merely social or-

ganization, but just previous to the
World's Fair, it was galvanized into life
for the purpose of fighting labor organi-
zations. Tha Chicago Herald of May 5,
1893, says of this association:

" 'The subject of common interest cams
in the avowed interest of the employes
of Chicago terminal lines to demand
higher wages during the World's Fair.
From that time tha association took a
new lease of life, and to-da-y there is no
more air-tig- railway association on tha
face of the earth. It took complete charge
of all matters dealing with tha relations
between employes and tha railroads.'
The same paper further says:

" 'Perhaps the strongest part of tha
association agreement is tha provision
which would practically force sympathy
strikes in case of a strike on any road in
Chicago. All the roads have bound
themselves to act in such strikes exactly
as though the strike were on their own
line. Raquiaitions for equipment or
men in any amount must be honored,
and a refusal of employes of other roads
to do the work of strikers would result
in their instant discharge. Meantime
outside agents would be hiring and ship-

ping in new men to take the place of tha
strikers.'

"It will be seen from this that previous
to the organization of the American Kail-wa- y

union, Juna 20, 1893, a combination
had been entered into by the railway
corporations to ruin labor organizations
and to depress the rates of wages
throughout the country.

"This General Managers' association
promptly came to the resoue-o- t the Pull-
man Palace ,Cir con.pany. It was
guilty of interfering with commerce be
tween the states and with tha carrying
of the United States mails by refusing
to carry passengers or express or mnili
unless also carrying the cars of tha Fall-ma- n

company. The animus of tha Gen-

eral Managers' association and . of the
railway corporations composing it, is
evident from the action of the Vander-bil- t

roads, which, while deadly enemies
of the Pallman oompany, came to the
assistance of the other roads which
carried Pallman oars. The only excuse
offered for the behavior of these com-

panies was that they were parties to con-

tracts compelling them to haul tha cars
and would be subject to claims for dam-

ages were they to break these contracts.
The laws in many states explicitly ex-

cuse a party to a contract from paying
damages when he is unabla to carry out
the contract because of a general strike,
and in states where there is no special
statute there is no doubt that this would
also be oovered under a fair construction
of the common law.,

"Besides, the contracts made with tha
Pullman company are exclusive in char-
acter, and the companies refuse to carry
the cars of other persons or corporations
on the same terms, which is in itself a
violation of the interstate commerce
act, as well as of the principles of jus-

tice, and also of anti-tru- legislation.
For these reasons we submit that the
contracts have no valid force and that
the contention of the railroads is a mere
pretense. We further submit that their
conduct proved clearly that their inten-
tion was to disrupt the organization of
railway employes and by treating with
them as individuals to reduce their
wages.

"Thus was the issue joined. There
were in different parts of the city and
country acta of violence committed
contrary to the orders of tha

officers and members of the American
Railway union, and in most oases, we
believe, by persons who were either ir-

responsible because of some mental
perversion or who were acting directly
under orders of the enemies of working-me- n.

It is evident, at any rate, that the
advantage because of any such disorder
could only accrue to the railway com
pames and in no sense to the men, and,
therefore, while it may be possible that
wa have suffered at the hands of our
overzealoua friends, we submit that
there is great likelihood that our ene-
mies have encouraged lawlessness to the
end that the police, militia, and army
might be called out to overawe and in-

timidate the men.
"Wa are not without proof that thia

is the esse. No sooner had this been
brought about than the advocates of
tha railway companies sought to iden.
tify their contention with patriotism
and to make it appear that the govern-
ment was on their side of the quarrel.
To this end they called upon their sym-
pathizers everywhere to pin upon their
coats tha national flag, which they thus
undertook to make an emblem of the
oppression of labor. We regret to say
that the federal government gave some
color to the corporations' claim that the
authorities were coming to assist them
in a partisan conflict, both by the un-
necessary sending of troops without
warrant of law and without request of
tha constituted local authorities, by the
one-side- d and offensive acts of the pub-li- o

prosecutor, late from a snug berth as
a corporation lawyer, by the blatant
mou things of the United States com-

mander and the no less tyrannical ut-

terances of the president himself. That
workingmen throughout the nation so
understood it, was evidenced by their
almost unanimous action in supporting
the strike, and it is to be feared that a
greater gulf than ever has been put be-

tween the people and their govern-
ment.

"Tha last chapter of this narrative
covers the double prosecution of the
officers and directors of the American
Railway union. They have been in-

dicted by the federal grand jury under
the anti-tru- st law for conspiring to in-

terfere with interstate commerce and
tha carrying of the mails. This law was
passed for the purpose of preventing
improper combinations of railways and
other carrying companies and when At-
torney General Olney was pressed to en-

force it against these companies he
stated that it was unconstitutional, and
therefore refused to do so. We further
submit lhat the American Railway
union has not interfered with interstate
commerce and the carrying of the mails,
and, furthermore, that neither the di-

rectors nor the officers had the power to
so interfere on behalf of the American
Railway union, as all such questions are
submitted to each local union. For the
same offense the same officers end di-

rectors were the second time arrested
under contempt proceedings by the
same court. An attempt was made to
bring them to trial without the privi-

lege of a jury. Into these prosecutions
as an assistant to the district attorney
and as the active prosecutor is called
the most eminent railway attorney of
Chicago, and no action was taken'to
hold railway managers in any sense re-

sponsible for the situation.
"Since the beginning of these actions,

the fact that the managers of the Atchi-
son, Topeka & Santa Fe have paid 7

million dollars illegally in rebates to
shippers has come to light through the
investigations of the bond holders. This
has been such a robbery of the stock-
holders tad bond-holde- of tha road


