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LABOR NEWS..
KAK3A3 PITY HEXT YEAR.

A. T. of L. Convention Will Come Farther
Weat Next December,

The American Federation of. Labor
held lta seventeenth annual convention
at Nashville, Tenn.; last week. It was a
notable meeting and accomplished great
things for the caiiBO of labor.

Kanaaa City gets the next convention,
being successful over Detroit by a vote
of l,3i)6V4 to 806'i President Samuel
Gompers was by a vote of
1,845 to 407 for Ernest Kreft, of Phila-
delphia. P. J. McHulre, James Duncan,
Robert Askew and M. M. Garland were
chosen Vlco Presidents, and John Brown
Lennon and' Frank Morrison were re-

elected Treasurer and Secretary respec-
tively without opposition. Andrew Fur-usut- h,

of San Francisco, was chosen a
member of the Legislative committee.

President Gompers' annual report was
a strong document. It was read at tho
opening session Monday, and in part U
as follow:

"During the early part of the year my
attention was called to the fact that
there was an effort being made to divide
the labor movement of the country on
geographical lines. This was studloiHy
fomented and afterward openly avowed.
The employing class, the wealth posses-
sors, the corporate power of our country,
allow no geographical lines to interfere
with the recognition of the identity of
their interests. In everything that af-

fects them alike they stand a unit. The
territory of our country is extensive, but
not large enough to admit of a division
of our labor movement. Our efforts and
our hopes should not be circumscribed
by cities, States or geographical divi-

sions of our country; our aim should be
to unite the workers of our continent
nnd to strive to attain the unity, soli-

darity and fraternity of the workers
of the world."
SUCCESS OF THE MINERS' STRIKE.

Of the miners' strike he says:
"Above all stands out in bold relief

the success attending the miners' con-

test, an increase of 22 per cent, in wages
having been secured for more than 0,

and some increase, though not so
large, for all other coal miners.

"An incident connected with the min-

ers' strike requires special mention here.
While a body of unarmed and defense-
less miners were marching upon the pub-li- o

highways from Hazelton to Latimer,
Pa., they were met by the SherifT of
the county with a posse of armed mer-

cenaries, who, without cause or provo-
cation, and in violation of the constitu-
tion and natural rights of men, turned
upon them and in cold blood murdered
twenty-tw- o, and maimed and crippled
as many more of them. All reports
agree that the men attacked were vio-
lating no law, guilty of no wrong, many'
of them shot to death while, fleeing from
their malignant pursuers. This crime
against our laws, this brutality against
Inoffensive men, the wall of widows and
orphans, the wounded pride of American
Citizenship and common humanity cry
out not only that Justice shall be meted
out to these modern hyenas but that
never again shall so great a, wrong be
Inflicted upon any of our people."
; POSTAL SAVINGS BANKS.

On the subject of postal savings banks
Mr. Gompers says: : ;

"The establishment of a postal sav-
ings bank eystem and also a postal tele-
graph system, long since demanded by
organized labor, seems nearer
ulishment than at any previous time.
Powerful allies have been won to our
side of these demands, and public opin-
ion haa undergone much of a change
in their favor. A effort
on our part will beyond doubt soon
result In success.

"It la worthy of note that a greater
public spirit is being manifested all
through our municipal life. And mu-
nicipal ownership of public works, a
bugaboo of a decade ago, when first
demanded by labor, is now fast becom-
ing popular. It is safe to say that there
la now a more extensive municipal
ownership and control of water-work- s,

gas and electric light systems and other
features, which, in their natures, are

, monopolies, than la extant elsewhere
in the world. Our ' fellow unionists
should urge with renewed visor the
extension and practical application of
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this prlnclplo so conducive to our gen-

eral well-bein- g.

CONVICT LABOR SYSTEM.

"The evils of the convict labor sys-

tem as. conducted in many of our penal
institutions of the several States are
only modified to a very slight degree.
However, the system now in the State
of New York has proved to be the best
solution thus far obtained. That eystem
provides that convicts be employed at
such work as to provide the necessities
for the maintenance of themselves and
tho eleemosynary institutions of the
State. It is urged that system be ex-

tended to all other States as one of the
best means to solve the problem. In
the meantime we should endeavor to
secure- the passage of the bill known
as the O'Neill bill, which, with slight
changes, would bc.of great advantage.

GOVERNMENT BY INJUNCTION.
"Within the last year the evil of

these injunctions has been more fully
demonstrated. In the miners' strike
injunctions werer issued made returnable
fully seven weeks after the writ was
issued, evidently with the purpose of
crippling the efforts of the miners' off-

icials, and our fellow unionists who co-

operated with them, in the hope that
by the time the writ was made return-
able the strike would be ended. Though
the Injunctions were frequently Ignored
and violated, the companies or the
courts deemed It prudent to avoid arrest-
ing the men for contempt. It ia but
just that the workers Insist upon being
regarded as equals before the law, and
that In their activity to prevent In-

fringement upon their rights, and their
hopes and struggles to maintain their
manhood, extra judicial proceedings
should not He against them as is now
the case by the use, or, more properly
stated, abuse of the powers of the courts
in the issuance of writs of injunction.
BOYCOTTS AND COURT DECISIONS.

"Recently one of the 'branches of the
Federal courts decided by a majority
vote that the boycott is Illegal. Whether
the decision rendered is applicabe to all
cases or simply to the pne under im-

mediate consideration has not yet fully
transpired. It is manifest that the
workers should have the same rights
which other citizens enjoy the right
which neither constitutions grant nor
courts can deny the right to stand by
our friends, patronize our sympathizers
and and to withhold our
patronage from those who are antago-
nistic to us and our cause; and the fur-

ther right to acquaint our people with
our preferences. While there is no de-

sire here to argue in favor of our rights,
we should demand the change of any law
which curbs the privilege and the right
of the workers to exercise their nor-
mal and natural preferences. In the
meantime we should proceed as we have
of old.

WANTS A CABINET PLACE.
"From the foundation of our govern-

ment up to the present day the repre-
sentatives of business and commerce
have had absolute and exclusive repre-
sentation in the Cabinet and every de-

partment of our government. Since
the wage-earne- of our country are
so essential to its well-bein- g, and since
they form so large 'Hind overwhelming
number of the manhood and citizen-
ship of the United States, it does seem
as if the interests and the needs of la-

bor require a direct representative in
the councils of the President. For these
reasons and numerous others unneces-
sary to recount here, it is recommended
that we should Insist upon our original
position on this measure."

WHAT STRIKES ACCOMPLISHED.

At the afternoon session Secretary
Frank Morrison read his report, which
was In part as follows:

"An effort was made to secure definite
Information as to the gains ami losses
unions sustained by strikes. While the
information obtained does not cover all
the strikes and lock-out- s, yet the re-

sults achieved by those reported are
more than favorable to the strike as a
weapon to be used when all other meth-
ods fall to procure proper reward- - for
labor.

"A careful compiling of the reports
shows that 276 strikes were officially
noticed, involving 164,872 workers, and
that out of this number 18 were won,
thirty-on- e compromised and thirty-thre- e

lost. The number of persons ben-
efited was 163,407, and 940 did not re

ceive a substantial benefit It will read-
ily be seen that the thirty-thre- e strikes
lost were minor ones, for the reason
that so few failed of benefit."

Treasurer John Brown Lennon made
his annual report, which, In part, fol-

lows:
"Total income, $21,808.27; total ex-

penses, $19,113.83; November 1, 1897,
balance, J2.694.44; November 1, 1897,
In hands of Treasurer, $2,694.44; No-

vember 1, 1897, in hands of Secretary,
$1,000; total funds, $3,694.44."

A full report of the work accomplished
by the convention will be given next
week.

The selection of the place of holding
next year's convention Bhould mean as
much to Kansas as it does to Kansas
City. There is no stronger organized
town In the United States in proportion
to ltd size than Kansas City, and the
Federation will get a reception to be
proud of next December. The Kansas
organizations which have any right to
do so ought to take an enthusiastic in-

terest in the matter.

Benefit of Ehortor Work Day,

Here is ome good shorter work-da- y

testimony irom the Galveston, Texas,
Tribune, In an editorial headed "Shorter
Day, Same Results:"

"The employing job printers of New
York are taking a very narrow view in
resisting the demand for a nine hour
day. They would lose nothing by the
concession, and they must make it in the
long run because reason anu good con-

science approve it.
"It Is the judgment of experience as

well as of philosophy that in the most of
trades, in most kinds of labor, whether
physical or mental, a man will do as
much work In nine hours a day, on the
average of the year, as in ten hours a
day, because there is a limit to endur-
ance beyond which effort ia vain. A
printer may put in ten hours at compo-
sition, and be ever so faithful, without
turning out more product than if he had
worked nine hours a day for the same
period. It is a question of how much he
can do, not of whether he be engaged
ten or nine hours. Many trustworthy
employers and observers hold that eight
hours ia sufficient and will accomplish
the same results. The experiment of a
nine lour instead of a ten hour day for
printers was made in this office three
years ago, when the composition was
done by hand, and was entirely satisfac-
tory. It would have been the rule still
under the same conditions.' Machine
composition hours are much shorter still
by general ' agreement throughout the
country, but there is no argument cm the
question of hours because the work is
done by the piece.

"As a rule the man who works by the
day will accomplish fully as much for his
employer in reasonable hours as in a
day which taxes his energy, his patience
and his sense of fairness. Year by year
the short day gains friends, and the
whole current of labor is irresistibly
setting that way, because It Is the better
and the wiser way."

Buffalo Union No. 9 is conducting
an aggressive campaign against the Ex-

press, being ably assisted by the allied
printing trades and organized labor in
general. Editor Matthews found it nec-

essary to issue a circular appeal to his
advertising patrons a week or so ago;
but the union officials replied in a like
manner, and the advertising columns of
the paper mentioned indicate that the
merchants are inclined to favor the
union's side of the controversy. At
present writing the conditions are fa-

vorable to a victory of the allied trades
in the near future. Typographical
Journal.

SAFETY IN BUYING SEEDS.
There is no other way to measure the

value of seed than by the value of the
crop. A good crop simply cannot come
from poor seed. Second-rat- e seed will
waste good land, good fertilizer and
good labor, and the crop won't pay ex-

penses. Now, as the practical fanner
cannot afford to waste time testing seeds
to find out whether they are ,true to
name, sound and clean, it stands to
reason that the only safe way to buy
seeds is to seek the protection of a name
that has stood for reliability in the past.
The great seed house of D. M. Ferry &

Co., Detroit, Mich., has sold seeds all
over the United States and Canada for
the last forty-tw- o years, and the steady
growth of the business is a sure indica-
tion that Ferry seeds have given satis-
faction. Ferry's Seed Annual for 1898,
a standard guide for farmers and. gar-
deners, containing much valuable In-

formation,- is. sent free to persons writ-
ing for it

Printers Will Agitate Label.

Typographical Union No. 121 is mak-
ing a vigorous effort to see that union
shops get most of the printing in To-

peka. A label committee is now very
much In evidence, and there will be no
let up until the ground has been thor-
oughly canvassed. The Typographical
Union fs the strongest in Topeka, and
as It is, of course, backed up by the
Trades Assembly and all the other
unions the business men will not need
much urging to see the business sense of
acceding to the request set forth In th,
following circular, which was issued lasi
week:
To the Business and Profesional Men of

Topeka:
Topeka Typographical Union No. l"l

is making an effort to call the attention
of the business and professional men of
Topeka to a matter of some Importance
to you and to us. The trades unionists
of the city represent a portion of our
population that can be of benefit to all
who will benefit them. They stanA
ready to help you In your business if
you will help them in theirs. We believe
we can make common cause for each
other. A list of merchants and profes-
sional men will be gathered in the near
future for guidance of trades unionists
of the city, and a vigorous campaign Is
to be Inaugurated In favor of patronizing
those who patronize us.

There are in Topeka a number of well
established printing houses, a list of
which is appended hereto, which hire
union printers, pressmen, and bookbind-
ers, and pay wages ranging from $15 to
$35 per week, and hire none but skilled
labor in the various departments. They
are either paying taxes on valuable
property or are renting large, centrally
located buildings, thereby being a ben-
efit to the city. These establishments
employ a large number of persons who
are heads of families, who are either
taxpayers direct or by renting. The
wages of these workmen amount to hun-
dreds of dollars weekly, most of which
finds its way into the merchant's till or
the professional man's pocket. Besides
this, the proprietors of these establish-
ments are public-spirite- d men, alive to
the interests of the city and always
ready to aid public enterprises. There is
another class of printing establishments
in Topeka. They hire unskilled boys
and girls, thereby depriving the heads of
families from earning a living for a de-

serving family, work all sorts of hours
at all sorts of prices, and as a general
thing force work on the public unfit for

A Close Call
There are lots of close calls and hair-

breadth escapes in our new
and exciting Serial

The Great K. & A.

Train Robbery
By Paul Leicester Ford

If you want a realistic and entertaining
narrative of railroading in the west, read
"The Great K. & A. Train Robbery!
when it is published as
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