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Common Sense in tk Home 
Edi ted byM arion Harland m 
/._ 

AFTER THE SUMMER VACATION._ 
IN 

the fall of the year my sympathies al- 
ways go out to the women who have 
Just come back from the country. Not 
but what you are glad to get back. You 
have had your outing and the fields 

and meadows and mountains or the shores 
and the sea have been lovely and you have 
enjoyed them all—but It is gqod to be at 
home again. You have had enough of liv- 
ing in other people's houses or of keeping 
house In the country and your home never 
seemed quite as comfortable as it does now, 
in spite of the dust and dinginess and grime 
it has gathered during the summer months 
Perhaps you are so happy to be settled 
down once more in the old nest that you 
do not at first breath see Just how shabby 
it all looks. But when the awnings are 

down and the windows are opened and the 
brilliant autumn sunlight streams i» 
through the casements wher/s the curtain* 
have not yet been hung all the deficiencies 
you overlooked last spring leap to your 
eyes and your heart sinks within you. 

That 1* the reason I say that my sym- 
pathies are with you. They are not confined 
to those who have had a vacation outing. 

Even if you decided in the first warm 

weather that you were more comfortable 
at home with your own bathroom and your 
own bed and your own kitchen than you 
you could be anywhere else and that wher- 

ever the rest of them went you would stay 
wh^re you were except for a few week-end 
visits and an occasional excursion, you will 
see the defects in your home when the fall 
comes and you can throw open the blind* 
you had kept closed against the glare dur- 
ing most of the hot yre&ther. 

I can feel for you as well as for the others, 
since your Repression is along the same 
lines. With both of you the winter is ap- 
proaching and the crisp fall days move 
you to a craving to be smart andjfreah like 
the weather—and Just look at the house! 
How can you do anything to It when the 
children’s school clothes must be bought 
and they all want new shoes and your own 
wardrobe needs replenishing? Yet the hall 
carpet is disgraceful and the dining room 
ought to be repapered and you had hoped to 
be able to get fresh curtains for your own 

k 
room! And as to the cleaning—well, you 
can t live until the, whole house has been 
scoured from top to bottom. 

* * 

Take Things Easy. 
This is the point where T wish I were 

near enough to take you by the hand and 
lead you to a quiet corner and put you 
down in a comfortable chair with your feet 
on a hassock and talk to you calmly and 
rationally for a little while. 

The first thing 1 should do would be to 
tell you a story. 

Some years ago, 1 was driving up a steep 
I bill in New England. Four of us were in 
\ the carriage and my neighbor on the back 

/seat suggested to the gnarled old farmer 
^,w ho held the reins that he should walk up 

the hill and spare the horse. The farmer 
shook his head decidedly. 

"Not me!" he said. •• There'll be good 
horses alive when I’m ^ead and ,under 
ground!" 
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Often since then I have recalled that Inci- 
dent and I wish I could make you lay It to 
heart along with the other curt saying that 
my grandsons often quote. You'll be a 

long time dead.” In other words, cultivate 
your sense of proportion and reflect that 
many months stretch ahead of you In which 
you can wear yourself out putting things 
to rights. Spare yourself at the present 
moment! 

More people come to me to be braced 
up after their vacations than at any other 
time of the year,” a doctor once told me. 

The reason Is that when they come back 

thy might!1' Isn't that just what you were 

planning to do when I took you by the 
hand and switched you Into this calm 
corner? 

■V 

Overworking Not Worth While. 
I know all about the longing yoi^have to 

get at the work and finish it up and have 
the way clear for the other duties which 
are pressing upon you. You feel well and 
brisk after your outing, perhaps, and even 

if you don’t you will assure me that it tires 
you iflore to see the mess about you than 

after It. What real comfort do you have 
out of a perfectly appointed house, spic 
and span cleanliness, and all of the work 
done and out of the way if you have to place 
alongside of it a record of irritable', im- 

patient words, of fretful replies, of Intol- 

erance of the needs and desires of others? 
All these are the companions of overwork 

and lack of patience with yourself and with 
conditions. 

80 1 beg of you, at the conclusion of my 
little curtain lecture, to try to make hast* 
clowly. After all, the world will not come 

to an end If all the dusting and beating 

make for yourself an orderly program and 
adhere to it 

What is the first thing you mean to do? 
Have you finished the unpacking? Did 
you leave your clothes closets and bureau 
drawers clean when you went away, so 

that you can hang and lay your garments 
in place now with no preliminary dusting 
and scouring? Even if you did this it is 
worth while to go over the shelves and 
Inside of the closets with a duster and 
make sure that there are no lurking moths 
there to do damage. Especially Is this 
needed if the cleansing was omitted when 

You have been fortunate If there has been 
some one to superintend the cleaning of the 
house before you returned, but If you have 
not get at It as soon as you can. If ever 

there Is a time to indulge In extra help It la 
now. The money you expend on service 
now Is well spent, since It saves you 
strength and leisure for the duties no one 

but yourself can perform. Don't try to put 
on any of the frills which help make the 
house attractive when It Is In complete 
order. Don't hang curtains or bring forth 
brtc-A-brac or put up draperies or orna- 

ments of any sort Just yet Walt until the 

Cultivate your sense of proportion and reflect that many months stretch ahead of you in which you can wear yourself out putting things to rights. 
from their holiday they feel they are in 
such fine shape and so well rested that they 
can go ahead and tackle anything in the 
way of work. Instead of breaking them- 
selves In gradually they plunge right in and 
before they know it they have undone all 
their vacation good and are more tired 
than before they went away.” 

Always it Is a woman’s temptation to 
take hold of the hardest thing first and to 

improve upon the scriptural Injunction, 
Whatsoever thy hand flndeth to do It. do 

It with thy might.” Into " Do it with all 

to turn in and clean it up. Possibly, and 
yet the fact remains that if you overdo 
now you will pay for it in strained nerves 

and aching back and head and that your 
family will pay for it, too. Unless you are 

a miraculous sort of person you cannot bo 
worn out physically and nervously and 
show a sweet and patient face to your 
household. 

One of my favorite quotations is, Noth- 
ing in the world is worth the loss of trv 
peace,” and although it is not always easy 
to live tip to it you will And it pays to strive 

and scouring is notrdone in the course of 
two or three days. You may drive your 
work, but don't let it drive you. Before 
you leave your quiet corner sit still a little 
while and plan out how you will ipanag* 
your housecleaning. Decide what is the 
most important thing to do first, and what 
items you can put off a little, and systema- 
tize your outline of work. Don’t lose time 
and strength by running from one thing to 
another and having a dozen half finished 
duties on hand You have no idea how it 
will simplify the whole business if you 

you left h0me. In that case you double 

your work If you put aw ay your clothes In 
the uncleaned closets, for everything must 
be taken down later and the task done over 

again. 
* # 

Extra Help Needed NoU\ 
As soon as the trunks are empty get them 

out of the way—in the attic, or the trunk 

room, or whatever place you have for them; 
and if you put things in them, take the tim® 
to make a list of the contents of each box. 

It w ill save time and trouble later on. 

rough dirt is out of the way, the walls 
wiped down, the floors gone over, the win- 
dows washed, the paint scrubbed or oiled. 
Should there be papering or painting which 
had to be delayed until your return resign 
yourself to a measure of chaos until thl9 is 
concluded and the workmen out of the 
house. All the cleaning you will do before 
they leave will have to be repeated after 
their departure. Try to keep one corner of 
peace for the household and be content to 
abide in that until the rest of the house 
has been rid of paperers, paititera, and 

plasterer®. If they can be dismissed before 
the carpets are down you have won a vic- 

tory over extra labor. 
You will feel as though you had some 

thing to show for your efforts with every 
bit of work you accomplish after the work- 
men are gone. There are few things more 

delightful to the housekeeper than the 

fresh cleanliness of a house that has jus 
been done over. But If you cannot attain 

this you can at least have the pleasure 
which follows thorough scrubbing ami 

cleaning. I think myself that there is far 
more comfort in fall than in spring house 

cleaning. True, you get rid of the winter’s 
accretions in the latter, but it is more to 

me to be free of the summer's dust and to 

settle down for a long, busy winter In a 

spotless home. 
* * 

Be Considerate of Yourself. 
After the walls and ceilings and floors 

have been submitted to the workmen or to 
the ‘'ministrations of the scrubbing brush 

and the dusting cloth, your furniture wiped 
off and oiled or varnished and ready to go 
into place, lay your rugs, put your furni- 

ture where it belongs, rehang your pictures, 
and uncover your books. Don’t put up your 
curtains for a while yet—at least not the 
window curtains. Portidres may be hung 
if you wish, for they do not catch all the 

dust that blows, but delay the restoration 
of clean window draperies to their place 
until you can keep the sashes shut most of 

the time. The white hangings will be grimy 
enough before spring even if you hold them 
in seclusion until hild-October. 
Of course your cellar and attic, If you 

have them, must have received their full 
share of attention. Much of the work on 

them should have been done in the spring 
when the furnace and fireplaces or stoves 

were put in order against the coming of hot 

weather. A little whitewash where it will 

do most good will not come amiss now, and 

make sure that there are none of last year’s 
vegetables lurking in the bins into which go 

fresh supplies now. Bee that your closet 

for Jellies and preserves is clean, and'that 
the shelves are well scoured. You prob- 
ably will not care to put away your wash 

frocks Just yet, or your lightweight under- 

wear. although the thinnest garments may 

be rinsed from starch and laid aside until 

the time when you pack all the hot weather 

clothing for the season. 

Don't think that I make light of these 

duties because I run them over in a cursory 

fashion. I know Just how much toll each 

one Implies, and how impossible it is that 

you should not feel weary when they are 

all done. But there are degrees even in 

fatigue, and if your summer s rest, no 

matter how brief it was, ha3 done you any 

good you will be able to get through your 
fall work without utter fatigue and pros 
tration afterward. Try to be as consid- 
erate of yourself as you would be of som** 

one else in the same circumstances, and 

remember that any burden you can spare 

yourself now will mean an economy of 

strength which you will surely need before 
the winter’s work is over. 
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MARION HARLAND’S HELPING HAND. 
| NOTICE the letter of a woman who 

t • I Is desirous of having the care of a 

I little girl in her home, and It oc- 
1 curs to me that your Corner might 

prove a medium through which I 
could secure a little girl l'or adoption. We 
have no children of our own and have often 
spoken of applying tu the children's home 
tor one, but so many of their charges are 

abandoned or illegitimate children whose 
parents cunnot he traced that we hesitate 
to take them into our heart and home. I 
know that many now contend that the in- 
fluence, of environment is stronger than 
that of heredity, yet, like the sculptor, I 
want to know the nature of my clay be- 

>• foie I commence to mold it. 1 would like 
a child, preferably from 1 to 5 years, an 

orphan of clean, healthy parentage. Our 
Hnancinl circumstances are such that we 

could give her a good home and a good 
education, and she would receive the same 

tare, consideration, and affection as our 
own. 1 know there must bo a little girl 
somewhere, possibly In this locality, who 
is waiting for just such a home as we can 

offer, und I hope some of tile numerous 
readers of your page can assist me In 
placing her. ■ Mrs. E. P. G." 

Undoubtedly this is an opportunity for 
some little girl and I regret deeply that 
the writer of the letter did not give her 

M full name and has thus made it impassi- 
ve ble for me to put her In touch with any child 

we might And for her. 1 trust that the 
publication of this letter mag bring her* 
omission to her attention ana that she 
may send me something more than her 
Initials so that If some one should write 
to me and tell me of such a child as Mrs. 
E. P. G. wishes we may be able to bring 
them together. While I appreciate all 
she says about her desire to know some- 
thing of the parentuge of the child sha 
plans to adopt and feel it is entirely nat- 

/ ural, I cannot help pitying the little un- 

rfortunutes 
who through no fault of theirs 

are cast on the mercies of a world in which 
there is apparently no place for them. 
Heredity Is strong, I grant, but so Is en- 
vironment, and If a child is taken when 

young from the surroundlfigs which might 
Injure It and brought up wisely and well 
there Is a strong tendency that bad pro- 
clivities may be corrected permanently. At 
the same time my sympathy with Rie cor- 

respondent's point of view Is sufficiently 
I deep to make me hope earnestly that she 
f may And just the kind of child she Is seek- 

ing and find her soon. I jjia 11 await anx- 

iously the arrival of her full address. 
* * 

Would Adopt Little Cirl. 
" 1 would like much to adopt a little girl 

shout a years old, an orphan. Can you let 
* 

me know how I can do so? I would also 
* 'Ike to know, if I can get any information 
t concerning the child, who its parents were, 

etc. Mrs. O. R." 
The writer of the latter letter has also 

beer. guilty of carelessness in sending her 
address, sine, sho'falls to add the house 
number to the name of the street on which 
she lives. I hope that she ms,y see the letter 
and correct her omission, and that the pub- 
1:cation of her request may bring replies to. 
hr r wish. In many states there are atgts 

fcfbstity aid associations which do a noble 

f / : 

work in finding homes for dependent and 
orphan or deserted children. Through 
them many children and homes have been 
brought together to their mutual profit. 

Help {or Young Artist. 
WiU you kindly lend a helping hand to a 

young girl to induce some one else to do it, 
She Is a natural artist, has drawn a great 
deal, and lover the work. Her parents are 

working people and have no means by 
which to educate her, and as she is but 14 

years old of course she cannot work. I am 

sure it would be a great act of kindness 
to assist this young girl so that her future 
'ife may not only be made easy but also 
elevated. There are many young girls who 
by just a little help at the right time would 
not require it later, but would be able to 

t*^e care of themeslves. 1 have known this 

gni from childhood and can vouch for her 
« liRracter and for her desire to make the 
best of herself. Mrs. E. M. P.” 
It is hard to state definitely that the girl 

in whys behalf this appeal is made haft 
real talent for drawing unless her work 
can be scrutinized W an artist who is able 
to decide upon the degree of promise it 
shews. In this day of specialization and 
competition it is not enough to have a tasta 
fer art—there must be something more than 
that to enabl anyone to develop to*an ex- 

tent that will mean self-support. I print 
this letter and hope it may meet the eye 
of some judge of drawing who will be will- 
ing to Inspect the attempts of this young 
girl and pronounce upon their excellence. 
I will be happy to give the address of tha 
friend writing this letter to anyone who 
wishes to bestow advice or help. 

* * 

Meaning of Prepared Flour. 
Will you please tell me what Is meant 

when a cake recipe calls for prepared flour? 
Also glv^ me a few recipes for chicken soup 
and stew, and tell me how to mane a good 
pot roast or beef stew, and I would like t3 
know how to prepare lettuce for the table. 

M. H.” 
Prepared flour Is merely flour to which has 

been added baking powder in the proportion 
of an even teaspoonful of the powder to each 
cupful of the flour. Prepared flour used to 
be put up by a certain manufacturer and I 
believe "It Is still on the market, but if the 
flour and baking powder are sufficiently 
blended by sifting, the home prepared prod- 
uct Is as good as any you can buy. 

CHICKEN SOUP.—Cut a good sized fowi 
Into pieces and put It over the Are in four 
quarts of cold water with a sliced onion, a 

few stalks of celery, and sprigs of pursley, 
and cook slowly for several hours. If you 
choose you can bring the liquid to a boll, 
cook for half an hour, and then put Into 
a tireless cooker and leave it for eight hours. 
If yeu prefer to cook It over the stove, 
simmer slowly, never allowing It to boll 
hard, for three or four hours until so ten- 
der that Ihe meat will drop from the boms. 
By tills time the liquid will be reduced at 
least one-half. Season to taste with salt 
and pepper, put to one side, and let the 
broth get cold, on the meat. With this soup 
fora foundation you may make chicken 
bouillon, broth, or bisque, chicken and corn 

soup, chicken gumbb, and other combina- 
tions. 

CHICKEN STEW OR FRICASSEE. 
Clean, wash, and joint a chicken, put it 
over the fire with a quarter jjound of 

chopped salt pork and half a small onion, 
cover with a pint of water, put a. closely- 
fitting top on the kettle, and cook the meat 
slowly until tender. Take out the chicken 
when this stage Is reached and keep it hot 
while you strain the gravy, thicken It with 
a tablespoor^ful of butter rolled in one of 
flour, season to taste, and after you have 
cooked it a* few minutes lay back the 
chicken in it and simmer ten minutes. Serve 
hot. 

PUT ROAST OF BEEF.—Select a chunky 
piece of beef Weighing from three to four 
pounds, lay it in the frying pan with about 
half a cupful of good dripping in w hich you 
have fried a sliced onion, and sear the beef 
well on both sides, turning it two or three 

times. Put It then in a kettle with a dozen 
small onions peeled and as many young 
carrots or one large carrot sliced, a sliced 
turnip, and a cupful of stew'ed tomatoes. 
Add to these a Cupful of hot water, cover 
the pot closely, and cook slowly for two 
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hours. If the water cooks away too much 
you can. add a little more from the kettle. 
Take up the beef and keep warm, litt out 
the vegetables with a skimmer and arrange 
them about the beef on a dish, and if the 
gravy needs thickening put to it a table- 
spoonful of browned flour wet in cold water. 
Season with a teaspoonful of kitchen bou- 
quet and salt and pepper as needed, boil 
up once, and either pour over the beef or 

serve in a sauce boat. If you like you can 

have your beef plugged with pork or suet. 
Set it aside to get cold, what there is left 
of it, with a weight on t^e top to keep it 
in shape. 

To serve lettuce for the table wash it and 
pull it apart, chili it, shake it in a clean 
cloth to remove moisture, and make a 

French dressing for it of a teaspoon of salt, 
half as much pepper, three tablespoons of 
olive oil and one of vinegar, all stirred to- 
gether well and cold; or you may serve it 
with a mayonnaise or a good boiled dress- 
ing. 

* * 

Method of Salting Beans. 
’* ^have received so much help from this 

Corner that I am glad to send a few con- 

.rlbutions on my own account in the hope 
that they may help some one. 1 have read 
much about canning beans, but have seen 

10 recipd for salting them down, which is a 

much easier process and brings good re- 

suits. Cut the’ beans and pack in gallon 
crocks or in Jars, in layers, one of beam 
ind one of salt. Place a heavy stone on 

top for a weight, as the liquid forms and 
the beans must be covered. You can add 
to these at any time. When read/to serve 

the beans parboil them, then drain the 
water off t# take out the Balt. These are 

fine and taste more like fresh beans than 
canned. 

*• When canning tomatoes, just before 
sealing the jar put a generous pinch of 
salt on top and you will find you will have 
no trouble to keep them in fine condition. 

** In reply to Mrs. D. G. D.'s request for 
plum butter, I am happy to give mine. 
Cook the plums until well done then rub 
through a colander to remove stones and 
skins, allow a cup of sugar to a cup of plum 
pulp, season with allspice and cinnamon 
Lo suit the taste, and cook slowly.” 

These directions are so practical and 
well given that I am sorry the writer gave 
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FAMILY MEALS FOR A WEEK 
SUNDAY. 

BREAKFAST. 
Melons. 

Cereal and cream. 
Broiled tomatoes and bacon 

Rolls. 
Coffee. 

LUNCHEON. 

x 
Green peppers stuffed with meat 

Egg salad 
4 Thin bread and butter. k 

Lemon jelly. 
Iced coffee. 
DINNER. 

Tomato soup. 
Roast beef; 

Browned potatoes. 
Succotash. 

Beach ice cream. 
Coffee. 
Ht * 

MONDAY.^ 
BREAKFAST. 

Bananas and puffed wheat. 
Bacon and boiled eggs. 

Rolls. 
Coffee. 

LUNCHEON, 
ivlppercd herring. 

Baked potatoes. 
Oulck biscuit. 
Ginger snaps. 

— Cheese. 
Tea. 

DINNER. 
Melons. 

Sliced beef [a leftover] with cream horseradlil 
sauce. 

Baked tomatoes 
Potatoes hashed and browned [a leftover]. 

Peaches. 
Pears. 

Gra pes. 
Coffee. 
* * 

TUESDAY. 
BREAKFAST 
Baked apples. 

Cereal and cream. 
Parsley omelet. 

Toast. 
Coffee. 

LUNCHEON. 
Fried pork nltli cream gravy. 

Boiled potatoes. 
Popovers. 

Jam. 
Crackers. 

Tea. 

DINNER. 
Macaroni soup. 

Brawn stew of beef [ a leftover] with dumpling* 
% 

Lima beans. 
Sliced tomatoes. 
Sliced peaches. 

Coffee. 

♦ * 
WEDNESDAY. 

BREAKFAST. 
Apple sauce. 

Cereal and cream. 
Scrambled eggs. 

Muffins. 
Coffee. 

LUNCHEON. 
Creamed codfish au gratin. 

Potatoes hashed ar\d browned [a leftover] 
Toasted Muffins frond breakfast. 

Ginger bread. 
Tea. 

DINNER. 
Cream of lima bean soup fa leftover]. 

Boiled nrutton with caper sauce. 
Slewed onions. 

Mashed potatoes. 
Junket with jam and cream 

Coffee. 
* * 

THURSDAY. 
BREAKFAST. 

Melons. 
Cereal and cream. 

Bacon. 
1'cached <■ggn. 

Toast. 
Coffee. 

LUNCHEON. 
Dried beef, broiled crisp 
Potato puff fa leftover). 

Bread and toasted cheese. 
Fruit, 

teed tea. 
✓ 

DINNER. 
Mutton broth. 

Mutton sliced and warmed In caper sauce [a 
leftover]. 

Onion souffle fa leftover]. 
Baked macaroni. 

Watermelon. 
Coffee. 
* * 

FRIDAY. 
BREAKFAST. 

Oranges. 
Cereal and cream. 

Pantlsh. 
Quick biscuit. 

Toast. 
/ Coffee. 

LUNCHEON. 
Minced mutton fa leftover]. 

Tomatoes stuffed wiun cucumber salad. 
Toasted biscuit from breakfast. 

Blackberry shortcake. 
Tea. 

DINNER. 
Vegetable soup. 

Boiled cod with egg sauoe. 
Rlced potatoes. 
Stewed okra. 

Peach pudding, 
t Coffee. 

* * 
SATURDAY. 
BREAKFAST. 

Baked sweet applta. 
Oatmeal and cream. 

Bacon. 
Fried eggs. 

Toast. 
Tea. 

Coffee. 
LUNCHEON. 

Creamed fish fa leftover]. 
Potato cakes I a leftover j. 

Graham gems. 
Cookies. 

Jam. 
Tea. 

DINNER. 
Okra soup [a leftover] 

Baked liver. 
Stuffed cucumbers. 

Parisian potatoes 
Raisin puffs. 

Coffee. 

no signature by which we could identify 
her. I am grateful to her for her rfecipes 
and suggestions, and so no doubt will be 
the Cornerites. 

* * 
Her Neighbors AnnoM. 

" Heading the talk on unruly children 
leads me to ask your advice on a difficult 
position in which I find myself. I am a 

sufferer from the worst types of sych as 

you describe, led on by parents and others 
Interested, their motive being to drive me 

out of the home In which I have lived for 
fifty years. 1 have paid taxes on It slnca 
lPOfi. All the old neighbors have sold to 
these vandals at a great sacrifice, for they 
found it impossible to keep on living here. 
1 have suffered almost everything except 
personal violence. My son, who lives with 
me, lias Impaired hearing and they taka 
aovantage of this. I have given up my 
lawn and yard altogether to them; my next 
neighbor throws garbage Into my yard, mud 
Is spattered on my bouse, and my windows 
are broken. What would you advise me to 
do? I am In sore distress and nearly 70 
years old. Mbs. W. 3.” 

To me there appear but two courses opsn 
to you. One Is to complain to the police and 
to the department of health and eee If mat- 
ters can be rectified; the other is to give up 
the fight and move away. I can understand 
hew hard the latter course would be for 
ycu. and yet If the neighborhood has da- 
teriorated us you deacribe It can be little 
pleasure tr you to remain where you are. 
Vicinities do run down sometimes and tha 
old residentc are foiled to change their 
abode. This seems to me the wise plan, 
air.ee even the protection of the polloe would 
not change conditions, only hold them In 
check, and the nuisances would be resumed 
as soon as the watchfulness was with- 
drawn. I am sorry for you and I wish I 
could ofTer you more encouraging counsel. 

* * 
Moon's Influence on Plants. 

In reference to Mrs. 3. W.'a letter on the, 
Influence of the moon on plants I will say 
that from experience I can vouch for what 
she says. I have been making vegetable 
and flower gardens and have tried both 
ways. All greens that bear on the top of 
the ground should be planted in the grow- 
ing of the moon and all that bear under 
ground In the falling of the moon. I have 
tried it vice versa and found mostly greens. 
I have two Dorothy Perkins climbing roses 
and planted one in the growing of the moon, 
and it Is a beautiful sight to behold when 
In bloom; the other was planted In the fall- 
ing of the moon and is no mora than three 
feet tall, whereas the other Is about ten. 
1 learned this from my motbsr-ln-law twen- 
ty-five year* ago. 

Mbs. J. O. T., Chicago.» 
Interesting as this question probably is to 

gardeners, I am afraid we cannot print any 
more communications on the subject this 

1 year. I trust those which have appeared 
have been of service to our agricultural 
readers. 

* * 

Cave No Address. 
I have seen the application for a posi- 

tion by an inexperienced but energetic 
woman woo signs herself Jeanet Name- 

Icsa,’ and I wish to *ay that I believe I 
could be of some service to her if I could 
get into communication with her, in case 

she lives in this vicinity. Mrs. S. \V.” 
As I said when I printed the plea of 

" Jeanet Nameless,' she gave no other 
name and no address, and I am therefore 
unable to put her in touch with this possi- 
ble assistance. If she sees this paragraph 
and writes to me I will be most happy to 
give her the name and address of the cor- 
respondent who believes she could be of 
service. 

* * 
An Amiti Violin. 

Can you aid me to dispose, of a violin 
made by Antonius Amati Cremonienals. 
Fecit anno dominl nostri, 161.V? 1 under- 
stand it to be valuable, but do not know 
where to write about it? S. B. K." 

U nless I ain much mistaken the appeal^ 
ance of this paragraph will call forth an 

early and an enthusiastic response. If 
your violin is what its inscription indicates 
you are right in thinking it is valuable and 
you will make a mistake if you part with 
it too readily. I cannot give you the name 
of a trustworfhy dealer, but I hope your 
letter will move some one to write to you 
and counsel you more wisely than I can do. 
An Amati violin has a reputation which 
puts a good specimen very high on the 
price list! I hold your address and will 
give it to any one seeking it with a riaw 
to advising you in the matter. 

# $ 

To Prevent Shrinking. 
" Will you please tell mo how to wash a 

white cotton voile dreoa so that It will not 
shrink? What will remove mustard stains? 

Mabel.” 
"Wash your white voile as you would any 

other cotton goods, ironing it while damp 
and stretching it a little as you do so. I 
know of no Infalllhle recipe for keeping it 
from shrinking. Mustard stains in white 
goods should come out If washed In cold 
water. If on & colored material I would try 
sponging with cold water, hut there is 

danger that the stain has changed the tfnt 
of the material. 

* * 

To Wash Curtains. 
" 1 have an easy way to wash curtains I 

would like to tell you shout. Wash and 
starch the curtains and while wet hang on 
the rod at the window. I’ut another cur- 
tain rod through the bottom hem and 
stretch the curtain smooth, using two tacks 
on each end to hold the rod dniwn against 
the window sill. The curtain will dry In a 
few mlnutes&nd fit the window exactly. All 
curtains except those with a lace edge 
may be washed In this simple and quick 
manner. F. B. B.” 

This sounds like the solution of a diffi- 
cult problem. The work of washing a 

pair of curtains Is as noffiing compared 
_to the bother of smoothing them so that 

they will be even when done. The plan 
you give sounds so simple and reasonable 
that the only wonder ia we have not all 
thought of It before. As we have not. \\ s 

are alt the more grateful to you for sug- 
gesting tt to US BOW. 


