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' f?pf!flincy iar Hip Vnunor Folks.
BY MABLE DICCS.

SKETCH OF LOUISA M. ALCOTT'S
CHILDHOOD.

BT HI 118 ELF.

One of my earliest recollections is of play-

ing with books in my father's study build-

ing houses and big bridges of the big dic-

tionary and diaries looking at pictures,
pretending to read, and scribbling on blank
puges whenever pen or pencil could be

found. Many of these first attempts at
uuthorship still remain in "liacon's Es-

says," "Hut arch's Lives," and other works
of a serious nature, my infant nature being
for solid literature, apparently.

On one occasion we built a high tower
round baby Lizzie as she sat playing with
her toys on the floor, and, being attracted
by something out of doors, forgot our little
prisoner. A search was made, and patient
baby at last discovered curled up and fast
asleep in her dungeon cell, out of which
she emerged so rosy and smiling after her
nap that we were forgiven for our careless-
ness.'

Another memory is of my fourth birth-
day, which was celebrated at my father's
school room in Masonic Temple. All the
children were there. I wore a crown of
flowers and stood upon a table to dispense
cakes to each child us the procession
marched past. By some oversight the cakes
fell short, and I saw that if I gave away the
last one 1 should have none. As 1 was
queen of the revel, I felt that 1 ought to
have it, and held on to it tightly until my
mother said:

''It is always better to give away than to
keep the nice things; so I know my Louie
will not let the little friend go without."

The little friend received the dear
plummy cake, and I a kiss und my first
lesson in the sweetness of self denial a
lesson which my dear mother beautifully
illustrated all her long and noble life.

llunning away was one of the delights of
my early days; and I still enjoy sudden
flights out of the nest to look about this
very interesting world, and then go back
to report.

l)n one ot these occasions 1 passed a
varied day with some Irish children, who
hospitably shared their cold potatoes, salt
fish, and crusts with me as we reveled in
the ash heaps which then adorned the waste
lands where the Albany depot now stands.
A trip to the Common cheered the after-
noon, but as dusk set in and my friends de
serted me I felt that home was a nice place
after all, and tried to Und it. I dimly re
member watching a lamp-lighte- r as 1 Bat
to rest on some doorsteps in Bedford street,
where a big dog welcomed me so kindly
that 1 fell asleep with my head pillowed on
his curly back, and was found there by the
town crier, whom my distracted parents
had sent in search of me. His bell and
proclamation of the loss of "a little girl 6
years old, m a pink frock, white hat and
green shoes," woke me up, ami a small
voice answered out of the darkness, "Why,
dnts me!

Being with dillieulty torn from my four- -

footed friend, 1 was carried to the crier s
house, and there feasted sumptuously on
bread and molasses in a tin plate with tho
alphabet around it. But my fun ended
next day, when I was tied to the arm of
the Hofa, to repent at leisure. -

I became an abolitionist at a very early
age, nut l nave never been able to decide
whether I was made so by seine the por
trait of George Thompson hidden under a
bed in our house during the Garrison riot,
and going to comfort tho "poor man who
had been good to the slaves," or because I
wus saved from drowning in the frog pond
some years later by a colored boy. How-
ever that may be, the conversion was gen-
uine; and my greatest pride is in the fact
that I lived to know the brave men and
women who did so much for tho cause, and
that I had a very small share in the war
which put an end to a great wrong.

I never went to school except to my
father or such governesses as from time to
time came into the family. Schools then
were not what they are now; so we had
lessons each morning in the study. And
very happy hours they were to is, for my
father taught in the wise way which un-
folds what lies in the child's nature as a
flower blooms rather than crammed it,
like a Strasburg goose, with more than it
could digest. I never liked arithmetic nor
grammar, and dodged these branches on all
occasions; but reading, writing, composi-
tions, history and geography I enjoyed, as
well as the stories read to us with a skill
peculiarly his own.

"Pilgrim's Progress," Krumraacher's
"Parables," Miss Edgeworth, and the best
of the dear old fairy tales made the read- -
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ini hour the pleasantest of our day. On
Sundays we had a simple service of Bible
stories, hymns and conversation about the
state of our little consciences and the con
duct of our childish lives, which will never
be forgotten.

Walks each morning around the Common
while in the city, and long tramps over hill
and dale when our home was in the coun-
try, where a part of our education, as well
as every sort of house work, for which I
have alweys been very grateful, since Buch

knowledge makes one independent in these
days of domestic tribulation with tho
"help" who are too often only hindrances.

Needlework began early, and at 10 my
skillful sister made a shirt beautifully;
while at 12 I set up as a doll's dressmaker,
with a sign out and wonderful models in
my window. AH tho children employed
me, and my turbans were the rage at one
time, to the great dismay of the neigh-

bors' hens who were hotly hunted down
that I might tweak out their downiest
feathers to adorn the dolls' headgear.

Active exercise was my delight, from the
time when a child of 0 I drove my hoop
round the Common without stopping, to
tho days when I did my twenty miles in
five hours and went to a party in the
evening.

I always thought I must have been a
deer or a horse in some former state, be-

cause it was such a joy to run. No boy
could be my friend till I had beaten him in
a race, and no girl, if she refused to climb
trees, leap fences, and be a tomboy.

My wise mother, anxious to give me a
strong body to support a lively brain,
turned me loose in the country and let me
run wild, learning of nature what no books
can teach, and being led, as those who truly
love her seldom fail to be, "Through Nature
up to Nature's God."

1 remember running over the hills just
at dawn one summer morning, and pausing
to rest in the silent woods, saw, tlirough
an arch of trees, the sun rise over the river,
hill, and wide green meadows as I never
saw it before.

Something born of the lovely hour, a
happy mood, and the unfolding aspiration
of a child's soul, seemed to bring me very
near to God, and in the hush of that morn-
ing hour I always felt that I "got religion,"
as the phrase goes. A new and vital sense
of His presence, tender and sustaining as a
father's arms, came to me then, never to
change through forty years of life's vicissi-
tudes, but to grow stronger for the sharp
discipline of poverty and pain, sorrow and
success.

Those Concord days were the happiest of
my life, for we had charming playmates
in the little hmersons, Channings, llaw- -

thomes and Goodwins, with the illustrious
parents and their friends to enjoy our
pranks and share our excursions.

Hays in the born were a favorite amuse
ment, and we dramatized the fairy tales in
great style. Our giant camo tumbling off
a loft when Jack cut down the squash vine
running up a ladder to represent the im-

mortal bean. Cinderella rolled away in a
vast pumpkin, anil a long black pudding
was lowered by invisible hands to fasten
itself on the noRe of the woman who wasted
her three wishes.

Pilgrims journeyed over the hill with
scrip and staff and cockle shells in their
hats; fairies held their pretty revels among
the whispering birches, and Btraw berry par-
ties in tho rustic arbor were honored by
poets and philosophers, who fed us on their
wit and wisdom while the little maids
served more mortal food. Extract from
Life, Letters and Journals of Louisa M.
Alcott.

Bill's Idea.
One day the minister's wife called upon

little Bill Hill's mamma. Bill was allowed
to remain in the room, as he was setting
quietly in a corner, apparently absorbed in
"Grimm's Fairy Tales."

The conversation of the ladies turned
upon the subject of rare and valuable laces.
Bill's mamma told of having read about the
Trincess of Wales' fondness for them, but
that Her Royal Highness could not afford
lo indulge Her taste. She was, however,
frequently presented with some very fine
pieces, and was once the recipient of a beau-
tiful veil that at one time belonged to
Queen Charlotte. "The border of the veil,"
continued Bill's mamma, "represented the
Prince of Wales' feathers."

"What does that mean, mnmmn.?'' hrnl--
in Bill's clear treble ''the nlumM hA wmiim.
or does he grow feathers? I've heard papa
say he was something of a rooster."

uy. a jjkiknd.

fly Last Trip to fly Grandmother's.
Dear Miss Diggs: I have taken many

trips to my grandmother's, and enjoyed
them very much. She lived 100 miles west
of us, in Cedar Vale, Chautauqua County,
Kansas.

But my last trip was not so much en-
joyed, for my mother was sent for on ac-
count of my grandma's sickness, and she
requested for mother to bring me with her.

We found my grandma very sick, and we
stayudJotir weeks, at the end of which we
returned home, my mother bringing me
home on account of my school. She stayed
at home one week, and her mother sent for
her again. My grandma died in two weeks,
ana then my mother returned home to stay.
We were all very sorry to hear of my
grandmother's death.

From your little friend,
THEO. NORA RANSOM.

Neutral, Kans., March 29, 1899.

Naval Flag Signals.
The black flag is the symbol of piracy.
A Pilot filler is the i:iek. hnnlprivl with

red, hoisted at the fore.
lhe red flag is a mark of danger, and

shows a vessel to be receiving or flifwhnrr.
ing powder.

A Hag at half mast means that a death
has occurred, and hoisted uninn lnwn ia a.

signal of distress.
A flU? Of trUCO is a wllifo Ann-- f1isinlnvpl

to an enemv to indicate a desire for a rmr- -

ley or consultation.
lhe yellow flag belongs to the

service, and when disnlnvpil ia r nitm
of contagious disease.
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Dore, Raphael, Rubens, Murillo, Hoff-

mann, Munkacsy,
Michael Angelo, Schopin,

and many others.
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ART BIBLES

Pine Divinity Circuit Binding, Extra-Lar-

Self Pronouncing Type, Pine
Paper. Reference, Concordance.

,Slze of Page, 8 12x8 8 Inches.

of the ART BIBLE.
'TEACHERS OP CHILDREN'S CLASSES

in Sunday School can instamly gain
the attention of their scholars by showing
these beautiful pictures and then relating the
story Illustrated.

CHILDREN AT HOME, attracted by these
illustrations, will love better the ''Sweet

Story of Old," and learn more of Him, who
said Suffer the little children to come unto
me."
A REAL WORK OP ART speaks to them heart and understanding of all. Thus,
the leading events of the Old and NewTesta-men- t

are made more real and and
young and old alike learn to love th Book of
the world.
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Bhlp-ie- anywhere C.O.D.wlth prlvtiaire toeramln, Buy
Hint from mnnfrturerf ,Te anUi A dttklera proAuif 'J!ra,CU.r" CASH BUYERS' UNION,
188 W. VMBarea Btreet, H. a, ckleai UJj!

PERSONALLY CONDUCTED
EXCURSIONS

TO

CALIFOENIA

Leave Chicago every Thursday via Colorado Springs
and Hcenlo Houte to Han Francisco and Los

Route leaves every Tuesday via
Kansas City, Fort Worth and Kl Paso to Log

These Excursion Cam are attached to Fast Passenger
Trains, and their popularity Is evidence that we
offer the best.

Acoompany these Excursions and sa money, for
the lowest rate tickets are avaJlubl In these

PULLMAN CARS

For full of this service and the benefit
Klven Its patrons, see your locul ticket agent, or

John Sbbastlan, O. p. A., III.

IGREAT PREMIUM OFFER!

Bagster m Bible
PROFUSELY

Page Half-Ton- e Illustrations Photo-

graphs of Paintings of

WORLD'S GREATEST MASTERS
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AND CHILD JESUS, orosse.
(This shows one of the from the Batrster Art
Bible, but nductd to about ont quarter tint. The paper
and in this Bible is to most
and magazine work.)

Specimen of Type to Art and Style F Bagster Teacher's Bible

Exhortation to all goodness. PHILIPPIANS, 4. Liberality of the

prehend that "which also'
apprehended Christ Je'gus.

Brethren, count myself
apprehended:
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6 Be careful" for nothing
every thing by prayer and
tion, with thanksgiving, let,
quests be made known unto
7 And tho peace" of .God

passeth all understandingj at

OUR GREAT OFFER!
Style 0, Bagster Art Blble.-Fi- n-s Morocco, Divinity Circuit Bind-- 1

li"t price" P tyP Publishers' p6.00 t F0R ONLY $3' 00
Subscription One Year to this publication, j

5,.,f t B".)Ptep.Art, Be.-:Fia- e Morocco Binding, Divinity Circuit, leather-line- d to edftlist, $8.00), can be had for 75 cents additional.
Style- P, Bagster Teacher's Bible- .- Long primer type, Divinity I

Circuit, (same type as Art Bible), and subecriptiooOne Year tothla publication 0NLY 3.25
Style B BagrterTeacW BIMe.-F- ull, regular size, dear, minion type, Divinity I

Circuit, and aubicriptioa One Year tothla publication, - . . ONLY!. 90.
pTFttent Thanh Index with aajr Art or Teacher's Bible, 50 cent additional. Wepaypoetayr.
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