
fAN 
AUTHORITY TELLS OF EXIST- 

ING CONDITIONS THERE. 

No Fear of Famine In Dawson City— 
Climate Conditions and Claims of 

the New Eldorado Strange 
Stories of Fortune. 

From thu KftnsaJS City Slur. 

“There will be no starvation in the 

Klondike country this winter,” 
A stalwart Missourian, who has 

lived in Alaska for eleven years, who 

was one of the four United States com- 

missioners or local judges of that ter- 

ritory during Cleveland's first admin- 

istration, United States marshal and 

surveyor general of the country dur 

ing Cleveland's second term and mean- 

time Alaskan commissioner for the 

World's fair, is the authority, an un- 

doubted aut hority, too, for this state- 

ment. Judge Louis L Williams, born 

and reared in Bonneville, Mo., left his 

home in Juneau ten days ago and ar- 

rived in Kansas City last night. He is 

on his way to visit relatives in the cen- 

tral part of i he. state and will remain in 

this country until February. His story, 
told m the frank manner of the typi- 
cal Missourian that he is, is most 

interesting- 
Famine Reports Exaggerated. 

“The reports sent out about scarcity 
of food supplies in Dawson City and 

vicinity have been greatly exaggera- 

ted. The latest news from the Klon- 

dike, brought by two men who left 

Dawson City on October JO and arrived 

in Juneau the latter part of November 

after a trip the hardships and dangers 
of which are almost, beyond belief, 

was that while the supply of food 

was not pientnui ov any means, mere 

was enough to last until fresh supplies 
could he taken in in the spring. These 

men said the people were happy and; 
getting along well. 

“There is little danger of death and J 
starvation in the settlements, but! 
those who started for the gold fields j 
late In the fall, despite the waVnings , 

given them and are now camping on j 
the banks of some frozen uflard 

stream, are in great danger. It is use- 

less to start for the Klondike until! 
late next spring. It is impossible to; 
get to the, mouth of the Yukon before 

duly, on account of the floating ice 

from Bering sea and those who intend ; 
going to the gold fields might as well j 
stay where they are unt.il May or 

Jure, unless they want to spend sever- ; 

al months visiting in J uneau and Sit- 

ka.” 
High Winds In Alaska. 

“It is a fact not generally known. 

I believe,” said the judge, “that nigh 
winds prevail in Alaska during the 

winter months. The wind comes : 

from the north and always brings I 

clear weather, but it cuts like a knife 

and interisitiies the cold to a remarka- | 
ble degree. The climate in Juneau is | 
much like the climate of Washington, 
L). C. The thermometer rarely gets to 

zero in the winter and does not go 

higher than 70 and 80 degrees in the 

summer. The rain is the worst thing 
about the climate. It rains all the 

time, at least there is so little of the 

time when it docs not rain it seems to 

never stop. It is no unusual occur- J 
rence for a rain to last three months. [ 
In the Kl mdike the thermometer j 
goes as low as 40 degrees below zero | 
in winter and as high as 100 above in j 
the summer, the heat being intense j 

The Rush to the Gold Fields. 

There will, of course, be a great 
rush to the gold fields in the spring. 
Why, even now every steamer that 
leaves Seattle is loaded down with 

fortune-hunters. 
“Are not these stories of rich finds 

simply stories?” 
“No, 1 do not think they are, in 

fact. There is gold everywhere in 
Alaska From the time you enter the 

country’s boundary lines until you 

leave them behind there is not a place 
where gold cannot be found, either in 

placer or quartz deposits. I have a 

friend who went to Dawson City and 
staked out a claim. He did not begin 
working at once, but one day he need- 
ed some ready dust so he set two men 

at w rk digging. One of them dug- 
four hours and the other eight nnd 
the proceeds of the twelve hours’ work 
was a little more than $21,000. I 
know this sounds like a fairy tale, but 
its true.” 

During his terms as marshal and 
commissioner Judge Williams lived in 

Sitka, but the rest of the time he 
made his home in Juneau, and he. has 
selected this town, the metropolis of 
of Alaska, as his permanent home. 

In the City of Juneau. 

“Juneau is a remarkable little city. 
It is built on a mountain 14,000 feet 

high and the whole town contaius less 

of -vu'or works is as line as any in the i 

world. All we had to do was to build 

a reservoir upon the mountain side 

and pipe the water down, l’he pres- ! 

j sure is wonderful and, although every j 
I house in the town is frame, we never 

have any big tires. 
“Juneau has about 4,000 people and 

beween thirty and forty saloons,” re- I 

marked the judge with a smile. “You 

know Alaska is a probibtiou country, 
but we have saloons galore. There 

are not over 200 white people in Sitka 

and yet I once counted fourteen sa- 

loons there. Everybody drinks whis- 

key and its useless to try to close the 

saloons, because the proprietors have 

to be tried by a jury and it is impossi- 
ble to get twelve men fit to serve on 

a jury who do not patronize these 

saloons. Then, too, the witnesses j 
I called < an never remember just when 

they took a drink, or in fact just 
I where, and only within the last three 
months has an effort to prosecute the 

saloon-keepers been successful. Then, 
by some strange chance, every saloon- 

keeper in the country was fined ?1(>0 
All but three paid their fines and 

opened up their saloons t he next morn 

ing The three who were unable to 

pay their fines were sent to the prison 
in Sitka and when they had served 

their terms out and returned to Ju- 

neau they were given a grand recept- 
ion and one of the clergymen in Ju- 

neau delivered an address of welcome. 
He said afterwards that he did not 

1 l. *- ,>.1? .. it ... n c 

but be made the speech, just the same, 

aud it was duly printed in the papers 
as a feature of the reception to re- 

turned saloon-keepers.” 
Prohibition Does Not Prohibit. 

“Gambling is the principal pastime 
>f the people, and yet it is a rare oc- 

currence when anyone is killed in a 1 

gaming house D > you know why it 
s that so few people are murdered 1 

n Alaska? '.Yell, the man who is 

empte to commit murder thinks twice 
tml when he considers the fact that 

there is no way on earth tor him to 

•scape, lie desists. You see, it takes a 

good while to get out of that country, 
line* ;i is impossible to r de a horse 

mure than a mile or two at the most. 

Since the adopriou of the civii law in 

Alaska in isst there nas not been a; 

legal hanging and only one lynching, i 
“When one man kills another up 

there, it is almost impossible to con- 

vict the murderer. Every mania Al- 
aska has at some time or other aided 
or helped every other man, and when 

one tried for murder, you can’t find 
twelve men in the vicinity, some of 

whom, and often all, have not been 

favored by the man on trial at some 

time. The murderer is always acquit- 
ted.” 

The Prison At Sitka. 

The only prison in the territory is in ; 
Sitka, and the cells are wooden ones, j 
When Judge Williams went to Alaska, 
eleven years ago, th-re were more 

cells than prisoners. Now the prison 
is crowded, and four guards are re- 

quired to watch the the prisoners who 
who arc serving their terms, all under 

one year. Criminals who are sen- 

tenced to more than a year are sent to 

San Guientin prison in California. 

Judge Williams is vice president and 

general manager of the Prince Wil- 
liams Sound Mining and Developing 
company which has located twenty 
placer claims in the vicinity of I’riuce 
Williams sound. These placer depos- 
its were discovered in October by a 

mining expert ana are very ricn, pan- , 

ning out 85 to the ton. 

“When one stops to consider that 

placer gold mining is profitable when 

the stuff pans out five cents to the 
toa, it is plain to see that this strike 
is a rich one,” said the judge. “We 
have 2G0 acres in a basin, and all the 
water we want for hydraulic mining, 
and I think we can wash several mil- 
lion dollars’ worth of gold out of it. 
The prospects are most flattering. 

—;-*- 
Bones For Poultry. 

From the Poultry Age. 
The bone-cutter is as necessary to 

the poultryman as his feed mill. It 
enables him to use an excellent and 

cheap food, and gives him a profit 
where he might otherwise be compell- 
ed to suffer a loss. It is claimed that 
a bone cutter pays for itself in eggs 
and really costs nothing. Bones are 

now one of the staple articles of food 
for poultry, and no ratio should have 
them omitted. They are food, grit 
and lime, all combined in one, and the 
hens will leave all other foods to re- 

ceive cut bone. If cut fine, even chicks 
and ducklings will relish such excel- 
lent food, while turkeys grow rapidly 
on it. To meet with success requires 
the use of the best materials, and 
green bone beats all other substances 
as food for poultry. 

It can be 

SETTLED! 

and no more 

...TROUBLE... 
Need be encountered if the peo- 

ple care to take advantage of the 
suggest u ns given here. 

Have been spent in the past, 
md will be in the future, for use 

ess articles that are soon broken 
)r thrown away. Now, in*t< ad. 
,vhy not buy something that is 
isefnl and durable as well as 

mndsome and pretty to use as an 

Xmas 
Present 

What can you buy that would 
10 more acceptable than a beauti- 
ful piece of silverware which can 
tie used every day and w ill last a 

life time. 

You will lind hundreds of beau- 
tiful articles in silverware at 

The Mena Jewely Store, 

Besides many other beautifu 
presents that you cannot find ir 
any other store in the citv. 

It does not matter 

Whom You Wish 

To get a present for, you can tin< 
something there to please them 
and even if you don’t care to bin 
anything at all we would like t< 
have you come in and look ove 
the beautiful and useful good 
you will find there. 

Yours for a Merry Xmas 
and a Happy New Year, 

51?e 

r/T^eQa Jewelry 
Store. 

STOV El? 
We have just received a car load of 

the famous 

CHARTER OAK. 
Tht", for n- 

half a'century—they have been used AND SO 
in thousands of homes, and we can 

sell them to you at the same price us- If up a fllQtf Unlf * 

ually paid for interior makes. IflUlU llluil flUiJ £j* 

BUY ONE! TRY ONE! 0THER PE0PLis- 
BECAUSE 

Yon Will Use No Other! it IS THE b 

; Yours truly, BUJ’ No Othe 

mi:na stkkkt. men v, ai;k. B| 

[ FURNITURE 11 
All Kinds Of 

| Furniture and . . | 1 House Furnishing Goods. □ 
Call and sec us and get prices before buying elsewhere, f 

■ W. H BOOTH & CO. 1: 
*' Honert Avenue 

,.,5*rmnna flena, Ark, ; I : 

*•♦• ■*»»♦•>» 4 « > 4 « 4 4 > i .AAX' 

First Class I 

St a blel 
._ , 

JSI^iliMl 
A Superior Clans of Horses and Pigs. Special Attention Git 1|| 

jcn to Drummers. De Queen Street. Between Slier wood and 
avenues. 

UPleasa/r t Texas. I 
BLACK BpOS, Proprietors I 

• iu lVMMMniM »jm namBOMHMiMni KiliiT' 

A full line of Fruit and Ornamental Trees adapted to noil aid ||| climate of the South. \Y rite for Descriptive Catalogue. 1 
I 

Livery and Feed Stable. I 
SHERWOOD AVENUE, MENA, ARK. I 

Good Rigs, Gentle Teams, Quick Service. Prompt attention K 
to the wants and demands of the public. Your patronage I 
solicited. Come in and get acquainted. i 

; 
R- P- COOK, Propel 

F. M. REEVES & CO., I 
Real - Estate - Brokers. 1 

NOTARY PUBLIC IN OFFICE. | For Bargains Call at Corner of Mena Street and Port Arthur Avenue. ■ 

\\ hen you have anything you want done in the f 

CARRIAGE :: LINE, I 
Sherwood Avenue?™' W°rk " ®laoks“ith^!*- c^L,,m I 
*"" 

__-_ 9 

Harry c. Winn. ~Vltl M. ,vnnib#W> I 
While in Mena call at 1 

► 1 ELECTRIC STUDIO, W,NN * PENN,NaTP®?pfietor». I 
* 

the HouthwraL°rSwdalT>!i^esVor?-0f I'®,k county «v«n®ry. Moat picturewH* sc6nery ** 1 special prices on views in sets of half dozen anil dozen. i 


