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THE ALASKAN GOLD FIELDS. 

WAGES FROM TEN TO FIFTY DOL- 

LARS PER DAY. 

Condensed Summary of What Is Be. j 
ing Printed About Them—Other 

Discoveries. 

The excitement all around the world 
caused by the wonderful finds of gold 
in Alaska in what is known as the 
Klondike gold fields has been unparal- 
leled since the discovery of the pre- 
cious metal in California. Column of- 
ter column of editorials have been pub- 
lished warning the people against the 

terrible sufferings that must be endur- 

ed, of the months of total darkness 
and fearful cold of the Arctic region— 
of the 2,000 miles which must be trav- 

ersed to reach the Klondike from the 

seaports, through the mountain passes 
and over frequently impassable trails. 

It is being earnestly brought to the 
attention of the hundreds who are en- 

deavoring to go in search of gold that 
there can but be actual famine.starva- 
tion and death by the terrible cold. 
That no one should think of starting 
with less than $1,000 in money and 
the most carefully selected outfit and 
much preparation, and that none but 
the strongest can survive the rigors of 
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many rush off, heedless of advice and 

thoughtless as to consequences. 
That a large per cent, of these will 

never return is absolutely certain. All 

reports say it is absolutely impossible 
to reach the gold fields from this coun- 

try before the coming spring. 
It would be impossible for the Star 

to publish such extended reports as 

are to be seen in the large city dailies, 
but we attempt by careful editing, to 

give our reader as good an idea of the 

subject as can be obtained. 

Qovernor Brady on the KlondIKe country. 

Washington.—John G. Brady, gov- 
ernor of Alaska, has sent to Secretary 
Bliss a personal letter in which he 

says: 
“Steamships are passing daily for 

Dyea and Skaguay loaded to the ut- 
most with passengers and supplies. 
The news just out of the Klondike by 
reliable men is calculated to raise the 
excitement to a higher pitch. The 

shipment of dust by the mouth of the 
Yukon will be all of 2}£ tons. Rich 
finds have been made well up on the 
sides of the mountain and the old say- 
ing that ‘Gold is where you find it and 

silver runs in veins’ seems to be em- 

phasized in that district. 
A conservative estimate is that there 

are 5,000 men at Skaguay and along 
the trail on the White pass with their 

supplies and only a small per cent, of 
the number can get across. Some 

parties are dividing up and will try to 

send men over with supplies, while 
the others will go into camp until 

spring.” 
High Prices for Labor. 

K. C. Star.—Harmon Harris, a Kan- 
sas City young man who left Kansas 

City for the Klondike in July, writes 
under date of August 21: 

“I am in Skaguay at last and I am 

more than pleased with the place. 
There are 3,000 people here. The town 

is in a valley between two mountains. 
river uowb uiruu^u uie vanvy which 

is tilled with trout (the river not the 

valley.) I believe this is going to ba 
the largest town in Alaska. There is 
a good trail here and they are build- 

ing a wharf. People are making from 
$:i0 to $100 a day hauling freight. One 
man with a wagon told me that he 
made $150 yesterday. Another man 

with a wheelbarrow made $20. Grub 
is as low as in the states, but whisky 
is twenty-five cents a drink, 

There are three steamers in port and 
seven more coming. If they keep on 

coming I can’t see how the people arc 

going to find standing room. 1 expect 
to start packing over the trail to-mor- 

row and hope to get to Dawson in 
about three weeks.” 

First Three Days a Test. 

Klondike letter to the Chicago Tri- 
bune.—“The first day out the argonaut 
drinks at each of the many rivulets 
that cross the trail like silvery threads, 
to cool the fever within. The second 

day liuds him stiff, sore and nearly ex- 

hausted, leaning panting against a 

rock. The third day he will either 
turn back or show the grit that is in 
him. 

Only the pluckiest of the plucky can 

ever reach Dawson City under present 
conditions, No matter how much am- 

bition he may have to hunt gold, he 
must take up a pack himself it he 
would make progress, Outfits are 

carried forward, fifty or 100 pounds to 

the man, two, three or more miles and 
cached. The same toilsome journey is 

repeated again and again until the 

whole outfit is advanced to the firs* 
cache. They it is relayed again in the 
same manner to another cache several 
miles ahead. Packers who have been 
three weeks on the trail have not 
reached the summit with a thousand 
pound outfit. Those who have horses 
cannot use them owing to the almost 
impassable condition of the trail. 

Twenty Der cent of the outfits 

brought by a hundred ships has not 
been carried six of the long forty-five 
miles over the Skaguay trail, and they 
won’t be, either this year. 

Skaguay's Situation Dark. 

Seattle, Wash.—George 15. Kittener, 
the Delaware millionaire who arrived 
from the Skaguay trail a few days ago 

says that miners were breaking down 
under the strain caused by the liard- 
shi ps they were compelled to endure. 

Tlieiving and crime had increased to 
such a degree that on August 27 the 
executive committee met and promul- 
gated an order that the first man 

caught stealing would be hanged 
without even the formality of a trial 
or leave to say his prayers. 

One thousand men have gone to 
work on the trail to try to open it up, 
no one being allowed in the meantime 
to go through. Many men will wait 
till snow falls and take their outfits 
over on sleighs. 

Collector Ives is endeavoring to rid 
the town of whisky smugglers and sa- 

loon men, and clean out the disorderly 
element. 

A Letter to the Treasury Department. 

Washington. Sept. 8.—The trearury 
department yesterday gave out a letter 
from a government official now on his 

way to the Northwest gold fields, 
with a statement that he had been in 
the service a dozen years and was 

thoroughly reliable. The letter had 
been written from Dyea August 12 
and was out of the writer’s line of 
duty. It stated that the writer had 
been informed by Mr. lyes, collector 
of customs for Alaska, who was then 
at Skaguay, that there were on the 

Skaguay trail between the tidewater 
and the lakes 4,000 persons and 2.00C 
horses, that by the middle of Septem- 
ber sixteen vessels would have landed 
3,500 more persons who would attempt 
to go in this fall, that experienced 
miners were agreed that not more 

than 20 per cent of the whole number 
could reach Dawson before winter and 
that hundreds would inevitably perish 
ou the trail after October 1. 

Ice Trains on the Yukon. 

Dallas. Tex.—C. M. Deane has in- 
vented an ice locomotive and a com- 

pany has been organized to build a 

trial engine and train, which they ex- 

pect to have at the mouth of the 
Yukon river by November 1, or as 

soon as ice has sufficiently’ formed. 
Mr. Deane stated that he hoped to 

carry an entire train load of Texans 
up the river on his trial trip. He is cor 

responding with various companies 
being organized to go to Alaska, with 
the object of placing a tiain on any 
river in Alaska or Canada, provided 
the company will be large enough tc 

justify the expense. 
Gold Dredger for the Yukon. 

A St. Louis company has beeD form- 
ed with the purprse of dredging the 
bottom of the Yukon river. A dredge 
boat is being constructed of special 
desicn which it is believed will cel 

everything worth having out of the 
river in no time. It will be equipped 
with a sand pump, which will handle 
!100 tons per hour. Patent sluice boxes 
will be placed on each side on the boal 
running its entire length, and so ar- 

ranged that all the gold will be saved, 
however fine. 

During the season, the dredge will 

operate twenty-four hours a day. In 
sand which runs but $50 a ton, which 
is a conservative estimate, it will be 
seen that the boat will have a capac- 
ity of $240,000 a day. The expedition 
will be provisioned for two years, and 
a gasoline launch will act as a tender, 
making regular trips to the mouth of 

| the Yukon, thus keeping connection 
with the base of supplies. 

Nooody can join the expedition 
without money, and each membei 
must have life and accident insurance 
in favor of the company. The boal 
will be completed and delivered to the 
mouth of the Yukon, ready to move, 
as soon as the ice leaves the river. 

Northern Gold Claim Sold For $150,000. 
Beattie, Wash.—Harry Ash, gambier 

who has gold interests along Bonanza, 
Eldorado, Hunker and other creeks, 
has sold two entire claims, half of 
another and a third of still another foi 
S75,000, while Joe Lowe of Circle Cit} 
has sold part of his interests at tilt 
same figure, the purchaser in both in- 
stances being a New York city combi- 
tion. 

For all kinds of toilet articles, up- 
to-date in every particular, go to tht 

| Jackson Drug Co. 

L DeQueen Street 

j Lumber Yard 
For Cash I will sell you all kind3 
of Native Lumber, Shingles, 
Sash. Doors, Paints and Oil. 

I Will Sell Only For Cash, 
Therefore will have no bad debts 
to make up on good customers. 
Come and see me. 

JAS W. EDWARDS, • PROP’R. 

fi. n. OREY’S 

BARBER :: SHOP. 
The Only First Class Ilarher Shop in the 

City. Everything Neat and Clean. 

HOTOR COLD BATHSAT ANYHOUR. 
Mena St., Near Sherwood Avenue. 

MENA, : : : ARKANSAS. 

U/. I. BOYEI^, 
Undertaker % 

Embalmer. 
Goods always in stock. 

Pickering Avenue South of Depot. 

G. W. PULTZ, 

Contractor and 
Buieder.^^ 

Shop on Sherwood avenue, op- 
psite Freight Depot. 

John H. Hamilton. B. F. Thomson. 

Real Estate Agency. 
City and Country Property 

Bought and Sold, 
Either for Townslte Company or Individuals 

JHO. H. HAMILTON & CO., 
MENA Polk County, Arkansas. 

Clark & Clement 
STAPLE # FANCY 

Groceries^ 
Country Propuce Bought & Sold. 

Call and examine prices while in 
the city. 

I)e Queen Street, 
Between Sherwood and Janssen Avenues. 

DRESSMAKING. 
Ladies, 

You need not send your silks 

away to be made up. \Ve do tine 
modish work. 

The Misses Fees. 
Frst door from Hotel Mena, on Mena street. 

w. A, REESE, M. D. 
MENA, POLK COUNTY, ARK. 

... —« 

Surgery and Difficult Cases. 
Division Surgeon, K. C., P. & G. 

C. E. HOPE, 
Baggage and Transfer Line, 

Work guaranteed and prices in keep 
ing with the times. Agent for JWalte 
Pierce Oil Co. 

MENA, ARK. 
I 

POLK M’PHETRIIAGE, .1. C, KVKB8. 

McPHETRIDGE & 

BYERS, ■ _ 

Attorneys at Law. 

Office, second floor, MENA, 
Blocksom building ARK. 

J. King’s Shoe Shop. 
I Any kind of work with leather 

done satisfactorily, 
MCDONALD’S STAND. I)E QUEEN ST. 

S. L. LINDSAY, 
rDen-tlst.^A 

315 Mena St. 
j MENA. : : ARKANSAS 

HOMES" [FARMS 
Good Homes. Good Farms. 

Here is Your Chance to Get Them. 
No. 1. A new three room cottage with 

porch and hall, stone foundation, plastered 
walls, nicely painted and finished, good well 
of water, on corner of Houert avenue and 
Hermann street, lot 10x100. Price $550 

No. 3. One 80 acre farm, 4 miles west of 
Mena, on public road, all tillable, 35 acres 
under good rail fence and in cultivation, bal- 
ance in timber, one double log house, good 
cribs and stables, large garden, 3 acres in or- 

chard, good well and spring. Price $040. 
No. 5. One 100 acre farm, four miles west 

of Itusks Station, 50 acres under fence and 
in cultivation, balance well timbored, two 
sets of cheap log houses, 100 bearing fruit 
trees, 5 never failing springs, a fine stock 
farm, good range near, l'rice $000. 

No. 0. One 100 acre farm on the Ouachita 
river one mile from Heath station, 0 miles 
from Mena, 00 acres in cultivation and fenced 
balance in timber, mostly bottom laud, two 
sets of buildings and outhouses, small orchard 
and fine well of water. Ouachita runs 

through hut never overflows. Price $1,100. 
No, 7. 40 acres, 1 mile from Mena 10 

acres in cultivation, balance good timber, all 
tillable. Price $400. 

No. 8. 80 acres, 40 acres iu cultivation, 
all tillable, good timber, fair improvements, 
good well, some fruit, one mile from Mona, 
uice location. Price $800. 

No. 9. 80 acres, three miles from Mena, 
30 acres in cultivation, poor improvements, 
all tillable land, good school and church near 
by. A bargain at $500. 

No. 10. 160 acres, 90 acres in cultivation, 
good improvements, running water, nice 
place. Price $1,500. 

TBACTB IN ST. JOHN’S SUB DIVISION OF THE 
EUBKKA ADDITION TO MENA. 

No. 27. East half of lot 1, block 10, lOOx- 
167, part cleared and good for garden, sbado 
trees on front end, nicely located. Price 
$175. 

No. 13. Lots 10 and 11, block 10, lot 10 
115x300, lot 11 110x300, both front on Honert 
avenue, all cleared. Price lot 10 $130, lot 11 
$115. 

No. 17. 800 acres in a flue farm 16 miles 
out. 200 acres in river bottom, with mount- 
tains all around for thousands of acres, free 
for outside range; can be divided. Price on 

application. This is s fine place. 
No. 18. 340 acres, 1 mile from Mena, well 

improved. Price $15 per acre. 
No. 19, 40 acres 1 mile from Mena. Price 

$10 per acre. 

No. 20. 100 acres, 3)j miles from Mona, 40 
acres Improved. Price $900. 

No. 21. 320 acres, 3 miles from Mena, well 
improved, on railroad. Price $10 per acre. 

No. 22. 880 acres, 12 miles from Mena, 80 
acres bottom land. Price $4 .50 per acre. 

No. 24. 400 acres, well improved rivsr bot- 
tom, 4 miles out. Price $15 per acre. 

No. 25. loo acres, eight miles east of Mona, 
30 acres in cultivation, good lour room house, 
good crib and stable, garden, never failing 
spring, 100 bearing apple trees loaded with 
apples, some plum, peach and chestnnt trees, 
post-office In sight, and one half mile to 
school and church house. Price, with crop of 
22 acres of corn and 8 acres of oats thrown in 
if sold before the same is harvested, $000. 
Possession given immediately after sale if so 
desired. 

No. 28. Two good business lots, 7 and 9 in 
block 45, on Do Queen street, each 25x140 ft. 
Price $350 each. 

No. 30. Twenty acres of land one mile 
from town, lays nice on good road. A bar- 
gain at $400. 

No. 31. Husiness lot on Mona street, nica 
location. Price $450. 

No. 34. An acre lot in Eureka addition, 
with house 14x28, two rooms. Price 200. 

No. 35. 800 acre farm in Sevier county, 
300 acres in cultivation. 300 acres in river 
bottom, excellent timber; large residence, 
large barn, gin house (steam giu improved 
machinery); six good tenant houses anu other 
improvements; three never fsMing wells, 
numerous never failing springs, seven acres 
in orchard and vineyard. A splendid farm 
for stock. All red or mulatto soil. Price 
$5,000, A great bargain. 

No. 36. flood business lot on Mena street, 
opposite Hotel Mena; nice location. Price 
$300. 

No. 37. A 240 acre farm on Hoard ('amp 
creek, 75 acres in cultivation, balance in tim- 
ber, small orchard, two good wells of water 
and creek through farm, school bouse on the 
land. This is good land and a good farm— 
can be divided so as to make two good farms. 
Has two sets of cheap houses, out buildings, 
etc. on it. Price $1,500. Will take Mena 
property in part payment, terms easy. Also 
100 bushels wheat, crop of 30 acres Icorn, 3<l 
head of hogs, mule team and wagon and 7 
bead of cattle can be had with the place. 

No. 38. Lots 1 and 2 block 11; lot 1 cleared 
and fenced ready to cultivate; land ex- 
cellent for garden aud on good street. Price, 
lot 1, $250, lot 2, $200. These are choice bar- 
gains. 

CALL ON OR ADDRESS 

A. W. ST. JOHN & CO., 
“Star" Office, : : Mena, Ark. 

| furnitureT] 
;r All Kinds Of J> 

{Furniture and . . 

I House Furnishing Goods. 1 
Z Call and see us and get prices before buying elsewhere. X, 

| w. H. booth & CO. } 
X Corner Oe Queen Street and P1*»n», AeL- '• 
'? Honert Avenue. ... * ICIIct, rll K, • 

Established August, 1896. 

W. I. BOYER, 
DEALER IN 

puncture, f[\a{{\r)6, 
Oil Cloth, Shades, Etc. 

I am the oldest established dealer in the city and can fill your 
wants in anything in my line. Remember the place 's on the south 
side of the railroad near depot, and that my name is on building. 

R. M. QUIOLEY, EDWARD KEOGH, J. SPENCER KELLY. 
President. Vice President. Cashier. 

THE BfHG* OF l^El^fl, 
Capital Paid Up, $10,000.00.] 

This Hank does a general banking business and offers to its 
customers any accommodations their deposits and financial standing 
will justify. 

REFERENCES: The National Hank of Commerce, Kansas 
City, Mo.; Robert Gillbam, Kansas City, Mo. 

F. M. REEVES & CO., 
Real - Estate - Brokers. 

NOTARY PUBLIC IN OFFICE. 

j For Bargains Call at Corner of Mena Street and Port Arthur Avenue. 


