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THE MAD wOKK DONE AT NIGHT

On Thursday evening of last w
eek

March 31, the most destructive and
ruinous cyclone that has ever p

over Sumner county since its settle-
ment, entered the county almr due
south of Wellington, took a n artneaat
course until within about th)

ee miles
of Oxford, when it split into '

partS(
one part of the terrible destr 0yer going
due north and the other s wiDging to
the east, doing its awful ffork o de.
struction for several miler

Wnen geem.
ingly all the dreadful v mng mass
joined together again lnd passed on
through the northeast p &n of the coun.
ty, playing sad havoc ffith everything
in its pathway, until i t reached the cor.
ner of this county, th dn entered Butler
county, where it left , nothing but de.
struction and death '

oehind it
The writer, after Iooking Jverapor-tio-

n

of the ruins made by this awful
tornado, realizes t itis' beyond hig
ability to make a pen picture 0f the
awful scene tha ,t would make a casual
reader, who ha? i never witnessed any-

thing of the k jlld) faintiy reaUze how
completely it did its work of wreck
and ruin. It i jg impossile for one who
has never witnessed a terrific wind
storm or it a effects, to be brought to a
full realiz- -

4tion of what it means or
how thor jughly it performs its awful
work of

, devastation. It would take
many c jlumns to describe the minor
casual? .ties of this cyclone.

It jF useless to attempt to enter into
deta'jjjof the losses of the many fami-
lies, who were robbed of homes and all.
A. de scription of a portion of track
of the cyclone, passed over by the wri-

ter the next day, and the condition in
which it left a few of the many farms
and homes it destroyed, can be simi
larly compared with every home that
happened to be in its pathway. There
were many conflicting reports out and
the writer, to get a correct idea, visited
the scene and traversed several miles
)f the country where it passed through.

Leaving Oxford and going west, the
jirst place visited was the place of T.
X. Boyer. He had a large barn and
many out houses totally demolished
and scattered in every direction
Nearly all his farm machinery was
torn to pieces. While thi3 wreck at
Mr. Boyer's would seem bad enough,
he was fortunate compared tohis neigh
bors farther south. lie heard the storm
coming and took his family into a cel

lar under a house separate from his
main dwelling. This building over the
cellar was raised and dashed to pieces,
while his dwelling house only a few

feet away was not damaged in the
least While some of the family were
slightly bruised, no one was killed or
seriously injured here.

The next place visited was the home
of J. W. Bartlett. No one was killed
or injured here, but Mr. Bartlett's
house was taken off the foundation,
one side of the kitchen blown out and
the whole building so shattered and
wrecked that it is almost a total loss.

lie lost his barn, outbuildings, and a

fine orchard was terribly demoralized.

No stock killed, but one colt was badly

hurt
The home of Mr. L'ckard, only a

short distance from Mr. Bartlett's, was

wiped out of existence and nothing re-

mains of the house but the foundation.

Nobody killed here, but Mr. Eckard

hid a collar pone broken.

. - i
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11 and her son Will had taken
ntern and left the house to at--.

to some chickens when the cy-a-e

came in all its fury. They were
th dashed to the ground, then raised

1 the air and mingled with the flying

Ogs, lumber and furniture from the

house, and lodged against a tree or
onmothini ihov nnt ivlior Will

was carried clear to the back side of

the orchard, but found he was not
badly injured and started back toward
the house as soon as he could face the

terrible wind. He only went a short
distance when he found his little
nephew, Roy Little, a member of the
family that was so terribly afflicted
and which we will give au account of
further on. Roy, while badly injured,
was not dangerously hurt. A little
further on Will found his mother, who
had escaped death, but was badly hurt
and bruised up. 'She had one ankle
thrown out of joint and was otherwise
terribly bruised and mashed, but not
dangerously, it is thought. She says
that when she was first thrown to the
ground, something like a plow fell upon
her and held her for a short time, when
it was lifted off by the wind and then
timbers of some kind were piled upon
her. When the wind lifted these, she
thought perhaps nothing more would
strike her, as the fury of the storm
seemed to be abating, when she was
struck by something sharp on the left
side of the neck.which left an ugly gash.
Mrs. Hartsell is a lady about fifty years
of age. The two daughters who were
at home, Nellie and Lou, were in the
yard holding to each other during the
terrible ordeal and their escape from
instant death from the flying timbers
and debris seems miraculous. They
were only slightly bruised and escaped
almost entirely unhurt. John, the
youngest of the family, was just going
out of the kitchen when the cyclone
struck the house. He was picked up
and carried about fifty feet from the
house. Wonderful as it may seem, he
received hardly a scratch and was in
the thickest of the wreck. Mr. Hart-

sell was inside the house in the room
in the south side where the cyclone
first struck. The house was dashed to
pieces instantly and as this room he
was in was built partly of logs, his es-

cape from instant death is also mirac
ulous. He was dashed and slammed
around amongst the flying heavy tim
bers and household fnrniture and after
the wreck found himself wedged under
a pile of logs. He was terribly bruised
and cut up, but had no bones broken
nor was he injured internally. He was
a very feeble man and has had very
poor health since he was mustered out
of the United States service after the
civil war, in which he served faithfully
from the beginning to the end, con-

tracting diseases that ruined his health.
In his feeble health, how he could
stand the terrible treatment he receiv-
ed in this cyclone and come out alive
is a mystery. He displays wonderful
composure for a man who has lost
every vestige and particle of his pos
sessions on a farm that was fairly well

improved, and has nothing left of his
machinery, plows, wagons, household
goods and everything, except a few

head of stock and the barren land. In
his own language: "I did not have a
very fine house, but I had a pile of
stuff it has taken years of hard labor
to earn and now it i3 all gone." There
is little use to hunt for the most valu-

able article, for there was nothing too
strong for th- - terrible tornado to break
into a thousand pieces and scatter for
miles away. Mr. Hartsell had no in-

surance on anything and all is a total
loss, the only man we have heard of so

far who was in the track of the cyclone
in this locality and not iusured. Ev-

ery member of the family who was at
home at the time was left without a
stitch of clothing except what

they had on at the time. A

few articles of the men's clothing was

found, but were hardly worth digging
out of the mud and dirt. An old sol-

dier by the name of William Pointer,
from northern Indiana was stopping
at Mr. Ilartsell's at the time. He is an
old and feeble man and when the storm
came he was in the room with Mr.
Hartsell. He was thrown against the

heating stove, which he clutched and

was carried with it from there almost

to the barn, about twenty-fiv- e yards

away, hopng all the time to the stove.

He was badly mangled, bruised and

cut up, hardly a sound piece of flesh

being left on his body. He is still liv-

ing and able to move around a little.

He had in his pocket a leather pocket

book containing all his pension papers,
including his discharges, which werrf

carried away with everything else he

had. The soldiers at Oxford sent him
a suit of clothes and he is being cared

for by them. A fine young orchard of
Mr. Hattsell's is a total loss.

After leaving this place of terrible
destruction and desolation, the next
place visited was the once comfortable
home of Henry Massey, a bachelor.
We found Henry looking surprisingly
cheerful when there was hardly any-

thing left on his farm but his cellar.
He had just come in from a field a half
mile from the house and was carrying
his shaving brush, which he found safe
and sound. All of his buildings and
machinery, wagons, buggies and all is
a total loss. His fine orchard was ut
terly demolished and some of the lar-

gest trees uprooted and carried half a
mile away.

The Winsor school house, which
stood on a comer of Henry Massey's
farm, was all gone even a part of the
foundation and M as scattered for miles
across the fields. Beulah Chapel, a
Friends' church which stood just across
the road from the school house, was
demolished so that it would hardly
make kindling wood.

One half mile south we came to the
farm of Samuel Butterworth. Here
house, barn, farm machinery and fur-

niture was a mass of wreckage. Trees
and dead animals were piled in every
direction. Mr. Butterworth has a
leg broken and other members of the
family sustained injuries but no one
killed.

A little farther south is the home of
G. II. Winsor. His barn was destroyed
but the house was not molested. On

the floor of the summer kitchen at
this place, the writer witnessed the
saddest scene of all. Lying side by

side were father and four sons cold in
death, carried there from the next
farm west, where Wm. Little lived
and was killed, with four of his boys.
From all indications the boys
all lost their lives by being crush-

ed by a binder machine that crashed
into the room and mangled them in a
manner horrible to contemplate. The
children's names and ages are as fol-

lows: Arthur, 16 years; Samuel, 14

years; Bennie, 12 years and Ray, three
months.

William Little, aged years and
father of this afflicted family, was not
killed instantly but lived two hours
after the storm. His death was di-

rectly caused by a sharp piece of tim-

ber which entered his back and passed
almost through his body. When the
worst of the storm had passed over
and this family of seven left on the
bleak prairie where only a few mo-

ments before they were chatting to-

gether in their home, a happy family,
now scattered, some living and some
dead, in the awful darkness and beat-

ing rain, makes a scene too real and
awful to be pictured with pen in all its
dreadfulness. Mrs. Little was holding
the baby and it was torn from her
arms and dashed to death. She was
the first to speak and after calling the
name of her husband and then the
names of each of the children and re-

ceiving no answer, she again called to
her husband and he answered. He
told her he could not move and asked
her if she could not get to him. She

said that she would try and also told
him that she had two of the children
with her alive. She managed to crawl
to him and take the children with her.
When she got to him she found two of
the boys lying beside their father, dead.
Finding that she was able to get np
she got on her feet and found that she
could walk. Now came the trying
scene of the parting of husband and
wife. They could see the light at Mr.

Porter's, a quarter of a mile west and
Mr.' Little, being unable to rise and
knowing that he had only a little while
to live, began to urge his wife to try to
make her way to the light She at first
refused to leave him, but he insisted
that she make an attempt to save her
own life and the lives of the two chil-

dren. She finally consented and bid
him goodby, knowing that she proba-

bly would never see him alive again,

and as she was unable to go to the
funeral, she never saw his face again
after that parting, which can never be
fully realized by anyone but her. She
managed to drag herself and the chil-

dren to the light, told them enough for
them to know what had happened and
then fainted away. She was delirions
for a long time and is still suffering in-

describable pain from the cuts and
bruises and the terrible affliction of be-

reavement and trouble. Neighbors
carried the dead to Mr. Winsor's where
the bodies were prepared for burial.

It is seldom that a community is
called upon to witness a sadder scene
than the death and burial of William
Little and his four sons, called to the
great unknown without a moment's
warning by the terrible work of
the elements, placed side by

side in one grave, the father and sup-

port of the family, the three eldest sons
and the babe from its mother's arms,
leaving anly the mother and three
small chileren, all of which elicited an
unusual share of sympathy, as was
evinced by the great concourse of
friends and old neighbors who sadly
followed the remains of the father and
husband, sonB and brothers to their
last resting place. Friends met at the
home of G. II. Winsor at 10 o'clock
Sunday morning. A short prayer by

Elder Rehorn and a hymn by the Alli-

ance were offered. The procession,
which was a mile long when it started,
then proceeded to the Christian church
at Oxford, where services were con-

ducted by Elder Rehorn. Chapman
Alliance, No. 279, assisted by Avon
Center, Bu' na Vista and Fairview Al-

liances, th 'ii took charge of the re-- 1

mains a id the services at the grave
were conducted according to the im-

prest ive form of that order. Wm. Lit-

tle was an earnest worker in the re-

form cause He was a member of the
Christian church and an ardent stu-

dent of the Bible. In short he was one
of the be, t men in Sumner county, a
hard woi ker and respected by every-

body. This terrible storm seems to
have indicted its most terrible fury
upon the two families of Little and
Hartsell. virtually one and the same
family, but liviug seven miles apart
Little was a of Ilartsell's.
One of Li ctU' children was at Ilart-
sell's 'di fe'.ne and escaped with se-

vere injuries.

J. W. Showalter's home, a few miles
southeast of Mr. Little's was also
entirely destroyed. There were eleven
persons in his house at the time aud
none of them escaped injury. Mr.

Showalter received several serious
wounds and was injured internally,
lie is still in a precarious condition.
Hij wife was also badly bruised up. A
man employed by Mr. Showalter re-

ceived bad injuries and his daughter
had an ugly gash cut in her forehead.
No one killed. Only two buildings on

his large farm were left standing.

The writer did not visit the scene of
destruction further south, but the re-

ports from all the places in all of the
track of the cyclone are much the
same as the above descriptions. Ev-

erything in its path was utterly de-

molished. Neither did we look over
the field north of Oxford.

A few cases only were selected by

the writer for description and all other
families in its pathway fared about the
same, comparatively. One reason
these families were selected and details
given of their losses and misfortunes,
from the many, is because this paper
reaches many of their friends in the
east and another is that it would be

impossible to describe separately the
manner in which it destroyed the
homes of all in its track in this couuty- -

The following from the Oxford
Mocking Bird, shows that it did its
work as completely northwest of Ox-

ford:
Chas. Jackson who lives five miles

northwest of town was in this morn-
ing and reported much damage done to

and said that h s mother was
firoperty

the storm but he hoped not
seriouslf.

A report from Whitman says that
the bridge across the Ninnescah river
is down and that Whitman school
house is demolished. Mr. Whitman's
house was moved from the foundation
and the store of Leland Davis was
almost whollv destroyed.

Nearly all the property in this
immediate vicinity was covered by

storm insurance except that of Mr.
Hartsell which is an entire loss.

Ben L"wrey reports that the house
of Desert Taton, four and one-ha- lf

miles northwest of town was destroyed
and that Mrs. Taton. an aged lady, was
hurt so badlv- that she was not expect-

ed to live. E. S. Miller says that Will

Nice's buildings are damaged to the
extent of 82,.

The South Haven New Era, the next

day after the cyclone, gave the follow-

ing description of its depredations
along the route it took northeast of

that place:
Between 8 aud 9 o'clock Thursday

nicht during the storm, a destructive
cyclone started. U some two miles east

of South naven and taking a mrth-ea- st

direction, swept everything in its
course for several miles. The first
work of the cyclone was the destruc-
tion of T. Noble's house, southeast of
town, wnicn was badly demolished and
Mr. Noble seriously injured. John
Wright's place was next in the course
and was wrecked after the most
approved style. Then came James
Brann's place where the house, which
was a light structure, was swept com-
pletely away, but no one was injured.
At this point the cyclone seemed, to
spread out without the loss of any of
its destructive qualities, and struck the
house immediately east of J. S. Brann's
occupied by Mr.' DeWitt and also
James House's place a half mile
further east. At the DeWitt place
the frame of the house was blown
clear away, the floor and contents of
the house being left intact Mrs.

who had a young baby, born at
10 o'clock in the morning, was left
lying in her bed undisturbed but badly
frightened. She was immediately
taken to J. S. Brann's house and will
probably sustain little injury from the
shock.

James House's place was completely
devastated. The house was blown into
atoms, household effects, wagon, birggy,
wheat bins and everything but Bis
horses, were swept away, none of the
family were injured, having taken
efuge in a cave, which had been com-

pleted the evening of the cyclone.
Horace and lfile Home were the

next victims in the path of destruction
each of them having a house blown
away, one of them, however, was un-

occupied. The house on Gene Droie's
east farm was also destroyed. Then
came Mr. Higgins' place and Harris
Riley's everything being swept clean.
At Frank Shepherd's farm the large
fruit trees were torn up by the roots
and piled up along the hedge fence.
The house was blown some forty or
fifty feet and lodged against the hedge,
a large corn crib full of grain, had the
shingles on the south side all torn off
the sheeting and presented a peculiar
appearance.

At John Bowermaster's the house
was completely wrecked, the building
by some freak of the elements having
been caved in from all sides and the
family buried under the debris. It is
remarkable that they escaped with
their lives, but none were injured but
Mr. Bowermaster himself, who after
getting freed from the wreck rescued
the rest of the family.

M. H. Maple's house was totally de-

stroyed and Mr. and Mrs.
Maple and son injured. Mr. Maple is
now lying at the point of death, having
been unconscious ever since his injury,
and his sixteen-year-ol- d son Is also in a
critical condition, having an ugly gash
across his head and his face badly
bruised.

Mr. Mohart, who lived in a small
house near Mr. Maple's where he was
feeding cattle, was carried, house and
all, several hundred yards where the
house was wrenched to pieces, and. he
was thrown to the ground and injured
in the back, every stitch of clothing
being torn off of him.

The Mulvane Record gives the
following list of casualties from the
scene in northeast Sumner. This
report is not complete, however.

A destructive cyclone swept through
the county five miles east of Mulvane
between 8 and '.) o'clock last night,
March 31. Its direction was north-
east, and its track was about one mile
wide.

Jake Timm, house destroyed. He
is quite severely hurt on thigh and
foot.

Henry Timm, house destroyed.
Sam McKee, roof toni off house and

house badly wrecked. Smallest boy

hurt by organ being blown over on
liiin.

Mr. Aker's house blown down and
one man badly hurt.

liarn on the Scott farm entire wreck.
Willis house destroyed.
Henry Evans, house on Willis farm

destroyed.
Herb Whitted, barn destroyed and

one horse killed.
John Keller's barn was entirely de-

stroyed. His house moved off its
foundation and badly wrecked. One
mule killed.

II. C. Ilelbert's house and barn were
completely torn to pieces, and pieces
of lumber, articles of furniture, carpets
and other things scattered all around.
The animals in the barn were not
hurt, but they were shut in among
the debris so that it was almost im-

possible to get them out Some of his
animals were killed by flying timbers.
Both house and barn are a total loss.
Insurance $1400.

Dick Webster, Tom Adio and Billy
Bugg all had their houses torn down.

Mr. Varuey's house and Squire
Thedgic's barn were destroyed. L. W.
Dunnel's wind mill blown down and
badly damaged.

Three or four houses were blown
down in Clearwater.

Six persons are reported killed in
Towanda.

Great excitement prevailed all over
the couutry, and the people were out
all night with lanterns.

II. C. Helbert had the only cyclone
insurance we beard of among all tue
losses.

The storm extended through other
counties north and is said to have
passed clear through Kansas, Nebraska
and even did destruction as far as
Chicago, Ills.

Full reports from other localities are

given on another page of this issue in
telegraphic form, which we suppose is
about as reliable as all telegraphic
reports. The above reports of the
damage done by the cyclone through
this county, were all written from
personal observations, with no coloring
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