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THE SOCIALISM OF

The growing tendency to discuss the
question 03 to the need of amendment to

the federal constitution la Indicative of

a, drift In public affairs. The subject la
beginning to receive serlou3 attention
from the magazine writers, and they
seem to agree that our national constitu-
tion la in need of at least a slight over-

hauling and repairing. Professor Gold-- ,

win Smith la the latest writer of note to
lend his voice to the discussion. Und?r
the caption, "Is the Constitution Out-

worn?" in the current North American
Review, he says that party is breaking
up In all parts of the world, although, in
his opinion, It Is holding on with a sin
gulir and evil tenacity in this country.
However, Professor Smith believes that
it is weakening, but that as long as party
ccnfllct rages revision of the constitution
ia hopeless. "Yet weak points," he says,
"such, for instance, as the want of re-

sponsible control over finance, when
distinctly seen, may in some measure be
practically covered, and the edifice may
be patched so as to stand, though' It can-

not be thoroughly repaired."
In common with many other writers of

hi? class, Dr. Smith makes the mistake
of confounding with a revolutionary
movement an evolutionary growth in the
public affairs of the United States. He
says:

Bryanlam Hoems to have been an Insur-
rection of all the elements of discontent
agclnst the American commonwealth.

waa probably the least part of
it. Its Bllverlsm was not a monetary the- -
ory. but a movemont of socialistic redistri-
bution, as anyone who listened attentively
to one of ,Mr. Bryan's lectures must have
perceived. The socialistic element In It
was directly subversive of the principle of
Helf-hel- p and freedom of acquisition on
which American institutions are founded.
It polled a formidably large vote. It is
ilwmed likely to do the same thing- - In
ItiWi, and in the meantime the case for the' commonwealth is hardly being Improved.
Mor was Bryanlam the only revolt Do

not tell us that all the enthusiasm mani-
fested by a wealthy class on the occasion
of the Jubilee was pure worship of the
negative virtues which alone can be dis-
played by the occupant of a constitu-
tional throne. H? fore the Jubilee, had not
the multimillionaires been buying aristo-
cratic alliances for their daughters? Would
they not gladly buy coronets for them-
selves? Do they not buy their way into
courts and artstocratio circles of Europe?
Would they not prefer monarchy and aria-- ,
torracy to the republic?

Thtt time since the framing of the Amer-
ican constitution has been full of rapid,
various and momentous changes In the
world at large and in the United States.
The territory of the United States has
extended over the continent, taken in
Louisiana, taken in California, embraced
new conditions, geographical, climatic and
commercial. Population has multiplied
twenty-fol- Its character has been pro-
foundly Modified. Instead of being Brit-
ish it has become largely foreign; Instead
,f being wholly a community of freehold

v farmers and small merchants it has be-
come- largely a community of capitalists
and wage-earner- s, part of the wage-earn- -'

era being alien by race and political train-In.- ?:

'Instead of being marked by a gen-
eral equality of condition, it presents the
tUngerous contrast of
tit the top of the social scale, with masses
of poverty and not a little of destitution at
the other. Revolutionary movements such
3 i socialism or anarchy which is socialism
Stv a state of frensy have spread to it from
j . Sexual revolution and political
feminism' have invaded It from the same
quarter.. It has shared with Europe,
though perhaps in a less degree, the dis-
integration of religious belief and the con-

venient withdrawal of the laws on which
jxiUtloal and social as well as personal

,' .morality has hitherto largely reposed. A
revolutionary writer paints American so- -,

rlety as made up of two extremes the
' ?nuriou3 passengers who sit at their ease
.V.is the top of the coach, and the mlser-'s!.1- o

cattle who draw it. He is now read
if,h sympathy. At the time when the

;!4piitutlon was framed he would have
y eon laughed to scorn.

, Prcfosror Smith ia partly right and
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partly wrong. He has correctly analyzed
present conditions except in his under-
standing of the socialist element.
The socialism that is so rapidly
growing in this country is not
the socialism that Professor Smith
sees. It is of a different and higher
sort. It is evolutionary, not revolution-
ary. It Is gathering strength for the
change that Professor Smith foresees,
and he is right in defining "Bryanism"
atj but a part of tho entire movement,
but he Is mistaken In believing that the
socialistic clement in the Democracy or
1896 is "directly subversive of the prin-

ciple of self-hel- p and freedom of acqui-

sition on which American Institutions
arc founded," for the truth is very much
to the contrary. One who gains a view
of present-da- y socialism through the
smoky light of a heated political cam-

paign like that of 1896, catches but the
dim and hardly distinguishable outline.
When, too, like Professor Smith and
many others, his Intellectual environ-

ment has precluded a close acquaintance
with the expansion of socialism, it is not
difficult to see why he has retained the
Idea that American socialism Is irra-

tional and sinister.
v Our present-da- y socialism Is not dan-

gerous. It does not take from any man
hl3 Individual rights, nor does it limit
his freedom of acquisition in any way.
It is not at all what Professor Smith sup-

poses it to be. He sees a bugaboo through
a fog, when in reality in many things he
and the socialist are stand-
ing on common ground. He, .views the
protective tariff with alarm; the trusts
which It has fostered, and the conditions
which allow them to exist are bitterly
opposed by the socialist. The socialist
is as much a patriot as any one. He does
not deBlre to tear down government, but
he is zealous to upbuild and strengthen
In a way that shall be at once sane and
permanent. It la only lack of close ac-

quaintance that places him in a wrong
light with men like Professor Goldwln
Smith.

SUFFERING CUBA.

Cuban correspondence of the Boston
Transcript says that an investigation of
officers of the United States cruiser
Montgomery at Matanzas recently
showed that 14,000 people were starving
within the city limits. Three, thousand
of these lived in small huts made of
palm branches, and the remaining 11,000
lived in the streets, absolutely without
shelter It was proved that "the number
of deaths in the province of Matanzas
from starvation is 59,000, and the num-
ber of Btarving people at present in the
province la estimated at 98,000, out of a
total population of 253,616 in December,
1897, and the number of starving people
is rapidly increasing. In the city of Ma-

tanzas alone there have been about 11,000
deaths during the past year, and the
number Is Increasing dally. The death
rate at present averages forty-si- x per
day, as shown by the reports from the
cemetery. These statements are not ex-

aggerations. They are the conclusions,
facta and figures arrived at by a board of
United States naval officers. Whenever
the United States officers landed they
were constantly followed by clamoring
crowds of starving men, women and chil-

dren, who Importuned them in the most
heartrending manner for a little food.
The United States Consul at Matanzas
has done everything possible under the
circumstances, but when the Montgom-
ery left there, In the first days of Feb-
ruary, the Consul had only enough ra-

tions remaining to last about two weeks,
after which the fund appropriated by
Coigress would have been exhausted and
then the sufferers of Matanzas would in-

clude the American citizens at that place
who have hitherto received relief
through the American consulate."

This is the condition of affairs which
Spain's avarice has brought to Cuba. It
is only a question of time when Spain
shall be compelled to loose her hold, but
In the meantime human lives will be
sacrificed by the thousands.

KANSAS IS NOT UP TO STANDARD.
Kansas of all States ought to be cred-

itably represented at the
exposition at Omaha, but the indi-

cators at present are that there will be
few if any exhibits from this State. By
some strangd apathy matters seem at a

standstill. Governor Leedy is unable to

offer a fund for the purpose, but t seems
Impossible to do anything by way of
private subscription and this In highly
prosperous Kansas. Other

States are doing what should be
expected from them, but Kansas Is let-

ting the matter go by.

The exposition will undoubtedly be a
great success and will be a factor in the
development of the territory this side of
the Mississippi river. But Kansas will
be conspicuous by tho absence of an ex-

hibit, although it is one of Nebraska's
nearest neighbors. It Is a Bhame that
this should be so.

WHO IS THE BONDHOLDER t
It is common to hear and read that

the poor people of the country are the
rich, that they own the railroads, the
banks and about all the big things. Not
long ago a Rhode Island Congressman,
speaking to a company of manufacturing
Jewelers, said "the statistics show that
the largest class of bondholders are the
savings banks, not the trust companies,
but the Bavlngs banks; in other words,
I he worklngman is the bondholder."

There was a good deal of that kind of

talk at Washington when the bond sell-

ing scheme was in progress, and a reso-

lution was Introduced in the Senate ask-

ing for the names and places of residence
of the bidders for bonds, the nature of

their business and the amount they bid.

The resolution was denounced by Mr.

Sherman and others as Impertinent, but
it carried, and the information disclosed
that while a few thousand dollars were
bid by small bankers, the great body of

the bids, those running into millions of

dollars, were by the big bankers and off-

icers of trust companies. An examina-
tion of the holdings of railway and bank
owners shows some small shareholders;
but they never carry a majority of the
stock, and not one of the "small fry"
ever participates in the annual elections
of officers. They never know who man-
ages the business, and they have no more
to do with the company's affairs than if
tbey did not own a dollar's worth of
stock.

As to the savings depositors, while the
aggregate of their deposits is very large,
the average is about $350, not enough to
make a very heavy investment in gov-

ernment bonds in competition with the
real bondholder.

The only way that depositors in sav-

ings banks are related to bonds is in the
bank's investments of the aggregate de-

posits. Talk about a $350 capitalist be-

ing a bondholder, is like saying that the
section hands on a railway line are the
owners of the road and manage its busi-

ness affairs.

AN ACT TO DIMINISH
LITERATURE.

The smaller papers have always op-

posed the Loud posta hill which would
seriously cripple them. The special cham-
pion of the interests of these papers rep-

resenting the opposition to Republican-
ism was Congressman Champ Clark of
Missouri, who in the course of a speech
against the measure, said of the country
editor that "He is as faithful to the peo-

ple as the needle to the pole. In the mo-

mentous campaign of 1896, when a vast
majority not all, mark you, but a vast
majority of the Democratic metropoli-
tan newspapers basely deserted their col-

ors and went, bag and baggage, horse,
foot and dragoon, into the camp of the
enemy, the country weekles, with rare
exceptions, stood by the cause of Bryan,
Democracy and humanity with unshaken
fidelity, Buperb courage and commenda-
ble thereby vindicating
the patriotism, wisdom and independ-
ence of the American press. Upon this
same country editor we must depend
largely for honest, courageous, patriotic
press service in the campaign now pend-
ing, as well as that of 1900, and surely,
upon the Democratic side of the House,
we would be acting with unwisdom to
deprive him of any of his prerogatives.
The Loud bill might justly be entitled,
'An act to diminish the supply of

literature. Then it would
be true to its name. Republicans, having
nine-tent- of the great metropolitan pa-

pers, may find some excuse for support-
ing a measure which will squelch the
country weeklies, but certainly Demo-
crats, Populists and tree silver Republi

cans cannot afford to do so unless they
are meditating political suicide."

ORGANIZE FOR DIRECT LEGISLATION

Eltweed Pomeroy, President of the Na-

tional Direct Legislation League, will
speak In Topeka night on thi
subject of direct legislation! Mr. Pom-eroy- 'a

visit to Kansas ehould result In
the formation of a direct legislation
league in this State. Kansas is an ex-

cellent field for the establishment of a
system of direct legislation, and the
friends of the movement in all parties
should take advantage of this opportu-
nity to get together lor active work.

It is extremely probable that the next
Legislature will do something toward
the establishment of the initiative and
referendum; it is almost certain that
vigorous, work can bring
about a trial of direct legislation In Kan-

sas. And what is needed more than any-

thing else to convince the people of this
country of tho great need of a system of
this sort Is but a trial of the system on
Its merits. A simple trial will demon-
strate the numerous advantages and the
real necessity of the establishment of
direct legislation in this country, and
this trial can be easier secured in Kan-
sas than in any other State.

Direct'legislatlon may come in Kansas
without the systematic and energetic
work of its supporters, but It will cer-

tainly come much sooner and surer with
the help of an organization. The move-

ment is n, It has supporters
in all parties, and they should work to-

gether In a organization to
obtain effectual direct legislation.

AN IMPROVEMENT AT THE AGRICUL-
TURAL COLLEGE.

Tho numbers of the Industrialist that
have been issued since its transforma-
tion to a monthly magazine show
strongly the wisdom of the change. Pres-
ident Will is endeavoring to make the
courses at the Agricultural College yield
a very practical education, and in its
present form the Industrialist can be
of much greater aid to the work of the
faculty. The valuable series of articles
on the financial history of our country,
by President Will, the series on the pur-

pose of government, by Professor Par-
sons, and on the art of living, by Mrs.
Campbell, and others of like nature,
which are features of the Industrialist,
aro well worth preservation for refer-
ence and This the present
size of the Industrialist permits.

But of higher value is the more repre-
sentative character of the magazine.
The Students' Herald, the students' pa-

per, furnishes the current news, and the
faculty organ Is entirely free to advance
the regular work of the college, which it
does, it Is hardly necessary to note, In
a most admirable manner.

THE CAPITAL TWISTS ITS OWN TAIL.

It Is not often that the Topeka Capital
refutes its political lies in its own col-

umns in the same issue, but it did so
nicely Sunday. Editorially the Capital
said:

The order laying men off at the Santa Fe
shops a part of the time Is not due to any
lack of work at the shops. It has kept
the full force busy overtime to keep up
with the work on hand. The true expla-
nation of this surprising order is probably
the fear of an extra session of the Legis-
lature and the expectation of possible hos-
tile railroad legislation.

In another column of the same issue
the Capital also said:

This story, however, was denied by the
Santa Fe officials. General Manager Frey
said: "We don't know that there will be
an extra session, and we certainly are not
making any preparation in advance. The
reduction of time is natural. It always
is made at this season of the year. You
can Bay that the reduction is the result
of extra session talk is a canard."

A good feature of Governor Leedy's
railroad bill is that it allows a readjust-
ment of rates each year in such a way
that the man who has a valid complaint
to make can be sure of a hearing. The
bill legalizes the rates in force at the
time it becomes a law, and if they are
not extortionate they remain In force.
If they are too high or too low, It is
obvious that they 6hould be changed,
and under the proposed bill they can be
changed. There is nothing in the bill
that demands a change where none ia
necessary.

It is a good thing, as Puck says, that
yellow Journals don't make yellow
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