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Government Shcuki Hanois Army Di.c.c.; | 
Work Through a Single Agency

By RAYMOND B. FOSDICK, Training Camp Commission
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ANTED: The Dunes National park
in the sand dunes of Indiana on 
the shore of Lake Michigan be
tween Gary and Michigan City !

The middle West has visited the 
playgrounds of the people in the 
scenic West—the national parks of 
the Rockies, Sierras and Cascades. 
It has found them good. It has fallen 
in love with the national park Idea. 
Now it is asking: “Why not a na
tional park right here, instead of 
half way across the continent?” For 

there is not a scenic national park worthy of the 
name between Rocky Mountain :n Colorado and 
Lafnlyette on the coast of Maine.

So Indiana, Illinois and Michigan want a na
tional park, and they have picked out the dunes as 
Hie right place for it.

llow they are going to bring about Its establish
ment is a big question. The proposed park area 
is all under private ownership and is held at spec
ulative prices ou the chance of a second Gary 
being built at the head of Lake Michigan. Even 
at actunl values it would cost about $2,500,000 to 
buy the 13,000 acres most desirable for park pur

p o se s . The scenic parks of the West were taken 
from the national forests and the public domain 
by congress. To date there is no precedent for 
the appropriation by congress of funds to purchase 
u national park area. Lafayette was presented to 
the government for national park purposes by the 
owners of the property.

Congress has no national park policy. It dilly
dallies with national parks as it does with most 
other things. It is now generous with appropria- 
tionrf and again niggardly; for instance, it gave 
Yellowstone $834,000 and Yosemite $255,000 in 
191* and kept Rocky Mountain, with twice as 
many visitors as both parks, down to $10,000. 
Politics enters largely into all national park legis
lation. In the Sixty-fourth congress the Interior 
department supported the bill to enlarge Yellow
stone and the bill to add to Sequoia and change 
Its name to Roosevelt. The agricultural depart
ment, because the proposed additions would be 
taken "from national forests, and therefore from its 
control, opposed both bills, beating the former in 
the senate and the latter in the house. So there 
is no telling wbat congress will or will not do in 
the mailer of national park legislation.

Can congress be Induced to appropriate money 
for the purchase of private holdings lor national 
park purposes?

This question has been put squarely up to con
gress by two bills introduced at this session. One 
Kails for the appropriation of a million dollars or 
go for the purchase of Mammoth cave, Kentucky, 
and its environs for a national park. The other 
provides for the establishment of the Mississippi 
Valley National park on both sides of ihe Missis
sippi in southwestern Wisconsin and northeastern 
Iowa. Here the two states own the land under 
.he river, the federal government controls its 
avlgation, part of the proposed area Is a Wiscon- 
In state park, some of the land will be donated 
nd the land to be purchased by the government 

»uis been appraised at a very moderate price.
Can congress condemn private holdings for na- 

V>nal park purposes?
Nobody seems to know. Most lawyers would 

ray off-hand that the state of Indiana can con
demn the dunes for state park purposes. And 
presumably the state of Indiana could transfer the 
and to the federal government. The national park, 
lervice has been looking into the question of con
demnation. It is advised that the government can 
condemn private holdings inside of national park 
boundaries—in fact, a bill is pending to condemn 
160 acres in General Grant National park which 
the owner will not sell for a reasonable price. As 
to the condemnation of patented land outside of 
4 national park the national park service Is yet 
»undecided. Condemnation of the dunes has been 
advocated by private individuals and by the press.

The creation of Lafayette National park has 
established this precedent: The federal govern
ment will accept suitable land presented to it for 
national park purposes. So, while other questions 
are' being thrashed out, the Indiana. Illinois and 
Michigan federations of the General Federation 
of Women’s Clubs are engaged in a campaign to 
raise sufficient money by subscription to purchase 
the dunes and present tKem to the government for 
a  national POT*. * *

J2FJ*JZP<£V2%>
There is no question that the Indiana dunes are 

worthy of national park honors. October 30, 1916, 
a public hearing was held in Chicago by the in
terior department in pursuance of a senate resolu
tion. In September, 1917, a printed report by 
Director Stephen T. Mather of the national park 
service was issued. This report eliminated from 
consideration all of the dune country except a 
strip along the shore of Lake Michigan about a 
mile deep between Miller’s in Lake county and 
Michigan City. After describing the dunes with 
considerable enthusiasm, Director Mather says: 

“Assuming, without further description of actual 
conditions in this dune country, that the sand 
dunes of Indiana are equal to those in any other 
section of the country ; that they are the most ac
cessible dunes; that they possess extremely inter
esting flora and fauna ; that they offer unparalleled 
opportunities to observe the action of the wind 
and its influence on the sand and plant life; that 
the Lake Michigan beach is beautiful and offers 
bathing facilities for a multitude ; that the recrea
tional uses of the region are myriad, should they, 
or a large section of them, be preserved for present

rocks and stones and quicksands, sloping very 
gradually into deep water. There is probably no 
finer freshwater bathing beach in the world.

Don’t think of the dunes as heaps of bare sand 
in a desert. They are exactly the reverse. They 
have water, trees, shrubs, vines, flowers, grass, 
birds and small wild animal life. The trutli is that 
the dunes are a grent natural propagating garden 
with a most astonishing array of trees and plants 
ané flowers. This garden is packed full of flora 
from the Lake Superior region, the Atlantic coast, 
the middle South and the western prairie. It 
seems to have almost everything in the plant line 
from cactus to cranberries and from pines to tulip 
trees. A list of only the most characteristic and 
important plant species numbers 208.

of
To the ordinary viskor probably the spectacle 
' the “walking dunes ’ is the most interesting.

and future generations? J f  they should be pre- 
or inserved, are the; worthy of inclusion in a national 

park? And if i.i *y are worthy of consideration as 
a possible national park, would it be practicable 
to establish them as such a park for the benefit 
and enjoyment of the people?”

He answers the first two questions emphatically 
in the affirmative. He says this region should be 
preserved to the people for all time and that it is 
worthy of national park honors. As to the third 
question, he thinks it one of legislative policy to 
be determined by congress, inasmuch as the dunes 
are not public lands, and private lands have never 
been purchased for national park purposes. He 
thinks the park should contain from 9,000 to 13,000 
acres, extending 15 or 20 miles along the lake. He 
finds that options secured by speculators vary 
between $350 and $000 an acre, with one tract of 
2,300 acres held at $1,000 an acre.

“Manifestly,” says Mr. Mather, “none of these 
lands are actually worth $350 an acre at this time. 
A figure less than $200 an acre probably represents 
the actual value of the average tract of land not 
under the influence of urban values, due to prox
imity to cities. Practically all of the larger hold
ings must be purchased in their entirety. I believe 
that 9,000 to 13,000 acres of dune lands can prob
ably be secured for park purposes for approximate
ly $200 an acre. The purchase price of a park of 
the size suggested would therefore be between 
$1,800,000 and $2,600.000.”

The proposed Dune National park Is really a 
wonderful place. In the first place, the dunes are 
an uninhabited wilderness. The fact that there is 
an uninhabited wilderness within a few miles of 
the center of population—in 1910 at Bloomington', 
Ind.—and at the very doors of Chicago, the second 
city of the nation and the fourth city of the world, 
is in itself a marvel. Incidentally, the dunes are 
within a few hours by rail and automobile of 20,- 
000,000 people. This makes them unique as a pub
lic playground.
, Again : The dunes are a different world from 
the monotonous flatness of the Chicago plain. 
They are a country of hills and bluffs, gullies and 
valleys. There are all sorts of interesting varia
tions: Little lakes, streams, bogs, meadows. The 
bluffs above the beach are imposing. The beach 
Itself is a woDder—broad, smooth, clean, free from

Here lie sees land in tl*  ninkiug. Here today Is a 
towering dune crowned with flowers and plants 
and trees ; tomorrow it is gone and where it was is 
a great blow-out of glistening sand, with its steep 
sides strewn with dead trunks exhumed from an 
ancient graveyard of a previous forest. Today 
there Is a deep gash in the bluff ; tomorrow its 
place is taken by a very lofty heap of white 
sand that has come up, grain by grain, out of the 
lake, on which grasses and plants and shrubs and 
treelets are already struggling for a foothold. To
day stands a forest on the edge of a shallow pond; 
tomorrow it is a cemetery, with even the tree- 
tops covered by sand inarching in from the beach.

The accompanying map and diagram shows 
where the material thnt builds the dunes is com
ing from and how it gets there. Lake Michigan 
has been taking material from the west shore and 
depositing it at the dunes for a period reckoned at 
about 5,000 years. Previous to this period the 
level of the lake was 50 or 60 feet higher than now 
and the discharge was toward the Mississippi at 
a point near where now are the dunes. When the 
ice-gorge or glacer which prevented the discharge 
of water into the St. Lawrence was removed and 
the lake drained into the Atlantic instead of the 
gulf, the level dropped, the present lake currents 
set in and the building of the dunes was begun.

Public land surveys made in 1835 and soundings 
of Lake Michigan furnish the data for these 
estimates: During the last 5,000 years the waters 
of the lake have washed away about 500 square 
miles of land from the shore extending from the 
Indiana state line northward into Wisconsin. 
Where this land was is now water from 30 to 60 
feet deep. The old shore line extends out from 
three to nine miles; then there is nn abrupt drop 
of several hundred feet.

This is an unparalleled erosion; it is accounted 
for bv the softness of the shore, which is largely 
composed of material that was ground very fine 
by the glaciers that deposited It. It Is estimated 
that 7,000,000 tons of soil is taken yearly by the 
lake from the shore nortli of Chicago. So there 
Is plenty of material for building operations at 
the dunes.

These facts suggest this interesting question: 
What will happen to the dunes when the supply 
of building material stops?

And stop it will, and that comparatively soon. 
For the shore nortli of Chicago will In a few years 
be pretty solidly settled by people who have money 
to spend to prevent further erosion of the shore 
In fact, erosion has already been stopped over 
long stretches, anil in many places the shore has 
been built out. The time is coming wlie.i the west 
shore will he protected from erosion by piers and 
breakwaters. The supply of building matmiul for 
the dunes will presumably stop. Perhaps then the 
dunes will stop “walking."

Let us hope that long before thnt time the 
Dunes National park will be a people’s playground, 
dedicated to public recreation forever.

•Social work in the array in any future emergency 
should be handled by the government itself through a

single nonsectarian agency.
It seems to me that the lesson of the war in social 

work involves perhaps three points: The elimination 
of sectarian auspices; reduction in the number of agen
cies employed, and the transfer to tiie government itself 
of much of the activity hitherto left to private initiative.

After eight months with the troops in France I 
am convinced that the average woman worker attache 1 

*  to a hut is worth four or live men workers. Certainly 

her effect on the morale and spirit of the troops is extraordinary. An 
“Honest to God American Girl,” as the soldiers call her, can do more to 
keep the men cheerful and create an atmosphere of home than any olr.er 
factor; and the work of our women in France f .  M- C. A. gi-L, A “ ', 
tion Army girls, Hed Cross girls, and the representatives of other agen
cies—has been in no small degree responsible for the unflagging devotion 
and inexhaustible patience with which our troops carried forward their 

high enterprise.
Our men have been glad to receive what the societies had for them 

in the shape of service or supplies, and they have not eared two straps 
whether it came from Protestant, Catholic or Jewish han^s. Our bo_*s 
fought at Chateau Thierry and in the Argonne as Americans. They did 

not fight as Protestants, Catholics or Jews.
As a matter of fact there is no reason for sectarianism. The religious 

interests of the army are wisely confined to the chaplains.

C h ild  L abor L a w s and D ecis io n s o f  th e  

U n ited  States Su prem e Couirt

By SENATOR W. S. KENYON, of Iowa

The Supreme court of the United States killed the law to exclude 
child labor products from interstate commerce. So congress passed another 
law to emancipate the child slaves by placing a heavy federal tax on th* 
products of their toil. A federal court in a notorious child-labor state 
has declared this second law unconstitutional.

The Supreme court cannot kill the second child-labor law without 
reversing its several opinions that the federal government has unquestion
able power to tax “without regard to motive.”

If it should annul the law, however, we have still another recourse. 
Congress can and will enact a law to bar from the mails all matter con
cerning the produces of children below a given age.

Child labor being deemed a menace to the national welfare, congress 
is clearly performing its duty when it withdraws the postal service from 
that sort of industry.

If the Supreme court should destroy this third hope of ending child 
labor then we must carry the fight to the people and have them amend 
the Constitution so specifically that there will be no question about the 
will of the nation and the right of congress to abolish the evil.

H o w  It C om es T h a t P o litica l B osses  

Control P u b lic  S ch o o l S ystem s

By JACOB M. LOEB, Chicago Board of Education

To build political systems’ fortunes upon the school system is traf
ficking in children's souls.

During more than five years of service as school trustee one sees much 
of school boards, something of the public, and very little if  any co-opera
tion between the two.

To appoint as school trustees men and women unknown and untried 
is taking a gambler’s chance. To commit the administration of a vast 
business enterprise to those without experience or training is poor judg
ment. To confer upon hucksters the responsibility of preparing budgets, 
of expending millions, or negotiating leases, of making real estate trans
fers, is signal improvidence.

The public is divided into three classes : The educated, who keep aloof 
from public questions; the class that can think but won’t, and, thirdly, 
the class that cannot think for itself and accepts the ready-made judgment 
of others. The latter class is led by various types—the parlor propa
gandist, the agitator and the political type and the boss type, more dan
gerous and controlling than the others.

So we have a public a part of which is thoughtful but inactive, a 
part unthinking and directed by vicious leadership.

C onstructive Salesm anship Is L argely  to  

D eterm ine Progress o f  W o r ld

By GEORGE N. PEEK, Formerly of War Industries Board

No real salesman need have any misgivings as to his status after the 
war. Spurious salesmanship, the black art of commercial demagoguery, 
which has flourished in America in times past, will be swept away, along 
with much other debris of an age of ruinous competition; but there will 
be greater opportunities than ever for the salesman who has thoroughly 
mastered his profession. The progress of the world for the next several 
years will be largely determined by the constructive salesman.

One might sell a motorcycle to a savage after a bona fide demonstra
tion of what it can do ; but if he did not educate the savage first it  would 
be wise not to return to that territory again. It is a crime against civili
zation to sell anything anywhere, even though the thing be sold at cost 
or below, if the selling is not accompanied by actual service.

The great achievement of the war, next to destroying autocracy, was 
the elimination of things useless from our industrial life. But this very 
elimination necessitates the retention of all useful processes. Instead of 
finding that his job hi\s vanished the constructive salesman should know 
tlut the things which hfcve hindered him in the past are beiLg swept away 
*>’4 that the world is limiting him to his greatest possible achievement.
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