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“ When fortune smiles on thee, take 
the advantage 

THIS OLD-NEW COUNTRY. 
YVe cheerfully welcome all who 

come to this old-new country, old in 

the fact that years long gone by, the 

venturesome pioneer came and select- 

e his tract of land and made a clear- 

ing near some ripplingstream or spring 
of water, built his cabin, planted a 

few vines and fruit trees, and, with 
rifle in hand supplied his table with 
fresh bear meat, venison and turkey. 
T hus lie lived and as the years rolled 

by he gathered the grapes and pressed 
out his wine, smoked his pipe filled 
with his home grown tobacco, and 

possibly drank the product of the 
moonshine still He watched his 
herds roaming unmolested upon 
unlimited range, fatten upon the green 

grass and dropping mast, hoed and 
V, If /iflt ti'in TX'Ill la (f AO/I H' 1 f 11 

carded, spun and wove and made it 
into garments for their comfort and 

protection. Content with his sur- 

roundings, he cared little how the 

wide' world wagged without. The 
forests around him were unmolested 
and there was none who eared to say 

woodman spare that tree.” The 

stately pine at times shook its shaggy 
head as if torn by angry passion when 
the winds hurled their fierce force 

against them, and again nodded in 

gentle rythmic time in response to 

gentle breezes that told more of kind- 
ness than of anger, and still again 
appeared to rest iu peaceful slumber 
when with the setting of the sun, the 
aroma from the cones and green leaves 
would till all spice undisturbed by 
breath of air: all this in a country 
where poets might dream, commune 

with nature and their God. 
Yes, we welcome them to this old- 

new country. New in the fact that 
when the first locomotive engine on 

the great Port Arthur Route climbed 
its weary way to the summit at Eagle 
Gap, and sent its shrill whistle out 

over the hill tops and valleys of Polk 

county, it brought new life to many 
living here and brought many other* 
with energy and capital to build an 

empire where before had been almost 
a wilderness. The lumberman’s ax 

and saw have laid low the stately pine 
and sturdy oak and saw and planing 
mills are making music by day and by 
night,, preparing lumber to till the 

heavily laden freight trains moving 
toward the plains and praries of the 

great Northwest. New farms are 

being cleared and new orchards anti i 

vineyardB being planted while new j 
cottages, scuooi Houses arm enurcnes | 
dot the hill sides and valleys. Flocks 
of the best strains of poultry and best 

grades of sheep, hops and cattle are 

being started and a wonderful inspira- 
tion has been given the people to till 
the soil in a systematic manner and 

produce more of the good things for 

export that this old-new country is 

capable of producing. 
Hand in hand with these improve- 

ments the city of Mena has been built 
upon land where for fifty years a lone 

log house stood near a spring, cotton 
and corn grew and the “Arkansaw 
razor back” roamed at will. And here 
is destined to be the commercial me- 

tropolis of Western Arkansas. The 

products of a large area of territory 
surrounding must seek a market and 
in turn needed supplies will be sought 
here. 

And thus as the people come from 
all portions of the great world to 
establish productive and business en- 

terprises and become citizens, having i 

voice in the conduct of public affairs, j 
the old will be merged into the new j 
and i.? history, stor3' and tradition will ; 
live the struggles, the peaceful lives 
and conquests of those who sought 
homes here in the early days—the 
early days of Western Arkansas and of 
Mena. 

A RAILROAD BOYCOTT. 
The boycott as used by labor organ- j 

izations to try and secure what they I 
deem their rights has been a weapon 
of more or less power and was often 
used but not always with success. 
When used to right a clearly discerned 
wrong the boycott has been endorsed 
as a legitimate weapon but when a 
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combination of railroads resort to this] 
clearly illegal method with a view to 

punish a road for giving the people 
better facilities and cheaper rates for 
their prod ucts to reach the markets 

with, then it is not only indefensible 
but contemptable and cannot win the 

respect or sympathy of the people. 
It now appears that because the 

Port Arthur Route has opened up a 

new and shorter highway over which 
to Ship the products of the great West 
to the markets of the world, shorter 

by hundreds of miles than others, and 
because of its superior facilities and 

advantages it is giving reasonable 
rates and refuses to enter the great 
Southern Traffic Association. that 
association, composed of the Missouri 
Pacific, St. Louis, Iron Mountain it 
Southern, Texas Pacific, the Atchison, 
Topeka it Santa Fe, Chicago, Rock 
Island A Pacific, Missouri, Kansas A 
Texas, St. Louis it San Francisco, and 
the Southern Pacific have instituted a 

boycott against this road regarding 
freights and threaten 10 carry it to 

the passenger traffic also. This action, 
if carried out, will surely result in 

I making friends for the Pittsburg it 
Gulf among the people who will most 

heartily endorse and sustain the 
action of the new road in remaining 
Independent and refusing to join a 

great pool to maintain the high rates 

charged by the other roads. 
This fact is shown by the Arkansas 

Gazette, of Little Rock, which in 
enan In n ff I■* t hu ♦ enneu 
“r-o —j —j — 

In the meantime the Pittsburg & 
Gulf is going straight ahead develop- 
ing and perfecting its system. The line 
from Kansas City to Omaha will 
soon be completed, while connections 
have already been arranged to get into 
Chicago. A regular line of steamships 
has been established between Port 
Arthur and Europe and between that 
point and Vera Cruse, Mexico. Trans- 
portation charges have been largely 
reduced and the new road finds itself 
already overwhelmed with traffic. 

if we are not badly mistaken the 
boycott of the great southwestern 
railway lines against this new road 
will not succeed in injuring, but will 
rather strengthen it. We would be 
glad to see the Pittsburg & Gulf peo- 
ple take hold of the Springfield, Little 
Rock & Gulf project and complete the 

system in connection with their other 
road. We would be glad, too to see 
them build a road from Mena to Hot 
Springs and thence to Little Rock, 
connecting here with the Memphis 
& Little Rock and completing the 
WardWorthern road, thus giving 
them two outlets to the East—one via 
Memphis, and the other via Helena 
The people back of the Pittsburg A 
Gulf are able to do this. When done, 
and direct connection made with Port 
Arthur from the west through Central 
Arkansas, a railroad system will have 
beer, developed of untold value 

The boycott cannot win in this case. 

It is clearly illegal and the public 
admires the position taken by Mr. 
Orr, the general passemrer agent, 
when he declares that “the Pittsbur 
&, Gulf will not join any passenger 
traffic association under any circum- 
stances, boycott or no boycott 

The facts are this fight on the Pitts- 

burg & Gulf is begun because this 
road is cutting into the business of 
the other roads so heavily in the ship- 
ments of lumber, cotton and grain. 

According to the Washington corre- 

spondent of the Chicago Record a boom 
in railroad building has struck the 
South, and it is estimated that 3,000 
miles of new track will be laid, which 
is 30 per cent more than was construct- 
ed in the entire country last year and 
four times as much as was built 
in the South, In speaking of the roads 
that are to be constructed in this state 
the Record's correspondent says: 
•‘Ronds have recently been floated by 
Chicago capitalists for the construc- 
tion of the Springfield, Little Rock 
and Gulf road, which is to run north 
and south 470 miles through the state 
of Arkansas. The Colonial Trust Co. 
of New York has negotiated bonds for 
the construction of the Mississippi, 
Hamburg and Western railway, from 
the Mississippi river seventy miles into 
the interior of Arkansas. — Little Rock 
Gazette. 

Gov. 1‘ingree of Michigan appears 
to be fully as successful in forcing 
corporations to observe the law as he 
was while mayor of Detroit To en 

force a state law requiring railroads 
to sell 1000 mile tickets to applicants 
at *3 cents a mile, he brought suit 
in the circuit court against the great 
Michigan Central and won his case, the 
court ordering the road to sell a 1000 j 
mile ticket good for the use of the! 
members of his family as well as him- 
self for S20. In looking after the rights 
of the people 1‘ingree was a success as 

mayor, is now proving a success as 

governor and may prove equally suc- 
cessful as president. 

Fruit growing and early gardening 
are found to become very important I 
and profitable Industries' at this 1 
point now that we have such easy at— i 

cess to the markets. f 

SOLUTION EASY-COME TO MENA. 

The bitter controversy that has 

been going on between Port Arthur 

and Sabine Pass as to the relative 

altitude of the town sites is probably 
a matter of some moment to the peo 

pie on the coast, where cities are 

sometimes submerged by storm waves 

from the Gulf, but the people of Mena 

can view this quarrell with complais- 
ance from their safe and healthful 

elevation of 1,400 feet. If the watei 

presses too near for ease of mind, 

come up and visit, and you may fine 

it agreeable to share our prosperity, 
health and comforts. 

There is a vast difference betweei 
trusts organized to use capital ii 

establishing productive industries anc 

developing the wealth of a country 
and those organized to raise the prut 
of certain commodities. In the firs 
instance capital is organized and laboi 

employed to establish productive en- 

prises and develop the country arid it 
the second manufacturing institution! 
combine to curtail production, throw 
labor ont of employment and rob th< 

people by placing exorbitant price! 
on their products. As an example, wt 

see it stated that a stove trust has 

recently been formed representing 
$10,000,000, and it is quite probabh 
that within the next sixty days prices 
of all kinds of stoves, ranges, heaters 

etc., will be advanced 20 per cent, 

The mayor and city council havi 
been criticised in some quarters fe 
not contracting to buy a fire extin 

guisher costing several hundred dot 

lars, but in our opinion they took thi 

right course. Such so-called fire ex 

tinguishers rarely prove of any yalui 
when put to actual test and our towi 

lias no money t> vote away on experi 
ments. What we need is a system o 

water works and all our energy an< 

cash should be used to attain this ob 

ject instead of frittering them awa; 
on makeshifts. 

The slogan for the coining eatnpaigi 
both in city and county, should oi 

“enforce the law.” Any officer wh< 

is known tc have encouraged the vio 
lation of any law by refusing or neg 
leeting to use every means at his com 

maud to enforce it. should be returnee 

to private life at the earlist possibli 
moment 
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CURRENT EVENTS IN BRIEF. 

Adam and George Behient, Germai 
farmers of Pavne county, Okla., wen 

pardoned by acting Governor Jenkin: 
last week, after serving six month.! 
in jail for selling hogs infected witl 
cholera. 

President Samuel Gompers of th< 

American Federation of labor is agita 
ting the matter of demanding an eigh 
hour work day on May 1 According 
to present plans the movement wil 
involve fully a million men, and greai 
strikes are expected to result befon 
the battle likely to follow is decided. 

The anniversary of the birth o 

Abraham Lincoln was celebrated ii 
most of the big cities of the Union. 
Among the most prominent speaker 
were ex-President Harrison, W. J 

Bryan, Secretary of the Treasury 
Gage and Justice Brewer. In St Loui; 
the Blue and the Gray gave a banque 
in honor of the occasion 

SeDor I)e Lome, Spanish ministe 
to this country, wrote a letter to i 

friend, containing lusulliug ianguagi 
about President McKinley. The let 
ter was secured by Cuban sympathizen 
and given publicity in this country 
causing De Lome to hurriedly resigi 
his post and return to bpain, with hii 
prospects badly blighted by his indis 
cretion. Senor Louis Polo Bernabe 
son of a former minister at Washing 
ton. will be his successor. 

William Bell, of Hagerstown, Ind., 
is a helpless invalid, and his wife was 

quarrelsome and ill-tempered, ofter 
tantalizing him by threatening tc 
hang herself. The other day she was 

especially ugly, and was demonstrat- 
ing how she would hang herself with 
a rope, when she slipped and strangled 
and in spite of her frantic efforts tc 
release herself and the screams of her 
husband for help, she was choked sc 
that she died in horrible convulsions. 

Captain P. II. Kay, of the United 
States army, sent to Alaska to report 
in the conditions in the mining coun- 

try, has sent out a lengthy report to 
the government He says affairs are 
it a desperate pass, the lawless ele- 
nent being in control and the food 
lituation serious, and the miners are 

vholly at the mercy of the transpor- 
tation companies, which refuse to 
iring in supplies aside from their own, 
vhicli they sell at such prices as they 
ee fit. Captain Kay believes the best 
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gnid fields are on the Alaska sidj, in 

United States territory. The rush to 

the Klondike continues to grow m 

spite of the advices of reliable author- 

ities as to the bad conditions. 

The Veendam, a Dutch steamer with 

212 people aboard, was in a sinking 
condition in mid ocean, when the 1 

American liner St. Louis saw signals 
of distress and succeeded in rescuing 
all the passengers and crew just before 

the former vessel went down. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cornelius Lang, aged 
75 and 87 years, died of starvation in 

Chicago lecently. Lang was a tailor, 
lost his job, and when found was 

lying near the door of his house, where 

he had fallen from weakness when 

attempting to go for food for his wife. 

^ They had had no fire for a week. 

Word comes from Shanghai that 

youths attached to the Chinese lega- 
tion in England have beeu marrying 

1 Euglish girls, treating them as play- 
things for the hour, anct as soofi as 

they got their wives to China sold 
1 them. If the girls rebelled their hus- 

bands locked them up in empty houses 
tiMilt .urAti it) Al til llkMlV llMl'U S. 1 

where they were left until their 

screams brought help. It is said to 

have been a fad for English girls to 
1 teach the Celestials their language 

and then marry them. 

President Barrios of Gautemata was 

assassinated last week. Reports of a 

revolution have been proven ground- 
less, and Vice President Cabrers bus 

succeeded Barrios. The life of the 
! dead president has bean one largely of 

turmoil and strife, he twice being 
compelled to dee to the United States 

1 for safety, each time returning with 

greater power. During his first exile 
^ he married Miss Algeria de Reynas 
* Benton, a beautiful girl of eighteen, a 

native of New Orleans. She after- 
wards returned to tins country, it is 
said be ause of being very unpopular 

^ 
and thereby injuring the fortunes of 

her husband. 
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The Temperance Mass Meeting. 
According to published call a rneet- 

was held at the M. E church in Mena 
on Friday February II, 181)8, conven- 

1 
ing at 10 a. m Meeting called to or- 

der by Dr. Dodd who gave a short 
talk on object and purposes. Dr Dodd 
elected chairman and Frank S. Foster 

secretary. Prayer by Rev. C. ,1. Green 

| 
and an earnest talk was given bv Dr. 
11. M. Dagg urg:ng prompt action in 
regard to obvious disregard of law 
with relation to liquor selling, also by 
J. O. Hudgins. 

On motion a committee of five to 
draft preamble and resolutions con- j 

! cerning the present disregard of law, | 
appointed as fellows: J. G Hudgins, i 
Dr. H. M. Dngg. Rev. J T Miller. A. 
J Foster and* W. A. Gatlin, and meet- 

I ing adjourned to meet at ‘2 p. m. 

At the afternoon session the commit- 
! tee reported the following: 

Whereas, We, taw abiding citizens of folk 
county, assembled In mass meeting at the M. 
K church according to call, do find that the 
criminal la w of our county on the liquor ques- tion and other points has been and is still t».- 
lng violated, and those having the enforce- 
ment of the law in their hands are not able to, 
or do not try to enforce it. 

1 Resoi.ved, 1st. That we law abiding citizens 
of Mena and folk county do emphatically con 
demn the course that has been pursued by 

> those whose duty it is to look after such 
tilings in the county, and we demand of our 

1 officers the enforcement of the law to the end 
that society and the best Interest of the people of folk eounty may tie protected and the fair 
name of our young eitv of Mena lie relieved of 
the dark blot resting upon her. namely, the 
blind tigers, gambling dens and houses of 

IUUUU mat air fVITy (lttV II) liltf 
week. 

1 Resolved,2nd, That we do censure the cug- 
Uuiib of fining law violators when brought lie- 
fore the courts of both town and county with 
such low fines instead or giving them the full 
force of the law. 

Resolved, 3rd, That we are In favor of wag- ing a fierce war against the granting of liquor licenses in this county. 
Resolved, 4th, That we do look with disfa- 

vor upon every form of violation of law and 
urge that only such persons who we believe 
will enforce the law Ik- elected to office in 
either city or county. 

Resolved, 6th, The it has been currently re- 
ported and we partly believe that Mr. Nor- 
wood, the present prosecuting attorney, has 
entered into a league with the liquor men of 
Mena; that for a certain consideration they shall he protected from prosecution ; that for 
such acts we do ask our courts to Investigate and meet out justice to whom it may be due. 

{.J. 
G. ItUDUlNS, 

H. M. 1)ao«, 
A. J. Foster, 
W. A. Gatlin, 
J. T. Miller. 

A. R Alexander moved a substitute 
for the fifth section,omitting the name 

of Attorney Norwood, but after due 
consideration it was lost and the res- 

jolutiouB as read were adopted. 
Theimeeting then took up the matter 

j of organization under the name of the 
Polk County Anti-License Association. 

I fh’- R- D. C. Dodd was elected presi- 
dent of the association and proceeded 
to briefly outline the plan of future 

j action. 
Resolutions thanking newspapers 

for their past kindness and asking 
their assistance and co-operation in 
the future was carried, after which 
meeting was dismissed. 

Clear the brain and brace the body 
with a few doses of Prickly A^h Rit- 
ters. It is par-excellence the saytem | regulator. Sold by F. C. Savage and 
Jackson Drug Co. 

STATE EXCHANGES^ | 
'Commissioner of Agriculture V; I 
vnlieller has positively declined '•'% 
lecomc a candidate for re-electiog^^H 
Sureka Springs Flashlight. 

• • • 

Missouri has consented to recei,,B 
ihipments of Arkansas cattle providj 
•dipping stations'* he established and 

,he cattle dipped. This is to say nothB 
ng but good old Hnptist beef will g,B 
with the Missourians.—Hot Sprig^B 
News. 

• • • 

Resides being necessary to avoujl 
bankruptcy and ruin to tiie farmerj® 
diversity of crops is necessary to av»ic^BS 
bankrupting the soil. The same eropfl 
grown on the same land year aftefl 
year will ultimately, if not nipidlil 
exhaust the soil. — Fayetteville NewyB 

• • • 

Farmers in Arkansas are howliggl 
about 4-cent cotton and yet they 
making preparations to plant an other 
crop. Why don’t they try letting 
stuff alone one year? There are plcg.B 
ty of other crops they can raise to 
better advantage.--Randolph Herald.I 

• • • 

A reunion of the ex-cadets of oldfl 
8t. John’s college will beheld in Lit-1 
tie Rock on February 23. a’ which I 
time all former student of the historic^^l 
old college are requested to lay asidtl 
the cares of business and come togetb-l 
er in a grand and happy meet in?.- HHH 
Magnolia Journal. 

• • • 

Missouri will have a very creditable 
exhibit at the Omaha exposition. Ar-H 
kansas should have one there, too.I 
Nothing would please Arkansans morel 
than to have their state's display* 
placed beside that of Missouri’*. I 
Arkansas would be benefitled by the! 
opportunity afforded for comparisoil 
of the exhibits. — Little Rock Gazette I 

• • • 

A cotton mill has just been complet-^H 
ed at liirmingbam, Ala., representing■ 
an investment of $000,000 The mill I 
is the largest in that state, containing! 
50,000 spindles and 10,000 looms with® 
an annual consumption of 10,o00 bales H 
of cotton The mill is owned by bus- Hh 
ton capitalists and the outout for set- 

eral years ahead has been sold in I 
China.—l’ine Bluff Graphic. 

• • • 

There is quite a stir in iniuing cir- ! 
eles, and a number of prominent min- I 
ing men from the West are here with I 
a view of investigating. They have 1 
given these ores a thorough test and 1 
are satisfied that they contain I 
renumeiative values. The ore bodies 8 
investigated are situated within a few 5 
miles of this city, and when tne boom I 
starts, which it will soon. Hot Springs I 
will get the full benefit of it — Hoi I 
Springs News. 

• • • 

It appears that Loiter has succeeded I 
in cornering wheat, which will result I 
in an increased demand for corn meal. I 
Leit-r s wheat cost him aoout 91 cents I 
a bushel, anil his profits up to date I 
have been from 10 to 18 cents, amount- I 
ing in the aggregate to about $3,500,* I 
000. But this if* not enough for the I 
young Napoleon of the wheat pit. He I 
continues to hold on to his irrain in 9 
the hope that he may extract a few 
millions more from the consumers of 
bread. — Little Rock Gazette. 

• • • 

Col. Vincenheller's lecture last Sat- 
urday was well attended and the 
meeting of the farmers will prove a 

profitable one for Prairie count}'. Col. 
Vincenheller confirmed them in the 
belief that diversified farming is the 
solution of the hard times question. 
An organization was at once created 
with forty-five charter members, the 

objeet being to further the interests of 
the tillers of the soil in raising pota- 
toes and other products. Every farm 
er should be impressed with the great 
truth that planting necessaries sup- 
plants cotton.—De Vail’s Bluff Enter- 
prise, 
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A False Policy. 
Many persons postpone taking men* 

icine until sickness actually strikes 
them down. Thousands have sacri- 
ficed themselves to this foolish idea 
and many thousands more have spent 
months on the sick bed who could 
have been,spared much suffering had 

they taken a few timely doses of 

Prickly Ash Bitters. Biliousness, liver 
disorders, constipation, stomach trou- 
bles are only forerunners of more seri- 
ous diseases and should have immedi- 
ate attention. Prlekley Ash Bitters is 
a kidney tonic and liver regulator. 
Cleanses the bowels of coustipated 
conditions, tones up and strengthens 
the stomach and digestion and purifies 
the blood. A short treatment with 
this remedy regulates the entire sys- 
tem, restores and maintains health. 
Sold by K. (’. Savage and Jackson 
Drug Co. 2t 


