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"What is the outlook for the reform forces for the coming year?" ia a ques-

tion that is of timely interest. The outlook in this State is exceedingly good.

In less than a year the present State administration has made a showing that
is unequalled by any previous record. Governor Morril's "good business ad-

ministration" is away below zero in comparison. It was said at first that
it would be impossible to bring the large corporations to time that the new
State officers would merely be making a laughing stock of the State and this
was Bald by persons who fully admitted that there were abuses practiced and
wrongs to be remedied. What has been the result? Look at what Attorney
General Boyle, Superintendent McNall, Superintendent Stryker and the other
officers have accomplished an enumeration is unnecessary. The State has a
Governor who i3 determined to see progress made, and his administration
Fhows decided progress. What has been done is simply a start; final results
and greater accomplishments are to come later. The voters who elected Gov-

ernor Leedy and the other Stateofflcers have a right to be proud of what
the administration has done, and they are confident that it will do a great
( il more.

What the future will see is always an interesting topic. Governor Leedy
is confident that there will be no backward march. He believes that the
reform forces will not consent to any compromise, and said so emphatically
in a recent conversation. He thinks th at the compromise suggested in the
matter of the silver ratio by Boies will not receive much con-

sideration. He said:
"The people who voted for Mr. Bryan are just aa ready now to stand by

their principles as they were last fall, and they do not want any retrogres-

sion. While we will welcome all who stand for the same great principles,
no matter under what names they come, we are not asking for any com-

promise, and there is no need for one. It ia too early yet to say what na-

tional issues will be Involved in the Congressional elections next fall, as
they will come up after the close of the present session of Congress. What
is being done in this State is before the public, and our present policy will
be continued."

The question, "What, in your opinion, can the reform forces expect to
accomplish during the coming year, and along what lines should they work
to bring about the best results?" was addressed to a number of other prom-

inent reformers, and the replies of ex- - Senator Peffer, Hon. Wharton Barker,
editor of the Philadelphia American, and Governor Silas A. Holcomb, of Ne-

braska, are given below. Mr. Bryan was twice telegraphed to at the City of
Mexico, but no answer was received, and the Advocate and News also at-

tempted to reach Hon. Thos E. Watson, Senator Harris and a number of other
prominent reform leaders. The replies published in this article will, however,
show something of what the leaders th Ink will be done in 1898.

Peffer.
Editor Advocate and News: Before

your question can be answered intelli-
gently one must have some understand-
ing as to what is meant by "reform"
and who constitute "reform forces."

I believe that the reforms now most
needed are those prominently men-

tioned in the national platforms of the
People's party, and that those persons
who favor them are the individuals that
will compose the "reform forces" of the
country.

With this understanding of terms, I

think the first step necessary to be taken
is the getting together, in one body, of
all the believers in the essential doc-

trines of the Populist creed. Thi3 plan
which, like a net cast in the sea and
gathereth in of all kinds, would in-

clude such Democrats, Republicans, Pro-

hibitionists, Single Taxers, Socialists,
Nationalists and all others, If any there
be, that are in sympathy with the Pop-

ulist movement.
Summarized, the tenets of the Peo-

ple's party creed are these:
1. Equality of rights and opportuni-

ties among the people.
2. All men are equally entitled to the

use of the natural resources of subsist-
ence in procuring a livelihood. What
a man honestly earns ia his, and he
ought to be protected in its enjoyment.

3. Fair .play between employer and
employe.

4. Proportional representation.
5. Public ownership and management

of public utilities.
6. Right of the people to propose and

pasa upon all Important measures of
legislation.

7. Full legal tender national paper
money loanable at loan rates of Inter-
est through government banks In which
depositors are secured against loss.

8. Unrestricted coinage of silver and
gold at the present legal ratio of 16 to 1.

9. Graduated income tax.
10. Public revenues limited to public

necessities.
This means putting the people in

the saddle. It means to do away with
private monopoly of all things and of
everything that of right belongs to the
whole people land, fuel, water, light,
the highway, transportation, money, etc.
It means employment for the public and
protection to labor; it means that every
vote cast shall have its Just proportion
of Influence on the result of elections;
it means taxation that shall operate

Justly on the people that pay; it means
public railways and canals, public coal
mines, and public management of indus-
trial enterprises whenever it shall be
necessary to protect the jJeople that
work; it means public banks with safe
depositories for savings; It means gov-

ernment money always good without
redemption in coin; it means public loan
agencies.low rates of Interest, low rents
and freer access to land.

But the first thing to be done, the
only effective work that can be done
now in this great national movement,
Is to get together in one body, adopt a
creed made up of such of these princi-
ples as we can agree upon; take a new
name and organize for effective work
throughout the country In the Congres-
sional and State campaigns of next year,
preparatory to the greater contest of
1900.

So far as national politics are con-

cerned we can do nothing elser effectively
until this is done. Our friends are not
only not organized they are disorgan-
ized. We must get together and be or-

ganized. This can be done only by those
who are earnestly seeking substantial
reforms in our laws and government
getting together In one great body with
one creed, one name and one flig. We
should soon have a majority of voters in
a majority of the States, a majority In
the country at large, and we could thus
secure a majority of Congressmen,
United States Senators and Presidential
electors. Then, if we did not effect some
of the reforms we advocate, the failure
would be because we are not sincere.

In the meantime Populists, in States
which they control, can do much to put
our theories into practice. They can In-

augurate the scheme of manufacturing
or raising supplies at the State institu-
tions for use among the classes that
have become public charges. It is prob-
ably too early and too expensive, with-
out due preparation and adequate cause,
to enter at once upon the construction
of a system of State railways; but a good
beginning can be made by employing
Idle persons in improving common roads
and bridging streams, constructing city
works and erecting State and county
buildings. In payment for such labor
the State might provide a fund, within
a reasonable limit, of labor certificates
redeemable in taxes. In cases where
there ia serious trouble between coal
operators and miners the State might
condemn the coal lands, pay for them
and work the mines for the public In-

terest. Let the same course be taken
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HON. JOHN W. LEEDY,
Oovernor of Kansas.

in cases of manufacturing plants where
the common good requires it.

There is one open field ready for the
reapers taxation. Here is an Inviting
harvest. Devise a fair, honest method
of raising public revenues and the people
will rise and bleas us. It can be done.
If there is a will, the way will be found.

But if we do nothing more, we can at
least take good care of what has been
placed in our keeping, and be frugal
and clean. W. A. PEFFER.

Hon. Wharton Barker.
The People's party has now the oppor-

tunity to unite all those who want re-

form and to conduct a campaign that
will end in 1900 In victory for the people
over the oligarchy of wealth that now di-

rects the policy of the government. If
this opportunity Is to be seized, if thia re-

sponsibility Is not to be shirked, the
campaign must be opened early. The
People's party is now sadly .disrupted
and weakened, there Is discord that
brings weakness, not the union that
brings strength. To bring about union,
reform the shattered lines of the Peo-

ple's party, stop suicidal bickering, put
an end to the working without any har-
mony of understanding and hence at
cross purposes, I urged the holding
of a national nominating con-

vention of the People's party next
April or May. Only by opening the
campaign thus early can there be as-

sured ample time for education and or-

ganization, only by so doing can the
People's party be restored soon enough
to its once high estate to enable It to
expound its principles and recruit
needed millions of votes that must be
found outside the People's party. Time
must be given to show that the People's
party and it alone stands for equality,
equality of opportunity for all, and that
this demands the carrying out of these
cardinal tenets of the People's party:

Creation and maintenance of an
honest measure of values; free coin-
age of gold and silver; gov-

ernment ownership and operation of
railroad, telegraph and telephone lines;
opposition to trusts; opposition to
alien ownership of land, and court-mad- e

laws; recognition of the right of
the people to rule, 1. e., the initiative
and referendum.
On such a platform and under the

leadership of courageous and aggressive
Presidential and Vice Presidential can-

didates, I believe the reform forces would
in two years and a half embrace a large
majority of the people of the ccAintry.
All those engaged in productive indus-
tries, on farm and plantation, in mine,
mill and factory, and In transporta-
tion operations, would see long before
the end of the long campaign proposed
that under the flag of the People's party
there was liberty, justice and equality of
opportunity; and under the flag of the
oligarchy of wealth, industrial slavery
and ruin. WHARTON BARKER.
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Oovernor Silas A. Holcomb.
Populist principles, ridiculed and de-

spised a few years ago, wero indorsed by
the votes of 47 per cent, of the American
people in the Presidential election of
last year. Disappointed and chagrined
at the failure of the present administra-
tion to bring about a relief from existing
conditions, mvany thousands who sup-

ported plutocratic principles in 1896 are
looking to our cause for relief.

It should be the duty of honest, pa-

triotic Popullsta during the coming year
to harmonize and bring together In
united action every element opposed to
single standard corporation control.
Wise, energetic, united action Bhould re-

sult in large gains for advocates of our
principles irr the Congressional delega-
tions and prepare the way for success in
the Presidential canvass of 1900. Ne-

braska stands ready to do her. share;
every indication points to the
of Senator Allen and a solid reform Con-

gressional delegation, two of our Con-

gressmen at present being Republicans.
Personal prejudice and partisan ani-

mosity should be tempered by patriotic
impulses and the great army of reform
should march In the serried ranks to
sure success and overwhelming victory
during the approaching year.

May the Advocate and News do ita
share in discomfiting the political enemy
of American liberty and national prog
ress. SILAS A. HOLCOMB.

Plans.

The meeting of the executive com-

mittee of the middle-of-the-ro- Popu-li- bt

organization resulted in an agree-
ment upon a numlier of recommenda-
tions, principal jimong which is one
that the Presidential convention shall
be held next April. Another meeting Will
be held at St. Louis, January 12, to
which the Populist national committee
is invited, to map out the preliminaries
of the Presidential and Congressional
campaigns. The platform suggested
declares for full legal tender paper
money, free coinage of botn gold and
ellver, tha issue of all money by the
government, to be circulated in the
ordinary course of public bdsiness or to,
be loaned at a low rate of interest,
such issue not to exceed $50 pen
capita, government ownership and
operation of telegraph, telephone and
railroad lines, opposition to alien or
speculator ownership of land, opposition
to court-mad- e law and trusts, and the
adoption of the" initiative and refer-niu- m

and the imperative mandate.

Gov. Stephens (Dera.), of Missouri,
opposes fusion in, that State except In
local affairs where it is necessary to beat
the Republicans.

The government appropriation for the
Omaha Exposition has been increased
by additional gift of f 10,000.


