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Institutions with anything that It can
produce to advantage, and furnish tbem
at cost.

"While national legislation unques-
tionably has Its place, and while State
legislation la essential, It la also, in
my opinion, of fundamental importance
that we avail ourselves of the powers
already within our reach without wait-
ing for legislation not yet enacted."

THOS. E. WILL.

DON'T rOKUKT TIIK TKUHTS.

Congressman Lewis, of Washington,
called attention to an important phase
of national politics in fata recent address
at the Chicago Jackson day banquet.
Mr. Lewis truly said:

"Great and important as Is the ques-

tion, yet to me there arises that other
question what avail Is it to the poor
man should the government Increase his
money four-fol- d while allowing favored
monopolies to Increase their privileges
four-fol- d to take that money from him?
So long 33 the law permits the concen-

tration of wealth In the form of trusts to
dictate to the citizens the price of the
necessities of existence, the citizen's in-

creased dollar will be but the increased
sum "paid by that citizen for his exist-
ence. I say, therefore, that when these
monopolies, through prodigal bounties
obtained by. special legislation, can set
a value upon the poor man's privilege of
living there can be no relief in the ex-

pedients which palliate for an hour the
Increasing wealth.

"We have the spectacle confronting
us of the combined trusts controlling
seven billions, the consolidated banks
eleven billions, the railroad five billions,
yet Ibis vast wealth, one-thir- d of the
nation's rWH0SSln3 manipulated by
less ir,en than vIll fill the auditorium of
Chicago -- not ten thousand yet who by
virtue of tnls prodigious accumulation
and its power for evil, openly defy the
laws, corrupt the ballot box, and defile

the judiciary; and as a result of It all
they force thirty million people to yield
up their benefits and twenty millions of
people to forfeit their political righ a "

It is hardly probable that the silver
question wilt overshadow all others in
1S0C. While it will no doubt lead, Hie

Importance of regulating the trusts and
combines will certainly be recognized by
the people as a prominent Issue. It la a
question of governmental control or pri-

vate control of functions which belong
to the people alone. The Inroads of or-

ganized capital in this direction have
bern steady and sure, until they have as-

sumed Elarro.'TJg proportions, which have
bctu pointed out so frequently that It is
not necesso? y to reiterate them.

Trusts and combines are In every way
inimical to tub institutions. They are
mon.'irchs in the commercial world, !i

tuiing prices ond controlling outputs.
They make a jest of the assertion that
this is a free country. It is essential to
the welfare of the republic that they
should be firmly held in check. Had Mr.

Bryan been elected President before ac-

complishing any policy he would have
found it necessary first to crush out the
monopolies which would have used all
their power to defeat the restoration of
silver. He would have found himself
bound and hampered at every turn until
he had rid the country of the monetary
and commercial barons who form the
court of monopoly. Silver in itself is

not the only issue. Indeed, there can
be no complete restoration of that metal
to its former position while the trust
interests are present to defeat real re-

sults tending toward that end.
The monopolies are not a startling in-

novation; they are a natural production
of our competitive system. Their ex-

istence was inevitable. The present sys-

tem of living is in the nature of warfare
in which man Is commonly reckoned In-

ferior to property, and the man who can
by his industry in trickery, scheming
and thorough dishonesty, acquire con-

siderable wealth is counted very much
more successful in life than the one who
remains in an honest obscurity. 'All
methods seem to be as fair In our war-

fare of competition as in any war. When
forces fighting for the same end find

that by combination they can wage a
stronger fight, it Is but natural that they
should combine. That is the reason for
trusts and combines. They are united
to be more competitive In a general way,
to squeeze more out of producers and
consumers outside the combination. The
claim they sometimes make that orga-
nization is necessary to prevent demora-
lization of prices shows the straits of

competition. The strong crush out the
weak and since added strength comes by

combination the tru3t becomes a com-

mon institution of a competitive eoclety.
The people must do away with this

'
tendency toward feudalism. As Mr.

Lewis asks, what will It avail the poor
man if the amount of money in circu-

lation is increased while the use of
money is regulated according to the in-

terests of allied corporations? How
much better off will he be while trusts
have the power to say what he shall
pay for what he need3 to maintain life?
While the competitive system exists the
people will need to guard against the
encroachments of private power into the
domain of public rights. In the devel-

opment which has followed the civil
war we have been too careless; the priv-
ileges of the people have been usurped,
and no one campaign issue, however just
can gain back the ground that has been
lost. A fight that will win a lasting
victory must give defeat to all the op-

posing forces. The campaign of 1900

must bring a sweeping victory sweep-

ing in that It shall result in the downfall
of all foes of the commonwealth. Let
silver be the slogan, but let us not on

that account forget what should be done
to preserve all the rights of the people,
including as well as an honest money, a
full and honest use of that money.

TI1K MONETAKV COMMISSION.

The report of the monetary commis-
sion is radical to the extreme. It as-

sumes at the very beginning that there
i3 but one kind of money in this coun-
try, namely gold, and that greenbacks
and silver are mere expedients which
have a demoralizing effect upon the
people. It says: "A paper currency
issued by the government and circulat-
ing year after year without redemption
educates the people in false notions
concerning money." If such language
had been uttered thirty-fiv- e years ago
its author would have been branded as
a treasonable copperhead and banished
from the country, if not hung as a trai-

torous enemy. Surely what would have
been treason then could not be patriot-
ism now. And yet this monetary com-

mission pretends to be arguing far and
on behalf of the government. This re-

port also says: "There can be no doubt
that the aberration of judgment on the
money question by so many of our peo-

ple in recent years has been largely
due to the miseducating influences of
the greenback currency." That Is, the
greenbacks made the people crazy and
hence this commission urges that the
greenbacks be entirely withdrawn from
circulation. No one called the patriotic
soldiers and sailors and citizens crazy
in 1863 when they took the greenbacks
in order to save the very life of the
nation. But since the government has
made them worth dollar for dollar in
gold the people are called crazy for
wishing to retain them in circulation.
That la another way of saying "D n

the people, they don't know what they
want, they are crazy, anyway." The
people do know what they want, and
they do not want their labor cheap-

ened for the sake of making money
scarcer and dearer.

This report further says: "Such a
currency also lacks the Important qual-

ity of automatic adaptability to the va-

rying demands of business." That is,
paper money cannot be varied in volume
so as to meet the changing demands of

business. Hence, all paper money
should be withdrawn and gold only
used instead. But the premise is false.
Paper money is the most flexible cur-

rency that can possibly be used. Its
volume can be most easily adjusted by
law so as to meet any and all valu-
ations in the volume of business. But
gold as the sole medium would be the
most arbitrary and inflexible of all
kinds of money. The commission asks
Congress to pass a law which shall de-

fine the word "coin" to mean only gold.

But there is no danger that Congress
will do anything of the kind, not now,
at least, and probably never. Such a
law would give many a politician a
nightmare that would haunt him to
his political grave. The whole report is
illogical and untenable as a financial
scheme and is simply a forced argument
In favor of making money dearer and
thus inevitably cheapening labor and
the products of labor:

Isn't all this talk about giving up a
place on the State ticket rather foolish
at the present time? Why should there
be any rush to do anything of the sort
before any demand has been made from
the parties who are supposed to fill the
vacated places? There is no weak place
on the ticket. The Democrats and sil-

ver Republicans alike seem to bo satis-
fied with the present administration.
What has the Populist party to be
pfrald of that some of its members
should think It necessary to throw out
some of the best men that have ever
held State offices for mere political rea-

sons that seem to have no backing?

Of course no attention was paid to
Mr. Clemens' appeal on behalf of the
miners. It was merely a humanitarian
appeal, not a financial or g

one. All the miners in the State cannot
elect enough representatives to control
the Legislature. The present system
maintained by the coal companies keeps
them too poor to have an extremely
large amount of influence. Let them
suffer; they have become accustomed
to it.

Major Calvin Howl has been In To-pe-

to shy his gubernatorial candidacy
into the Republican circle. Major Hood
took care to state that he is in the hands
of his friends and like all other de-

feated candidates, that will still be hla
position after the election, should the
Republicans give him the nomination.

In Congress.

Congressman Vincent has introduced
a number of private pension bills.

The House voted to continue the dis-

tribution of seed appropriation by a ma-

jority of 130.

Congressman Loiimer, of Chicago,
wants a $500,000 appropriation for a
Lincoln monument.

The New York Board of Trade has
endorsed a bill which provides for the
establishment of an international bank.

Senators Stewart, Frye and Morgan
made speeches In the Senate last Thurs-
day favorable to the annexation of Ha-

waii.
Speaker Reed hopes to bring this ses-

sion to a close In May. To this end
the appropriation bills are being pushed
vigorously.

The customary resolution providing
for a constitutional amendment making
Senators elective by the people has been
introduced.

Speaker Reed and Mr. DIngley are
said to be strongly opposed to any ap-

propriation for river and harbor im-

provement. '

The Republican committee appointed
to canvas that side of the house find

that a large majority favor revision of
the civil service law.

Senator Hoar has Introduced a reso-

lution changing the time of the begin-
ning of the terms of the President and of
Congressmen to April 30 Instead or
March 4

The Democrats threaten to oppose
the confirmation of Attorney General
McKenna as Justice of the Supreme
courts because he wired Hanna that
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Best '

"Everything good in politics has tri-

umphed with you."
The Democrat Congressional cam-

paign committee Is discussing the ad-
visability of placing Congressman Simp-eo- n

on the committee as a represent!- -'

tive of Kansas.
Delegate Callahan, of Oklahoma, has

introduced a bill to cede all of the arid
part of Oklahoma to the Territory for
school purposes. It la grazing land and
the rent would provide a big fund. i

A provision of a bill passed by the
House last week requires owners of
gold bullion to pay the transportation
charges to the mints. Silver men take
this as a move toward discouraging
gold production even.

In the civil service debate in the
House Jerry Simpson charged that the
debate and fight against civil service
was a bluff to enable Hanna to make all
kinds of promises of patronage and now
that he bad won the bill was allowed
to go through without amendment or
change of the civil service regulations;
He said that the House could not change
the luw as all depended on the Speaker.
"He Is the whole thing and runs the
House," he said. Asked if he had con-

sulted the Speaker, he answered:' "No,
he never consults me and I never con-

sult him."

THE STATE GOVERNMENT.

Attorney General Boyle Is going to in-- !
vestlgate the matter of the plumbers'
trust.

Dr. J. B. Ingles, of Lamed, has been
appointed Superintendent of the le

Insane asylum by the Board of
Charities. He succeeds Dr. Diddle (Rep.).

Attorney General Boyle intimates
that the Kansas City stock yards com-

pany moving Its business into Missouri
will work a forfeiture of the compa-
ny's charter.

Attorney General Boyle has been
asked by Attorney General Smyth, of
Nebraska, for polntors as to how to.
fight the Insurance combine. Kansas'
bright little Attorney General is mak-
ing a record thaj: is reaching away be-

yond the State's boundaries.
Secretary Bush did a very commend-

able thing recently when he gave several
weeks' extra work, which he had to
give out, to Mrs. Deupree, the widow
of his recording clerk, who died shortly
after Mr. Bush appointed him. Too
many men would have been unable to
resist the temptation to give it to some
relative.

The long promised report of Oil In-

spector Wharton has been filed. It
shows that 90,000 barrels of oil were
Inspected, that 25 per cent, of It wan
Kansas oil, and that $5,573.80 was
turned into the State treasury during the
nine months which he has held the of-

fice. This Is nearly as much as hla
predecessor paid to the State In two
years.

The Supreme court has unanimously
sustained a will made some years ago
by Mary Brophy, a devout Catholic wo-

man of Ottawa, in which a bequest was
madp to n priest for the saying of mass
for her and her husband's souls. The
opinion of the court is that the validity
of the bequest involves the question of
freedom of thought and belief and that
the law gives no authority to interfere
with this bequest.
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A majority of the bent people in Topeka never think i
of entrusting 'their catering to any one but Mrs. Wiley, i

J The editor of the Advocate and News will substantiate f
i this and give you names if you ask. An example is i

shown in the recent Scottish Kite banquet at Topeka, the

X largest and most successful ever held in Kansas. Mrs. J
f Wiley was in charge and there was not a hitch or a disa- - t

greeable feature: Every one in attendance was pleased, t
I There are numerous other examples, large and small. J

Mrs. Julia A. Wiley's Cafe and Exchange,

117 East Eighth Avenue. ::...
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