
COTTON IS STILL THE SOUTH’S 
GREATEST SOURCE OF WEALTH 

Annual Crops Are Greatest Factor in South’s Wonderful 
Growth Since Devastating War—Bareiy Three-Eights of 

Crop is Now Produced By Negro Labor—Growth 
of Cotton Spinning in Southern States 

BV PERCY CLARK 

Cotton is still King! It is the greatest money crop pro- 
duced in the world; that is, it is the one crop which may not he 
eaten or in part consumed on the farm, and that brings gild in 

any market in the world. 
In no other way can the south show her wonderful growth 

since the devastating Avar between the state.s than in pointing 
to her cotton crop and the money value of it; also to the maim 

facuring of the lint into yarns and fabrics, and the seed into, 
valuable merchantable products. 

If we would know just what prog- 
ress the south has made in 50 years, 
we must turn to the tables of the 
cotton crop. While all of the south- 
ern states are not cotton producing, or 

cotton spinning states, yet the index 
remains. 

A remarkable transformation came 

with the results of the war as to cot- 

ton culture. Prior to 1861, the greater 
portion of the cotton was produced* 
by negro labor, and for more than a 

decade after the tocsin of conflict was 

silenced, this condition still prevailed. 
Now hII is changed, and barely three- 

eights of the approximately 14,000,000 bales 

cf cotton, is produced by negro labor, ac- 

cording to statistical figures, which, while 

they may vary, cannot do so to an ap- 

preciable degree. 
In discussing the economical, social and 

Industrial transformations incident to the 

mighty four years’ revolution, 1861 to 1865, 
It will be well to point to the other fac- 

tors which have entered into the prob- 
lems that had to be and were happily 
solved here in the south. The negro race 

increased in numbers, and while thou- 

sands drifted to the northern and west- 

ern states, yet for all that the race mul- 

tiplied in numbers. What did they turn 

to if not engaged In agriculture? Is a 

natural question. The answer is not in 
the groat growth of the cotton spinning 
Industry. It is in the wonderful Indus- 
trial development, of coal mining, quarry- 

ing, iron making, steel works, foundries, 
cement plants, railroad construction and 

operation, and countless other callings 
which have drawn a large portion of the 
negro population from the farms. 

Cotton and Silk Competitors 
In the days of the Rameses cotton was 

more valuable than silk. The cotton of 

those days grew upon trees, or small 

perennial plants. The Caravonica tree is 

today cultivated, but with poor success in 
West Africa. The staple is shorter than 

that of the plant grown in.Egypt and In- 
dia to a limited extent. The ancient 
Egyptian valued the cotton fabric higher 
than that of silk, because of its rarity, 
and then it was more to be desired than 
silk for certain purposes. Silk was com- 

monly in use throughout the known 
world at that time; also linen or spun 
flax. The lu\lr of goats and the fleece 
of sheep were also used Jo make fabrics 
and tapestries. The dead were wrapped 
in linen in ancient Egypt, and today some 

of the finest note paper used by love-sick 
swains is made from the wrappings of 
mummies 

It Is a remarkable fact that the worm 
that once destroyed the cotton crops of 
the south is not unlike the silk worn in 
some respects. The silk worm feeds upon 
the mulberry leaf; the army worm feeds 
upon the leaf and the "forms" of the 
cotton plant. The liberal use of Paris 
green, an arsenical poison, has served to 
remove the army worm menace; but a 
new enemy has come in the boll weevil. 
Notwithstanding these foes the cotton 
crop has grown from 3,665,557 bales in 
1856-6 to approximately 14,000,000 bales the 
past crop year. The crop of 1855 averaged 
30.30 cents per pound in price; the last 
crop on a middling basis was sold for 
12.20 average price. 

ouuue t»i ut'auit uiscuYtrcn 
In 1855. and up to 1872. there was no 

market for cotton seed for manufactur- 
ing oil. Today there is a groat indus- 
try in the United States founded upon 
the one-time neglected seed, and with 
It many allied and dependent manufac- 
turing enterprises. In the days of slavery 
< utton seed were thrown out In piles to 
rot. In some instances they were fed 
to cattle. Although valuable as a fertil- 
izer they were not commonly used. All 
this is changed, and today the market 
vndue of the 1000 pounds of seed from the 
production of a bale of 000 pounds of lint 
is from $10 to $12. or adds in round figures 
for the seed to the farmer’s labor some 

1125,000,000, not including seed retained and 
wasted. It is hard to estimate the con- 
verted value of cotton seed. It Is manu- 
factured int«) three or four valuable com- 
mercial products at the oil mills. First, 
a crude vegetable oil that after treatment 
is extensively used for mixing with hog 
fat to make lard substitutes and cooking 
Compounds. This oil is also exported and 
mixed with crude olive oil and is sold in 
most markets as “pure olive oil.” 

The oil mills turn out other products 
such as cotton seed cake, cotton seed 
meal for fertilizer manufacture, cotton 
lint for upholstering use and for mat- 
tress manufacture, also for “batting” and 
many other purposes; and lastily, they 
produce cotton seed hulls, a most valua- 
ble feed for dairymen. The utilization of 
the little fuzzy seed, so long neglected, 
has Added to the south's wealth annually 
not less than *259,000,000. giving employ- 
ment to several thousand persons, mostly 
of the negro race, in the heavier work. 
Some day the stalk of the cotton plant 
will be utilized for liber production and 
paper manufacture. \ 

Interesting Statistical Figures 
Prior to 1801 1316 cents was the high- 

Water mark for cotton—(1857). 
In 1863-4 cotton was $1 per pound in the 

United States, but only 54** cents in Liver- 
pool. 
•In 1866 cotton was sold at an average 

price of $43.20 per 100 pounds. 
In 1871-2 the average price was $20.48 

for a 2,000,000 bale crop; from that time on 

there was a gradual scaling down, until 
a 5,000.000 bales crop in 1878-9 brought an 

average price of 10.83 cents. The next 
crop averaged 12 cents, and then a de- 
cline followed, with a variation In 1881-2 
to 12.16 cents. From 1882-3, with 10.61 
cents the average price, there was a 

Steady falling in price. 
In 1889-SO a 7,301,000 bales crop averaged 

11.53 cents, yet in 1895-6 a 7,157,346 bales 
crop averaged only H.ltf cents. 

The low water mark was reached in 
the history of cotton culture in 1898-99, 
when an 11,274.000 bales crop sold for the 
Average of 6 cents. 

In 1900 we passed the 10,000,000 bales 
crop, and for 13 >ears have exceeded It. 

In 1904-5 we marketed 13,565,885 bales at 
fcn average price of 9.11 cents; as stated 
lierein the crop year w hich dosed Septem- 
ber 1 showed that the cotton states had 
aent to market 14,167,115 bales of cotton, 
at an average price of 12.20 cents. The 
value of the crop. Including tlie seed. \* 
roundly estimated at $1,000,000,000. And 
yet every vestige of the crop in sight has 
been used, a very phenominal condition; 
this consumption also Included some 726,000 
bales left over from the previous crop. 
And that crop 1911-12 only averaged 10.16 
cents per pound. The averages for 1910-11 
Was 14.61, and 1909-10 14.37 cents. 

Hart la aa adjustment of the pendulum 
» 

it would seem: This year’s mop is 1,971,311 
hales less than tlmt of 1911-12, and yet 
is an increase of 2.047,020 over that of 
1910-11. Striking an average for the three 
years past we find that it was 14,000.000 
hales, at an average price of 12.30 cents 
per pound. 

What of Future Production 
The production per acre for many years 

lias varied from a fraction below one- 
third of a bale per acre to nearly one- 
half a bale in 1898-9. Improved seed, 
more scientific cultivation, which includes 
a better selection of plant food and a study 
of soils with reference thereto, will bring 
the ameage production ultimately well 
above the half-bale per acre yieid, for 
we are steadily advancing to the 20,UCO,000 
hales mop, which the world needs and 
must have. 

The question of the near future is n 
practical cotton picker. Jt has been said 
that we could not pick eyen a lf>.000,000 
hales crop. Well, we did. There are two 
very near approaches to a success in the 
matter of « mechanical appliance, motor- 
propelled. for picking cotton, but the goal 
lias not been reached as to *he practical 

use. ('n Ml IIM.II IUI m-muiiMiauonS 

were made last year with a cotton picker 
in Dallas county, it Is said. 

The English government lias vainly 
striven to develop on an extensive scale 
the cultivation of cotton in Bombay’ and 
the Niger country—how suggestive the 
term is of our appellation “nigger*' in the 
cotton states. The cultivation of the 
olive tree In the Bombay field is more 

profitable; then, too, the thermometric 
problem is to be reckoned with. Nature 
in her ordering gave to ttiie cotton pro- 
ducing states not only a soil and a ifim* 
ate which is essential to the profitable 
cultivation of the cotton plant, but she 
also breathes into-the bosom of tlie earth 
a warmth at that time of the year when 
the germination of the plant life in the 
little fur-coated seed lying in its bed of 
fertile soil, is the very important es- 
sential in the growth and fruitfulness of 
the plant, with its snowy white fields to 
follow—the greatest money crop in the 
world. 

Cotton Spinning—Excelsior 
The story of the south's struggle from 

out the chaos of business and agricultural 
upheaval, from the shadows of a social 
menace, is partly told in the spinning of 
over half of the 5.587,000 bales taken by 
mills of the United States; in her great 
oil mill industry, crushing the seed; in 
her fertilizer factories, using one of the 
bi-products of the oil mills, converting 
the raw product Into millions of values. 

During the past eight years the con- 
sumption of cotton by southern mills has 
moved up from 1,919,252 bales to 2,999,559 
over 1,000,000 bales increase. 

Among the southern states only Ken- 
tucky shows decline in her mill takings, 
but this is practically nil. 

The following table will prove interest- 
ing; 

Crop and Mill Takings 1912-13 
Crop Spun Increase 
bales. bales, per sent 

Alabama 1,390,000 301,561 39.102 
Arkansas 820,000 10,373 1.099 
Florida 62,000 
Georgia 1,920.00O 655,281 63.905 
Louisiana 390.000 1 5,748 1.091 
Oklahoma 1,051,000 8.367 2.622 
Mississippi 1,042,000 33,717 2.747 
North Uarolina. 974,000 876.222 34.361 
South Carolina.. 1.281,000 781,786 48.789 
Tennessee 375,000 82,518 6.280 
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The above cot shows the superdreadnought battleship llivadavia, 28,000 toui^ built by the Fore lliver Shlpbuild 
ing Company for the Argentine Government The new batllesbip resembles somewhat the newer vessels of the 
French navy. She lacks the familiar basket-work military masts of our battleships. Her main battery is composed 
of twelve twelve-inch guns mounted in sis turrets in line, so that the whole battery may be used lu broadside if' 
•)fVn«3«-rtVV. 

Texas 4,862,000 61,348 14.942 
Virginia 01.632 7.65.; 

Total .14,167,115 2,969,559 
Approximately, Alabama Is spinning 

one-fifth of her average crop of 1,500,000 
bales. 

North Carolina Is within 100,600 bales of 
spinning her entire crop, an Increase of 
near 60 per cent i?i spinning in 10 years. 

Georgia Is spinning one-third of her 
crop. 

South Carolina is spinning 60 per cent 
of her crop. 

Texas, which produces one-third* of the 
entire crop, in fact., slightly more the 
past season, does not spin any cotton 
comparatively. The primal reason will be 
set forth herein. 

The South's spindles increased the past 
year 545,000, with seven mills in course of 
construction and liberal additions planned 
for old plants. 

Practically all of the south s 12,819,333 
bales have gone to market, together with 
726,000 bales of the year previous, known 
as the “visible and invisible supply." 

The average of cotton bales through all 
the years has been less than 500 pounds, 
but steadily increasing, the highest aver- 

age thus fur is 491 pounds. 
Cotton Spinning and Labor 

The growth of the cotton spinning in- 

dustry in the Carolinaaas is in part at- 
tributable to labor conditions and water 
powers. It is well known that only white 
labor can be profitably used In the cot- 
ton mills; per contra, in antebellum days, 
negro labor was largely used in spinning, 
carding and ivin- in the primitive 
way, of by-hand work. 

The Carolina-* ana irglnia have had 
for many years developed valuable wpte- 
powers. ]t Is known that non-lce-locked ! 
water powers are the host and most oeo- i 
nondcal powers for cotton spinning; the 
best by reason of uniformity in the pro- 
duction of a steady power for spinning. 

In the tobacco sections of the Caroliuaas 
and Virginia the unprofitableness of to- 
bacco culture, the fact that the soils 
which once produced the weed when 
prices were remunerative, will not sup- 
port the white families; that they cannot 
be made to produce bread; these together 
with other economic conditions have! 
forced thousands of families to seek the 
cotton mills. It is a remarkable fact that 
the growth of the cotton mill industry in 
the Carolinas and in Virginia is co-eval 
with the growth of the American Tobac- 
co company. That the development of the 
tobacco fields of Ohio, Kentucky, Missouri 
and other'middle and western states ha# 
aided in the transformation. 

Here in Alabama the growth of cotton 
spinning has been more the matter of 

labot than that of an inviting Held fori 
capital. It is said that 7b per cent of the | 
labor of Alabama milj^ has been drawn 

from other states. As long as the children I 
of this state can find health, happines^ | 
and a livelihood in the fields, or their ^ 
parents can make a good living in farm- M 
ing. mining or other fields of labor, there 
will be no tendency to drive the children 1 
towards the stilling atmosphere of the 
c otton mills. The rather they will let the ^ 
hoys and girls of the state of Alabama ;l 
go to school, play in the brooks, pick 
blackberries in the summer and cotton in# 
tlie fall. y 

If you would see this picture strong in 9 
life behold Texas with her 5,000,000 bales, p 
spinning only 61,000. 

No Ten-Hour Day 
The new school teacher in a rural town 1 

gave a boy a question in compound pro- | 
poition for home work one evening. It 
included the circumstance of “men work- 
ing 10 hours a day to complete a certain 5 
work." 

The next morning the teacher, In look- J 
ing over the little pack of exercises, 9 
found this boy's sum wholly unattempted. | 
Calling him to her, she asked why he had j 
not tried to do the sum. 

The boy, after considerable fumbling | around in his pockets, brought forth a If 
note from ills father and handed it to ]J 
her. Vnfolding it the teacher read: 

“Miss: T refuse to let my boy do his 
sum you give him. as it looks to me to be 
a slur at eight-hour slstum enny sum 
not more than eight hours he is welcum 
to do, but not more.’* 

MAMMA. DADDY AW CHILDREN ALL 
LOVE "CALIFORNIA SYRUP OF FIGS” 

Harmless “fruit laxative” I 
cleanses stomach, liver 

and bowels 

A delicious cure for constipation, 
biliousness, sick headache, sour stom- 
ach, Indigestion, coated tongue, sallow- 
ness—take "California Syrup of Figs." 
For the cause of all this distress lies 
in a torpid liver and sluggish bowels.' 

A tablespoonful tonight means all 
constipation, poison', waste matter, fer- 
menting food and sour bile gently 

inoi’ed out of your system by morning | 
without griping. Please don't think of | 
"California Syrup of figs" as a physic, j 
Don't think you are drugging yourself 
jr your children, because tills delicious 
fruit laxative cannot cause Injury. 
Even a delicate child can take it as 

safely as a robust man. It is the most 
harmless', effective stomach, liver and 
bowel regulator and tontc ever devised. 

Your only difficulty may bo in getting 
the genuine; so ask your druggist for 5 
a 50 cent bottle of "California Syrup of | 
Figs." Say to your druggist, "I want 

only that made by the •California Fig 
Syrup Company.’" This city has many 
counterfeit “fig syrups," so watch out. 

Kttche Is The 
cart of The Home! 

O—... 
N I 

'T'HE day s work begins there—it ends there. It is an important factor in the cost of 
* living, as well as in the comfort of living. It’s a source of comfort or of worry. 

COOK WITH GAS! Get the most out of your kitchemwith the least expense of money, 
labor and time. A gas stove cuts down your fuel bill; lightens the labors of the kitchen; 
shortens the time of preparing meals; modernizes and revolutionizes the heart of the 
home! One thing will convince you that gas is the easiest, best and cheapest way—an 
investigation. Make it immediately. 

Gas Ranges, $22.50 to $65.00. Gas Stoves, $14.00 to $20.00 

These Shivery Mornings 1 
Call For Gas Heaters 

A small gas stove, at a little bit of cost, will quickly 
and cheerfully heat a great big room, making most com- 
fortable these chilly Fall mornings. A gas heater in your 
bath room is a necessity. We have them in va- { 
rious styles and sizes—small enough for the small 
bath room, and large enough and handsome^-—. ■ H r— 

bedroom or hvinS r“°™0 tt6.00 
enough for any bed 

$J5# „p to Gas Heaters, *2- 

cfccap\y 

JfiSggs^l 
& power Compaq w Gas Departme®1 ^ 


