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BUSH DEMANDS REPORTS.

Corporations Are Asked to Comply With
-- Xaw and Make Annual Statements.

The law requires that corporations
chartered under the laws of Kansas for
profit shall file annual statements with
the Secretary of State. There are about
20,000 Kansas charters on file. Probably
8,000 of these are churches, lodges and
other organizations which are not
money-makin- g enterprises. Probably
half of the remainder are companies
which never existed or which have out-
lived their usefulness and are not now
In active business. But of the thou-
sands remaining only 200 make the re-
ports required by law. Secretary Bush
has decided to make a systematic effort
to secure these reports. The penalty
for failure to report Is a $200 fine and
an additional $200 for every month that
the report is delayed. The statute pro-
vides for a detailed report but that usu-
ally used is of such a general character
as to convey no reasonable amount of
information as to the matters which
should be reported. Mr. Bush will re-
quire a report which shows the details
of the year's business in a fairly accu-
rate way. This information is needed
in the transaction of public business
and is of value to the corporations them-
selves. It is no effort to make trouble
for any one but Is simply an effort to
enforce a law which has long been a
dead letter. Mr. Bush's efforts will
prove of much value to the public and
will very much simplify the corporation
records in his office. It indicates a dis-
position on his part to enforce law and
to do his duty, which Is highly com-

mendable. This Inclination to give
6trict attention to the laws of the State
pervades the whole administration and
is one of Its principle elements of

McNall's Work Eeviewed.

Superintendent "Webb McNall sent a
statement for the insurance review of
the Chicago Times-Heral- d, January 1,
showing what he had accomplished for
the people of Kansas during 1897. It
makes a good showing and states the
facts. It is as follows:

"The administration of the department
for the past year has brought the fol-
lowing results:

"First Has materially reduced the
fire insurance rates in the State by
breaking up the combine.

"Second Has reduced nearly 50 per
cent, the number of losses litigated by
companies.

"Third Has demonstrated the legal
right of the department to supervise the
operations of insurance companies for
the benefit of the people.

"Fourth Has materially increased the
disbursements to city fire departments
for their relief fund.

"The suit brought by the Clarkson
rating bureau and the companies to
prevent the department from interfering
with their rating arrangements was de-

cided in favor of the department on the
preliminary hearing, and has resulted
in the companies competing for business
in a number of the cities of Kansas. In
these cities where competition has
opened up the people are now getting
their insurance at lower Tates, in some

) instances 20 per cent less than the
s-- former rates.

"In 1896 eighty-thre- e cases were filed
In the State courts of Kansas against
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Insurance In 1897 forty
four were filed. These figures speak for
themselves.
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companies.

"A determined and persistent effort
was made by some foreign insurance
companies to demonstrate that they
were above the supervision of the de-

partment and the laws of the State,
They sought the aid of the Federal
courts to protect what they termed
vested rights. To the average Kansan
these vested rights seem to consist in
tailing out of the State large Bums of
money in excess of the amounts repaid.
For a time these efforts, bolstered up
by partisan newspapers, were seemingly
successful, as was evidenced by the
shoutings of their own emissaries, the
Insurance press. But after an Inglorious
defeat by one of the contestants in its
chosen forum, and a realization of the
consensus of public opinion, the right
of the State of Kansas to supervise the
business of foreign Insurance corpora
tions within her borders has been estab
lished. And, at the present time, an-
other litigious company has decided to
withdraw from the State and is frantic-
ally endeavoring to disentagle Itself
from the meshes of the network of litiga-
tion which it has woven.

"Besides the collection and disburse-
ment of, the annual firemen's fund tax
for the previous year, and the amounts
appropriated by the Legislature of 1897

far the same purpose, this department
has collected and disbursed in excess of
$5,800 taxes due for the years 1894 and
1895. This amount should have been
collected by my predecessors."

Leland Makes a Statement.

After waging a war on Senator Baker
until defeat was Inevitable, Cy Leland
has given out a public statement In
which he says that Baker should be
allowed to control the appointments In
peace. The following Is a statement
relative to the matter which he made for
publication in Sunday's Capital:

"While I am opposed to Mr. Sterne
for Marshal, I have recommended no one
for that position. I was In hopes that
Senator Baker would recommend some
other man.

"Notwithstanding the newspaper talk
for the last six months, I have not at-

tempted to control any patronage what-
ever that belongs to Senator Baker.
Whatever I have undertaken to do In
the way of securing patronage for Kan-
sas ha3 been done with the desire to
assist Senator Baker in securing as
much patronage as possible for the Re-

publicans of the State.
"I recognize the fact that Senator

Baker should control the patronage in
Kansas, but I insist that I, like every
other Republican, have a right to pro-

test against the appointment of any man
whom I consider unfit and unworthy
to fill an appointment under this ad-

ministration. CYRUS LELAND."

Senator Teller has introduced a resolu-
tion declaring that the .bonds of the
government are payable in silver dollars
and declaring that "to restore to their
coinage such silver coins as a legal
tender in payment of said bonds, prin-
cipal and interest, is not in violation of
the public faith nor in abrogation of the
rights of the public creditor." This is
the Stanley Matthews resolution of
twenty years ago which received a two-thir-

vote in both houses.

The Loud bill to curtail newspaper
privileges in the postal service has again
been reported tathe House,
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STATE ALLIANCE MEETS.

Annual Session at Topeka Last Week With
Several Important Addresses.

The tenth annual session, which closed
a two days' session at a late hour Thurs
day evening, January 6th, was one of
unusual interest. There was a good at-

tendance of the tried and faithful. Ques-
tions for the advancement of the labor-
ing people from aflnancial, intellectual
and moral standpoint were discussed.
There seemed to be no selfish ambition
on the part of any one present; each
and all worked for what they considered
would be for the best Interests of the
order. Nearly everyone on the program
for the open meetings responded, and all
the speakers were given the closest at
tentlon by the entire audience.

The following are the officers for the
ensuing year:

President, Mrs. Emma Troudner, Car
bondale. ,

Vice President, W. B. Gasche, Hart
ford.

Secrtary, BIna A. Otis, Topeka.
Treasurer, P. M. Gilbert, Topeka.
Lecturer, Rev. J. O. Melvin, Quenemo.
Assistant Lecturer, A. B. Smith, To-

peka.
Chaplain, Mrs. Emma D. Pack, To-

peka.
Steward, O. L. Tabor, Burlingame.
The Agricultural college was ably rep-

resented by Proffessors Cottrell and Be-rni-s,

and during the last day's session
Peffer and Judge Doster en-

tertained the membership with able ad-

dresses. BINA A. OTIS,
Secretary.

The committee on resolutions con-

sisted of J. S. Scott, Osage county W.
B. Gasche, Hartford, and O. L. Tabor,
Carbondale.

The resolutions are:
The past history of the Alliance Is

such as to afford us sincere gratification
on the amount and nature of the work
accomplished. Never in history has any
organization come Into existence at a
more opportune time and never has an
organization accomplished an equal
amount of work within the same period
of time.
' We feel, however, that the work of
education of the farmer and his family,
together with all others engaged in kin-
dred pursuits, is far from complete, and
we therefore urge the necessity of a
revival of the Alliance principles, es-

pecially on the lines of socialism and
brotherly love, peace on earth and good
will to man, and the discussion of such
truths as will prepare the people for
the establishment of a golden rule age,
recognizing the fact that the earth is
the gift of the Creator and the heritage
of the race.

The farmer is the great wealth pro-

ducer of the nation and the one to
whom all people, regardless of occu-

pation, must look for the main staples
of life. Notwithstanding this fact the
great majority of working farmers re
ceive as their wages but the commonest
kind of a living, while those who farm
only on paper take the world easy and
live by the products filched from the pro
ducer. The great burden or taxation
rests with undue weight upon the shoul-
ders of the farmer, while the exploiting
class goes comparatively free. There-
fore, be it

Resolved. That we, the State Alliance
of Kansas, favor such change in our
taxation laws as will compel this ex
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ploiting class, or In other words, the
speculators, to pay their full Just share
of taxes for the maintenance of the gov-
ernment which protects them.

Resolved, That wo favor exemption
from taxation all the products of labor.

Mrs. Emma D. Pack read a paper on
"Who Should Be Held Responsible for
Our Government and the Enforcement of
Our Laws?" which was unanimously
approved by the Alliance. A resolution
was passed requesting Its publication.
Mrs. Pack said:

"This being a organiza-
tion, I have endeavored to handle this
subject from a standpoint.
If the declaration of our forefathers be
true, that this Is a government of the
people, by the people and for the people,
then the responsibility of our govern-
ment, both State and National, rests
upon each and every individual, whether
they have the full and free use of the
franchise or not. You ask, how can
this be when men are elected to1 fill
high offices for the purpose of enforc-
ing our laws? The Declaration of Inde-
pendence tells us that the people are
the government, and If that be true all
the people should have a voice In the law
making and law governing power.
Though they have not, yet they are in
a measure responsible and the burden
weighs heavy upon the
portion.

"First, let us see where the responsi-
bility begins. How Is it at the primaries,
that we have in every town and country
precinct, where the first steps are taken
to select the housekeepers for this great
home of ours? At those primaries the
bidders for the suffrage of the people
have their workers begging for the priv-
ilege of serving the dear people, or to
keep house for the rank and file, if you
please. It is nothing more or less this
State is the homo of the people therein.
Does anyone at those primaries then
ami there sound the keynote that all
may hear, and in words that shall go
ringing to the remotest corners of the
State say, 'No one but those whom we
have tried and found true will we entrust
with the management of our loved
home?' Do you go to your county con-
vention and there register your protest,
and from there to the State convention,
and say to those men asking for your
suffrage that they must be measured by
the same high standard of morals that
you would exact of the man whom you
would entertain in your parlor? Do you
say to those men asking for the posi-

tion of presiding over your State, the
men whom you are about to hire to en-

force the laws that will protect home,
wife, mother and children, that they
must be the highest, the truest, a noble,
pure type of integrity and honor; that
all this will be expected of the man to
whom you trust the guidance of your
great ship of state over the rough and
turbulent waves caused by political chi
canery, alike In all political parties?
Do you Impress upon the minds of those
whom you select that they will be, lr
elected, simply the servants of the peo
ple? That the people selected them as- -
their standard bearers, having faith that
each and every one of them represent
good government, sacredness of the
home with all Its purity, and take heed
that they betray not the trust and con-

fidence of the people? Do you Impress
upon their minds that they must place
no one on guard over this household of
yours who cannot bo measured by the
highest standard of manhood and

If von have not. you. the voterf, are
a3 much responsible as the official who -


