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TWO STATE INSTITUTIONS,
THE STATE REFORM SCHOOL

BY MIMS NRELLIE CHAMEERS,

Three and one-bnlf miles north of To-
pekn, In the richest valley within the
barders of the most fertile Siata in the
Union, is situated the “Heform School
for Boys." Here 225 as fine looking boys
as ever spun & top or robbed & bird's nest
spend thelr time growing up Into man-
hood and citlzenship,

A gronp of ine brick bulldings at the

foot of the hills, surrounded by & bemu-

tiful lnwn of twenty ncres, form a Stats
home for Incorrigible and sbandoned
hoys,

The farm econtains 200 acres of the
Nuest Kansus Iand, This summer we
tramped over the place Lo it remotest
corners and never was there a farm In
more admirable condition. With Its
wood-lawn of twenty acres, crossed and
recrossed by splendid drives; watered by
a beautiful fountain; covered with the
most stately trees and lovely flowering
shrubs, we thought it one of the "garden
spots of the State.”

Do the boys work? There nre twenty
aeres of fine Kansas potatoes, five nores
of aweel polatovs, three acres of lomi-
taes, 100 bushels of “smap beana' on the
vine, great quantities of radighes and
Jettuce, seventy-five acres of corn, be-
slde millel, sorghum nnd grasses, con-
vinee vour correspondent that (dleness |a
not  cultivated. Grapes, ruspherries,
blackberries, curranty, cherries and oth-
er frults load thelr tables and teach the
boya the value of hortienlture.

We are Informed that the potatoes
alone, sold at the market price, will run
the Institution for the next two montha
The farm will produce 260 hogs during
thia year; fifty head ol oattle are kept
on the farm and four teams of horses do
the work,

Forty employees superintend the ed-
weational and Industrial development of
these lttle wards of the State, Striet
digeipling, hard work and close confine-
ment to the farm make this an admirable
place for a boy.

The boys not only do the outdoor
work, but they also have indoor Indus-
tries. At one end of the main building
15 o lnrge airy room known as the sew-
Ing room. Here they are tuught to make
their own clothes and to do the neces-
sary mending. The work Is character-
Ized by neatness and procision and every
ane In the room full of busy boys does
his task easily and gladly. Bome young
mun & here serving his apprenticeship
who will perhaps become a successful
tailor,

The laundry s supplied with many
mitchines to make the work lighter and
more convenlent, Any one who sees
the Interior of the laundry will perceive
that the process of washing nod ironing
In this great institution |s very different
from that in a private residence. Dur-
Ing tha hot summer months this work Is
neither pleagant nor agreeabls, yet each
oy does his share cheerfully and will-
ingly,

Almost every Kangan has heard of and
admired the Reform School band, many
of whose members possess regl musical
talent. The bund renders with success
muany of our greatest composers’ most
diffientlt pleces of musie. Thelr former
Instructor has always alded in and taken
great interest in their prosperity and
good furtune,

All of the boys receive military train-
ing from Major Anderson, and as they
march and drill they exhibit a skill and
precision which excite surprise and ad-
miration. Many of these young men
would make gallnot defenders of thelr
country’'s flag and brave fighterd in the
cause of humanity,

The berutiful flower beds and plants
loaded with blogsoms are the product of
two large greenhouses connected with the
institution. The hoys have the entire
care of these and they feel that the re-
sults amply repay them for their toll and
trouble,

There are play rooms and a large play-
ground where the boys spend much of
their leisure time and where they have
Iine times together,

Since the Institution has been under
the care of the present Buperintendent,
J. M. Hat, there has been practically no
sickness and only one death—the result
of an aceldent.

The teachers and officers are willing
and capable of doing their dutles well
They are in perféect harmony with thelr
little ¢harges and nothing disturbs the
peace and quiet

The incoming Leglslature should fully
comprehend the needs of this Important
institution In so prosperons a State as
Knansas. Here is the State’s home for
the unfortupate boys who find their
way (o (hls place, stay for a time, and
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then nre discharged to become citizens
of our Stats.

Other Industrinl pursuits should be
provided by the State ln addition to ag-
rlenlture, More room abould be pro-
vided for the care of the boys In order
that they may be kept here during the
formative period of their characters,

A small machine ahop and & black-
gmith shop should be erected and fully
equipped with tools and machines; car-
penter and cabinet work should be
taught; brush drawing and basket mak-
ing would be profitable. In short, all
these much-needed improvementa would
require an appropriation of $100,000, di-
vided about as follows: Coltage, $35.-
000; renewnl of steam plant, §15,000; new
barn in place of one destroyed by fire,
$2.500, The remainder of the appropria-
tion shounld be applied to the bullding of
shops snd the introduction of new in-
dustries. It |s cheaper for the State to
make good, useful citizens of the boys
confined here than to turn them out upon
the publie but partinlly educated and
with half-learned tmdeu.m 'I'tlllnmt.mlmyu,

roperly cared for, would W come
:wl;ﬁﬂll'm“ useful to soclety, and the
State can well afford to protect the
wealtest of Its citizens.

THE INDUSTRIAL REFORMATORY.

BY HENAY O, EVANH.

The Reformatpry §s located on a farm
of 040 acres, about one and one-half
miles southeast of the eity of Hutchin-
son, and conalsts of three large stone
puildings, furnished throughout with nll
of the modern Improvements of the day,
The cell house has accommodntions for
200 inmates, and there s an additional
esll block now in courss of construction
which will have sccommodations for
fifty more, making & total of 250 ealls,
There are three more cell honses to be
bulit fn the pear future, Or as FOOM W&
the Leglslature meets nnd makes an ap-
propriation for them, and when that is
done the Reformatory can accommodate
800 Inmates bere. At present there are
904 inmates confined here, guarded und
cared for by thirty-elght offiears and
guards. The law providea that only
those be dent here who are between the
nges of 18 and 25, although thers wre
quite a number here who are consider-
ably older. Those who nre here now are
well clothed, fed and cared for; In fact,
better cared for than when they were clt-
izens. They attend Sunday school and
preaching on Sunday, and most of the
teachers, if not all, are lndles from the
oity who voluntarily do this work, not
for pay or applause, but for the sake of
reclaiming these boys

The rules of the institution are nocs-
sarily very strict, but notirksome,nnd the
riles governing the officers and guards
while on duty are almost na binding ns
those governing the boys, The work In
the house and on the farm is all done by
the boys, and the majority of them are

workmen. Although drones wre
to be found here as well as elsewhere,
nevertheless those who are able must
work. So far there has been but one
death in the institution, which speaks
well for the sanitary conditions and the
medical department, under the super-
vislon of Dr. Hutchingon.

There are many hright boys here, who
no doubt will make good and useful elt-
jzens, while there are quite n number
that will never make anything but erim-
inalg. It is the alm of the manngement
to make this institution self-snstalning
as nearly as possibie, but it will take
time and money to accomplish thelr
aim.

I would deem my letter very Incom-
plete were I to elose my letter without
a word in regard to the genial superin-
tendent, Mr. 8. W. Case, for he 18 a big,
whole-gounled, kind-heartad gentleman of
the tyue Christian type, and he may not
be an expert In reformatory work, but he
rules with a flrm yet kindly hand, and 18
respected and loved almost s o father
by every one of the boys, His aim Is to
carry out in letter and spirit the object
of the Institution, and I am glad to say
that he is dolng it as none other could
do it. It T were to go into detalis and
describe the workings of the shops-
the shoe shop, tailor shop, laundry, car-
penter shop, blacksmith shop, engine
room, barber shop, kitchen and dining
room, it would require more space than
is available.

Some statistica as to the Inmates may
be of interest. Of the 277 persons re-
oelved at the reformatory for two years
prior to June 30, 1868, the greatest part
of the number found their way here
through some kind of theft. Over two-
thirda of the inmates are in for stealing.
Bighty-four committed burglary, 110
grand larceny, 7 larceny in a dweiling
house, 1 larceny in a railroad depot, T In
railroad cars, 1 In a store room and 1

stole from the pockel of another person.
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There nre nine inmates who narrowly
esenped belng murderers, and are In the
reformatory for nssault with intent to
kill, Nineteen are In for forgsry, two
for ymbezsloment and three for ussauit
with intent to rob. Four were consioted
for manslaughter,

Among the rest of the Inmates there
are & number for diferent crimes. Four
were convicted of arson, one of obatruct-
ing a ritlirond and one of polsaning & do-
mestle animal,
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A Kansas Hand Book.

The enterprising prusenger dopart-
ment of the Santa Fo Route has igsued,
for free distribution, an exceadingly In-
teresting nnd Instructive hand book on
"What's the Matter With Kansas?" It
contalng anawers to thia lmportant ques-
tion from the Governor, several ex-Oov-
ernors, other State officlals, editors of
newspapers, farmars and creamery men,
with two full-page maps of the State and
statistien by countles which show that
Lhe State I8 exesadingly prosperons, her
flalds very productive, her granaries
overflowing, her mineral resources inex-
haustible and her banks burdened with
stirplus money. Among many other good
thlogs it says that Kansae ralsed more
wheal In & single year than any other
State In the Union; Kansns ralses over
three hushels of corn for every man, wo-
man and <hild In the United States;
Kansaz has the higgest orchard in the
world and furnishes apples for the royal
households of England and Germany:
Kansns has some of the richest cement
beds In the world; Kansas has salt
mines that are richer than those of Mlch-
lgun; Kansas has milllons of acres that
nre undariald with an unlimited supply
of petrolenm; Knnsas hos rilroad mile-
nge that is only exceeded by two States
fn the Tnlon, and that Kansas can rilse
enough grain and garden truek to sup-
ply & million more redldents without half
trying.

It also shows that Kéansas Iands are
cheap, that the climate Is mild and
healthy, the markets convenlent and
goodl, her schools and churches unsur-
pissed and hor crops ns reasonably cer-
tiin as In any other place o the Unlon
and much more so than in many other
Stutes;

This valuable hand book will make
every resident of Kansas who reads it
proiid that he Is a Kansan and every
non-resident who reads it will wish that
he might be & résldent of this grand
commonwealth,

If you want u copy or want ong sent (o
n friend who ought to live In Kansas,
write to the Genernl Passenger Agent of
the Santa Fe, Topeka, Kas,

Gold Production Increases.

The statement of the nationa! Treas-
ury department regarding gold produc-
tlon in the United States and in the
world shows that the mines of the Unlted
States produced more gold In the year
1897 than In any preceding year, except
thosa of the great gold development of
Callfornin—1862-3-4, The gold produe-
tion of the United States In 1897 i given
at $57,863.000, while thut of 1868 was
$60,000,000, that of 1863, $65,000,000, and
that of 1254, $60,000,000,

Colorado is shown to have takan, In
1807, first plnce In the ra®k of gold-pro-
ducing States, her production In that
vear belng $19.114,200, agninst $14.618,300
by Callfornla, while prior to that time
Callfornin had constantly stood at the
head of gold-producing States,

The colnage of gold by the United
States mints in 1807 wns  §64,834, 865,
which I8 nearly 50 per cent. greater
:Lm:l the average annual coinage sinee

0.

The statoments covering the gold pro-
duetion of the world are also especlully
Interesting. They show by stuted pe-
riods the amount of gold produced in the
world since the discovery of Americea,
th todal value of the gold produced from
1492 to 1898 (estimating 1507 at $240,000,-
000), heing  $9,022.890.600, of which
amonnt $6,066,007.600 hag been produyc:d
glnea 1860, the product of the last hait
century belngg thus double that of the
preceding 360 years.

MANY A HUSBAND

cannot persunde his invalld wife Lo con-
sult physicluns hecnusa shie very natur-
ally dreads the inovitable examinations
and “local treatments,” He can per-
sunde her, If she needs porsussion, to
take Dr. Pierca's Favorite Prescription,
This truly wonderful medicine hng oured
hundreds of woman after the best physi-
clnns have falled. It hay been in con-
stant use and tested every doy for thirty
years, It lsn't an experiment, there nre
no chances about it, It ly & cortain and
Infallible cure for nll derangements pe-
cullar to women, Those who care Lo
know all pbout It, and to recelyve the best
medienl work ever preparved for the

eral public are Invited to send twenty-
one 1-cenl stamps, Lo cover cont of mall-
Ing only, and recelve o copy of br,
Pleree's thousand-puge book, “Common
Sense Medienl Adviser.” Address World's
Dlui‘)‘:-nmry Medieal Associntion, Buffalo,
N
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Send tn_ this offies for clum;lns ralen
with other papers. We can save you
monay.

Mza Cotz.
of the changa.

Mrs Pergiws.  Jack Burroughs' wife told me that all fast Winter
he was poorly and had no appetite, but that in
March the man from New York, who boarded
with them at the farm last Summer, sent him
some Ripans Tabules and they seemed to hit
the trouble, whatever it was. Jack was brighter
the very next day, had a better appetite and now
his health is ever so much hetter than it has
been at any time before in ten years.

I have noticed that he walks more briskly and
his eyes are brighter, but did not know the cause

Mzs. Perxixs. The cause is Ripans Tabules, and one gives reliel,




