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I 
OFFER no apology' for speaking upon 

a religious theme, for it is the most 

universal of all themes. I am Inter- 

ested in the science of government, 

but I am more interested In re- 

ligion than in government. I enjoy 

making a political speech—I ahve made 

a good many and shall make more—but 

I would rather speak on religion than on 

politics. I commenced speaking on the 

stump when I was only 20. but I com* 

•menced speaking in the church six years 

earlier—and I shall be In the church even 

after I am out of politics. I feel sure of 

my ground when I make a political 

■peech, but I feel even more certain of 

my ground when 1 make a religious 

•peech. While to me the science of 

government is intensely absorbing, I 

recognize that the most important 

things in life lie outside of the realm of 

government and that more depends up- 

on what the individual does for himself 

than upon what the government does or 

pan do for him. Men can be miserable 

{under the best government and they 

jean bo happy under the worst govern- 

ment. 

Government affects hut a part of the 

life which we live here and does not 

deal at all with the life beyond, while 

religion touches the infinite circle of 

existence as well as the small aro of 

that circle which we spend on earth, 

INo greater theme, therefore, can engage 

bur attention. 

Man 1* a religious being; the heart in- 

•tincelvely seeks for a God. Whether he 

•tinctively on the banks of the Ganges, 

prays with his face upturned to the sun. 

Icnoels toward Mecca or, regarding all 

•pace as a temple, communnes with the 

Heavenly Father according to the Chris- 

tian creed, man is essentially devout. 

Religion has been defined by Tolstoy 

as the relation which man fixes between 

himself and his God, and morality as 

the outw'ard manifestation of this in- 

ward relation. Every one by the time 

he reaches maturity, has fixed some re- 

lation between himself and God and no 

material change in this relation can take 

place without a revolution in the man, 

lor this relation is the most potent influ- 

ence that acts upon a .human life. 

Religion is the foundation of morality 

In the individual and in the group of in- 

dividuals. Materialists have attempted to 

build up a system of morality upon the 

basis of enlightened self-interest. They 

would have man figure out by mathe- 

niatlcs that It pays him to abstain from 

wrong doing; they would even inject an 

element of selftisliness into altruism, but 

the moral system elaborated by the mate- 

rialists has several defects. First, its 

Virtues are borrowed from moral systems 

based upon religion. All those who are 

Intelligent enough to discuss a system 

pf morality are so saturated with the 

morals derived front systems resting upon 

fellglon that they cannot frame a system 

resting upon reason alone. Second, as it, 

rests upon argument rather than author- 

ity. the young are not In a position to ac- 

cept or reject. Our laws do not permit a 

young man to dispose of real estate un- 

til he is 2L Why this restraint? Be- 

cause his reason Is not mature; and yet 

• man’s life is largely moulded by the 

environment of his youth. Third, one 

giever knows just how much of his de- 

cision is due to reason and how much 

0s due to passion or to selfish interest. 

■Passion can dethrone the reason—we 

(recognize this In our criminal laws. We 

jalso reoognlze the bias of self-interest 

jwben we exclude from the Jury every 

man. no matter how reasonable or up- 

right he may be, who has pecunoary in- 

terest in the result of the trial. And. 

•fourth, one whose morality rests upon 

C. nice calculation of benefits to be secured 

ppends time figuring that he should spend 

#n action. Those who keep a book ac- 

count of their good deeds seldom do 

(enough good to Justify keeping books. 

JA. noble life cannot be built upon an 

(arithmetic; it must be rather like the 

cprlng that pourS forth constantly of 

(that which refreshes and Invigorates. 

Morality is the power of endurance In 

man; and a religion that teaches per- 

sonal responsibility to God gives 

Strength to morality. There Is a power- 

ful restraining Influence In tre belief 

that an all-seeing eye scrutinizes every 

thought and word and act of the indi- 

vidual. 

There are difficulties to be encountered 

In religion, but' there are difficulties to 

be encountered everywhere. If Christians 

sometimes have doubts and fears, unbe- 

lievers have more doubts and greater 

fears. T have passed through a pe- 

riod of skepticism when I was In college 

»nd I have been glad ever since that I 

became a member of the church before I 

left home for college, for it helped me 

during those trying days. And the col- 

lege days cover the dangerous period 

Jn the young man's life; he Is Just com- 

ing Into possession of his powers, und 

0jgsls sirppfor than he dler t|»jf aftsr- 
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ward—and he thinks he knows more than 

he ever does know. 

It was at this period that 1 became 

confused by different theories of creation. 

But J examined these theories and found 

that they all assumed something to be- 

gin with. Well. I have a right to assume, 

and I prefer to assume a Designer back 

of the design—a Creator back of the 

creation; and no matter how long you 

draw out the process of creation, so long 

as God stands back of it you cannot 

-shake my faith in Jehovah. We must be- 

gin with something—we must start same- 

where—and the Christian begins with God. 

I do not carry the doctrine of evolution 

as far as some do; I am not yet con- 

vinced that man Is a lineal descendant 

of the lower animals. (1 do not mean to 

find fault with you if you want to accept 

the theory; all I mean to say is that while 

you may trace your ancestry back to the 

monkey if you find pleasure of pride in 

doing so, you shall not connect me with 

your family tree without more evidence 

than lias yet been produced. I object to 

the theory for several reasons. First it 

is a dangerous theory. If a man links 

himself In generations with the monkey, 

It then becomes an important question 

whether lie is going toward him or com- 

ing from him—and I have seen them go- 

ing in both directions. I do not know of 

any argument that can be used to prove 

that man is an improved monkey that may 

not be used just »as well to prove that 

the monkey is a degenerate man. and 

the latter theory is more plausible than 

the former. 

It Is true that man. In some physical 
characteristics resembles the beast, but 

man has a mind as well as a body, and 

a soul as wpll as a mind. The mind is 

greater than the body and the soul is 

greater than the mind, and I object to 

having man’s pedigree traced on one- 

third of him only—and that the lowest 

third. 

One does not escape from mystery, 

however, by accepting this theory, for 

it does not explain the origin of life. 

When the follower of Dar\vin has traced 

the germ of life back to the lowest form 

in which it appears—and to followi him 

one must exercise more faith than re- 

ligion calls for—he finds that scientists 

differ. Those who reject the idea of 

creation are divided into two schools, 

seme believing that the first germ of life 

came from another planet and others 

holding that it was the result of spon- 

taneous generation. Each school an- 

swers the arguments advanced by the 

other, and as they cannot agree with 

each other, I am not compelled to agreei 

with either. 

But while I do not accept the Dar- 

winian theory I shall not quarrel with 

yon about It; I only refer to it to remind 

you that it does not solve the mystery of 

life or explain human progress. I fear 

that* some have accepted itlin the hope 
of escaping from the miracle, but why 

rhould the miracle frighten us? And 

yet I am Inclined to think that it is one 

of the test questions with the Christian. 

Christ cannot be separated from the 

miraculous; His birth, his ministrations, 

and His resurrection, all involve the 

miraculous, and the change which His 

religion works in the human heart is a 

continuing miracle. Eliminate the mira- 

cles and Christ becomes merely a human 

being and His gospel is stript of divine 

authority. 

The miracle raises two questions: “Can 

God perform a miracle?” and, “Would 

He want to?” The first is easy to an- 

swer. A God wrho can make a world 

can do anything He wants to do with 

It. The power to perform miracles Is 

necessarily implied in the power to create. 

But w'ould God want to perform a mira- 

cle?—this is the question which has given 

most of the trouble. The more 1 have 

considered it the less inclined I am to 

answer In the negative. To say that 

God would not pedform a miracle is to 

assume a more intimate knowledge of 

God's plans and purposes than I can claim 

to have. I will not deny that God does 

perform a miracle or may perform one 

merely because I do not know.how or why 

He does it. I find it so difficult to decide 

each day what God wants done now that 

1 am not presumptuous enough to at- 

tempt to declare what God might have 

wanted to do thousands of years ago. 

It. is sometimes said that God could 

not suspend one of His laws without 

stopping the universe, but do we not 

suspend or overcome the law of gravita- 

tion every day? Every time we move a 

foot or lift a weight we temporarily 

.overcome one of the most, universal ot 
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natural laws and yet the world Is not 

disturbed. 

Science has taught us so many things 
that we are tempted to conclude that 

we know everything, but there is really 
a great unknown which is still unex- 

plored and that which we have learned 
ought to increase of reverence rather 
than our egotism. Science has disclosed 
some of the machinery of the universe, 
but science has not yet revealed to us 

the great secret—the secret of life. It 
is to be found in every blade of grass, 
in every insect, in every bird and in 
every animal, as well as in man. Six 

thousand years of recorded history and 

yet we know no more about the secret 
of life than we knew in the beginning. 
NVe live, we plan; we have our hopes, our 

tears; and j'et in a moment a change 
may come over anyone of us and this 
body will become a mass of lifeless 
clay. What is it that, having, we live, 
jkrid having not, we are as the clod? 
The progress of the. race and the civiliz- 
ation which we now behold are the' work 

of men and women who have not yet 
solved the mystery of their own lives. 

And our food, must we understand it 

before we eat it? If we refused to eat 

anything until we could understand the 

mystery of its growth, we would die of 

starvation. But mystery does not bother 
us In the diningroom; it is only in 

the church that it Is a stumbling block. 
I was eating a piece of watermelon 

some months ago and was struck jvith 
its beauty. I took some of the seeds 

and dried them and weighed them, and 
found that it would require some 6000 
seeds to weigh a pound; and then I ap- 

plied mathematics to that 40-pound melon. 
One of these seeds, put Into the ground, 
when warmed by the sun ahd moistened 

by the rain, takes off its coat and goes to 

work; it gathers from somewhere 200,000 
times its own weight, and forcing this 

raw material through a tiny stem, con- 

structs a watermelon. It ornaments the 

outside with a covering of green; inside 

the green it puts a layer of white, and 

within the white a core of red, and all 

through the red it scatters seeds, each 
% 

one capable of continuing the work of 

reproduction. Who drew the plan by 
which that little seed works? Where does, 

it get its tremendous strength? Where 
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does it And its coloring matter? How 

collect its fiavoring extract? How 

w4 K develop a watermelon? Until 

you can explain a watermelon, do not be 

too sure that you can set limits to the 

power of the Almighty and say just what 

He would do or how He would do it. 

Water has been used from the birth 

of man; we learned after It had been 

used for ages that it is merely a mixture 

of gases, but it is far more important 

that we have water to drink than that 

we know that it Is not water. 

Everything that grows tells a like 

story of infinite power. Why should T 

deny that a divine hand fed a multitude 

with a few loaves and fishes when T see 

hundreds of millions fed every year by 

a hand which converts the seeds scat- 

tered over the field into an abundant 

harvest? We know that food can be 

multiplied in a few months’ time; shall 

we deny the power of the Creator to 

eliminate the element of time; when 

we have gone so far in eliminating the 

element of space? Who am I that I 

should attempt to measure the arm of 

the Almighty with my puny arm, or 

to measure the brain of the Infinite with 

my finite mind? Who am I that I 

should attempt to put metes and bounds 

to the power of the Creator? 

Some of those who question the miracle 

also question the theory of atonement; 

they assert that it does not accord with 

their idea of justice for one to die for 

all. Let each one bear his own sins and 

the punishments due for them, they say. 

The doctrine of vicarious suffering is not 

a new one; it is as old as the race. That 

one should suffer for others Is ontyof the 
most familiar of principles and we see the 

principle illustrated every day of our lives. 

Take the family, for instance; from the 

day the mother's first child is born, for 

"0 or ,10 years her children are scarcely 
out of her waking thoughts. Her life 

trembles in the balance at each child’s 

birth; she sacrifices for them, she sur- 

renders herself to them. Is it because 

she expects them to pay her back? For- 

tunate for the parent and fortunate for 

the child If the latter has an opportunity 
to repay in part the debt it owes. But 

no child can compensate a parent for a 

parents care. In the course of nature 

the debt is paid, not to the parent, but 
to the next generation, and the next—each 
generation suffering, sacrificing for and 

surrendering itself to the generation that 

follows. This is the law of our lives, 
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Nor Is this confined to the family. 

Every step In civilization has been made 

possible by those who have been willing 
to sacrifice for posterity. Freedom of 

conscience and free government have 
all been won for the world by those who 

were willing to labor unselfishly for 

their fellows. So well established is this 

doctrine that we do not regard anyone 

as great unless he recognizes bow un- 

important his life is in comparison with 
the problems with which he deals. 

I find proof that man was made in 

the image of his Creator in the fact that, 

throughout the centuries, man has been 

willing to die, if necessary, that blessings 
denied to him might be enjoyed by his 

children, his children's children and the 

world. 
The seeming paralox: “He that sav- 

eth his life shall lose it and he that 

loseth his life for my sake shall find it," 
lias an application wider than that us- 

ually given to it; it is an epitome of 

history. Those who live only for them- 

spelves find a larger life than the one 

they would have surrendered. Wendell 
Phillips gave expression to the same 

idea when he sahi. “What imprudent 
men the benefactors of the race have 

been. How prudently most men sink 
into nameless graves, while now and 
then a few forget themselves into im- 

mortality." We win immortality, not by 
remembering ourselves but by forgetting 
burr.clves in devotion to things larger 
than ourselves. 

Instead of being an unnatural plan, 
the plan of salvation is in perfect har- 

mony with human nature as we under- 
stand it. Sacrifice is the. language of 
love, and Christ, in suffering for the 

world, adopted the only means of reach- 
ing the heart. This can be demonstrat- 
ed not only by theory but by experience, 
for the story of Ills life, His teachings, 
His sufferings and Ills death has been 

translated into every language and every- 

where it has touched the heart. 

The most difficult of all the virtues to 

cultivate Is the forgiving spirit. Re- 

venge seems to be natural with man; it 

is human to want to get even with an 

enemy. It has even been popular to 

boast of vindictiveness; it was once in- 

scribed on a man’s monument that he 

had repaid both friends and enemies 
more than he had received. This was 

not the spirit of Christ. Pie taught for- 

giveness and in that incomparable prayer 
which He left as a model for our petitions, 
He made our willingness to forgive the 

measure by which we may claim forgive- 
ness. Pie not only taught forgiveness but 

Pie exemplified His teachings in His life. 
When those who persecuted Him brought 
Him to the most disgraceful of all deaths. 
His spirit of forgiveness rose above Ills 

sufferings and Pie prayed, “Father, for- 

give them, for they know not what they 
do!” 

But love is the foundation of Christ's 

creed. The world had known love be- 

fore; parents had loved their children, 
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expressions, or revelations of an iden- 

tical abnormal state of being. Not the 

petty thief in prison today, nor the su- 

preme criminals of history; neither Gas- 
paronne the brigand, nor Charlotte 
Corday the patriot, were exempt from 

the law Lombroso had laid down. There 
is, in short, according to Liombroso, a 

definite line of demarcation, an abso- 

lute difference in nature, as opposed 
to degree, between those human beings 
who are, and those who are not, crim- 
inal. But, stnce»this belief of Lombro- 

so’s was arrived at, not by methods of 

disinterested ipxestigation, but, rather 

disinterested investigation, but rather 
thus reached then forming the basis up- 
on which he conducted his researches, 
and constructed his theory—the whole 
fabric of the Lombrosian doctrine, 
judged by the^ standards of science, is 
fundamentally unsound. 

“Preconceiving criminality to be a 

diseased or anomalous mental condition, 
he realized—although, not. be it noted, 
until measurements had failed him— 
that his conception would only become 

universally accepted by demonstration 
of the presence in the criminal of phys- 
ical and mental abnormalities, i. e., of 
structures and conditions in him by 
which the criminal could be quali- 
tatively diferentiated from t lie law- 

abiding camrnunlty. But, unfortunately 
there are no signs peculiar to the crimi- 
nal by which he can beu inevitably de- 

tected. And so, to circumvent this rath- 
er formidable obstacle to the develop- 
ment of his plan, Lombroso availed 
himself of a series of subterfuges, 
among which figured conspicuously his 
invention of a 'theroy of anomaly.’ 

“The theory of anomaly, so ruthless- 
ly rejected by Topinard and Manou- 
vrier, presupposed that all marked de- 
viations from the mean value of any 
character in man were ‘anomalies’; and 
that a definite line of demarcation ex- 

isted between characters which were, 
and were not, thus designing anoma- 
lous; and that, acording to the anoma- 
lies stigmatising them, the degree of 
moral alienation in Individuals could he 

diagnosed. The following is a list of 
some of the principal characters that 
have been enrolled as human anoma- 

lies.’ 
“The various forms of criminal asym- 

metry: 
Hlze of head—very large heads, very 

small heads, low narrow and veceeding 
foreheads. 

Facial asymmetry: Great develop- 
ment of lower Jaw; projecting cheek- 

bones; projecting ears. Prognathism: 
Virile, ferocious, idiotic physiognomies; 
defective teeth: shape and defle. tion of 

nose; tliln Ups: hairiness; wrinkles, 
Wooing; high, narrow V-shaped, sad- 
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dle-shaped pallets." 
In commenting: on the amazing table 

of measurements which demonstrate 
that there is little or no difference be- 
tween the "average" criminal and the 
"average" university student, at least 
so far as his head dimensions aVe con- 

cerned, the English investigation con- 

cludes: 
"We conclude that the convicted felon 

has the same shape and girth of head 
as Oxford students, but that, in three 
principal head diameters, prison in- 
mates fall short of Oxford university 
students by 1 Vi to 2mm. Before draw- 
ing hasty conclusions, however, from 
these small reported differences, two 
facts must be remembered. The one 

is that heads of convicts are closely 
cropped of hair, a fact which necessar- 

ily leads to a relative depreciation of 
recorded head measurements; the other 
is that the recorded differences of ceph- 
alic measurements between criminals 
and Oxford or Cambridge students ar» 

not greater than similar differences be- 
tween the respective students of these 
two universities. In breadth of head, 
Cambridge exceeds Oxford to about the 
same extent that Oxford men exceed 
criminals; but criminals and Oxford men 

are equally longer headed than the Cam- 
bridge men—index 78 as against 79.6. 
And if we allot a casting vote to a 

third university by introducing (4) Ab- 
erdeen undergraduates into the con- 

trast. the verdict is that prison ;nmates, 
as a whole, approximate closer-in-head 
measurements to the universities gen- 
erally, than do students of different 
universities conform with each other in 
this regard. In fact, the mean length, 
breadth, height, index and circumfer- 
ences of ’head, which are 194.S, 153.4, 
132.3 78.8 and 562.6. respectively, in 
Scottish undergraduates, all are re- 

markably close to, and three out of five 
are almost identical with, lengths and 
head breadths of university students 
and of convicts, duly corrected lor age 
and stature. 

“Clearly, in cephalic characters, crimi- 
nals are' not conspicuously differentiated 
from the well nourished, well developed 
university section of the upper middle 
class; a section which in other respects— 
in education, in intelligence, and in phy- 
sique, as measured by stature—are the 
most distantly removed from the criminal 
classes. In mean head-length, there is no 
difference between criminals and Cam- 
bridge students; in mean head-breadth 
there is only difference, and in head- 
height there is no difference between con- 

victs and the University college staff; in 
mean head-index, Oxford students, as well 
as the university staff ar^ almost identical 
with criminals, and in mean circumfer- 
ence of head, criminals and Scottish stu- 
dents correspond in * similarly close de- 
gree. In fact, from a knowledge only of 
an undergraduate’s cephalic measure- 

ments. a better judgment could be given 
as Jo whether he were studying at an 

English or Scottish university than a pre- 
diction could be made as to whether he 
would eventually become a,university pro- 
fessor or a convicted felon.’’ 

Dr. Goring has something intensely in- 
teresting to say about the enormous dis- 

crepancy in stature between the criminal 
class and the law-abiding citizen. 

“We have concluded,” he says, ’’that the 

jnferlor stature and weight of criminals 
is the result of selection, and is not an 

inbred criminal trait. A possibility, how- 

ever, not to be lost sight of is that this 
physical inferiority, although originating 
in and fostered by selection, may tend 
with time to become an inbred character- 
istic of the criminal classes, just as with 
the passage of generations, the upper 
classes of tiie non-criminal community 
have become differentiated in physique 
from those lower in the social scale. We 
shall show in 0. later section that impris- 
onment for crime is a tendency that runs 

in families in tiie same way as and with 
much the same Intensities that diminutive 
stature tends to be restricted to <ertain 
stocks. Conviced parents, selected from 
tiie general community, as already ex- 

plained, by inferior stature, have sons 

who. while tending to be similarly con- 

victed. inherit the diminutive stature of 
their fathers. Here we have the condi- 
tions which in the course of generations 
would lead to an inbred physical differen- 
tiation of the criminal classes. In the re- 

port already referred to of tiie British 
Association Anthropometrical committee, 
statistics of stature and weight of various 
grades of school children are presented, 
and a fact of singular suggestiveness re- 

vealed by these comparative statistics is 
that industrial and reformatory school 
children are consistently on the average 
one inch shorter in stature, and several 
pounds less in weight, Tl1a.11 any other 
class of school children of the same age 
in the United Kingdom. Unfortunately 
the data in question consist of a very 
short series only, and are unsatisfactory 
in other ways, and we would be loath 
to emphasize an argument based upon 
them until they ahve been amplified and 
supported by the analysed results of larg- 
tliem until they have been amplified and 
that industrial school children are differ- 
entiated in stature and weight from other 
children this is a very strong argument 
for the supposition that inferior stature 
and weight are tending to become inbred 
criminal characteristics. 

"To sum up: all English criminals, with 
the exception of those technically con- 

victed of fraud, are markedly differentiat- 
ed from the general population in stature 
and body-weight; in addition, offenders 
convicted of violence to the person are 

characterized by an average degree of 
strength and of a constitutional sound- 
ness considerably above the average of 
other criminals, and of the law abiding 
community; finally, thieves and burglars 
(who constitute, It must be borne In mind, 
90 per cent of all criminals), and also in- 
cendiaries. as well as being Inferior in 
stature and weight, are also relatively to 
other criminals and the population at 
large, puny in their general bodily habit. 
These are the facts, and. according to tho 
results of our statistical inquiry', they are 

the sole facts at the basis of criminal 
anthropology: they are tiie only elements 
of truth out of whici* ave been con- 
structed the elaborate, extravagant and 
ludicrously uncritical criminological doc- 
trines of the great protagonist of the 
‘criminal type' theory. The utmost we 

cap concede from our final conclusion is 
that criminal anthropology is not entirely 
without basis in fact, but fact perverted 
by credulity and fanaticism. The danger 
of the Kombrosian doctrine is not a the- 
oretical one; persistently in tiie past, and 
progressively in the future, this doctrine 
lias Impeded and will continue to impede 

until its interment he officially regis- 
tered—the rational treatment of criminol- 
ogical problems that call urgently for so- 

lution. 
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and children their parents; husbands 

had loved their wives, and wives their 
husbands; and friend had loved friend; 
but Jesus gave a new definition of love. 

Ills love was as wide as the sea; Its 

1‘mits were so far-flung #ihat even an 

enemy could ncjt travel 
^ 

beyond Its 

bounds. Other teachers sought to regu- 

late the lives of their followers by rule 

and formula, but Christ's plan was to 

purify the heart and then to leave love 

to direct the footsteps. 
What conclusion is to he drawn from 

the life, the teachings and the death of 
this historic figure? How shall we ac- 

count for Him? Here is the greatest fact 

of history; here is the One who has with 
Increasing power, for 1900 years, moulded 
the hearts, the thoughts and the lives of 

men. and He exerts more influence to- 

day than ever before. “What think ye of 

Christ?" It is easier to believe Him di- 
vine than to explain In any other way 
what he said and did ana was. And I 

have greater faith, even than before, since 
l have ^Jsited the Orient and witnessed 
tiie successful contest which Christianity 
is waging against the religions and philos- 
ophies of tlie east. 

T was thinking a few years ago of the 

Christmas which was then approaching 
and of Him in whose honor the day is 

celebrated. 1 recalled the message, 
"Peace on earth, good will to men." and 
then my thoughts ran back to the 

prophecy uttered centuries before llis 

birth, in which lie was described ns the 
Prince of Peace. 1 have thought of this 

prophecy many times during the last few 

years, and 1 have selected this theme 
that T might present some of the reasons 

which lead me to believe that Christ has 

fully earned the right to be called The 
Prince of Peace a title that will In the 

years to come be more and more applied 
to Him. If lie can bring peace to each 

individual heart, and if llis creed when 
applied will bring peace throughout the 

earth, who will deny His right to he 

called the Prince of Peace? 
All the world is in search of peace; 

every heart that ever heat has sought for 

peace, and many have been the methods 
employed to secure it. Some have thought 
to purchase it with riches and have la- 

bored to secure wealth, hoping to find 
peace whether they were able to go where 

they pleased and buy what they liked. Of 
those who have endeavored* to purchase 
peace with money, the large majority 
have failed to secure the money. But 

what has been the experience of those 

who have been eminently successful In 
finance? They all tell the same story, 

viz. that they spent the first half of 
their lives trying to get money from 
others and the last half trying to keep 
others from getting their money, and that 

they found peace in neither half. Some 
have reached the point where the> find 
difficulty in getting people to accept their 
money; and I know of no better indica- 

tion of the ethical awakening in this 
country than the increasing tendency to 

scrutinize the methods of money making. 
I am sanguine enough to believe that the 

time will yet come when respectability 
will no longer he sold to great criminals 
by helping them to spend their ill-gotten 
gains. A long step in advance will have 
been taken when religious, educational 
and charitable institutions refuse to con- 

done conscienceless methods in business 
and leave the possessor of illegitimate ac- 

cumulations to learn how lonely life Is 

when one prefers money to morals. 
Rome have sought peace In social dis- 

tinction, but whether they have been 
within the charmed circle and fearful lest 

they might fall out, or outside, and hope- 
ful tiiat they might get In, they have not 
found peace. Rome have thought, vain 
thought, to find peace In political promi- 
nence; but whether office comes by birth, 
as In monarchies, or by election, as 

in republics, it does rot bring ponce. An 
office is not considered a high one If al! 
can occupy it. Only when few in a gen- 
eration can hope to enjoy an honor do 
we call it a great honor, f am glad that 
our Heavenly Father did not make the 
peace of the human heart to depend upon 
our ability to buy it with money, secure 
it in society, or win It at the polls, for 
in either case but few could have obtained 
it. but when He made peace the reward 
of a conscience void of offense toward 
God and man, He put it within the reach 
of all. The poor can secure it as easily 
as the rich, the social outcasts as freely 
as the leader of society, and the humblest 
citizen equally with those who wield po- 
litical power. 

And Immortality! Who will estimate 
the peace which a belief in a future life 
has brought to the sorrowing hearts of 
the sons of men? You may talk to the 
young about death ending all, for life is 
full and hope Is strong, but preach not 
this doctrine to the mother who stands 
by tiie death bed of her babe or to one 
who is withjn the shadow of a great af- 
fliction. When 1 was a young man I 
wrote to Colonel Ingersoll and asked him 
for his views on God and immortality. 
Ills secretary answered that tin? great 
infidel was not at home, but Inclosed a 

copy of a speech of Colonel IrigersoU's 
which covered my question. I scanned it 
with eagerness and found tiiat lie had 
expressed himself about as follows: "I do 
not say that there is no God. I simply 
say I do not know. T do not say that 

there Is no life beyond the grave. I sim- 

ply say I do not know.” And from tiiat 
day to this I have aBked myself the 

question and have been unable to answer 

It to my own satisfaction,, how could any 
one find pleasure in taking from a human 
heart a living faith and substituting 
therefor the cold and. cheerless doctrine, 
”1 do not know.” # 

Christ gave us proof of his immortality 
and it was a welcome assufance, al- 

though it would hardly se#*m necessary 
that one should rise from the dead to 

convince us tiiat the grave is not the 

end. To every created thing God has 

given a tongue that proclaims a future 

life. 
In Cairo l secured a few grains of 

wheat tiiat has slumbered for more than 
*0 centuries in an Egyptian tomb. As 

I look at them this thought came into 

my mind: If one of those grains had 
been planted on the banks of the Nile 

tiie year after It grew, and all Its lineal 
descendants had been planted and re- 

planted from that time until now, Its S 
progeny would today be sufficiently nu- 

merous to feed the teeming millions of 
the world. An unbroken chain of life 

connects the earliest grains of whedt 
with the grains that we sow and'reap. 
There is in the grain of wheat an Invis-^ 
ible something which has power to dis- 

card the body that we see, and from 
earth and air fashion a new body so 

much like the old one that we cannot tell 

the one from the other. If this invisible 
germ of life In the grain of wheat can 

thus pass unimpaired through 3000 res- 

urrections, I shall not doubt that my soul 

has power to clothe itself with a body 
suited to its new existence when thj\ 
earthly frame has crumbled into dust. 

A belief in immortality not only con- 

soles the individual, but It exerts a pow- 

erful influence in bringing peace between 
individuals. If one actually thinks that 
man dies, lie will yield more easily to the 

temptation to do injustice to his neighbor 
when the circumstances are such as t*» 

promise security from detection. But if 

one really expects to meet again, and 
live eternally with ‘those whom he knows 

today, lie is restrained from evil deeds 
by the fear of endless remorse. We do 

not know what rewards are in store for 

us or what punishment may be reserved, 1 

but If there were no other it would be 

some punishment for one who delilu 
!y and consciously wrongs another t ^ 
have to live forever in the company of 

the person wronged and have his little- 
ness and selfishness laid bare. I repeat 
a belief in Immortality must exert a pow- 
erful influence in establishing justice be- 

tween men and thus laying the founda 
tlon for peace. 

Again, Christ deserves to he called l he 

Prince of Peace because He has given 
us a measure of greatness which promotes 
peace. When His disciples quarreled 
among themselves ns to which should 
he greatest in tlie Kingdom of Heaven, 
He rebuked them and said: "Let .him 
who would be chiefest among you be the 

servant of all." Service is the measure 

of greatness: it always has been tr io; ,, 

It is true today, and it always will be 

true, that he is greatest who does the 

most of good. And how this old world 
will be transformed when,this standard 
of greatness becomes the standard of 
CA'ery life. 

Christ also led the way to peace by 
giving us a formula for tlie* propagation 
of truth. Not all of those who have 
really desired to do good have employed 
the Christian method—not all Christians 
even. In the history of the human race 

but two methods have been used. Tin* 

first is tlie forcible method, and it has 
been employed most frequently. A man 

y has an idea which he thinks is good; he > 
tells ids neighbors about it and they do 

not like it. 'Phis makes him angry; lie 
thinks it would be so much better for 
them if they would like it. and seizing a 

club, lie attempts to iftake them like it. 
But one trouble about tills rule is that it 
works both ways; when a man starts out 
to compel his neighbors to think as lie 

does, he general.v finds them willing to 

accept the challenge and they spend so 

much time in trying to coerce each other 
that they have no time left to do each 
other good. 

The other is the Bible plan—"Be not 
overcome of evil but overcome evil with 

good." And there Is no other way of J 
overcoming evil. I am not much of a 
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farmer—I get more credit for my farming 
than I deserve, and my little farm re- 

ceives more advertising than It is entitled 
to. But I am farmer enough to know 
that if T cut down weeds they will spring 
up again; and farmer enough to know 
that if l plant something there which 
has more vitality than the weeds I shall 
not only get rid of the constant cutting 
but have the benefit of the crop besides. 

In order that there might lie no .mis- 
take in His plans of propagating the truth 
Christ went into detail and laid emphasis 
upon the value of example—"So live that 
others seeing your good works may be 
constrained to glorify your Father which V 
is in heaven." There is no, human influ- 
ence so potent for good as that widt h 
goes out from an upright life. A sermon 

may be answered; tlie arguments present- 
ed in a speech may he disputed, but no 

one can answer a Christian lire—it B the 
unanswerable argument in favor of our 

religion. 
My faith ir tho future—a ml i have faith 

—oiid sny optimism—for I am an optim- 
ist my faith and tny optimism rest upon 
tli» belief that ChristY t* aohin are 

being more studied today than ever be- 
fore, and that with tins larger study will 
come a larger application of those teach- ^ 
lugs to the everyday life of the world, 
and tho questions with which we deal. 

But this Print-* of Peac*.* *omi.vev no* 

only peace but strength. Some hr e 

thought ills teaching-' fit only for the 
weak and tin timid and it intuit ad* to men 
of vigor, energy and ambition. Nothing 
could l>e farther from the truth. Ur.iy 
the man of faith can be courageous. 

Only those who believe attempt tho 
seemingly Impossible, and by attempting 
prove that one, wili*. God, eun cdia.se a 
thousand to flight. I can imagine that 
the early Christians who were carried 
into the coliseum to make a spccta-d 
for those more savage than tic beasts, 
were entreated by their doubting com- 

panions not to endanger their li\* let 
kneeling hi the center of tic area; h» % 
prayed and sang until they w»t»- de- 
voured. How helpless they seemed, and, 
measured by every human rule, how help- 
less whs their cause. And yet within a 
few decades the power which they in- 
voked proved mightier than the legions 
of the emperor qnd the faith in which 
they died was triumphant o'er all ti.- 
land. It is said tlmt those who went t 
mock at their sufferings returned asking 
themselves, “What is it that can enter 
into the heart of man and make him ♦li 
as these die?" They were greater r V 
querers in their death than thov 
have been had they purchased life M a 
surrender of their faith. 

What would have been the fate <■ e 

church if the early Christians hud had 
as little faith as many of our Christie s 

of toda\ ? And if the Christians of today 
had tlie faith of the martyrs, how long 
would it be before the fulfillment of the 
prophecy that “every knee ell bow 
and every tongue confess? 

I am glad that He who is called The 
Prince of Peace—who can bring peace to 
every troubled heart and whose teachings 
exemplified in lift- will bring peace be- 
twem man and*man, between community 
and community, between state and state, 
between nation and nation throughout^ 
the world—L am glad that He brings 
courage as well as peace so that those 
who follow him may take up and acn 
day bravely do the duties that to that 
day fall. 

As the Christian grows older he appre- 
ciates more and more the completeness 
with which Christ satisfies the longings 
of the heart, and, grateful for the pen e 

which lie enjoys and for the strength V 
which he lias received, he repeats the 
words of the great scholar. Sir William 
Jones: 

“Before thy mystic altar, heavenly truth, , 
T kneel in manhood, as [ knelt in youth. 

Thus let me kneel, till this dull form de- 
cay, 

And life's last shade be brightened by j 
thy ray.” 


