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A Kansan on
Cuba's Condition

Decided Change for the Better Since
the Close of the War.

OPPORTUNITY FOR COLORED
RACE.

( Written for the Advocate and News by Lieutenant
Culonol James Buck, Tweuty-rtlr- d Kansas Volun-
teer Infantry.)

Headquarters Twenty-thir- d Kansas Volun-
teer Infantry.

San Luis, Cuba, Nov. 23, 1808.

We have been located at or near San
Luis, Province of Santiago, ever since
our arrival on the island, consequently
my views are confined to this territory.

This province

I.IKl'T. COI,. BEf'K.
3.3d Kansas Vol. Infantry.

bore its share of
of the struggle
between the
Spaniards and
Cubans, and as
a every-
thing was either
destroyed or
neglected, and
at the date of
our arrival here
presented a de-

plorable

apparent every-
where, beggars
thronged the
thoroughfares

and the chi-
ldren, were
naked.

But three months time has wrought
miracles. The people are returning from
the mountains, the fruits peculiar to this
country are ripening, sweet potatoes and
other Cuban vegetables are being har-
vested in great abundance and a general
improvement can be observed.

The outlook for the colored race in this
country is bright. Prejudice is prac-
tically unknown. Merit alone is placed
in competition and a man is a man re-

gardless of color and a colored man, in
common with other men of education
and push, representing some capital and
imbued with business ideas, can find
here opportunities for the exercise of
their ability.

As an agricultural country Cuba has
few equals. The seasons are of a na-

ture that crops can be growing the year
round. The natives, with the most prim-
itive farming implements, make a living
by working a few hours a day. Amer-
icans with American machinery and a
knowledge of the soil and climate will
find this a rich field. The monopoly upon
the culture of tobacco raising should be
among the possibilities when. one rea-
lizes that the poorest of these people
plant, rear, manufacture and place upon
the market a certain grade ofeiobacco
and cigars. is true of Uing
uiar Drancn or agriculture l
that are adapted to this elk
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TOPEKA, KANSAS, DECEMBER 14, 1898. sn
Joints Do Not Pay.

The officers of the State Temperanco Union are beginning a thorough inves-
tigation of the economic value of the presence of to Kansas towns. They
have begun with Kansas City. Otner cities follow soon. The figures below
are furnished them by Hon. Winfleld Freeman, Attorney of Wyan
dotte county.
Kansas City, Kas., has eighty-tw- o

Joints. These all pay fines, and In

addition thereto there is an average of
218 people lined each month for violation
of city criminal ordinances. A majority
of the offences are for disturbing the
peace that i3, for drunkeness. The to-

tal monthly revenue arising to the city
from all these fines amounts to $4,491.52.
Total yearly revenue, t53.898.24.

From careful investigation and from
the testimony of Jolntists themselves, It
is ascertained that the average cash
sales of a joint amount to $30 per day.
The amount spent dally In the eighty-tw- o

is $2,480; monthly, $73,800;
yearly, $885,600. This amount will build
more, than forty such churches as the
Washington Avenue building. And
nearly all this vast sum is paid out by
poor people who work by the day; and
whose money would otherwise go to pay
for groceries and meat, for hardware
and clothing, and for more comfortable
and better furnished homes.

That Is to aay, the business men of Kansas
City In order to secure a yearly revenue to
the city of the paltry sum of 8S3,88 24 are
willing; to sacrifice a trade amounting to
8885 600.00 - almost One Million Dollars.
In other words, for every one dollar of rev-
enue gained the business men lose sixteen
dollars of trade.

If we presume that the 164 Jolntists (each
of the 89 joints has an average of jolnt-
ists) spends S5 each day for provisions and
other necessaries of life, we find that the
business men are still losing more than ten
dollars of trade for every one dollar of rev-
enue gained.

The above is not all the story. Wyan-
dotte county has two courts of record,
the District and Common Pleas court.
Each holds four terms per year eight
terms per year for the two. The aver-
age time consumed in the trial of crim-
inal cases 13 two weeks each term, or

have been stationed here and it will be
advantageous to have coal in large
quantities I am of the opinion that Cuba
will supply that need. .

These views are delivered from my
limited observation and information
gleaned from the Cubans, that I have
come in contact, with.

The troops are standing the climate
nicely and like Cuba as well as any body
of young men accustomed to American
ideas and customs. They are learning
the language rapidly and are storing
themselves with a rich fund of knowl-
edge that will be profitable to a great
many.

GENERAL NEWS NOTE5.
A rival tobacco trust is to be or-

ganized.
Woman suffrage was defeated in South

of CotDakota.
of alart Wall paper has increased In price since
output 63 trust was organized.' .

wM8tl0U Cleveland Is strongly op-fe- d

to territorial expansion. :
SCQ6CSL 1

amendment 113 n 8USested tbat a Part of our
"landing army be made up of the
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year, amounting to
ninety-si- x days.

Thirty Jurors are generally In at-

tendance. Each Juror receives 12
per day, amounting each year to.. 15,760.00

About 100 criminal cabes are tried in
these courts each year. The crim-
inal costs In each case average 50.

Total for tho year 5,000.00

The salary of the Judges for time
employed In trial of criminal cases 833.33

Total costs of county criminal
cases $11,593.33

At the present rate the average
yearly cost of maintaining the city
police department, a considerable
portion of. whose time Is consumed
in dealing with criminal casus
arlslnif from the presence of
Joints, la 110,412.28

Grand total costs of city and
county criminal record ."i2,003.rl

But this says nothing of the expense
of boarding tho 2,100 prisoners each year

persons who being unable to pay their
fines are sent to jail, and the time of
whose imprisonment runs from 2 to 100

days, the average being ten days.
The entire costs of maintaining our

public schools for one year is $115,261.51.

If the expense of boarding prisoners is
added to the $52,005.61 above, the crim-
inal expenses will be seen to amount to
one-ha- lf as much as it requires to fur-

nish school facilities for the 14,275 enu-

merated school children of Kansas City.

From all the above It will readily be seen
that on account of the presence of the Joint
not only do the business men of Kansas City
lose HH5 600.00 In trade to the WA:i.K8.24
gained In revenue, bat even this 1103,80 .24
is largely used up In meeting the criminal
expenses of the city.

Mr. Freeman's conclusion in his own
words is: "The revenue derived from
Joints does not lessen taxation, because
almost all crime Is caused directly or in-

directly by the liquor traffic."

natives of the newly acquired posses-
sions.

Senator Vest, of Missouri will be an
active opponent of territorial expansion.

The estimates show that It will require
$393,000,000 to run the government In
1900.

Over half of the waterworks plants In
the United States are owned by the mu-

nicipalities.
Congressman Newlands, of Nevada,

will be a candidate for Stewart's seat
In the Senate.

The treaty with Spain Is now being
prepared, the important points having
been agreed on.

Another big bank consolidation has oc-

curred in New York. The little fish are
giving way rapidly.

It cost New York and Ohio nearly
$300,000 each to recruit the troops called
for during the late war.

A North Dakota captain, whose com-

pany is at Manila, is home on a fur-

lough. He says that the soldiers are
opposed to holding the Philippines and
that many of the oflccrs are resigning

EVERY WEDNESDAY.
1'KiCK F1VK CENTS.

but that their resignations are not being
accepted.

The Republican majority in the next
Congress will be fourteen. It is fifty-seve- n

in the present one.
Congressman Cousins, of Iowa, has In-

troduced a bill to have the gold standard
made the standard by law.

The hog receipts at the Kansas City
yards have increased more than 300,000
in 1898 as compared with 1897.

Tho Oregon and Iowa are due at Val-
paraiso, Chili, in a few days. They will
form a part of the Pacific squadron.

Abraham Lincoln Brick is a new Con-
gressman from Indiana. As he is a Re-
publican he Is probably a gold brick.

A Wall street manipulator has worked
a couple of brokers for $110,000 on a
game that Indicated unusual shrewdness.

An Eastern man thinks that this coun-
try should protect Spain against the
Impending Carlist uprising. What next?

All of Mr. McKInley's recommenda-
tions to Congress carry with tnem an In-

creased demand for approprlaptions of
money.

The president of the Illinois Humane
Society recommends the whipping post
as a punishment for wife beaters and
hoodlums.

Queen Lll says she lost $6,000,000
worth of land in the annexation of Ha-
waii and she would like to have Uncle
Sam put up.

The treasury statement shows that the
revenues lacked $10,000,000 of being suff-
icient to pay the expenses of the govern-
ment during November.

One good argument for annexation of
the Philippines is that Carnegie and a
number of those most favored by tho
protective policy are opposed to It.

A revolution in Spain is predicted by
European dispatches. The Carlists will
be the prime movers, but many other
dissatisfied elements will participate.

The Navy department's order to the
Raleigh to return to the United States
Indicates that no danger of trouble be-

tween. Dewey and the Germans Is antici-
pated.

Teddy Roosevelt is after the war in-

vestigating commission, and Insists that
it must not indulge in a whitewash of
conditions which were a disgrace to the.
nation.

The trial of United States Senator
Quay, of Pennsylvania, under five in-

dictments returned by the grand Jury
for bank wrecking has begun at Phila-
delphia.

Many of the Republicans elected to the
United States Senate as n result of the .

recent election will take the place of
gold Democrats. There Is no difference
between the two.

The dispatches Indicate that the Phil-
ippine Insurgents will refuse to recognize
the sovereignty of the United States over
the islands. It is also stated that it will
require 70,000 soldiers to put down the
rebellion.

The Chicago street railway combine Is
trying to get an extension of Its fran-
chises for a period of fifty years. The
ordinance provides for the payment to
the city of a small percentage of the
earnings. Without such a provision It
would have no chance of passage. The
council will likely pass It but Mayor Har
rison will veto it. The big fight will then
be made in the effort to pass it over his
veto.


