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“When fortune smiles on thee, take 
, the advantage. ” 

The Mena mills are all busy 
getting out lumber to supply the 
constantly increasing demand. 

The fruit industry of this coun- 

ty is rapidly coming to the front, 
and ere long we will send as much 
fruit as cotton to the markets. 

Growing orchards, laden with 
the best of fruits, will soon take 
the places where trees are being 
cut to saw into lumber for export 
and local use. 

To reach the people of Mena 
and Polk county, business men 

should advertise in the Star, ns it 
goes into the homes of more peo- 
ple than all the other papers in 
the county combined. 

Delinquent tax payers of Polk 
county should bear in mind that if 
their taxes are not paid on or be- 
fore December 10, 1897, the pen- 
alty suspended by the legislature 
till that date, will be added and 
col leeted._ 

We will in a few days have 
blank petitions at this office for 
distribution asking congress to 

adopt a postal savings bank system 
at its next session. Anyone who 
will circulate these can have one 

and when tilled we will take pleas- 
ure in forwarding them to the 
proper parties to be presented to 

congress._ 
In proof of the popularity of 

the postal savings bank system as 

proposed to be established in this 
country, both the republican and 
democratic conventions, of the 
(5th congressional district of Illi- 
nois. where a member of congress 
is to be elected this fall, adopted 
resolutions favoring such a sys- 
tem. 

Along the line of great reforms 
needed by the people of this coun- 

try, we need postal savings banks, 
one-cent letter postage, free de- 
livery of mail in rural districts, 
and a parcel post. These are all 
necessary for the welfare and hap- 
piness of the people, and now is 
the time for the people to ask for 
their adoption. 

A copy of the proceedings of 
the Arkansas Press Association 
meeting for 1897, held at Para- 
gould, June 1—3, has been kindly 
left at this office. The pamphlet 
contains about seventy pages, and 
is a model in typographical ap- 
pearance, and a credit to the Ar- 
kansas Democrat, of Little Rock, 
where it was printed. Mena was 

represented among the officers of 
the Association by Chas. K. Shan- 
kle, of the News. 

The Gazette Publishing Co., of 
Little Rock, has been sued in the 
supreme courts of New York for 
$100,000, amount claimed for 
libel, for having published an 

item of news sent out to all papers 
iress dis- 
io matter 

editorially, the Gazette concludes 
as follow-s: “If Mr. Brewer and 
his association succeed in get- 
ting a judgment they will be far 
richer than they would have been 
had their enterprise proved to be 
a success.” This of course im- 
plies that the Gazette Publishing 

I 

Co. can easily ami readily pay the 
little sum demanded, as of course 

most newspapers are abundantly 
able to do. We have no doubt 
but that .either of our Mena con- 

temporaries could easily draw 
their check for that amount and 
never miss it. 

The Mt~Ida Herald says: “The 
number of school children enrolled 
in Montgomery county this year is 
3,422. Last year the enrollment 
was 3,699.” It is possible that the 
severe drouth of tne last two years 
had something to do with the 

growth of the children which ac- 

counts for the falling off in num- 

bers. 
_ 

“They were under the influence 
of liquor,” is the concluding line 
of an account where Jim Elkins 
shot and killed his brother Bob, 
as the result of a quarrel. Whole 
volumes of misery and sorrow are 

expressed in the words quoted 
above, also volumes of warning 
telling all young men never to 
touch strong drink. 

The Star is pleased to n >te that 
the experiments made bv the pos- 
tal department, of free delivery 
in several districts, havo proven 
in every way satisfactory, and 
that the assistant postmaster-gen- 
eral recommends the adoption or 

at least an extension of tlie sys- 
fnm HPhia rnfnrm 

that of the postal savings banks, 
is along the ri^ht line, and one 

that congress should enact laws 
to put in operation. There is no 

just reason why those living in 
small towns and in the country 
should not have Jthe advantage of 
a free delivery of letters and pa- 
pers the same as those who live in 
the larger towns or cities. 

The Farm Journal, published 
by Wihnor Atainson Company. 
Philadelphia, is an earnest advo- 
cate of the postal savings bank 
system, and will send blank pe- 
titions (as also will the Chicago 
Record) to any who apply. This 
is an important move in the inter- 
est of the great mass of the people 
and one that every man should 
take an active interest in. The 
question will come before con- 

gress at its next session, and every 
man who favors it should let his 
member of congress know that he 
wants him to work and vote for 
the measure. A petition should 
be circulated in every school dis- 
trict. We have one at this office 
and want every reader of the Star 
to call and sign it. 

All Happy But the Officer. 
From the Kansan City Journal. 

A sensational ease with a fanny side 
is reported from El Heno. A couple 
arrived at the principal hotel and reg 
istered themselves as man and wife, 
in fact, they were elopers, one having 
ran away from a wife and the other a 

husband. In the course of a week the 

injured husband and the injured wife 
arrived from Kentucky and caused the 
arrest of the pair. The deserted man 

and woman had Dever seen each other 
V a 1_ 1 ! ! M — 2 a 
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pers from Kentucky they stopped at 

the same hotel and formed an acquain- 
tance. HaviDga common grief they 
became interested in each other, and, 
on the day the requisition papers were 

to arrive, they astonished the officers 

by eloping on their own account, go- 
ing to Texas, where they are uow sup- 
posed to be. The first pair of elopers 
were released from jail, and the Ken- 

tucky officer returned home, after in- 

forming the local paper that he 

“hoped a rattlesnake would bite him 
if he ever traveled a thousand miles 

again to help a couple of men trade 
wives.” 

Limbless Cotton. 
From the Khushs City Journal. 

An interesting sight at Opelika, Ala. 
is a patch of * limbless” cotton. The 

plants are from five to seven feet high 
and have no limbs or branches at all. 
The bolls form on little twigs two and 
three inches long, and when in bloom 
the stalks present the appearance of a 

white column, A crop of about four 
bales to the acre is what is expected 
under fair conditions. This Alabama 
patch is the property of the Rev. Mr. 
I. N. Fitzpatrick, a presiding elder of 
the negro Methodist church, and such 
is his care of his unique crop and his 
confidence in his neighbors that he 
watches it at night with dog and gun. 

Snow Storm in Denver. 
Denver, Col.. Oct. 15,—Thefirstsnow 

storm of the season began here shortly 
before midnight A heavy fall is re- 

ported from the mountain towns. 
Overcoats are m general use here to- 

night 

CURRENT EVENTS IN BRIEF. 

Joe Patchen, the famous black pacer 
went a mile in 2:02% at Joliet, 111.. 

Ooctober 20, drawing a four-wheeled 

sulky. 
A tornado and tidal wave is reported 

as having devastated one of the Philli- 

pine islands, killing several thousand 
natives. 

Denver, Col., has leased the plant of 
the Consolidated Gas company of that 

city, agreeing to pay 6 per cent on the 

appraised valuation for a term of eight 
years. 

An effort is to be made to have cob- 

gress pass a law providing that women 

marrying old soldiers after the passage 
of the act shall not be entitled to draw 
a widow's pension on the death of the 
husband. 

An order has been issued denying 
promotion to railway postal clerks whc 
drink intoxicants, use tobacco in any 
form or swear, and many formerl 

pleasant faces are now overshadowed 
with grief. 

Senor DeLome, the Spanish ministei 
at Washington, has been instructed tc 

notify the American government tha» 
henceforth filibustering expeditions 
will be regarded as breaches of inter- 
national law. 

George Young, a farmer near Blue 
Earth City, Minn., shot and killed his 

wife, two small boys and himself on 
on ait J •„ *_i.t_ n_i 
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ness and domestic troubles are sup- 
posed to be the cause. 

An Illinois saloonkeeper is alleged 
to have sold liquor to a man, which 
made him drunk, which condition 
caused him to be killed in a runaway. 
The widow sued the saloonkeeper and 
a jury awarded her $10,000 damage. 

Much anxiety is felt in London over 

the determined resistance of the 
! revolters in India and the heavy losses 

of the British forces. Efforts are 

being made to secure more troops to 

assist in putting down the rebellion. 

The American Agriculturist says 
that the potato crop of the country is 

fully 30 per cent short of the average 
in tonnage and that the quality is very 
poor. Blight and rot caused by ex- 

treme weather conditions is given as 

the reason. 

Owing to the prevalence of yellow 
fever at Montgomery, Ala., and the 

quarantine against that city by all the 
other cities of the state, the governor 
and state officers have located tempo- 
rarily at Birmingham, where all the 
state business is transacted. 

At New Madrid, Mo., George West- 
man. aged 50, shot his stepdaughter 
and then blew his brains out. He had 
been suspected of intimacy with the 

young woman, who was about to be- 
come a mother, and this is supposed 
to be the cause of the crime. 

Seventeen cattle belonging to the 
herd of the Kansas College of Agricul- 
ture have been destroyed at Manhat- 
ten in order to wipe out bovine tuber- 
culosis, with which they were afflicted. 
This course was taken by the advice 
of and in the presence of experts. 

Spain has made a reply to President 
McKinley's letter about the Cuban 
troubles. The impression in Madrid is 
that it may cause a crisis, and Europe- 
an papers are earnestly discussincr the 
possibilities of a war between the Uni- 
ted States and tSpain and probable 
results. 

The Yukon river in Alaska is frozen 
hard and all boats are laid up for the 
winter. No more gold will come from 
the Klondike until spring. Reports 
say there are near (5,000 people in Daw- 
son City, at least 1,000 of whom will 
be obliged to flee from impending 
starvation. 

Secretary (lage, of the United States 
treasury announces a plan for curren- 

cy reform, which will be submitted to 

congress this winter. It favors refud- 
ing the national debt, the redemption 
of outstanding paper money and 

j the extension of the national 
banking system to small towns. He 
says that while he believes in the en- 

tire withdrawal of the greenbacks 
from circulation, the plan has been 
abandoned as politically impracticable. 

The body of the little child found in 
the Missouri river at Kansas City, was 

not that of Cecile Lovine as it was sup- 
posed to be at the time the Star was 

published last week. Cecile Lovine 
| was found to be with an uncle in Kan- 
sas, where she had been taken by her 
father. The murder of the little une 

j is still attracting much attention, and 
I indications now point to the crime hav- 

ing been committed by a band of gyp- 
sies. and that the child was a daughter 
of James Nation, of Elwood, Kan., 
who was kidnaped a year ago. 

Last July John Schlegel, a German 

groeervman. shot and killed Dr. L. A. 

Burger, a prominent Kansas City phy- 
sician. givintr as his reason that Berger 
had made a criminal assault on Mrs. 

Schlegel in his office nine months be- 

fore. A jury has acquitted the mur- 

derer on the grounds of insanity. 

United States Senator Morgan has 
returned from the Hawaiian islands 
and says he favors annexation bv the 
United States more strongly than ever, 

and intimates that it will likely take 

place within a year He says Hawaii 
is nractically indispensible to this 

country and that the only opposition 
is that of a few Liluokaini royalists. 

Coal miners of Osage county, Kan., 
are said to be much agitated over the 
fact that the present administration is 

mining and selling so much penitenti- 
ary coal at such low prices as to prac- 
tically crowd free mined coal out of 
the market. From figures given out 

the Osage miners have made less than 

85 per month since the Leedy adminis- 
tration took charge of the state’s 
affairs. 

T? o non knSn/v m n d n krr f k a 

of Emmet Dalton, the notorious Kan- 
sas outlaw now serving a life sentence 

in the Kansas penitentiary, to secure 

his release. Dalton is foreman of the 

prison tailor shop and it has been 
stated that he has made a member of 
the board of pardons a present of a 

fine suit, and it is said other members 
of the board may secure the same fa- 
vor, indicating a chance for a small 
scandal. 

Sheriffs. B. Lard, of Riley county, 
Kan., arrested Ike Warren, a jointist, 
at Leonardville last Thursday and 

placed a deputy in charge of the pris- 
oner and stock of liquors. The deputy 
got drunk, allowed Warren to take his 

pistol from him, who started to leaye, 
but met Sheriff Lard and shot 
him to death. A mob started to lynch 
the murderer but was pursuaded not 
to do so by County Attorney Irish, and 
he was lodged in jail. 

R F. Morris, 60 years old and one of 
the richest citizens of Howell, Wood- 
ruff county, Mo., in his capacity as 

school director, answered a ycung 
lady’s apnlication for the position as 

teacher in such a manner that she 
turned the letter over to the author- 
ities. Morris was arrested charged 
with sending obscene matter through 
the mail and has been sentenced to 

serve one year and one day in the fed- 
eral prison at Leavenworh, Kan. 
-«- 

Interesting Items. 
From the Farmer and Fruitman. 

The annual poultry product of the 
United States exceeds the value of the 
cotton and tobacco crops combined. 

The ’Frisco road alone transported 
497 cars of strawberries from South 
Missouri and Northern Arkansas this 
season. 

The first carload of choice Elberta 
peaches shipped from Georgia to New 
York sold for $3 per crate for the en- 

tire earload. 

The hogs that die from the cholera 
should be burned and not buried—and 
that as soon as they die. It destroys 
the germs which produce the disease. 

Charcoal, sulphur, lime, carbolic 
acid and pure water, and clean pens, 
are good remedies for hog cholera, 
but they must be used before the di- 
sease breaks out. 

Orchards should be plowed late in 
the fall. By this means many of the 
iaryae of hurtful insects are destroyed 
and the ground is put in condition for 
receiving and storing moisture. 

A. Nelson, of Lebanon, had a patch 
of strawberries this season that yield- 
ed at the rate of 14,040 qurats to the 
acre. The plants were enriched with 
manure from the Dou'ltry yards and 
with ashes and mulched begasse. 

The statistics of the Chino Beet Su- 
gar factory of California show that 

; there were 7,000 acres of beets grown 
for that factory last year. This pro- 
duced a total of 04,00o tons of beets 
and gave an average of 2,880 pounds 
of crude sugar per acre, or a total of 
about 8,000 tons for the season. From 
this it is estimated that the net profit 
of the factory was about *240,000. 
The average return per acre to grow- 
ers of the beets was $33.75. 

FROM STATE EXCHANGES?' 
Governor Jones may never suece^S 

in any of the railroad schemes, ^ 3 
that he will succeed in making I 
self well known by this means 
without saying.—England Courier. 

• • * 

The out look now is that ’98 and ’95 §! 
will be record breakers for railro^B 
building in Arkansas. Now is y^ll 
time to get property in the coming f 
great state of the Union.—Hot Sprinfti 
News. 

• • • 

Those who have no timber would b*% 
delighted with what we waste. §00lt|i 
day we will long for what we waste,qj 
The time to begin to save is while l| 
have plenty. Save your timber_jj,. I 
vier County Democrat. 

• * * 

Arkansas took first premium on coal ? 
cotton, apples and peaches at the re V 
cent Perry, Ind., fair. There is nt 
trouble for Arkansas to carry off the 
prize when she enters a con test. —$j.;| 
loam Springs Democrat. 

• • * 

Warning to evil doers: At the latt' 
meeting of the leveying board, the 
justices of the peace of the counti 
agreed that hereafter when a fine $ 
$1 was imposed it must be paid in scrip sufficient to equal one of Uncle Sam'j 
dollars—ML tda Herald. 

Mr. Britt, of the Britt Bros.’ nurv 
ery, has sold here 18,000 Elberta pesdji 
trees. Mr. Ford has sold severs, 
thousand, besides some growers hav* 
ordered from other nurseries. %H 
hope there will be 1,000,000 set here 
this fall.—Siloam Springs Republics 

• • • 

Mr. U. Mosely intends raising som» 
fine cotton next year, having bough; 
two pounds of seed for the small sue 
of $14. The cotton is known as ‘Jack 
son's limbless” and is said to yield, 
several bales to the acre on ordinary; 
land. We will watch Mr, Moslej’st 
experiment with great interest— Littl*® 
River News, 

• * • 

A gentleman from the north whc> 
was riding over the country here' 
asked a farmer how they knew whef 
to kill nogs in this country. The {»! 
mer replied “we hold the hog up bt|| 
his ears and if the hind end goes dowi 
we know the hog is fat, but if his nose 

goes down and the other end up we 

feed him more corn,”— De Queen Bet 

Our sympathy goes out to the people 
of Osceola, Forty-one business houses 
were destroyed by fire heretofore 
mentioned in “The Gazette” news cci-l1 
umns, entailing a loss of 8114,000, onlyS 
partially insured. A little water a:( 
the right time would have saved the.; 
town, but that has been a scarce arti- 
cle at Osceola for some time.—LittifH 
Rock Gazette. 

• • • 

Mr. J. W. MeAllester, owns a fart 
west of town on which is a small or 

chard. From sixty-three trees cover*! 
ing a fraction more than one acre ; 
he sold 109 barrels of apples at S1.5f| 
per barrel which netted him 825HWS 
This is only a “sample” of what ctl 
be done with a good orchard in Bet 
ton county. Every farmer who hi 
an orchard of any consequence Hi- 

realized more than a hundred dolls'., 
per acre for it and this is placing tb« 

figures low.—Gravette News. 
-*- 

TERRIBLE RAILROAD DISASTER 
— .. 

Track Gives Away and the Tf*» 
Leaps Into the Hudson River. 

At Harrison, N. Y., on October!' 
the Buffalo ami New York special 
4, on the New York Central & liudsc!'’ 
River road was thrown from the tre® 
into the Hudson river one and one ht 
miles below the city just before d»; 
light, causing the loss of twenty-eigi® 
lives. 

The retaining wall along the ri« 
had been undermined by high waters 
the river, and the track caved undt%j 
the weight of the train. The engi*‘ ,rV 

and two of the forward cars are so-.- 

merged in fifty feet of water. Eo|i® 
eer Foyle and Fireman ThonapW'S 
went down with the engine. 

As the train plunged over the 0 

bankmeut the coupling that held 
last three of the sleepers broke, 

they miracuously remained on 

broken track. In that wav some su^| 
lives were saved. 

Just how the train met its 
fate will never be known, for the®® 
who first felt the danger, jfl 
John Foyle and Firemen John J0fflj|j 
kins, to-night lie dead in the cab 
their locomotive at the bottom of ® 
Hudson river. Conductor Parish, 
was in charge of the train, 
who was making up bis report in 
of the cars when the crash came, ® 
rendered unconscious by a blow 
head. When he recovered, 
three seats ahead of the one in 
he was sitting. 


