
Another Wy to Bob the State.

The legislature of 18S6 appointed a
committee to investigate the remodel-

ing of the east wing of the state capi-to- l,

and the senate journal of that year
contains the report of the committee.
It may occur to benighted readers in
the rural districts that the necessity of
remodeling this wing so soon after
erection indicates some mistake or bad
calculation in the original construc-

tion, but sucji thoughts as - these must
not be encouraged. Don't architects
know how to build a state capitol? No
one can doubt that they do after read-

ing the report of this committee. The
report says:

"Early during the last session of the
legislature a resolution was adopted,
requesting the board of state house
commissioners to cause to be prepared
plans for remodeling the senate cham-ber.an- d

an estimate of the cost thereof,
and report the same to the chairman
of the committee of the ways and
means to enable that committee to re-

port an appropriation to carry the same
into effect. At this time the board
was composed of J. B. Anderson, John
Hammond and Hood, and E. T.
Carr was state architect. General An-

derson who had been a member of the
board since the organization, in 1878,

resigned in May, 1885, his placed be-

ing filled by Mr. Carr, who resigned
the position of architect, at $125 per
month, to accept that of commissioner
at $50 per month. Thomas Butler was
appointed commissioner in March,
1885, to succeed Mr. Hood, whose term
had expired, and the board
then and since, during the
entire progress of the work, has been
and now is composed fof Mr. Carr, Mr.
Hammond and Mr. Butler. Messrs.
Haskell and Wood, having, prior to

the resignation of Mr. Carr, performed
the assistant supervisory and architec-

tural services, at a salary of $250 per

month, were, upon hi3 resignation, ap-

pointed as a firm to the office of state

architect; but finding some difficulties
in drawing the necessary amount of
salary, the firm resigned, and Mr. Has-

kell was appointed state architect at a
salary of $125 per month, by law, and
his partner, Mr. Wood, was appointed
to do the assistant architectural and
supervisory services, at a salary of
$250 per month, fixed by the board,
since which time the state has been,
and is now paying $375 per month for
architectural and supervisory services,
besides paying S135 per month to a
superintendent during the time the
work was in progress.

" We now go back to the senate reso-

lution of 1885, asking for estimates of

the cost of remodeling the senate cham-

ber, etc. This resolution was spread
upon the records of the board, and in
p ursuance thereof, the then state arch-

itect, Mr. Carr, was requested to and
did prepare and submit to the board,
floor plans and sketches, and
an estimate in which he placed the cost

of the work at $75,000. Mr. Ander-

son, then one of the board, at the same

time estimated the cost of the work to

be done at $69,000, based upon the cost

of similar work done upon the west

wing; and thereupon the board ap-

proved the estimate of $75,000."

The appropriation was recommended
by the board and the legislature
enacted "that the sum of $75,000, or so

much thereof as may be necessary, is
hereby appropriated out of the general
revenue fund of the state for the pur-

pose of immediately commencing and
completing the work upon the east
wing of the capitol."

THE ADVOCATE
"From the facts already found, as

well as from the history of the appro
priation and the language of the act
itself, we are impelled to the further
conclusion, that the present members
of the board of state house commis-

sioners, as well as the architects, all
well knew that it was the intention of
the legislature to limit the expenditure
to be made upon the east wing to the
$75,000 named in the act, and we fur-

ther find that the board of state house
commissioners, in violation of their
duty, and in violation of what they
knew to be the intention of the legis-

lature and the law, being ably aided
and abetted therein by the architect,
who is equally culpable, have already
expended, including liabilities in-

curred, but not paid, more than $10,-00- 0

in excess of the amount appropri-

ated and that from fifteen to twenty-fiv- e

thousand more will be required to
complete the work.

"The board of state house commis-

sioners met once a month and in one
or two cases oftener went through a

routine of business, allowed the bills

that were allowed by the architects,
and went home rarely staying more
than a day, and frequently less for
which they were paid by the law $50

per month in reality about $50 per
day. Instead of giving the work such
personal supervision aa the best inter
ests of the state required, and as the
law makes it their duty to do, they
gave it no personal supervision, al
lowed it to take care of itself , turned
it over entirely to the architects, al
lowed them to run it without let or
hindrance; on their recommendation al-

lowed illegal claims amounting to hun-

dreds of dollars,and seemed in all things
to forget or neglect the duties and re-

sponsibilities which the law devolved
upon them as sworn officers of the state.

"The contract for the iron trusses
was not let to the lowest bidder; the
person to whom this contract was let
was in Topeka in consultation with the
board and architect, at their instance,
prior to the letting; he had purchased
material and commenced work on
these trusses prior to the letting, and

the contract was awarded to him upon
a bid $100 higher than the lowest bid
from an equally responsible bidder,
and while we do not find from this

that there was corruption and dishon-

esty which the facts would seem to in-

dicate of course not Ed. we do find

a seeming favoritism which, to say the

least, is suspicious, and which oper-

ated to the detriment of the state. It
is but fair to the board to say that
their explanation of this matter is, the
person to whom this contract was
awarded agreed to furnish the work
fifteen days sooner than any other
bidder; but in fact he was more than
fifteen days behind the time fixed in

the contract, and yet no deduction was
made on account thereof.

"The board allowed work to be
done and material to be furnished
amounting to thousands of dollars,
without any written contract, the per-

son doing the same presenting his pay-

rolls and bills on which he was allowed
by the board pay for his own services,
and all expenses as reported by him,
and in addition thereto 10 per cent, as

a perquisite."
The committee then proceeded to

point out defects in construction and
material, and poor workmanship which

make the chamber very unsatisfactory

after it is finished, and add:

"It is in vain that we are told that
the board have retained money on

these contracts, which will not be paid

until these defects are cured, and that
these matters resulted from the great
hurry to get the chamber ready for oc

cupancy. This defective material and
work should never have been permit
ted, and having been done under the
eyes ot the architects, the most we can
expect will be an attempt to patch or
cover up the most glaring defects,
leaving the others to be criticised and
condemned for all time."

It will not be "for all time," for by
the time the building is completed the
part of it first erected will be tumbling
to pieces. The stone of which it is
built is unfit for such a building. It is
too soft, and is already crumbling in
many places. The whole thing is a
fraud from basement to dome, and the
stealing indicated in the report of this
committee is but a drop in the bucket
compared to the sum total of the rob-

bery of the state in this one job alone.
If there is any department of the pub-

lic service in which corruption and
fraud have not been the rule, we have
not found it yet. And the republican
party wants a campaign of party
records.

Consistency !

Editor Advocatk: While the re-

publican g (?) Charles Cur-

tis, nominee for congress, is lending
his "franking privilege" to the repub
lican state central committee to save
postage on the committee's circular
giving the treatment of certain sub-

jects of the Winfield institutes, I should
like to know why that circular don't
take in the Osawatomie insane asylum,
of which Dr. L. F. Wentworth, a re-

publican, is superintendent. Dr.
Wentworth "Filchered," a subject here
not long since; the subject grew fat
and stout, and is now happy at his
home, and writes back here to his
friends of his satisfaction. Dr. Went-

worth says that there are about twenty
more here at the asylum that should
have the same treatment; that it
would be the best thing for their hap-

piness, their friends' and their rela-

tives', and save the expense to the
state of holding them here to wear out
a most wretched life, but that public
opinion will not tolerate it. I cannot
believe that there is an intelligent, up-

right individual in Kansas that will

censure Dr. Wentworth. However, if
Curtis and Leland wish to furnish pos-

terity one of their surgery,
let them be consistent and give all the
cases.

The crowd up there at the capital of
the state don't seem to think that we

know much down here any way, or
t hey would not have sent the "lost re
p ublican United States senator, Ady,
down here to tell us last night the
20th in st I hat the Kansas Populist
delegation in congress voted for the re-

peal of the Sherman law. He spoke of

the government ownership of railroads,
and said if railroaders got injured, or
killed he could not recover of Uncle
Sam; "that he didn't know just what
subject to speak to the people on," the
only truth the Douglass house senator
uttered that I heard of.

Talk of "hogging" a convention!
Cy Corning would have given alius
fellows down here that hold his notes
a nomination in his convention just as
well as not if he had a grateful hair on

him. But perhaps he forgot.
Osawatomie, Kas. Jim M. Kane.

See oar 10 cant campaign offer in this
issue, and bead in a club. You caa't
convert people without getting them to
read.

Get up a club for tha Advocate.
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Guarantees
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The fact that nood's Sarsaparilla has cnrCi!

thousands ot oiners is ctTiaimj anc-

ient reason for belief that it will cure

you. It makes pure, rich, healthy

blood, tones and strengthens the
nerves, creates an appetite, and builds

up the whole system. jiememoer

Mood's
11 ILqffitW&fi&fo

Sarsa-- .
t

Be sure to get Hood's Z7J S
and only Hood's. rW
Unnrl's Dllla ftrft nurehr vegetable, band

mado, perfect la proportion and appearance.

The Fall in Prices.

In its forthcoming silver anniversary
number, the American Grocer, of New
York, will publish under the above
caption the following table of prices of
the leading articles of food for 18fl9

andl8UI:
W9. 189i.

Flour, per barrel I 6.G2 f a30
Sugar, per pound 13 .04

Tea, per pound 69 .2H.i
lllce, per pound W .04j
Mosa beef, per barrel 11.41 8,1

Mesa pork, per barrel 81.04 13.80
Lard, per pound 18 .07

Cheese, per pound .1 .1

Canned tomatoes No. 8. doz.... 2.10 ,B5 t
Canned corn No. 3, doz ;. 2.73 ..80
Canned peaches No. 8, doz 3.50 1.80
Canned salmon No. 1, doz 3.75 1.55

The satisfaction which the consumer,
were he only a consumer, might take In
the contemplation of these flgurea i3

marred by the thought that he as pro- - I
ducer is himself the victim of the
steadily appreciating currency whose
inevitable manifestation is wrongly set
down as "the fall in prices" not of
food products alone, but of every
other product of labor.

There is one man in this country
who has prolited by this changed con-

dition. He is the landlord, and every
drop in the grocer's price list affords
him a new excuse for raising the price
of his rent, which he has done with
regularity and firmness during the last
twenty-iiv- e years. The capitalist (save
the one who loaned his money on a
long-tim- e contract), the merchant, the
wage-earne- r all have suffered by the
change, and that means that the coun-
try as a whole has suffered.

This "fall in prices" has been ac-

companied by a steady reduction in
the amount of wages paid, or, where
wages have been maintained, the num-
ber of men employed has been cut
down, with the result worse than a
lowered wage scale. To-da- y thousands
of men and women and little children
in this free land of ours thank God
every night that they are allowed to
wook at all and earn a miserable pit-
tance by performance of cruel tasks,
while hundreds of thousands more can
find no work whatever and live on the
scanty earnings of their more fortun-
ate fellows, or tramp and beg or steal
that they may not die from actual
starvation.

Let us not rejoice that the grocers'
bills are not so big in dollars and cent3
as once they were, for that result has
been accomplished through the sacri-
fice of men and women whose lives
have gone out in hopelessness and de-

spair beneath the merciless wheels of
monopoly's juggernaut. TheCgum
here given are the unsealed verdict in
the court of natural law which stamps
the fiscal legislation of the last quarter
of a century as a crime against the
people. Chicago Times, September 25,


