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Recognition of China 

Tang Hun Lung was elected on 

Thursday speaker of the lower house 

of the new Chinese parliament, and 

that body is now fully organized in 

bath branches. The five-power loan 

also stands although the senate de- 

clared against it. The provisional 
government, declared it valid and al- 

together binding, and the $125,000,- 
000 to be received under its terms 

will render the government strong. 

Yuan Shai Kai will undoubtedly be 

elected permanent president, and all 

talk about revolts will disappear. The 

Chinese people have plenty of politi- 
cal sense. 

Yesterday the United States, acting 

through Mr. Williams, charge at Pe- 

king, duly recognized the infant re- 

public. The event was celebrated at 

the winter palace in Peking by an 

elaborate reception and luncheon to 

the legation staff. 
A new minister to China will no 

doubt soon be appointed and the pres- 

ent minister to the United States will 

no doubt receive new credentials from 

,Yuan Shai Kai, the provisional presi- 
dent of China. Recognition at the 

hands of the Knox-Taft regime would 

have been postponed to the latest pos- 

sible minute. That administration was 

out of sympathy with popular rule, 

„wand when President Wilson came in a 

different view was taken of repub- 
lics in general._ 

Health on the Isthmus 

It was not until 1906 that Colonel 

IGorgas was called to the aid of the 

department of sanitation at the 

isthmus, and he at once began a 

(Campaign of efficiency. He not only 
{weeded out yellow fever, but he re- 

duced the malaria rate to 2.2 of the 

entire force on the pay roll. In 1906 it 

stood at 10.5, and that rate of malaria 

Would have doubled the cost of the 

'canal and made it .impossible to com- 

plete it before 1920. In 1912 the 

deaths from malaria numbered but 

20 out of 60,893 employes. 
The malaria rate of the isthmus is 

■till twice as high as that of Alabama. 

Jn 1913 the hope is that the isthmus 

Will have as little malaria as Ala- 

bama has and that in ifve years more 

it can be put on the Illinois basis. Any 
State can rid itself of malaria by try- 
ing hard and keeping at it. 

The death rate among the em- 

ployes was in 1912 but 9.18, and there 

■were only four deaths from typhoid 
fever. The natives of Panama and 

Colon are profiting from the stand- 

ards set up among the employes, and 

are reducing their death rate. The 
» isthmus may yet become a sanitary re- 

sort. _ 

The Matter of Giving 
i~" This is annual tag day in Birming- 

ham. It has come to be an established 

institution. Money raised by the sale 

of tags goes to the Boys’ club, an or- 

ganization that has done much good 
■work and whose sphere of activities 
will be broadened with the growth of 

t; the city. 
On tag day of last year $3038.63 

was the sum realized. The needs of 
the organization are -much greater 
now than they were a few years ago 
and it is hoped that the amount raised 
today will exceed by at least several 
hundred dollars last year's total. 

The citizens of Birmingham are 

called on frequently for contribu- 
tions for philanthropic causes. .Some- 
times the fund to be raised is large, 
and well-to-do people are asked to 

make large donations, but the majori- 
; ty of appeals are for small contribu- 

| tioos and the money given is scarcely 

ifelt. Not long ago, when money was be- 

ing raised for the Young Women's 
Christian association, Sydney J. Bowie 
struck the keynote of the proper spirit 
of philan^iropic giving when he said 

| that in aiding a great institution such 

fig as the one he referred to unquestion- 
ed »Wy was, citizens should give until 

Jg. they felt it, or words to that effect. 

j,| gome rich- people think they are do- 
BL fag well when they contribute to an 

eleemosynary or a humane institution 

a good round sum but which is small 

compared with personal expenses for 

the vanities and luxuries of life and 
which is not missed in the least. The 
true philanthropist is, as Mr. Bowie 

suggested, one who gives to an ex- 

tent that he does feel it; to the extent 

frequently that requires the practice 
of a little self-denial. 

These remarks, however, are scarce- 

ly applicable to tag day. If every man 

accosted today by a gentle saleswoman 

pays less than $1 for a tag the total 

receipts would be upwards of $5000. 
The man who buys a tag will certain- 

ly not miss the coin that comes out of 
his pockets. 

Secretary Bryan at Sacramento 

No matter in what form an anti- 

alien bill in California may be passed 
two things are plain, namely, Mr. 

Bryan’s visit to Sacramento has not 

been a failure, and the line between 

the states and the federal govern- 

ment in the matter of treaties remains 

to bo drawn. Mr. Bryan has presented 
‘at Sacramento the reasons for delay 
in enacting a bill that transgresses 
the terms of a treaty with Japan. The 

federal government desires an oppor- 

tunity to negotiate a new treaty with 

Japan while maintaining friendly re- 

lations with that proud and sensitive 

people, and California should in all 
reason afford the federal government 
a chance to see what it can accom- 

plish. No great inroad would be made 

by the Japs in the meanwhile in Cali- 
fornia. 

The broader question relates to the 

treaty-making powers of the general 
government. If 48 states are to be 
consulted before a treaty can be rati- 
fied the general government will be 

put pretty nearly out of the treaty- 
making business. And yet Congress 
alone has the power to declare war 

and to regulate commerce with for- 

eign nations. No state can enter into 
a treaty or compact with a foreign 
power. Each state, however, makes 
its own land laws, and the President 
is not far wrong when he says a dras- 
tic anti-alien land bill in California 

might lead to a long litigation in an 

effort to draw the line between state 

and federal powers in relation to 

treaties. 
This may be said to be the chief 

unsettled constitutional question of 
the period. 

What Omaha Is Doing 
If any one thinks that Omaha was 

for one moment discouraged and dis- 
heartened by the cyclone, that person 
misjudges the town. It raised $100,- 
000 right at home to aid the dis- 

tressed, and then the work of re- 

building was begun at once. In round 
numbers 2000 homes were either de- 

stroyed or twisted out of shape. Nine 
hundred of them have already been 

rendered habitable and are occupied. 
Six hundred and fifty were entirely 
destroyed, and new residences are 

going up to replace them. 
All this has taken place since Easter 

and by next October Omaha will be 
pretty well rebuilt. An American 
city cannot be annihilated or checked 
by one tornado, no matter how fierce 
it may be, and few towns in any 
country have ever experienced a 

worse one than Omaha did. Its entire 
force was spent in the best residential 
district of the city, and that district 
will soon reappear in even better form 
than it had before the storm struck 
it. Omaha's circling wind and Gal- 
veston’s tidal wave and San Francis- 
co's earthquake show pretty plainly 
that an American town will come 

back. 
~ 

Mary H. \\ JUlard In Harper's Hazaar 
tells bow she built up a million dollar 
business. "There was just one thing,” she 
said, "I did superlatively well and that I 
loved doing. It was making soup—a par- 
ticularly wholesome nourishing and deli- 
cious soup which I used to prepare for 
any friend or relative who was ill. I bad 
chanced to make a bowl of it for a sister- 
In-la who was an Invalid, and it had 
been pronounced so strengthening and so 

appetizing that It came to be a fad of 
mine to send it around with my compli- 
ments when anyone I cared for became 
ill. One or two of my friends had even 
confessed laughingly that they were quito 
capublo of shamming illness in order to 
get a taste of that soup. And more than 
once our physician had remarked that he 
wished he could get such broth for all his 
patients. Here, then, was my chance. 
There was no competition to fear, for 
though there were diet kitchens for the 
pcor, there were none for the rich. I de- 
termined to step into the breach.” Miss 
WUliard goes on to toll how- the home 
bureau grew into a million dollar busi- 
ness. 

Premier Asquith lias notified the Lord 
Mayor of London that the sums which 
the government will ask parliament to 

grant to the dependents of the victims of 

the Scott Antarctic expedition will lie us 

follows: To Lady Scott, In addition to 

the admiralty pension of llooO a year, an 

annuity of *500 and *123 a year for her 
son until he is 18; to Captain Scott's 
mother and ills two sisters a Joint annui- 
ty of *1300 a year; to Mrs. Wilson, the 
widow of Dr. Wilson, and her sister, a 

similar Joint annuity; to the widow of 

Petty Officer Evans, in^addition to the 
regular admiralty allowance of about 

*173, an annuity of *160 and 73 cenls a 

week for each of her children until they 
reach the aee of 18, 

Secretary David Franklin Houston of 

the department of agriculture !s a mem- 

ber of tlie Alfalfa club# whose members 
assemble In the dining room of the Oc- 
cidental Hotel at 12:30 o'clock every week 

day. Mr. Houston, although reserved or- 

dinarily, Is a jolly story teller when tho 
Alfalfa club members meet. When Wal- 

ter }l. Page, ambassador to Great Brit- 

ain, Secretary Lane and other members 

got together for lunch Mr. Houston told 
them a negro story. “It was at the old 
Southern hotel In St. Louis.” said Mr. 
Houston. “The colored waiter told a 

new guest that his landlord served any- 

thing. ‘No difference what you ask for 

you kin git it,’ said the negro. ‘Well,’ 
said the guest, ‘bring me a piece of ele- 

phant steak.' The negro looked puzzled 
a minute and passed out to the kitchen, 
but soon he returned and reported: ‘Boss, 
we don’t serve dem except whole. We 
ain’t got no pieces.’ 

Seniorita Mercedes Madero, sister of the 
late President of Mexico, will be married 

May J in New York to Senor Antonio G. 

Canalizo, a former member of the Mex- 
ican congress from Lower. California. At 

present Senor Canalizo is an exile in this 
country. Arrangements lor the wedding 
were in progress when Gen. Felix Diaz 
and General Huerta executed their coup 
which resulted In the downfall of the 
Madero administration. The ceremony 
wras to have taken place in the Madero 
home in Mexico April 12 and would have 
been one of the events of the year, as 

Senorita Madero was a social leader of 

the Mexican capital. 

In today’s suffrage demonstration In 
New York, Mrs. George Howe, niece cf 
President Wilson, will be one of the 

prominent characters. The principal or- 

der of the programme will be the parade 
of 30.000 supporters of the “votes for 

women*’ cause. Delegates from every 

part of the country will be present. Mrs. 
Howe recently took a minor part in a 

New York play, doing this, she said, “as 

a profession.” She assumed the name of 

| Miss Margaret Howe. 

The official valuation of the Morgan art 

collections Is $50,000,000. All are in the 
Metropolitan museum except $10,000,000 in 
the Morgan library. A total insurance of 

$25,000,000 is probable, and American com- 

panies will take perhaps $15,000,000 of the 
amount. 

The will of J. P. Morgan’s father has 
just been made public. Junius S. Morgan 
died In 1890 at Monte Carlo. He left an 

estate valued at $9,211,740, of which J. P. 

Morgan received about $5,000,000. He left 

many paintings. 

The bargain sale method of disposing 
of unsold theatre tickets at 7:30 has proved 
a success In Chicago, and It may be 

adopted in other cities next winter. 

William Lorimer proposes to seek a vin- 

dication by running for senator next year, 

but he forgets that legislative elections 

have been abolished. 
--- 

Not very much pie will bo given out 

until the President sees how the sena- 

tors propose to support the Underwood 
bill. 

It should not be forgotten that Oscar 
Lnderwood did not put a one term plank 
in the Baltimore platform. His hands arc 

clean. 

The general national regret Is that 

James Bryce could not be retained as a 

permanent American citizen. He Is much 
too broad to fit into the tight little isle. 

The man who owns his home hay have 
to pay taxes, but he does have to move 

at a time w’hen all the vans are engaged. 

In France, w’here they are playing base- 

ball, a foul ball Is called a “fool" ball. 
The logic of the French is superior. 

The pictures In a cubist exhibition are 

easily hung, for It does not make any 

difference which side is the top. 

Fowler flew over the canal, but Goeth- 

als made the dirt fly In It, and Gorgas dis- 

pelled the disease germs. 

Secretary Daniels is endeavoring to ren- 

der the navy natural and easy even to 

William Alden Smith. 

Hiram Johnson Is disclosing almost as 
s 

much steam on the land bill as Walter 

does on the ball field. 

May 15 is to be straw hat day in St.' 

Louis, and presumably June 1 wil be se- 

lected by Chicago. 

Between earthquakes and Governor Sul- 

zer, New York feels well shaken up. 

There is rather too much Johnson in the 

California case. m 

BIRMINGHAM FOR I.AND CONGRESS 
From the Mobile Register. 

The announcement is made that the 

next annual meeting of the Alabama 
State Land congress is ordered held in 

Birmingham November 4, G and 6, of 

this year. The meeting will be under 
the auspices of the farm movement com- 

mittee of the Birmingham Chamber of 

Commerce, of which Joseph O. Thomp- 
son is chairman. Mr. Thompson enjoys 
the distinction of being the largest farm 

operator in Alabama, and is also vice 

president of the Alabama State Land 

congress. From the inception of this 

movement he has been a warm sup- 

porter of it, and recently expressed 
himself as having gained knowledge 
from his attendance on. the Mobile 
meeting that he considered of incalcu- 
lable benefit to him in his farm opera- 

tions. 
This being so as to a man already 

deeply imbued with farming knowledge, 
how much more of value would the con- 

gress prove to be to the farmer who 

has just begun to open his eyes to the 
possibilities ,of his situation! 

It is well for the movement that tlie 
next meeting is to lake place in Bir- 
mingham. Mobile gave it a good be- 
ginning. Birmingham will establish it 
in a-career of permanent usefulness. 

The Land congress was organized not 
only to encourage improved methods in 
farming and the diversification of crops, 
but also to give wider information 
about the marketing of crops and im- 
proving living conditions, so that Ala- 
bama could justly claim and receive 
her share of desirable settlers. Rural 
credits also form a subsject of major 
interest aroused by this congress. Tim 
next meeting will assemble men who’ 
will discuss intelligently all these mat 
ters, and it can and should be made Cl 
incalculable benefit to Alabama,. 

IN HOTEL LOBBIES 
Mr. Underwood for 19HI 

democratic Leader Underwood Is 
much talked of for the presidency In 
1916’” sa,d James T. Arnold of Phila- 
delphia. “He was favorably regarded 
in the east as an aspirant for the dem- 
ocratic nomination last year, but he 
''as not quite well enough known by 
l,ie general public to have the follow- 
ing which Is usually necessary to win 
’he great party prize. 

1 am no politician but I was hop- 
ing to see Governor Harmon of Ohio 
nominated. Many things concurred, 
however, to make Mr. Wilson the nomi- 
nee, and I believe that his administra- 
tion will prove to be a great success. 
President Wilson lias started out well 
and if he keeps on the way he is go- 
ing his administration will' greatly 
|strengthen the party for 1016. He would 
naturally by a strong candidate for 
renomination but the democratic plat- 
form wisely declared in favor of one 
term only. Jf the country has prosperity 
under the new tariff nothing can pre- 
ent Mr. Underwood being the standard 

bearer the next time.” 
: 4 I 

Symphony Concert* > cost W eek 

I symphony music is rare in thi? 

I Part of the country the throe grand con- 
|< erts by the Cincinnati Symphony orches- 
tra, which Will be given at the Jefferson 
theatre Monday and Tuesday next, should 
attract large crowds,” said a membeV of 

| the musical set. “Nearly all the high 
j class concerts that have been given in 
Birmingham during the season now com- 

ing to a close were well attended and the 
outlook musically is encouraging at any 
rate. 

“There is unquestionably much greater 
interest in artistic music throughout the 
country now than there was even five 
years ago. A symphony concert in air 

northern city means a full house. The 
programmes which have been arranged 
for the forthcoming concerts here include 
many gems. They are not at all heavy 
and everyone who loves melody will enjoy 
every number which will be rendered 
Monday and Tuesday. 
yTFor two or three years past some of us 

who are eager to promote the best cla-s 
of music have been looking forward to 
the day when a local symphony orchestra 
might be possible. In most cities whose 
population is upward of 300,000, concert 
orchestras are maintained, but when it 
comes to the smaller class of cities there 
are many difficulties in the way in at- 
tempting to keep up a creditable sym- 
phonic organization. Persons unfamiliar 
wlth^music of a high order imagine that 
4) or 40 persons, each of whom can play 
some orchestral instrument, can be 
brought together into a symphony band, 
but that is not the way of it. There must 

be a certain balance in all concert organi- 
zations, whether they be wind bands or 

orchestras. In most of the cities of 200,- 
000 or 300,000 population there is a great 
scarcity, for instance, of certain string 
players. There must be good second vio- 
lin players and good viola players, as 

weil as first violin players. No concerl 
orchestra is worthy of the name unless 
it has a horn quartet—four French horns 
—and all musicians know how difficult 
it is to find French horn artists outside of 
the very large cities. 

“But the day will come, and it is not 
far off, I hope, when Birmingham will be 
able to make a start with a concert or- 
chestra. Jn the meantime, music lovers 
who are discriminating will revel in the 

programmes of the Cincinnati orchestra, 
one of the few very fine symphonic organ- 
izations in the United States.” 

A Richmond Visitor 
Thomas B. Scott of Richmond arrived in 

Birmingham yesterday and will remain 
i until Monday or Tuesday. He is the guest 
l of Frank Nelson. 

Mr. Scott represents large Richmond 
capital invested in the Birmingham* dis- 
trict. He and his brothers and a number 
of other moneyed men of the Virginia 

[ metropolis are associated with Mr. Nel- 
1 
son in the development of the valuable 
properties owned by the Bryan Coal cor- 

poration. 

Major Milner Here 

Maj. W. J. Milner returned from Flor- ; 

ida yesterday. He left Birmingham Oc- 
tober 1 for Tampa, where he spent the 
winter and early spring. 

“Having been absent from this city 
seven months I arfi greatly impressed 
with the fine Improvements that have 

been made here recently,” said Major 
Milner. “The landscape work on Milner 

Heights is progressing rapidly and that 

section will soon be one of the most 

beautiful-'hereabouts.” 
Major Milner said that Florida was 

filling up fast with liomeseekers and 
that new' capital was being invested In 

the cities and in the agricultural and 
( 

horticultural districts. 
“I believe that every towrn and city 

in Florida is growing at a faster rate: 

now than ever,” he said. "Large capital 
has recently been invested in Tampa 
and that city is prosperous in a marked 

degree. 
“But when it comes to cities Bir- 

mingham is ahead of all of them in the 
south in handsome improvements and 

rapid growth. Birmingham is a de- 

lightful place of residence the year 

round and its climate in summer ex- 

ceptionally salubrious. I expect to re- 

main here until next fall.” 

(aooil Planting Season 

“The farmers are now about a month 
ahead of this time last year In their 

planting,'" said Joseph Beitman of Bir- 

mingham, who spends a good deal of 

his time in the agricultural districts 
of Mississippi and Alabama. "I have 

just co’Yne from a trip through western 

Misseseippi and northern Alabama and 
I found business conditions satisfac- 
tory. 

“The cotton acreage will be somewhat 

larger this year than last as far as I 

could learn. The corn acreage will be 
about the same as last year but the 
farmers have made great progress in 

modern methods and while the corn 

acreage may be no larger than it was a 

year ago the production will be consid- 

erably greater. A good deal more corn 

is produced to the acre than was the 

case two or three years ago and we 

will probably see new high records in 

corn production in tills state this year. 

“The country merchants are in good 
shape but owing to tfce pending tariff 

legislation they are not buying as free- 

ly for the fall trade as \hey will later 

on, after the tariff measfrre becomes 

law. The merchants are optimistic 
enough but they are inclined to wait 

before laying in heavy stocks in order 

that they may ,know just what the 

prices will be. Ofr the whole the out- 

look is certainly fright for Alabama in 

this good year of 1913." 

Iron Market so Anomaly 
“The pig iron market is an anomaly," 

by Matthew, Addy & Co., in their Cin- 

^report for the week. "The logic 

of the situation and the actual facts 

are contradictory. 
“Stocks or pig iron at the furnaces 

have been decreasing for more than 18 

months and they are now lower than 

they have been at any time for the past 
10 years. Stocks are still declining and 

there is all told not enougli iron in fur- 

nace yards—should the furnaces cease 

operating—to supply the foundries for 

upwards of a week or 10 days at the 

longest. Consumers are busy. Many of 

them have enougli orders to run steadily 
through the year and there is scarcely 
any iron as yet purchased for delivery 
over the last half. Vet in spite of all 

these facts—facts which would seem to 

Indicate a strong market with a good 
demand—pig iron is soft and demand 

is disappointing. 
“Current business this week lias been^ 

of the fiUfng-in variety. At the same 
time nothing could show the inherent 
strength of the situation more than the, 
insistent call for shipments on old or- 

ders. Of course all the iron masters 
are expecting a buying movement at 

any time, and this buying movement 
will probably bo of large dimensions 
unless the tariff agitation, which seems 

to be to blame for all these present 
troubles, may still have a disastrous 
influence on the situation." 

THICKS OF CROOKS 
From the New York Sun. 

Many a perfectly innocent man or w om- 

an has found himself or herself In seri- 

ous trouble in New York without a mo- 

ment's warning. There are new snares 

and traps baited each day for the un- 

wary. 
One trap, which almost caught a man 

old enough to know better, was sprung at 
a subway station recently. While a 

crowd was waiting for a train a well 
dressed young man stepped up to an el- 
derly man and said quietly: 

"I'll trouble you to return that money 
you lust took out of my pocket." 

"What do you mean?" asked the older 
man in astonishment. 

"That $62 you robbed me of,” said the 
younger man. "Give It up.” 

A policeman walked up and the young 
man soon explained the trouble. 

"Do you accuse that man of robbing 
you?" asked the policeman. 

"Yes," said the young man. “That man 

stood near me, and now I remember lie 
jostled me several times. He ha3 my 
money.” 

This the other Indignantly denied, but 
he was nevertheless taken to the police 
station. There the desk sergeant asked 
bow much money the young man had 
lost. 

"Fifty-two dollars," was the reply. 
The old man was searched and a roll 

of his bills containing just $52 was discov- 
ered. In another pocket he had $3 and 
some change. In vain lie protested that 
he was a reputable business man and 
sent a mesenger for friends. When things 
looked mighty black him he ex- 

claimed: 
"Why, I just drew that $52 from the 

bank,” and showed the stub in his check 
book. 

The desk sergeant called a policeman 
from the rear room. 

“Collins, do you see any one here you 
know?” 

"Yes,” said Collins, pointing to the 

young man, "that's Jimmie, the slick pick- 
pocket, Just out last month." 

The young man saw the game was up 
and confessed. He had seen the old man 

draw the money from the bank and 
thought when he;accused him, and eoulci 
be so accurate as to the amount, that his 
victim would give up the money rather 
than be arrested. 

"It was a long shot," said Jimmie, "and 
I have lost. That's all." 

At a widely known restaurant a young 
woman and a man sat at one table and 
at another was a woman alone. Present- 
ly the woman went to the ladies’ recep- 
tion room. A fmv seconds later the young 
girl followed her. In a few minules the 
woman returned and started to finish her 
meal. Shortly afterward the girl reap- 
peared and held a whispered conserva- 
sation with the man. Then the girl 

'walked over to the woman end asked: 
"Did you tind my rings?" 
"Your rings?" repeated the woman. 

“Why, no." 
The gill explained that when she en- 

tered the reception room she had laid 
her rings on the washstaud, that the 
otior of cigarette smoke had affected her 
and she had gone out and that when she 
returned her rlnges were gone. She sur- 

mised, of course, that the woman had 
found them. And would she kindly re- 

turn them and avoid trouble? 
The woman protested that she had not 

seen the rings. The girl insisted that 
she must have them. The manager was 

called, search was made In vain and the 
girl demanded that the woman he ar- 

"How much were your rings worth?" ■ 

rested. At last the woman asked: 
"Oh, not so much,” said the girl, visibly 

brightening. "They were keepsakes, in 
all they were worth about $10." 

After some thought the woman said: 
"I haven't seen your rings, but I realize 
that 1 am in a most embarrassing posi- 
tion. To avoid further trouble I will give 
you $20 which I have in my purse and my 
gold vanity case, which .'s worth far 
more, if that will settle the matter." 

The girl accepted the offer. As (he 
woman started to put on her wraps the 
girl opened tho vanity case and dumped 
out on the floor some gold lipped cigar- 
ettes, thus coroboratlng one part of her 
story. 

The transaction had seemed very pe- 
culiar to one of those who witnessed It, 
and when the girl and man left he fol- 
lowed them. They walked up Fifth ave- 

nue a few blocks. Then the man thrust 
his hand Into his pocket and handed the 
girl some rings. 

NOT A BAD IDEA 
From the Houston Post. 

In Birmingham they are getting up 
some sort of Indian celebration they call 

"potlatch.'' We believe a "potltcker” 
festival would prove the greater drawing 
card. 

THE FACE IMMORTAL 

By Frank L. Stanton. 
Time that has left me lonely still may the 

shadows chase: 
It has not dimmed the beauty of one im- 

mortal face: 
A sweet face of Life's springtime—a lace 

tile violets know: 
God knew, high in llis heaven, why 1 

loved it so! 

When Evening comes, to tell me: Life's 
friends have left you lone! 

There is no voice to answer the trem- 
blings of your own," 

I see dear lips of crimson—cheeks where 
the dimples race, 

And Memory Is with me, and in dreams 
I see her face. 

Is not Life all dreaming? Where scythes 
and sabers gleam 

The hproes of Life's battles are the cap- 
tains of a Dream! 

And so, when Darkness gives us the 
blessing of God's grace. 

l,in holding hands with Memory and 
dreaming of her face. 

——— **■ 

1 ADRIFT WITH THE TIMES 
THE WILY ORIENTAL. 

“China is mortgaged up to her eyes.” 
“That's true, but remember they are 

slant eyes and she may be able to w iggle 
out.” 

FORTUNATE. 
“You never have any trouble with a 

fountain pen?” 

“Ne*er.” 

“Strange. How does that happen?” 
“I don't own one.” 

A PRACTICAL SUGGESTION. 

“My dear," said Mr. Poppimoff, “I feel 

sometimes that I was born to be an em- 

pire builder." 

“indeed!” replied Mrs. P., coldly sar- 

castic. “As it is hardly probable that you 

will ever be called upon to act in that 

capacity, why don’t you gd out in tlie 

back yard and build that chicken coop 

I've been trying to get you to build for a 

month?” 

NEVER TESTS IT. 
I know a man remarkable 

Fur calmness and restraint. 
He never has been known to pi. 

His finger on fresh paint. 

He merely glances at the sign 
That tells him to beware, 

And then without the least delay, 
lie walks away from there. 

THEIR AIM JUST NOW. 

"Gowplt says women have no business 

voting.” 

“What’s the use of tulking that way? 

They are going to make it their busi- 

ness.” 

AN ULTIMATUM. 
Alas for Pipp, 

Who at the dawn 
Must rise and clip 

The grassy lawn! 
i 

Most glad would be 
To lie in bed, 

But Mrs. P. 
Has firmly said, 

“For breakfast, Bill 
Tis vain to ask 

Your wife until 
You’ve done this task.” 

NOT STRONG ENOUGH. 

“When mother won’t let father do what 

he wants to do, he grumbles a great 

deal.” 

“Yes.” 

“But I notice he never goes on a hunger 

strike.” 

SURE. 

“A man can not lift himself by his 

boot-straps.” 
“No, but if he’s the light sort he can 

pull himself together when he’s about to 

go to pieces.” 

JOKE!SMITHS’ LICENSE. 
"flow about these razor-back hugs'.’" 
"Oh, their backs are never as sharp in 

real life as they are in current jokes." 

SLOW, 
l’rize-fights, b'gee 

Are now so tame, 
We il rather see 

A baseball game. 

When "likely lads" 
Each other tap. 

Just for the scads, 
We take a nap. 

WANING STARS. 
How many of the authors who thrilled 

us, 10, E or JO yehrs ago, and are still 

writing for a living, have the power to 

move us today that they had when they 
were doing their best work? We can not 

recall a single one. It would be unkind 
lo name the long list of novelists, par- 

ticularly among men, who have simply N 
"written themselves out." Each new con- 

tribution' they make to so-called modern 
literature is a distinct disappointment to , 

readers who learned to admire and even 

tu reverence them when they were at the 
zenith of their fame. Yet, there is hardly 
anybody who Is tolerably familiar wltn 

the book world who'Van not mention off- 

hand several writers who are to be com- 

mended, not for what they are doing now, 

but for what they have done in the past. f. 
Their "great moments” huve come and 

gone, the Are of their Inspiration Is 

dimmed and they are simply writing for 

money. Maybe some of them, sincere 
X 

souls, really believe they are doing better 

work now than ever before, but that Is 

not the judgment^ the world passed upon 

them, and it would be better for their 

reputations if they never put pen to paper 

again and never dictated another line. 
■ji 

Among the recent books is a volume of 

short stories by a man, whose literary 
achievements—in the past—none will ques- if 

tion. The grace of his style and the 

beauty of his sentiment charmed thou- 

sands of readers when he was at Ills 

best, but for a number of years he has / 

dealt in the commonplace and his latest f 
book is filled up with the kind of stories 

no magazine would accept, if sent by an 

unknown writer. This country is full of 

"cub” reporters who could wrlfe better 

stories. They might lack the polish of 

this man's work, but they would not be 

so painfully lacking in a ‘'punch.” 
PAUT. COOK. 

SERVING WINE AT TABLE 
f 

From the Louisville Courier-Journal. 

Mil. 
AND MRS. BRYAN owed tlie 

public no explanation touching 
the internal affairs of their do- 

mestic fabric. Whether they had, or had 

not, wine at dinner, was nobody's busi- 

ness but their own. It had been wise, 

perhaps, to say nothing to the diplomat- 
ists actually present. Be sure tlie most 

of them would have been almost as chary 
of drinking wine—had it been offered— 
as the unfermented grape juice, which 

was. Mr. Bryce, to whom the dinner was 

immediately given, is quite as much of 

a teetotaler as Mr. Bryan. 
In what is called polite society, explan- 

ations are deemed superfluous whilst apol- 

ogies are outlawed. They are in point of 

fact never heard—being considered a mark 

of unassured position if not of inferiority. 
Yet in Mr. and Mrs. Bryan's "statement'1 

—in its truthfulness, genuineness, simple 

mindedness, there is something both 

touching and inspiring. It will bear repe- 

tition. Here it is: 

"We did not intend to magnify by men- 

tioning it, tlie importance of tlie non- 

use of wine at the dinner given to Am- 

bassador Bryce Monday night, but as the 

papers have made some inaccurate refer- 

ences to the matter tlie facts might as 

well be known. 

“This was tlie first dinner which we 

have given to members of the diplomatic 
corps, and therefore the first time when 

we came into conflict with the social cus- 

tom of serving wine at dinner. 1 he 

seven other ambassadors then |n the city 

and thoir ladies were invited to meet Am- 

bassador and Mrs. Bryce, and as®all the 

gentlemen guests present were from for- 

eign countries X thought it proper to ex- 

plain to them the reason for our failure 

to conform to what seems to have been 

customary in this matter. 

"Believing that the issue should be met 

frankly in the beginning, i told them, 
when we sat down to the table, that Mrs. 

Bryan and I had been teSfbtalers from 

our youth, as were our parents before us, 

and had never served liquor at our table, 
that when the President was kind enough 
to tender me the portfolio of state I 

asked him whether out failure to serve 

wine would be any embarrassment to the 

administration*, and that be generously 
left the matter to our discretion. I sug- 

gested that 1 thought it unfair to assume 

that those coming to us from abroad 
would judge us harshly or be unwilling 
to tolerate the maintenance of a tradi- 

tional custom, and expressed the hope 
that our friendship would be made so 

apparent to them and our hospitality so 

cordial that they would overlook this 
weakness in us, if they regarded it as a 

weakness. My remarks were applauded 
by the company, and we never spent a 

more enjoyable evening. 
“That is all there is to the matter, and 

we can consider the incident closed and 

the custom established so far as* we are 

concerned.” 
No thoughtful, world wise man, or 

woman, can road this without respect 
tinged with feeling. It is easy to under- 
stand how this couple got on in life and 

have been prosperous and happy, i^ondon 
and rails, Vienna and Rome and Berlin 

may still set the fashion; but when w'e 

reflect “what fashions,’’ we may also 

take a long look ahead and forecast the 

igr.oble^end of many of them. Some fash- 

ions, long in vogue, have already come 

to grief and gone out. 

Wine at table is one of these. Within 
the familiar knowledge and ready mem- 

ory of men still iving wine jas not 

only seen plenteously at table, but states- 
men, scholars, diplomatists, social and po- 
litical leaders, might occasionally be seen 

toward ti*e wee sma* tours visibly affect* 

✓ 

eil by what they had drunk. Today such a 

spectacle Is unknown. If a gentleman 
should show himself thus In any of the 
great houses he would never be Invited 
there again. 

Thirty years ago at these houses one 

sat down to a table fairly barricaded, be- 

sieged. bombarded by wine glasses. Now 
when he sits down he secs none. The 
butler comes w’ith a tiny glass and ne 

may have It filled with sherry, and a lit- 
tle later with a change of course, another 
glass a trifle larger but still small, and 
he may have this filled with red or while 
wine—and. maybe a glass of champagne 
thereafter—certainly a liquor—and no 

more, he will have to go elsewhere. But 
no decent, intelligent man. recognized In 
good society, can afford to drink enough 
to show; if he Is so unguarded, It is at 
his peril. 

But there is another side to the ques- 
tion. The wine of commerce is, as a 

rule, vile and most abominable. With his 
limited knowledge of such things the Sec- 
retary of State could not hawe supplied 
himself with a wine which a connoisseur 
would deem fit to drink. Kar^ly in the 
ducal house* is good wine to be had— 
never. Indeed, unless the duke knows what \ 
good wine Is, where to get it and gives 
it his personal attention. As a rule the 

purchase of wine is the personal graft ol 
the maitre d’hotel. 

Nowhere on the continent can good wine 
lie had cheap—the demands of commerce 
having grown so great that the little pure 
wine that is made going to royal sub- 
scribers—the money and other kings, who 
make distinctions, have a palate for It 
and are willing to pay for It. In the 

public places, the great hotels aijd re»- 

taurants of London and Paris, Berlin and 
Vienna, it is an accident of favoritism 
when the guest stumbles upon a real ex- 

cellent bottle of wine. 
t When Mr. and Mrs. Hayes set the water 

wagon precedent at the White House 36 

years ago it was the subject of world 
wide merriment. It was very odd and 
seemed very funny. Mr. Hayes' own Sec- 

retary of State, the witty Evarts, could 
not deny himself the jocularity that 
"water flowed as freely as champagne." 
Yet Mr. and Mrs. Hayes, like Mr. and 
Mrs. Bryan, were noble und gentle people 
—homelike, genuine lovable people—and, 
acting according to their conscience, they 
set a fashion for four years at Washing- 
ton which were better never broken. 

"Will the coming man drink wine?" 
furnishes an occasional text for scien- 
tlflc and social dissertation. It is to be 

hoped he will not. If wine continues to 

deteriorate in quality he will not. The 
case against prohibition, aside from the 
odious character of sumptuary laws, is 

that as the world grows in numbers and 

gains in civilization men the more clearly ■ 

see the hurtfulness of drink, and of their 
own volition disuse it. More is drunk in 

prohibition regions than In regions where 

there is no legal restriction. Voung men 

know, as never before, that drink und 

success are stranger the one to the other. 

Ultimately they will come to realize that 

alcohol i* a 'poison. Meanwhile nipral 
suasion, not police clubbing, is the most 

effective temperance agent and influence. 

NATURE and art 

From the Galvfiston News. 
As a general thing, when a woman gets 

It into her head that she has a perfect 
ngure she wants to dress like the pictures 
In the corset ads. 

BOUQUETS for underwood 
From the Florida Times-Unlon. 

Mr. Underwood Is receiving more 

bounOfcts then any man In the country. 
Thus is the judgment of the Tlmes- 
Unlon indorsed. 


