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.To the end that .Tustieo be established, 
public order maintained, and liber
ty perpetuated, we" the people of 
the State of Mississippi, grateful to 
Almighty trod for the free exercise 
of the right to ohoose our own 
form of government, do ordain

mat-
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v‘de 4P*M »nin«
her oMMjjHtAi Mitres ts, to be com-, 
posed of not more ttan four counties.
Ohaacellor#::shali be
same ma»«er is Judges oi the 
circuit courts. Their quaUIieatiQnsWRaraSi
four, year*.. IhoyjlnU l|Uga court 
in each county at least poiir times i 
each year, and shall receive such com-, 
pensution as may be pto-vidtl^ law.

Sec. 18. The style of all ..process 
shall be, “The State op IfflBsisSppi” 
and and prosecutions slisndl l» 
on iia the name and iy tfe a 
of ‘‘The State of Mississippi, 
shall conclude “against the peace and 
dignity of the same."

Sec. 49. The clerk of the Supreme 
Court, shall be appointed,, by said 
court, for the term of fo ur years, and 
the clerk of the circuit court and tha 
clerk of the chancery coxirt sbpll be 
•looted by the qualified rotors <af their 
several counties, and sha. 11 hold their 
oSme for the term of fou r yews, and 
the Legislature shall pro-vide hy law, 
what duties shall bt performed by 
the clerks of the circuit -and chancery 
courts, during vacation, subject to 
the approval of the cour t.

Sec. 20. The qualified electors of 
each county shaft elect five persons, 
by districts, for the term of two years, 
who shall constitute a dboard of su
pervisors for each county-, a majority 
of whom may.transactl)«^u>essTwhich 
body^hall have full juria.diction over 

ds, ferries and briige-a, and per
form such other duties as shall be 
provided by law, and etiwi.ll order all 
county elections, to fill vacancies that 
may arise in the offices of their 
spcctive counties. The deft of the 
chancery court of each esoufity. shall 
be the clerk of such bear'd of supe 
visors.

See. 21. A competent number- of 
justices cl the peace and constables 
shall be chosen in each county, ,by ' 
the qualified electors thereof, by dis
tricts, who shall hold their offices,for 
the term ortwo years. □Chcjurisdic- 
tion of justices of the peace shall be 
limited to causes in whirls the princi
pal of the amount in contro
versy shall not exceed th^esam of One 
hundred and fifty dollars, 
causes tried by a justice of the peace 
the right of appeal shall Bo secured, 
under such rules and regulations as 
shall be prescribed.by iaww.

Sec. 22. The legislature shall, from 
time, establish such ot her inferior 
courts as may be necessary, and abol
ish the same whenever they shall 
deem it expedient.

Sec. 23. There shall 1»« on Attor
ney General elected by t-lie qixal.ied 
electors of the state, and a proper 
number of district attorn eys. shall be 
elected by the qualified electors of 
the respective districts, whose term of 
office shall be four years, and whose 
duties and compensation shall be pre
scribed by law.

Sec, 24. Clerks, sheriffs, im4 other 
county officers, ^for willfial neglect of 
duty or misdemeanor in office, shall 
be liable to presentment or indict
ment by a grand jury, a. nd trial by 
petit jury, and upon conwriotioix shall 

removed from office.
Sec. 25. Mo person8h» 11 be eligib' 
a member of said botr-d Who sha 

not have resided one year* in the coun
ty, but this qualification shall hot 
extend to such new counties as Bay 
hereafter be established!, until sue 
year after their organisation, and all 
vooancies that may oc-eut in said 
board shall be supplied by election 
as aforesaid, to the unexpired term1.

any manner abridged in this State.
Sec. 25. The military shall bo in 

strict subordination to the civil pow
er.

Sec. 26. Treason against the State 
shall consist only fin le'vying war 
against the same, or in adhering to 
its enemies, giving them aid and com
fort. No poison shall bo convicted 
of treason, unless on the testimony of 
two witnesses to the Bame over act, or 
on confession in open court.

Sec. 27. No person’s life shall be 
periled by praotico of diMling, and 
any person who shall hereafter fight 
a duel, or assist in the same as second 
or send, accept, or knowingly carry a 
challenge therefor, or, go out of the 
State to fight a duel shall be disquali
fied from holding any office under 
this constitution, and shall forever be 
disfranchised in this Stato.

Sec. 28. All courts shall be open 
and every person, for an injury done 
him in his lands, goods, person or 
reputation, shall have remedy by due 
process of law, and right and justiae 
administered without sale, denial,.nr 
delay.

Seo, 29. No person shall ever be 
elected or appointed to any office in 
this State, for life or during good be
havior, but the term of all offices 
Bhall be for some "spec!

Seo. 30. No person shall be de
barred from prosecuting or defending 
any civil cause for or against him or 
herself before any tribunal in this 
State, by him or herself, or counsel 
or both.

Sec. 31. No person shall for any 
indictable offense be proceeded against 
criminally by information, except in 
cases arising in the land 6r naval 
forces, or the militia when in actual 
servioe, or by leave of the oourt, for 
misdemeanor in office; Provided, 
That the legislature in cases of petit 
larceny, assaults, assault and battery, 
affray, riot unlawful assembly, drunk
enness, vagrancy, and other misde
meanors of like character, may dis
pense with an inquest of a Grand 
Jury, nnd may authorize prosecutions 
beforo justices •of the peaco, or suoh 
other inferior court or courts as may 
be established hy the legislature, and 
the ^proceedings in such cases shall be 
regulated by law.

Sec. 32. The enumeration of rights 
in this Constitution shall not be oon- 
strued to deny or impair others re
tained by and inherent in the people.

ARTICLE II.

LUHTS AND BOUNDARIES.

The limits and boundaries of the 
State of Mississippi shall remain as 
now established by law.

ARTICLE HI.

DISTRIBUTION OP POWERS:

Sec. 1. The power of the govern
ment of the State of Mississippi shall 
be divided in three distinct Depart
ments, and each of them oonfided to 
a separate Magistrate to-wit: Those 
which arc Legislative to one ; those 
whioh are Judiciary to another, and, 
those which are Executive to another.

Sec. 2. Np person or collection of 
persons being one of these De
partments shall exercise any power 
belonging to either of the others ex
cept in the (instances hereinafter ex
pressly directed or permitted.

Sec. 9. The Governor shall issue
writs of eleotion to fill such vacancies 
as may oecur in either - bouse of the 
Legislature, and the persons there
upon cltesen shall hold their seats for 
tha unexpired term.

See. 10. No person holding any 
civil office of profit under this State 

the United States, shall, during his 
continuance in office, be a Senator or 
Representative.

See. 11. Each house shall appoint 
its own officers, and shall judge of the 
qualificatipiis, returns and election of 
its own members.

Sec. 12. The Senate shall choose a 
President pro tempore, to act in the 
absence or disability of the Lieuten
ant Governor.

Soc. 13. A majority of each house 
shall constitute a quorum to do busi
ness ; but a less number may adjourn 
frour day to day, and compel the at
tendance of absent members, in sdeh 
manner and under such penalties as 
each houses shall provide.

See. 14. Neither houso shall, with
out consent of the other, adjourn for 
more than three days, nor to any 
other place than that in which the 
two houses shall be sitting.

Seo. 15. Each house may deter
mine rufcs of its own proceedings, 
punish its members for disorderly be
havior ; and with the concurrence of 
two thirds of the members presont, 
expel a member; but no member 
shall be expelled a second time for 
the same offense. They shall each, 
from time to time, publish a journal 
of their proceedings, except suoh 
parts as may, in their opinion,requrie 
secrecy, and the yeas and nays on any 
question shall be entered on the 
journals at the request of one-tenth 
of tho members present; Provided, 
That the yeas and nays shall al
ways be entered on the journal on the 
passage of a bill appropriating 
monoy.

Sec. 16. Tho doors of each house 
when in session, or in committee of 
the whole, shall be kept open, except 
in cases which may requre secrecy, 
and each houso may punish by fine 
and imprisonment any person not a 
member, who shall be guilty of dis
respect to the house, by any disorder
ly or contemptuous behavior in'their 
presence or in any way disturb their 
deliberations during the Bcssion ; but 
such imprisonment shall not extend 
beyond the final adjournment of that 
session.

House, i,t shall become a law; but in ment. directed to the Secretary' of
sucji cases the votes of both Houses State, who shall deliver them to the 
shalblo determined by yeas and nayl Speaker of the House ofRepreeenta- 
au l the names of persons voting for tnres at the next ensuing session of 
or against the bill, shall be entered the Legislature, during the first week 

of which session the said Speaker shall 
open and publish thorn in presence of 
both Houses of the Legislature. The 
person having the highest number af 
Notes shall be Governor ; but if two 

more shall be equal and highest in 
vote*, then one of them shall be cho
sen Govern!! by the joint ballot of 
both Houses of the legislature.—
Contested elections for Governor shall 
be determined by both Houses of the 
Legislature in such maitner is shall 
bo prescribed by law.

Sec. 3. The Governor shall be at 
least thirty years of age, and shall 
have been a citizen of the United 
States twenty years, shall havercsid- 
iu this State two years next preced
ing the day of his election.

Seo. *4. He shall receive for his 
services such compensation as, shall 
be provided by law.

Sec. 5. He shall be Commander- 
in-Chief of the Army and Navy of 
the State and of the Militia, except 
when they shall be oalled into the 
service of the tJnited States.

Sec. 6; He may require informa
tion, in writing, from the officers in 
the Executive Department, on any 
subject relating lo the duties of their 
respective offices.

Seo. 7a He may, in cases of emer
gency, convene the Legislature at tho 
seat of Government, or at a different 
place, if that shall have become dan
gerous from an enemy, or from dis-' 
ease; and in' case of a disagreement 
between the two Houses with respect 
to time of adjournment, adjourn them 
to such time as he shall think proper,' 
not beyond the day of the next stated 
meeting of the Legislature.

Sec. 8. He shall, from time to 
time, give the Legislature informa
tion of the state of tho Government, 
and recommend to their consideration 
such measures as ho may deem neces
sary aud expedient.

Sec. 9. It shall be his duty to see 
that the laws are faithfully executed.

Sec. 10. In all criminal and penal 
cases, except those of treason and im
peachment, he shall have power to 
grant reprieves and pardons, and re
mit fines, and in cases of forfeiture 
to stay the collection until the end of 
the next session of the Legislature, 
and to remit forfeitures by and with 
the consent of the Senate. In cases 
of treason he shall have power to 
grant reprieves by and with the con
sent of the Senate, but may respite 
the sentence until the end of the next 
session of the Legislature.

Sec. 11. There shall be a seal of 
the State kept by the Governor, and 
used by him officially, and be called 
the Great Seal of the State of Missis
sippi.

Sea, 12. All commissions shall be
in the name and by the authority ofj Sec. 6. No person sall be eUi ible 
the State of Mississippi, be sealed; to the office of Judge of the Supreme 
with the great seal of State, and signed I Court wbo 8hall nofhavc attain£d the 
by the Governor, and be attested by 
the Secretary of State.

^ic. 13. All vacancies not.pi 
: m this Constitution shall b 

in snch manner as the Legislature 
may prescribe.

Sec. 14 There shall be a Licutcw 
ant Governor, who shall bq elected at 
the same time, in the same manner, 
and for the same term, and .shall pos
sess the same qualifiealiofis as the 
Governor.

this tors of the state; shall he at leas! 
twenty-five years of age, and a oiti. 
zon of tho State one year next preced
ing the day of his election, and shall 
continue in office during the term of 
four years, he’ shall keep a correct 
register of all the offioial acts and prb- 
ceedings of the Governor; and shall, 
when required, lay the , same aud all 
papers, minutes and vouchers relative 
thereto, before the Legislature, and 
shall perform such other duties as 
may he requtred-ofhiffl by law. ->, ■ 

Sec. 20. Tha State Treasurer and 
Auditor of Public Accounts shall be 
elected by the qualified electors of, 
the state, who shall hold their offices 
for the term of four 
sooner removed, and shall possess the 
same qualifications a*, the Secretary 
of Stale; and, together .with the last 
named officer shall receive such com-

CON8TI TIITIOS
, ARTICLE I.

BILE 01’ IUOHTH.
qo the journal, by each House res
pectively. If any bill shall not be 
returned by the Governor within five 
days (Sundays excepted) ftftcr it has 
been presented to him, it shall be a 
law in like manner as if he had signed 
it, unless the Legislature by adjourn
ment, prevented its return, in which 
case it shall he a law, unless sent hack 
within threo days after its next meet
ing;

Seo. 26. Every order, resolution, 
or vote, to whioh the concurrence of 
b )th houses may be necessary (except 
on questions ot adjournment,) shall 
be presented to the Governor, and be- 
loro it shall take effect, be approved 
by him, or being disapproved, shall 
be repassed^by two-thirds of both 
houses, according to the rules of lim
itation prescribed in all cases' of a

Seotiwn 1. All persons rqpidcnt in 
this^State, born in the United States, 
or. Naturalized, are Hereby declared 
citizens of the State of Miaaiesippi,

Sec. 2. No- person shall be dg, 
prived of life, liberty, or property, 
except by due.process of law.

Sec. 3. J!he privilege of the writ 
of habeas oorpns shall not be 
pended, unless when in case of rebel
lion. ot invasion, the public safety 
may require it. *

Sec. 4. The freedom of speech 
and of the press Bhall be held sacred, 
and in all iudiotmefits for libel the 
jury shall dctefmke the law and the 
facts under the direction of the 
court.

Seo. 5. No'person's life.or liberty 
shall be twice placed in jfeopardy for 
the same offenso.

Sec. 6. The right of tho people 
peaceably to assemble and petition 
the government on any subject, shall 
never be impaired.

Sec. 7. In all criminal prosecu
tions the uccpsed shall have a right 
Jo be heard by himself, or counsel, or 
both, to demand the nature aud cause 
of the accusation, to be confronted by 
the witness against him, to have a 
compulsory process for obtaining 
witnesses in his favor, and in all 
prosecutions by indictment, or infor
mation, a speedy and publio trial by 
an impartial jury of the county where 
the offense was committed; and he 
shall not bo compelled to give evi
dence against himself.

Sec, 8. Gruel or unustoal punish
ment shall not be inflicted, nor shall 
excessive fines be imposed ; excessive 
bail shall not be required, and all 
persons shall, before conviction, be 
bailable' by sufficient securities, ex
cept for capital offences, when ths 
proof is evident, or presumption 
great.

Sec. 9. No ex-post facto law, or 
laws impairing the obligation of con
tracts shall ever be passed.

Sec. 10. Private property shall not 
he taken for public use, except upon 
duo compensation first being made to 
the owner, or owners thereof in a 
manner to be provided for by law.

Sec. 11. There shall be no iin. 
prisonmeut for debt.

Seo. 12. The right of trial by jury 
shall remain inviolate.

Sec. 13. No property qualification 
shqll ever be required of any person 
to beoome a juror.

Sec. 14. The people shall be se
cure in their person, houses and pos
sessions, from unreasonable seizure, or 
search, and no warrant shall he issued 
without probable cause supported by 
oath or affirmation specially designat
ing the place to be searched, and the 
person or thing to be seized.

Sbo. 15. All persons shall have a 
right to keep and bear arms for their 
defence.

Sec. 16. The rights of married 
women shall bo protected by law, in 
property owned previous to marriage.; 
and, also in all property acquired^m 

good faith by purchase,gift, devise or 
bequest after marriage ;■ Provided, 

i That nothing herein contained shall 
be so construed as to protect said 
property from being applied to the 
payment of their lawful debts.

Sec. 17. No property qualification 
for eligibility to office shall ever be 
requriea.

Sec. 18., IN a .property or educa
tional qualification shall ever be re
quired of a|y person 'M become an 
elector.

Sec. 19. There shall be neither 
slavery nor involuntary servitude in 
this State,, 
ment of crime,
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years, unless

iub See. 21. A sheriff, coroner, treasu
rer, assessor and surveyor, shall be 
elected in each' county, by theqaali' 
fiod electors thereof, who shall hold 
their offices for two years unless soon
er removed. .

See. 22. Ail officers named in this 
article shall hold their offices during 
the term tor which they were elected, 
unless removed by impeachment or 
otherwise, and until their successors, 
shall be duly qualified to enter on the 
discharge of their separate duties.

arga

bill.
Sec. 27. No money shall be drawn 

from the treasury except on appropri
ation made by law.

Sec. 28. The House of Represen, 
tatives shall have the solo power of 
impeaohment, but two-thirds of the 
members present must eoneur therein' 
All impeachments shall be tried by 
the Senate, and when sitting for that 
purpose, the Senators shall be upon 
oath or affirmation to do justice 
cording to law and evidence.

Sec. 29. The Governor and all 
other civil officers under this State, 
shall be liable to impeaohment for 
treason, bribery, or ,any high crime 
or misdemeanor in office.

Sec. 30. When the Governor shall 
be tried, the Chief Justice of the Su
preme Court, shall preside, and 
person shall he convieted without the 
concurrence of two-thirds of all the 
Senators present.

Sec. 31. Judgment in such cases 
shall not extend further than removal 
from office, and disqualification to 
hold ony office of honor, trust or pro
fit under this Stato; but the party 
convicted shall nevertheless be sub
ject to Indictment, trial, judgment, and 
punishment acoording to law.

Sec. 32. For reasonable cause, 
which Bhall not be sufficient ground 
for impeachment, theGovernor shall, 
on the joint address of two-thirds of 
each branch of the Legislature, re
move from office the Judges of the 
Supreme and Inferior Courts; pro
vided the cause or causes of removal 
be spread on the journal, and the 
party charged be notified of the same 
before the vote is fipally taken and 

for and paid over all sums for which decided, and shall have an opportuni- 
he may have been liable. ty to he heard by himself or counsel,

Sec. 18. No person shall be eligi- or both, 
ble to any office of profit or trust,nof 
shall he be permitted to exercise the 
right of suffrage within this State, 
who shall have been convicted of 
bribery, perjury or other infamous 
crimes.

See. 19. Any person who shall 
have been convicted of giving or of
fering directly or indirectly, any bribe 
to procure his election or appoint 
ment, and any person who shall give 
or offer any bribe to procure the eleo
tion or appointment of any porsoo, 
shall on conviction thereof, be dis
qualified from being an elector, or 
holding any office of profit or trust 
under the laws of this State.

See. 20. Senators and Representa
tives shall in all oases, except treason, 
felony or breach of the peace, be 
privilegedwfroni arrest during the 
session of the Legislature, and for 
fifteen days before the commencement 
and after termination of each session.

Seo. 21. The members of the Leg
islature shall severally receive from 
the public treasury compensation for 
their services, which may be increased 
or diminished: but no alteration of 
suoh compensation of members shall 
take effect during the session at which 
it is made.

'

criod.

ro
an- ARTICLE VI.

JUDJOIAR*.
Section 1. The judicial power of 

he State shall be vested in a Supreme 
Court, and such oth0 courts of law 
and equity as are hereafter provided 
fo|.in this constitution.

Seo,3- Tho Supreme Court shall 
consist of three judges, who shall bo 
appointed by the Governor, hy and 
with the advice and consent 'Of the 
Senate, any two of whom, when con
vened, shall form a quorum. The 
Legislature shall divide the State into 
three Districts, and the Governor, by 
and with the advice and Consent of 
the Senate, shal) appoint ono judge 
for each District.

Sec. 3. The office of one of said 
Judges shall be vacated in three years; 
one in six years and one rnmine years, 
so that at tho expiratiff of every 
three years, one of Baid judges shall 
be appointed as aforesaid. I 
term of offico of the Judge of the 
Supreme Court shall be nine years.

See. 4. The Hnpreme Oourt shall 
have no Jurisdiction but such as pros 
perly belongs t<5 a Supreme Court.

Seo. 5. All vacancies which 
occur in said court, from death, 
siguation or removal, shall be filled 
by appointment, as aforesaid; provid
ed, however, that if vacancy shall 
occur during the recess of the Legis. 
lature, th6 Governor shall hppoint a 
successor, who shall hold his office 
until the next meeting of the Legis- 

ilature.
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See. 17. No person liable for pub
lic moneys unaccounted for shal! be 
eligible to a scat in either house of the 
Legislature, or to any offico of profit 
or trust until he shall have accounted

r.
in.i V

re-

>r,
Sec. 33. The style of the )awB of 

tha State shall be: “ Be it enacted by 
the Legislature of the,. State of Mis
sissippi.”

Seo. 34. The Legislature shall pro
vide for tl)q enumeration of the Whole 
number u? inhabitants, aud of the 
qualified electors of the State, once in 
every ten years; and the the first 
enumeration shall be ordered at the 
first meeting of the Legislature under 
thid Constitution.

Sec. 35. The number of represen
tatives shall, at the several periods of 
making such enumeration, he appor
tioned among the several counties or 
districts, acoording to the number of 
qualified electors iu each, aud shall 
uot be less than one hundred, nor 
more than one hundred

Sec. 36. The number 
shall upon each enumeration made be 
apportioned according to the number 
of qualified electors in the several 
districts, and shall never be less than 
one-fourth nor more than one third 
the whole number

Sec. 37. The Senators on bbing 
convened after the first election, shall 
be divided by lot from their respec
tive Congressional districts into two 
classes, as nearly equal as can be, and 
the seats of the first olass shall be va
cated at the expiration of the second

s.
age of thirty years at the time of his 
appointment, and v«ho shall not have 
been for two years immediately pre
ceding a eitizen of the State.

Sec. 7. The Supreme Court shall 
be held twice in each year, at the 
seat of Government, at such times as 

Legislature may presoribe.
Sec. 8. Immediately upon the first 

appointment of judges, as aforesaid, 
the Governor, in the presence of, and 
.with the assistance of the President 
of the Senate and Secretary of State, 
shall determine by lot, which of said 
Judges, shall serve for the term of 
three years, and which shall serve for 
six years, and which shall serve for 
the te*m of nine years; and it shall 
bo the duty of the Governor to issue

'ty rovided 
e filled
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for

ty- le
11

i
i

ARTICLE IV.

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT.
Sec. 1. The Legislative power of 

this State shall be vested in the Leg
islature, which shall consist of a Sen
ate and House of Representatives.

Seo. 2. The House ef Represen
tatives shall consist of members to be 
ehosen every second year by the 
qualified eleotors of the several coun
ties.

an4 twenty, 
of Senators Seo. 15. He shall, by virtue of his 

office be President of the Senate. In 
Committee of the Whole he may de
bate on all questions, and when there 
is an equal division in the Senate, or 
on a joint vote- of both Houses, he 
shall give the casting vote.

Sec. 16. He shall receive for his commission accordingly, 
services such compensation as may bo Sec. 9. No judge of said court shall 
provided by law. sit on the trial of any cause where

See. 17. When tho office of Gov- the parties, or either of them, shall 
ernor shall become vacant by death be connected with him hy affinity or 
or otherwise, the Lieutenant-Govern- consanguinity, or where he may be 
or shall possess the powers and dis- interested in the same, except by the 
charge the duties of said office, and consent of the judges and of the par- 
receive the same compensation as the ties, and whenever a quorum of said 
Governor during the remainder oi the Court are situated as sforesaid, the 
said term. V\ hen the Governor shall Governor of the State shall, in such 
be absent from the state, or unable eases, specially commission two or 
from protracted illness, to perform the more men of law knowledge, for the 
duties of his office, the Lieutenant determination thereof.
Governor shall discharge the duties See. 10. The judges of said court 
of said office, and receive said com- shall receive for thair services a com
pensation until the Governor shall be pensation to be fixed by law, which 
able to resume his duties; but if from shall not be diminished during their 
disability or otherwise, the Lieuten- continuance in office. £
ant Governor shall be incapable of Sec. 11. The judges of the Circuit 
performing said duties, or if he beab- Court shall ho appointed by the Gov-' 
sent from the state, the President ef ernor, with the advice and consent of 
the Senate pro tetnpOre shall act jn tho Senate, and shall hold their office 
his stead, bat if there be no such fig the term of six years, 
president, or if he be disqualified by Sec. 12. No person shall be eligi- 
like disability, or be absent from the ble to the office of judge of the cri
state, then the Speaker of the House cult court, who shall not, at the time 
of Representatives shall assume the of his appointment, have attained the 
office of Governor and perform said :ago of twenty-six years, and shall 
duties, and receive the same eouapen- hive been two years a citizen of the 
sation as the Governor, and in case of State, 
the inability ef the foregoing officers 
to discharge the duties of Governor, 
the Secretary of State shall convene 
the Senate to elect a President pro,- 
tempore.

See. 18. In ease the election for 
Lieutenant Governor shall be contest
ed, it shall he decided in the same 
manner as that of the Governor.

See. 19. The Secretary, of State

en-

ARTICLE VAI.

FRANCHISE-

Sec. 1. All elections Toy the peo
ple shaft be by ^

Seo. I AU
ballot. 4 --
male inhabitants of 

this State, except idiots- and Insane 
persons, and Indians nob. taxed, born 
in the United States, or naturalized, 
twenty-one years old a nd upwards, 
who have resided in this State six 
months, and in the country ono meith 
next preceding the hy of election, 
at which said inhabitant offers to vote, 
and who are duly registered accord
ing to the requirements of section 
three of this article, ah3t who are not 
disqualified by reasoa (►£ any orime, 
are declared to he qtalLfied electors.

Sec. 3. The lcgislatuwo shall pro
vide hy law, for the resgktratipn of 
all persons entitled to vo»text any elec
tion, and all persons out.i tied to regis
ter shaft tare and suhscribe to the 
following oath or animation;

“T-—r-*--------. do solemnly swear
(or affirm), in the presence of Al
mighty Hod, that I am twenty-one 
years old, that I have resided in this
State six months, and its--------- -----
county one month, that I will faith
fully support and obey 
tion and laws of the I 
and of the State of Mi=ssissipp 
Will hear true (kith and allegia 
tho same; that I atex not diafran- . 
ehised in any of the provisions 
of the acts known as tfcae reconstruc
tion acts of the 39th and 40t.li Con
gress, and that I admit the political 
and civil equality of all men, so help 

Godj” Provided, Tfcaat if Congress 
shall, « any time, remove the disa
bilities of any person disfranchised 
in the said reconstruction acts ef the 
39th and 40th Congress, (and the 

Cmdvdei

!Ilt ives.
lojr otherwise,th,an in punish- 

■rime, whereof the party 
shall have been duly convicted.

Sec. 20. The right to withdraw 
from the Federal Unioij on account of 
any real or supposed grievance shall 
never be assumed by this State, nov 
shall any law he passed in derogation 
of the paramount, allegiance of the 
citizens of this State to the govern
ment of1 the UnitecTStatets..

Sec. 21. No public money or 
i moneys, shall bo appropriated for any 

charitable or other public institution 
in this State making any distinction 
among the 
ThaJ nothing 
he so

.lie Seo. 3. No person shall be a mem
ber of the House of Representatives 
who shall not be an elector under 
this Constitution; and who shall not, 
at the time of bis election, have an 
aotnal residence in the district he 
may be ehosen to represent.

Seo. 4. The Senate shall consist of 
members to be ehosen every four 
years by the qualified electors of the 
several districts.

Sec. 5. No person shall be a Sena
tor who shall not have attained the 
age of tvfenty-ftve years, who shall

Seo. 22. The Legislature shall di
rect hy law in what courts and in 
what manner suits may be brought 
against the State.

Sec. 23. The Legislature shall not 
have power to pass any bill of di
vorce ; but may prescribe by law the 
manner in which cases shall be inves
tigated in the courts of justice, and 
divorces granted.

Sec. 24. Bills may originate in ei
ther house and be amended or reject
ed in the other; and every bill shall 
bo read on three different days, in 
each house, unless two-thirds of the 
houso where the same is pending, 
shall dispense with the rules; and

>
year.

Sec. 38. The Legislature shaft pro
vide for the organization of new coun
ties, locating countf seats, and 
changing county lines; but no county 
shall be organized, nor the lines -of 
any county changed so as to include 

area of less than four hundred, nor 
more than six hundred and twenty- 
five square miles.

Sec. 39. No Senator or Repiescn- 
tativo, during the term for which he 
was elected, shall be appointed to any 
office of profit under this State which 
shall have been created, or the emol
uments of which have been increased 
during the time such Senator or Rep
resentative was in office, except to 
such offices as may be filled by an 
election of the people.

Sec. 40. The Legislature shall 
provide, by law, for determining con
tested elections.

anY not have been an inhabitant of the 
State one year, and who shall not 
have an actual residence in the dis
trict he may bo chosen to represent.

8*3. 6. The political year shall 
begin on the first Monday'of January 
and the Legislature shall meet an
nually on the first Tuesday (ffter the 
first Monday in January, at the seat; 
of government,unless sooner convened 
by the Governor, until altered by 
law. ■

citizens thereof; Provided 
ng herein contained shall 

so construed as to prevent the 
gislature frorn appropriating the 

school fnnd in accordance with the 
article in this Constitution relating to 
public iMhools.

Sec. 22. No distinction shall ever 
be wade by law between citizens and 
alien friends in reference to posses
sion, enjoyment or descent of proper 
ty.' '

SEflf23. No religious test as a! 
qualification for office shall ever be 
required, aud no preference shall 

h ever be givenjby law to any religious 
sect or mode of worship, but tho free 
enjoyment of all religions sentiments, 
and the different modes of worship 
shalUver be held. s»ered; Provided 
the rights hereby, secured shall not be 
construed to justify acts jsf licentious
ness injurious to morals W 'dangerous 
to the peace awl safety of 

Sec. 24. The right of all citi?eus 
to travel upon public cdnyeyincos 
shall not be infringed upol,"4or in

Le
Is.

every bill having passed both houses, 
shall be signed by the President of 
the Senate and the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, in open 
session.

Sec. 25. Every bill which has 
passed both Houses shall be present
ed to the Governor of the State. If 
*e approves, ho shall sign it, but if 

he shall return

t.
tie constitu- 

7nited States, 
i, and 
ace to

9.
Sec. 7. All general elections shall 

be by ballot, and shall commence and 
be holdcn every two years, on the first 
Tuesday after the first Monday in 
November, until altered by law ; and 
the electors, in all casts except cases 
of treason, felony, and breach of the 
peace, shall be privileged from arrest 
during their attendance on elections, 
nnd in going to and - returning there
from. , *

Sec. '8. Election fur members of 
the Legislature shall beheld in the 
several counties and districts its shall 
be provided by law.

□ , !

ARTICLE V. Sec. 13. The State shdl be di
vided into convenient judicial dis
tricts.

See, 14. Circuit courts shall have 
original jurisdiction in all matters; 
civil and criminal, within this State; 
but in civil eases, only when the prin
cipal of the amount in controversy 
exceeds one hundred and fifty dollars.

Sec. 15. Apircnit court shall be 
held at least twice a year, and the

he does not a 
it with his objections, to tho house 
in which it originated, shall enter the 
objections at*large upon its journal, 
and proceed to consider them. If, 
after such reconsideration, two-thirds 
of that house shall agree to pass the 
bill, it shall be .sent with the objec
tions to the othefc House, by which, 
likowise, it shall be oonaidared, and 
if app?owd*!fcy two-thirds*of that'

«
tEXECUTIVE.

Section 1. The chief executive 
power of this State shall be vested in 
a G overuor, who shall hold his office 
lor four years. *

Seo, 2. The Governor shall be elec
ted by the qualified eleotprs of the 
State. The returns.of every election 
for Governor shall bo sealed up and _ 
transmitted to the seat of Govern-" shall be elected by the qualified elco-

uio

J
tute.
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