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Custom rolls me to*ti— 

Whot custom Trills in oil things should 

sre dot! j 
The dust on antique time Trould lie 

unscrept, 
And monnlBlnons error be too highly 

heap'd 
For truth to overpcer. 

—Cymbeline. 

Business Prosperity 
The first quarter of 1913 is nearly 

ended and there has been little halting 
in the business world. Prosperity 
was in full swing last fall and the 

now year began auspiciously. There 

was great activity in the industrial 

field and while there has been some 

decrease in the tonnage of unfilled 

orders on the books of the iron and 

steel companies as compared with a 

month ago, operations continue on a 

large scale. General trade is very 

satisfactory indeed and the second 

quarter of the year will doubtless wit- 

ness a great deal of prosperity. In 

a few weeks crop reports will begin 
to have an effect on the business sit- 

uation. If reports are favorable and 

if labor strikes are avoided a solid 

boom may be expected in the early 
summer. 

The Birmingham district was never 

so prosperous as it is now, and there 

are reasonable expectations of bound- 

ing prosperity here throughout the 

year. There is an insistent demand 
for labor hereabouts and the pay rolls 

are larger than they were this time 

last year. In the fall of 1912 the 

pay rolls of the district reached a new 

high record and that record has been 

easily maintained. 
Those timid financiers or pessimis- 

tically inclined capitalists of the east 

who predicted business depression as 

a result of tariff revision are begin- 
ning to cheer up. The tariff will be 
revised and no manufacturing inter- 
est will be appreciably retai'ded by it. 
On the other hand, the masses of the 

people will profit and business in gen- 
eral will be benefited. 

The outlook for the next few months 
is wonderully bright and nothing but 

crop failures and strikes combined 
could change the situation and make 
hard times. 

Cold Wave Forecasts 
It is still winter in some parts of 

the country and there may be yet a 

little winter in the south, for the 
weather man continues to predict cold 
waves from the west and a fall in the 

temperature. Not until the weather 
bureau relaxes its grip on cold waves 

will spring be here. Its power of 
recall in such cases should be ended 
according to the almanac this week, 
and it seems determined to exercise 
its power to the last moment. 

A fall of 30 degrees would carry 
the mercury down to 24, for yester- 
day’s minimum was 54. Twenty-four 
degrees would make the young peach 
buds tremble in their flowery nests. 

But it will not be that cold in Bir- 

mingham. The reader can judge 
whether this final attempt of the 
weather bureau to import a cold wave 

to Alabama from the wild and wooly 
west came true, or whether it was a 

final flash in the pan for this season. 

Forecaster Horton, the home weath- 

ar man, supports the big prognostica- 
tor in Washington, and the entire bu- 

reau was lined up yesterday against 
us. What Washington said Birming- 
ham indorsed. The thermometer this 

morning will vindicate either Ala- 
bama or the weather forecasters, and 

any temperature down to even 34 de- 

grees will count somewhat in favor 
of the latter. 

Ambassador to Great Britain 
Charles W. Eliot, president-emeritus 

of Harvard university, has been of- 
fered the ambassadorship to London, 
and the hope is that he will accept the 

post. Mr. Eliot is 79 years old, but 

his mind is still alert and active, and 

his general strength is said to be suf- 

ficient. 
It will be remembered that in last 

f year’s campaign Mr. Eliot came out 

openly in support of Woodrow Wilson. 

1 Theodore Roosevelt is an alumnus of 

■; Harvard, but Mr. Eliot, whose career 

been almost wholly confined to 

that university, declined to support 
him, and patriotically gave his reasons 

for supporting Woodrow Wilson. 

This of itself was evidence of the 

strength and virility of his mental 

faculties, and if he accepts the place 
the United States will add another 
name to a long list of great men who 
have represented it at London. The 
entire list is a great credit to this 

country and it may be crowned by the 

acceptance of Mr. Eliot. 

Supcnsion of Judgment Asked For 

Mr. Underwood is certainly not un- 

reasonable when he asks that the com- 

ing revenue tariff bill be judged on 

its known terms instead of on baseless 

rumors. Reported rates are declared 

to be erroneous, and he asks that 

judgment on the new bill be withheld 
until it is introduced in Congress and 

authoritatively made public. Surely 
the people will be just to a leader who 
is working day and night to perfect 
the bill that is to bear his name, and 
for which he will naturally be held 

responsible. The people of Alabama 
will not misjudge Oscar Underwood 
or his tariff bill. 

Mr. Underwood intimates in his re- 

cent statement that the new bill will 

be presented as one whole instead of 

in schedules. This means that 16 

schedules made up of 4000 items will 

be laid before the country on or about 

April 7. Mr. Underwood does not ex- 

plicity state that this method will be 

adopted, but the fair inference of his 

recent protest is to that effect. 
It is known that Chairman Under- 

wood and a subcommittee of the Sen- 
ate finance committee and President 
Wilson himself are collaborating in 
the great work of preparing a just 
and honest revenue tariff bill—a bill 

from which all graft and all favorit- 
ism and all robbery of consumers are 

to be eliminated. Upon the outcome of 
the effort hangs the fate of the pres- 
ent administration and of the demo- 
cratic party. 

Chief Bodeker on the Job 

Birmingham’s chief of police has 
been given leave of absence by the city 
commissioners in order to enable him 
to capture Theodore Lacy and his big 
box of loot. As state detective he is 
confident of success. A spirit of hope- 
fulness is said to permeate the capi- 
tol since Chief Bodeker arrived on the 

spot and took hold of the problem. 
Lacy’s escape stands today one of 

the most remarkable in the history of 
embezzlements in this country. He 
carried away in daylight a large 
amount of cash in small bills and 
specie. It is said that it is known 
where he left the automobile which 
carried the cash from the bank, but 
if anything more is known concerning 
him or his big box then the public has 
not been told about it. 

Chief Bodeker has a chance to win 
fame as the state’s chief detective. He 
is presumably camping on Lacy’s trail. 
Should he find the fugitive, will he 
find also the famous box he carried 
away? This promises to be the next 

development in the case, but it may 
be a promise that will be more faith- 
fully kept in the breach than in the 
observance. 

The wedding, of Miss Ethel Carow 
Roosevelt, daughter of Col. and Mrs. 
Theodore Roosevelt, will take place In 
the Episcopal church of Oyster bay on 

April 4, and will be followed by a seated 
breakfast for several hundred people at 

Sagamore Hill. Miss Roosevelt has not 

yet completed the list of her bridal at- 

tendants, one of whom will be Mise Cor- 
nelia Randon, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs, 
Henry Hutton Random Dr. Derby's 
brother, Roger A. Derby, will act as his 

best man and his ushers will be James 
R. Derby, another brother; Archibald B. 
Roosevelt, a brother of the bride; John 
C. Waterbury, Edmund P. Rogers, Dr. 
Henry James and Nelson F. Bossert of 

Boston. Dr. Derby has decided not to 

give a farewell bachelor dinner. He and 
his bride will sail for Europe the day fol- 
lowing their wedding. For the ceremony 
and reception, there will be an elaborate 
musical programme by Nathan Franko's 
orchestra, but the programme has not 

yet been chosen. 

"In my judgment," said Speaker Champ 
Clark, "the closer every political func- 

tion is brought to the great body cf ttie 

people the better for all. So believing 
with all my heart, I am earnestly in favor 
of the election of United States senators 

by popular vote and of a statute for nom- 

ination for President and Vice Presi- 
dent by primaries. The man who is afraid 
of primary elections is afraid of the peo- 
ple, for they more truly reflect the peo- 

ple's will than do conventions. Jt is a 

groat privilege to be a citizen of Massa- 
chusetts; it is a great privilege to be a 

Missourian; but the greatest privilege of 
all is to be a plain American.” 

-■*-»(■- 
The name Is pronounced Tum-ulty, tits 

only accent being oi^ the first syllable, 
it is a name of decided distinction in Ire- 
land, and in Washington, D. C. White 
careful speakers of English pronounce 
it as a three syllable word, careless pro- 
nunciation has corrupted it and made it 
sound something liwe "Tumty." In polite 
circles, however, it will always be 
Tumulty. 

Senator Simmons, chairman of the 
finance committee, thinks the extra ses- 

sion will not be able to complete Its work 

and adjourn before August 1. 

The medical profession is said to be 

bracing up against a shock when it is 

announced that the Friedmann cure really 
cure*. 1 

v 

The new Third Assistant Postmaster 

| General, Alexander Monroe Dockery of 

I Missouri, wears boots, real old fashioned 
boots, the kind that reach to the knees. 
He wears them winter and summer arid 
he wears his trousers on the outside. Mr. 
Dockery has two hobbies—high boots and 
f olding office. It is said that he has never 
been without an office since he became 
of voting age. If he can get a remuner- 
ative position he takes it, but he often 
works for the public with no hope of re- 

ward. After serving as governor ot Mis- 
souri and in Congress he held a Job as 
read overseer in Missouri. 

Briefly, the royal relations of King 
Constantine of Greece follow: Brother-in- 
law of Emperor William of Germany; 
nephew of Queen Mother of England; 
nephew of widowed Czarina of Russia; 
cousin of King of Norway; cousin of 

King George of Great ISrttaln; cousin of 
Czar of Russia; cousin of Mecklenburg- 
Schwerin; cousin of King of Denmark, 
native country of Constantine's father, 
who was a brother of late King Ferdi- 
nand. The Empress Dowager of Den- 
mark was Princess Imulse of Sweden. 

The wealth of New York state now ex- 

ceeds, according to the real and personal 
valuations, $11,000,000,000. The official val- 
uations do not exceed one-half of real 
values. To be exact, the official wealth 
of the state In 1913 was $11,131,600,121. 

President Wilson has decided not to ac- 

cept out-of-town Invitations "for some 

period.” The demands upon his time 
are so great as to preclude making any 

engagements that will require his leav- 
ing Washington. 

There is a great deal of individuality in 
the Wilson administration, and it is prov- 
ing excellent and desirable. j 

The automobile does not honk quite so 

defiantly ns it did before the price of 
gasoline was advanced. 

Some are wondering what those people 
do that are asking for office when they 
are not seeking office. 

James Hamilton Lewis begins to doubt 
the maxim that they also serve who only 
stand and wait. 

The total eclipse of the moon this morn- 

ing came about dawn, when most people 
were In bed. 

Only 2 per cent of musicians are bald, 
but it is too late for many men to join a 

band. 

The Huertaists are still shooting rebels 
without trial. It is government by butch- 
ery< 

Ex-Banker Morse is no longer seeking 
health. He is now seeking wealth. 

Nat Goodwin's ex-wives have also ac- 

quired the marrying habit 

The President returned even a gold 
mounted razor strop. 

Official spring began yesterday at 12 
o’clock noon. 

Secretary Redfleld's whiskers suggest 
his name. 

COURAGE OF CLEVELAND 
From the Kansas City Times,. 

Intelligent devotion to the public wel- 
fare glorified by a courage that was mag- 
nificent—that is the side of Cleveland's 
personality that still looms largest in the 
public mind. It is what most persons will 
recall in reading about the ceremonies at 
his birthplace today. 

At a time when polities had tecotr.e 
very largely a personal game with offices 
as tiie chief aim of each party, when po* 
litical scandals were frequent and public 
honor at low ebb, Cleveland emerged in 
the national life, a fresh and vigorous fig- 
ure—a. new type in American politics. 

The arts of popularity he did not under- 
stand, or held in contempt. All that he 
knew was to do his duty as he saw It 
with no regard as to the effect on his 
personal fortunes. 

As governor of New York he vetoed a 

hill reducing a city's street car fares, and 
he called for legislation for the control 
of corporations with equal readiness. 

When lie became President the hungry 
office seekers waited in vain for whole- 
sale removals to make room for men of 
his own party. To a western senator who 
called to plead the cause of the boys, the 
President recalled his platform pledge of 
civil service reform. “Yea, Mr. Presi- 
dent,” said the senator, "but we all know 
what platforms are for." 

“If you think you elected a liar on the 
platform you are most mightily mis- 
taken,” he shouted back. 

In his first term he vetoed several hun- 
dred worthy bills, which a less determined 
man would have winked at, and then 
when he had everything his own way lie 

forced the tariff issue to the front against, 
the advice of ids party leaders. It was 
an act of superb courage, for he had to 

whl]> a reluctant pat Ly into line. And be- 
ing courageous, it was characteristic. 

So again early In 1892, when the way 
was open for his third nomination, he 

spoke out on the silver question, at the 
risk of defeating his candidacy. The same 

response lo duty made him denounce a 

sham tariff revision measure as a bill of 
perfidy and dishonor. 

Considerations of personal or party ex- 

pediency made no impression on him. “Is 
the thing right or wrong?” he would 
ask. If It was right lie would pound it 

through with heavy blows. He was so 

made that he was uneasy in the face of 
the challenge of duty until he had made 
response. 

It is significant of the respect that a 

democracy instinctively feels for honesty, 
courage and devotion that Buch a man, 

brutally frank and uncompromising, 
should three times have received a plu- 
rality of the popular vote, and twice have 
been elected to the presidency. Yet this 
significance the small politician never 

comprehends. 

SLSPICIOl S OF HER SON-IN-LAW 
From the Atchison Globe. 

Relatives of an Atchison woman who is 
ill wrote to her mother of the rare 

thoughtfulness of the invalid's husband. 
He brings home something every day 
which will contribute to his wife’s com- 
fort. Among his gifts are a soft colored 
kimono for the nurse, as her old habit 
made his wife nervous; some dainty felt 
slippers for the nurse, so that her at- 
tendance upon liis wife will be absolutely 
noiseless, and some expensive perfume for 
the nurse’s own use, as his wife cannot 
abide the odor of antiseptics. When the 
sick woman's mother received the letter 
she wrote as follows; "I will be in Atchi- 
son in a few days, and will else up that 
nurse before giving John credit for any 
unusual devotion.” 

IN HOTEL LOBBIES 
Banter Mimic 

“Joyous Easter music will be heard in 

I the churches of Birmingham,” said a 

local singer. “Many of the churches have 

fine choirs and some of these choirs 
have had extra rehearsals as Easter ap- 

proached. 
"I can remember when only Episcopal 

and Catholic churches had special music 
for Easter, but now Methodist, Baptist 
and Presbyterian choirs pay more or less 

attention to the church seasons, and ̂ spe- 
cially when It relates to music suitable 
for hfaster. 

“Especially elaborate music will be 

heard Sunday at the Church of the Ad- 
vent, at St. Mary's-on-the-Highlanda and 
at St. Paul's Catholic church. At St. 

Paul’s Gounod’s ‘St. Cecilia* mass, one 

of the most heavenly masses ever writ- 

ten, will be rendered by a trained choir 

of 30 voices, accompanied by a select 
orchestra, with Mrs. Sever in as solo so- 

prano and all under the baton of Mr. Philip 
Memoli. In the Episcopal churches the 
services will begin at 11 o’clock, but at 

St. Paul's hfgh mass begins at 10:30.” 

Bryan's Felicitous Interview 

"Mr. Bryan since lie has been Secretary 
of State may have made one or two lit- 
tle slips, but I think he will turn out 

to be a capital man for the Important, 
and difficult position he occupies," said 
an old democrat. 

"Mr. Bryan’s reply to Assistant Secre- 

tary of State Huntingdon Wilson, who 
was holding over for a few days but who 

threw up his position summarily, was 

most admirable, both In substance and in 

temper. The assistant secretary's state- 
ment, which he gave to the press, was 

not in good taste. As an upholder of the 

Taft-Knox policy relating to the Chinese 
loan question he felt called upon to re- 

sign, but he might have done It quietly. 
He saw a chance, however, to make him- 

self appear important and in explaining 
his position to the public he talked peev- 

ishly. Mr. Bryan might have come back 
at him with a few cutting remarks, but 
he did nothing of the kind. Ills state- 

ment, furnished to the press, was ex- 

tremely courteous. In brief sentences he 

explained and defended the administra- 

tion's position. It was dignified and dem- 

ocratic and there was not a bit of sting 
in it. I have never been a partisan of 
Mr. Bryan, but I now have great ad- 
miration for him.” 

Large Railroad Traffic 

"Business in tills district is very active, 
and Judging from the gross earnings of 
the Southern railway active, healthy con- 

ditions prevail in the south generally,” 
said General Freight Agent R. I,. Simp- 
son. “Prosperity is certainly in full swing 
in this part of the country. 1 have never 

known greater evidences of thrift in 

Birmingham than are observed now. All 
branches of business seem to be pros- 
perous." 

Tlir Iron Market 
*'A great deal more interest in the mar- 

ket is being displayed by pig iron con- 

sumers,” according to Matthew Addy & 

Co.’s Cincinnati report. “Especially in 
the east there has been a good buying 
movement which is continuing in large 
volume. Pittsburg is active. The south 
has had a fair new tonnage not made 
up of small scattering orders, but mainly 
of large lots. Comparatively the middle 
west has not been as much in evidence 
in new buying as other sections of the 

country, but this has been one of the 
peculiarities of the iron market of late 

years. The middle west has trailed along 
after the east. When that section starts 
things, then the middle west wakes up 
and follows the example set by the large 
interests in Philadelphia and Pittsburg. 

“Pipe makers this week have taken on 

a heavy tonnage and they have not yet 
filled their requirements. 

Few furnaces are greatly concerned as 

regards orders for quick shipment. As a 

rule they are only interested in the course 

of the market for the last half as they 
have enough business to keep them com- 

fortably filled for the first half. Nine 

consumers out of 10 are not covered be- 
yond July and an immense tonnage of 
iron has to be bought for the last six 

months of the year. So furnaces are un- 

der no necessity of trying to force things 
—they are in a position where they can 

wait.” 

The Charity Ball 
"The charity ball, which will be the 

Easter ©vent In Birmingham’s fash- 

ionable social life, will be given at the 

Country club Easter Monday as usual,” 
said a club man, “and It Is safe to say 
that 9.") per cent of the Invitations will 
be accepted. Not only will the young 
set and the middle age set grace the 

occasion but many of our elder citizens 
and their wives will be present, feeling 
young and looking young. 

"The ball Is for the benefit of the 
District Nurses’ association and every- 
one has come to know that this is 
among the worthiest of worthy causes. 
The Country club is an Ideal place for 
large balls and the decorations Mon- 
day night will be elaborate and artistic 
and will heighten the effect of the fes- 

tive scene.” 

National Politics 
"I voted the republican ticket last 

November although I knew that it had 
no chance of victory,” said Ezra F. 
Edwards of St. Paul, Minn. “Many men 
who had always been republicans had 
cold feet and even if the Roosevelt 
bolt had taken off only a few from the 
ranks the democrats would have pulled 
through. 

"It' looks to me now as If the G. O. P. 
would never he able to get well on 

its feet again, but at least one more 

effort will be made. I think the parti- 
will probably poll a larger vote In 1918 
than It did In 1912, but if Mr. Wilson's 
administration is a success and if the 
democrats can keep together the coun- 

try will see another democratic victory 
in 191*. At leaBt that’s the way it 

looks to me, a private In the ranks. 
I have never been active in politics 
but I always vote and always look on 

with interest." 

THE CONVERTED OLYMPIC 
From the Mobile Register. 

Disasters convey their own lesson. Per- 

haps it took a calamity such as the sink- 

ing of the Titanic to teach the shipping 
world that the vessels that were thought 
to b® unsinkable were not so; but, on the 
contrary, were very vulnerable if attacked 
in a certain way. The White Star Steam- 

ship company proceeded at once to im- 

prove the sister ship of the Titanic, the 

Olympic, and the work is now completed. 
Practically there exist now two hulls, one 

inside the other, and the space between 
the hulls is divided into water tight com- 

partments. If a hole were driven through 
both hulls, the vessel would not sink. In 
fact, the Olympic Is pronounced unsink- 
able. 

Further, if the not to be expected neces- 

sity of all the passengers and crew leav- 

ing the vessel arises, the lifeboat accom- 

modations will be found ample. The Olym- 

pic will carry *2 lifeboats, whereas she 

bad formerly but 2S. Most important is 

provision of improved davits for launching 
the boats, and a special and trained crew 
to handle the lifeboats. It will be recalled 
that in the Titanic’s boats were all 
launched successfully, although there were 
few seamen handy to attend to them, 
but this success was because the sea was 

perfectly calm, and the vessel very nearly 
on an even keel. Had the conditions been 
In even a small degree unfavorable the 
chances are that few of the boats would 
have been put into the water without loss 
of life. One observer remarked at the time 
of the disaster that the davits could not 
have been operated on both sids the ship 
had the weather been heavy; and he ad- 
vocated that something be done to facili- 
tate the lifeboat launching. As above men- 
tioned, this has been done. 

Taking the work of Improvement at the 
value claimed for it, the sea going public 
that travels by the Olympic is now assured 
safety as nearly absolute as possible to 
make It. 

A MODERN AMAZON 
From the New York World. 

Scout, tfpy, war nurse, "underground 
railroad" manager, a memorable figure 
of the civil war period lias passed aw^y 
In the death of Harriet Tubman Davis 
at Auburn, N. Y. 

Harriet Tubman was born a slave in 
Maryland. Of Ashantee bfood, descendant 
of tribal chiefs, she possessed an uncon- 
querable spirit and immense physical 
strength, surpassing that of most men. 
To avoid being "sold south" in her youth, 
she followed the North Star to freedom, 
but soon was back teaching other negroes 
the road she had trod. Rewards amount- 
ing to $40,000 were offered in Virginia 
and Maryland for her arrest. 

Harriet Tubman was invaluable as an 

“underground railroad" agent in the 
north. 'While in tills work she led the 
mob that rescued Charles Nalle, a fugi- 
tive slave, in Troy. Though beaten upon 
the head by policemen s billies,” she 
thrashed two of them and aided the res- 
cue with her mighty muscles. In her sta- 
tion of the underground at Auburn, with 
the financial support of 'William H. Sew- 
ard, she sent many a refugee to Canada. 
Appointed as a nurse to Colonel Shaw’s 
famous negro regiment in 1863, she soon 
appeared in a new capacity as a scout 
for the Union troops. In 1S96 she founded 
the Harriet Tubman Davis Home for In- 
digent Aged Negroes, where she herself 
died at the supposed age of 98. 

Why despair of the future of a race 
that can exhibit such courage, devotion 
and capacity for leadership in one of its 
lowliest members? 

A SUGGESTIVE SIGN 
From the Boston Globe. 

: FOR SALE .; 
: THIS DAM MILL 
: & POND. : 

Perhaps it may have been from this 
very sign that Holman F. Day, Maine's 
favorite poet, got the thought for his fa- 
mous hit of verse, the "Sad Case of Mr. 
Moore," in which he says: 

I know of a youth with the curious name 
of Noah Damsite Moore: 

And lie wants It changed the very worst 
way, for that name has fretted him 
sore. 

His parents years before- 
Nice folks by the name of Moore— 

Had lived by a river ere he was born. 
They were poor, but honest, and woke 

one morn 
To find that an opulent syndicate 
Was ready to buy at a good stiff rate 
All right and title to have and to hold 
This farm for a damsite, and so they sold. 
The haul was so big that this worthy pair 
Lived high on the interest wdth lots to 

spare. 
And so it was natural quite 
When the son and heir and the light 

Of the household came, he should get a 
name 

Like a trade-mark of that site— 
To commemorate 
That real estate 

That gave them wealth when the syndi 
cate 

Bought up the damslte's right. 

CHIVALRY 
From April Young’s Magazine. 

Chivalry Is a somewhat antiquated trait 
In these bustling days, but Mabel Wilber, 
playing In ‘The Merry Widow," gives 
a fine example of courtesy: 

"Percy Denton, lyrio tenor of Australia, 
was robbed one night of his sovereign 
case with four 15 gold pieces. In his softly 
Inflected Australian-English accent, this 
Is how Percy describes the robbery: 

'I was standing on the corner, don’t 

you know, and a deucedly pretty lady 
bowed to me. I didn’t mind that, of course, 
and I tipped my derby to her. Then she 

hesitated, and I aproached her and bowed 
again, by Jove. She was a very glorious 
creature, I must say. I wouldn't have 
minded her at all, don’t you know—but— 
well—all of a sudden, bless me, she flashed 
a pair of—yes, nippers, I guess It is called 
—and detawched me bloomin’ sovereign 
case from my watchguard. Then she 

gave me a stunning look and walked 
away. ’Fon my word, 1 never was so 

surprised in my life. I actually felt like 

going and telling a Bobbie about It. If 

it wouldn’t have been So rude, don’t you 
know, I really believe I would have gone 
and done so. Bll’me If I wouldn’t. Eny- 
way, wouldn’t It Jar you? I couldn’t 
help thinking of the lady all night, by 
Jove!’ ’’ 

l:\I.CCKY DAYS TO WED 

From Tit-Bits. 
Marry In Dent and you will live to repent; 
Marry In May and you will rue the day. 

May and February were held by the 
ancient Romans to be the two months in 
the year which were certain to bring ill 
luck, while even the church before the 
time of the Reformation placed a ban 
upon all marriages contracted between 
the first Sunday of Advent and Hilary 
Day, between Septuageslma Sunday and 
Low Sunday, and between Rogation Sun- 
day and Trinity Sunday. Thus only 32 
weeks of the year were left by the church 
for marrying. 

As to the best day, if we would be- 

lievo a tradition handed down by the an- 

cients, any day is certain to bring un- 

bounded happiness If it only be when "the 
moon Is growing." 

There are other traditions which, if 

you are superstitious, It will be well to 
observe. One of these is that May 14 

brings ill luck for all the rest of the 

year, and if you would be assured of 

misfortune then select Childermas day 
for the date of your wedding. This day 
Is the anniversary of the Massacre of the 

Innocents. A wedding on the last day of 

the year is also said to be productive of 

great misfortunes. 

PROSPERITY DETERS REVOLUTIONS 
From Leslie’s. 

Peace has its victories no less than war. 

The unusual prosperity in Texas drew 

50,000 Mexican laborers across the Rio 

Grande, and deterred very appreciable 
revolutionary activities In northern Mex- 

ico. The exodus saved to President Ma- 

dera's administration thousands of dollars 
that would have gone into revolutionary 

outlay, stimulated the many Industries oi 

the Lone Star state and sent thousands 
of well earned wages back Into Mexican 
homes. Prosperity pulled harder, in this 
rase tbnn the sort of patriotism practiced 
on the other side ot the Texas border. 

ADRIFT WITH THE TIMES 
TEN TOO MANY. 

"Woodrow Wilson Is said to have en- 

tered the White House with 11 umbfel- 

las." 

"Huh! I don't call that Jeffersonian 

simplicity.” 

BOUND TO WOBboil. 
Who drinks strong stuff, 

More than enough, 
In crowded bars, day after day, 

Will find It true 
He can't pursue 

The even tenor of his waj\ 

OTHERWISE. 

"It wasn't a matter of low wages with 

Eve,” remarks the astute editor of the 

Springfield, Mo., Republican. Quite so. 

Neither can her fall be attributed to a de- 

sire for question mark hats and gowns by 
Red fern. 

m 

GIRLS WILL BE GIRLS. 
Said Tillle Snow. 

With learned look, 
"I'll just sit down 

And write a book.” 

Her work was slow, 
'Clause every day 

She tripped to town 
For a matinee. 

AN EASTER REMEMBRANCE. 

Brother M. H. James of the Johnstown 

Democrat sends an Easter card, on the 

back of which he sizes up the local situa- 

tion as follows: 

In Birmingham when Easter comes 
The busy city fairly hums. 
While all the natives, small and great, 
Put on their nobby robes of state 
And then, weighed down like drygoods 

shelves, 
They’re off to church to view themselves. 
Why can't they wait? For old Paul Cook 
On Monday’H tell them how they look.” 

NOT A COMPLETE FAILURE. 
No matter how worthless he may be, 

the father of a beautiful girl will com- 

mand a certain amount of respect in any 
community. 

THE CLIMBER. 
A man climbed up from the depths 

called Despair and stood on a rlain if 

magic beauty. The skies were cloudless 

above him. All around was a vista of de- 

light. He walked In an earthly paradise 
Instead of the storms that assailed him 

MIHHIHHttMIHOlHMIHMIllHIIHIIIIIIHHUH 

on his perilous Journey through frowning 

gorges, beneath cliffs that towered ir, 

fearsome majesty, past the yawning 
mouths of caves where unknown dangers 

lurked and over dizzy paths where de- 

struction waited on a faltering step, gen- 

tle airs were wafted to him from fields 

of bloom and peace descended upon his 

soul. "And this,' he said, "Is happiness." 
But his thoughts ever reverted to the way 

he had come, to those hours of conflict 
and self mastery, and he sighed, "In the 

depths men learn to be strong.” 

MARCH MADNESS. 
Crazy quilts and hatters mad. 
Hornets very far from sad, 
Golfers' eyes that redly gleam. 
Bleacher fans who wildly dream, 
Garden makers bearing seeds. 
Tennis scrappers cutting weeds; 
Madness in the very air— 
Blame it on the mad March hare! 

—Cleveland Plain Dealer. 

Nifty hats In windows shown, 
Girlies' skirts by breezes blown, 
Sporting page bears flaring type, 
Sporting ed. pulls on his pipe; 
Some will smile and others scotf 
When you plan to “take ’em off;' 
Poets pen their lilting rhyme— 
Gosh! ’twill soon be fishing time! 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT. 
"When a woman makes a blunder some 

man Is sure to say, ‘Now, that's Just like 

a woman!' 

"Yes, and he doesn't realize at the 

time that he Is paying her a compliment." 
"In what way?" 

“If she had acted 'just like a man,’ tho 

chances are she would have done a great 

dc..l worse.” 

REGRETS. 
I fain would sing the lovely rose 

That in some rural garden blows, 

Where sunbeams dance down leafy lanes 
And birds lift up their glad refrains, 

But how can one lilt such a lay 
'Bout sights and scenes so far away, 

When Birmingham is full of smoke 
And here's my muse about to choke! 

FORTUNATE. 

'Hello, Spraddles!” 
“Hello, Boresome." 

"I haven't seen you for a week." 

"Nore. I’ve been seeing you first." 

PAUL COOK. 
t 

PLAIN TALK TO REFORMERS 

From the Richmond Virginian. 

PROBABLY 
as much harm is done in 

this world by well meaning people 
blundering in excited or unconsld- 

ered attempts to do good as by the pur- 1 

posely wicked. Reminder of this lament- 

able fact is found in the discussions of the 

“white slave" question and the working 
girl in New York, Chicago and elsewhere 
and In many magazines and newspapers. 
The volunteer friends of the working girl 
seem to assume that unless she earns a 

;certain sum a week she will “go wrong" 
and is not to be blamed for doing so. She 
Is “starved Into sin" we are told. 

This is moral poison as dangerous as 

could be spread abroad. We are told noth- 
ing of the thousands and tens of thou- 
sands of girls and women who earn their 

own living and who, even on scanty 
wages, contrive to be virtuous and to 

maintain their characters. We have pa- 

raded before us those who confide to 

sociological investigators and legislative 
committees that they became bad because 

they could earn at honest work but $5, $6 
or $8 a week. The plain Implication from 

this is that the woman or girl who can- 

not or does not earn enough for her needs 
is rather to be commended for making 
herself a peril to the community and 

wrecking her own soul and body. The 

responsibility is put on the employer. The 
honest working girl has flaunted before 

her that the other kind of girl is the ob- 

ject of pity and sympathy, not of con- 

demnation, is not a free agent, the bur- 

den of her vice being on the merchant or 

manufacturer. In Chicago a formidable 
committee of the legislature Is Inquiring 
into the conditions of female labor In 
connection with a pending bill to estab- 
lish a minimum wage of $12 a week for 

women. The minimum wage may be all 
right if it does not drive industries and es- 
tablishments out of business and leave 

the employes of both sexes with no wages 
of any kind, which might, in practical re- 

sults, be worse than low wages. We have 
no quarrel with anybody who tries hon- ; 
estly to better the condition of w orking i 

people and secure for them just shares of 
the results of their labor. There is se- 

rious objection to the methods of this 

Investigation, as there Is to preceding In- 

quiries and publications along the same 

line. 
People who know human nature and 

something of the world know that not o\t 
woman In a thousand deliberately adopts 
vice as a means of livelihood or would 
seek that method of averting starvation. 
To do so would be contrary to all a 

woman's Instincts, to say nothing of her 

training, self respect and consideration for 
her own safety and welfare. We have 
hinted In remarks by the Chicago Investi- 
gators and by some of the other Investi- 
gators and writers that girls are driven 
wrong by lack not only of food and 
clothes, but of amusement and recreation. 
It would be interesting to know from these 
philanthropists what they regard as the 

wage limit of virtue. If a girl Is not 
expected to be good at $5 a week, might 
we look to see her a model of propriety 
and deportment at $8 and beyond the 
teach of all possible temptations at }I2? 

It Is an atrocious and vicious, if un- 

intentional, libel on the working women 
of tills country to suggest that they must 
be paid to be virtuous and well behave,i. 
It is frightfully perilous to drill into the 
public mind the suggestion that women 

who do not receive a certain standard of 

wages are to be excused, if not justified, 
for entering upon a disreputable life. It 
w'ould be equally just hnd safe to Imply 
that the man clerk who does not earn a 

stated amount a week is likely to rob the 
till arid entitled to sympathy when he does 
It. 

Where there is wrong It should be right- 
ed, if righting he possible. Where there 
Is oppression It should he lifted if the 
law can reach It. We owe to the fallen 
women 6f any class pity and what help 
we can give regardless of the causes and 
motives of her sinning. It is not right 
to Insist that working girls are driven to 
crime by lack of money while so many 
thousands of them, earning the same 

wages the criminals earned, live and die 
pure and respected. 

CAPTAIN SCOTT’S LITERARY STYLE 

| Prom the London. Telegraph. 

GOULD 
an acknowledged master of 

the English language, possessed 
of facts and mental Impressions, 

have told the story of the last days of 
Captain Scott's party more eloquently 
than the leader—a naval officer, untrained 
In the art of writing—told It for himself? 
Seated In a tent pitched In a howling 
wilderness, with death staring him In tne 

face, he set out to place the experiences 
of himself and his companions on record, 
and he used the simplest words, each 
having just the right emphasis. He did 
not strain after effect, but wrote down 

what was In his mind, and the result is 

not merely an epic of heroism, but an ex- 

ample of pure, pellucid English. 
Captain Scott's education—a combina- 

tion of the practical and theoretical—was 
at an end when he was about 15 years old, 
and thenceforward the sea was his uni- 
versity. Yet it is this man—no whit dif- 
ferent in many respects from his contem- 
poraries who were prepared for their pro- 
fession on board his majesty’s ship Britan- 
nia at Dartmouth—who has left us a won- 

derful narrative of his last great quest. 
It is a short, concise story, without an 

unnecessary word, marked by a restraint 
which is marvelous If we remember the 

circumstances—a small tent pitched on a 

snow enwrapped desert, with a hurricane 
howling around him and hts companions 
dying by his side. 

Down through the centuries, the bi- 
ographies of the great sailors of every 

age yield phrases which still ring true, 
phrases with a pith and a crispness all 
their own. Captain Appleton, in 1652, 
writing home of the recapture of the 
Phoenix, relates that “at the appearing 
of the morning stars they entered and 
possessed the frigate in a short time.” 

Admiral Vernon tells his wife of~ his 
“good health to go through all these glor- 
ious fatigues.” Again, Hawke, after the 
battle or Qulberon Bay, ends his dispatch 
thus: “As to the loss we have sustained, 
let It be placed to the account or the 
necessity 1 was under of running all 

risks to break the strong force of the ene- 

my." These are a few examples of the 
terse, virile English of men who had had 
little or no education, but had merely 
lived close to nature, with their eyes and 
ears open, and, let it be added, with the 
Bible—that model of a direct literary style 
—as the constant companion of most of 
them. 

BURGLARS’ BRAINS 
From the New York Telegram. 

That crime requires brains is well 
known to the police, but perhaps little 

realized by the general public. The bur- 

glary of Simons' pawnshop, at Hester and 

Eldrldge streets, shows Just what ability 
thieves possess. 

The booty valued at about 1300,000 was 

obtained from a "burglar proof’ Vau.t, 
nine feet high, 12 wide and 12 long, with 
walls two feet thick constructed of brick 

set in cement, having an intricate steel 
door with time locks and other safety de- 
vices, and with walls, windows and doors 
protected by electric wires connected with 
a private police agency. 

Digging their way through an adjoining 
cellai*. the burglars, who wore gloves to 
leave no linger prints behind, cut a trap 
in the floor to avoid the alarm wives and 
used cold chisels and sledge hammers 
on the safe without touching the tell tale 
wires of alarming the neighborhood. 

There's a lot of knowledge, energy, 
skill and daring being misapplied these 
days. 

APRIL 
Berton Braley, In April Ainslee's. 

Fashioned of tearfulness, tenderness, 
cheerfulness; 

Changeable, shy, as the ways of a meld; 
Spring's sweetest miracle, lovely and 

lyrical, 
Showers and flowers, and sunshine, and 

shade, 
Maying the merry land fragrant as fairy 

land. 
Thrilling the heart with a wonderment 

new. 
Laughing and serious, moonlit, mys- 

terious, 
April’s a month that was molded tor 

you! 
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