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Such fellow* nre perfect In icreat com- 

mandera* name** 

And they will learn you by rote where 

service* are done. 

—Henry the Fifth. 

Work for Police Scouts 

Among the least desired and most 

contemptible creatures that can invest 

a city is the street corner “masher,” 
who stands on some prominent corner 

and ogles women as they pass by. This 

class is by no means confned to shal- 

low-pathed youths of the “Willie boy” 

type, but includes mature men whose 

very appearance betokens a bestial 

mind. 
Birmingham is not free from such 

parasites and one may see them on 

every fine afternoon indulging in the 

objectionable practice referred to. Oc- 

casionally one reads of a “masher” 

being arrested, ueualy on the com- 

plaint of some young lady, but arrests 

are rare as the records of the police 
court will show. There is a reason for 

this. A shrinking from unpleasant no- 

terity on the part of the young wom- 

en and a dread of police court pub- 
licity deters them from making com- 

plaint. 
Another and more dangerous type 

of the undesirable class is the “auto- 

mobile masher,” whose modu^ oper- 

andi is to drive along the streets of 

the city slowly and by motion invite 

passing women to a seat in the car, 

and then drive around a block, stop at 

9 the curb stone as the lady approaches 
and open the car door. Of course noth- 

ing is said up to this time, which 

makes the prosecution of this class 

somewhat difficult. A woman does 

not have to notice such proceedings, 
yet it is decidedly unpleasant to be 

the subject of such obnoxious atten- 

tion. An incident of this character 

happened last week and on one of the 

prinicpal thoroughfares dow'ntown; it 

is not the first instance that has come 

to the notice of the press. 
There is a good opoprtunity for de- 

tective work by some of the motor 

scouts of the police department. The 

apprehension of two or three ruffians 

of this type would go a long way to-! 
ward stopping such offensive prac- 

tices. 

Another Convict Scandal 
Alabama is bound to suffer from 

the undesirable advertising sure to 

come from the investigation of sensa- 

tional stories of mistreatment of con- 

victs in the turpentine camps of the 
southern part of the state. It may be 
that these accounts of brutality are 

exaggerated; it may be that the truth 
is worse than has yet been disclosed. 
In either case Alabama is not going 
to be benefited. 

Charges of cruelty and inhuman 
treatment of the wards of the state 

have been heard often in the past and 
will continue to be heard as long as 

the existing system, of leasing con- 

victs is maintained. The state is dis- 

graced in the eyes of its own citizens 
and in the eyes of the world at large. 
However evident it may be that only 
a few brutal guards are responsible 
for the outrages, the state as a whole 
is pilloried, and, it must be admitted, 
there is justice in the verdict, for the 
state as a whole is responsible for a 

system that makes such practices pos- 
sible. 

Removal of prisoners from the 
mines and the lumber and turpentine 
camps would mean a notable reform. 
The people are becoming educated re- 

garding the evils of present methods. 
They are going to demand a change. 

Birmingham-South American Trade 
The business men of Birmingham 

will have the opportunity tomorrow 
night of hearing the Panama canal 
and South American trade discussed 
by John Barrett of Washington, di- 
rector of the Pan-American union. 
This well known authority on Latin- 
America and its relation to trade with 
the United States will make an ad- 
dress at the Chamber of Commerce 
and will point out-some of the excep- 
tional advantages that Birmingham 
will have when the great canal is in I 

operation. 
JBvaiy city in the south will be ben-' 

L 

efited in a large way by the opening 
of the Panama canal. This district 
should be able to gain valuable re- 

sults from the start. 
Director Barrett enjoys the repu- 

tation of being an interesting talker. 
He understands th esituation thor- 

oughly and is full of important statis- 
tics. Mere facts and figures are not 

only dry but they are valueless unless 
intelligently related. Mr. Barrett will 
makes his statistics eloquent. He 
comes to Birmingham under the aus- 

pices of the Chamber of Commerce 
and his audience should be large and 
representative. 

Plenty of Revenue 
Senator Simmons says he is confi- 

dent that the new tariff bill as finally 
passed will raise more than enough 
money to run the government. He 
estimates that there will be an annual 
surplus of from $10,000,000 to $16,- 
000,000. Senator Simmons and Con- 
gressman Underwood have been con- 

servative in their computations re- 

garding the new tariff bill as a pro- 
ducer of revenue. They believe that 
sufficient funds will be provided to 

enable the government to live in its 
accustomed style and then have a 

little to lay away. 
It is to be hoped that Mr. jBimmons 

and Mr. Underwood are correct in 
their approximations. Nothing dis- 
turbs the voter like a deficit. He 
should know better, of course, but he- 
doesn’t. This country’s resources are 

too stupendous for it ever to feel real 
financial embarrassment as long as 

it remains at peace with the world. 
Its national debt is exceedingly small 
when compared to those of many of 
the nations of Europe. It is of no good 
use to hoard money in the treasury. 
The United States has no occasion for 
a big surplus. The voter will admit 
this, but he will shiver when he thinks 
of a deficit. Perhaps this prudeno^ is 
to fee commended. It at least serves as 

a check to riotous expenditures. 
The Wilson administration will be 

placed in a position of decided ad- 
vantage if the Underwood-Simmons 
bill really does provide a surplus of 
receipts over expenditures. It will be 
given a standing with the country 
that will permit it to go on with its 
programme of reform, upon which 
are things as important as the tariff 
and the currency. 

Regarding Regular Army Increase 
Many of the best war secretaries 

this country has had have been men 

without military experience. Secretary 
Garrison came into President Wil- 
son’s cabinet without experience in 
army matters, but he has taken hold 
of war department work with en- 

thusiasm and as he has displayed un- 

common ability in his legal profes- 
sion and as he is a man of business 
sense he. will doubtless distinguish 
himself in the department over which 
he presides. 

i he United btates army is now 

noted for its efficiency* but Secretary 
Garrison is determined to make it 
even more efficient if possible. The 
army staff and Secretary Garrisqn 
are in favor of abolishing the smaller 
army posts so that the regulars may 
be concentrated in larger bodies." This 
concentration plan would make for 
economy and would render the army 
more quickly serviceable in the event 
of war. 

Whether or not Secretary Garrison 
will recommend an increase in the 
regular army is not yet known to the 
public. While no one would expect 
Congress to maintain a large stand- 
ing army such as is maintained in Eu- 
ropean countries, a small ^crease 
would be worth while. The army now 

consists of about 80,000 enlisted men. 
Of this number a considerable lor- 

centage is on duty in the Philippines. 
While the Mexican situation looked 

ominous at one time, the probability 
is that war with the United States 
will be averted. President Wilson has 
handled the Mexican problem with 
patience, tact and wisdom, but the 
very fact that war _was threatened 
should make the powers that be re- 

sponsive to any reasonable request on 
the part of the war department for a 
moderate increase in the aruiy. An! 
addition of 10,000 enlisted men would 
certainly make the United States 
army more efficient in case of war; 
and efficiency counts for much in 
these days._ 

Post Wheeler Is charged with having 
evaded the dut^- on gasoline Imported 
Into Italy for his automobile. Once bitten 
by the "auto bug," there Is no telling 
when a man is going to swerve from the 

straight and narrow path. 

Because an American heiress who mar- 

ried a foreign count W'as observed push- 
ing tier own baby around in a perambu- 
lator, instead of letting a nurse do it, the 
cables fairly sizzled with details of the 
exciting event. 

Richard Croker has Issued a statement 
in which he bitterly assails the late 
Mayor Gaynor and lauds Charles F. Mur- 

phy as an honest man. Which goes to 
show that the tiger hasn’t changed his 

stripes. 

Castro claims his plans for the Vene- 
zuelan revolution were stolen In Germany. 
The revolution itself seems to have been 
stolen by some one in Venezuela. 

So far no Alabama man is suspected of 

having an annual income iii excess of 

$09,000. 

» 

French aviators are literally "flying 
away” from all their competitors theBe 
days. The latest achievement of a French 
aviator was flying across the Mediter- 
ranean. To offset Ihut feat M. Pegoud 
will have to turn another flip flop in 
the air. 

A woman who taught young ppople how 
to dance the tango was murdered in 
Chicago. However, it is not believed that 
the crime was committed by a militant re- 

former. 

Anna Held will be In our midst, so to 
speak, this week an dpromises to wear 
her diamond stockings. There is nothing 
like art for art's sake. 

Governor Hooper threatens to call the 
Tennessee legislature Into another extra 
session. How that man must hate his 
state! 

President Huerta, is keeping silent, but 
there Is every reason to believe that he 1b 
doing a considerable amount of gumshoe 
work. 

"Mysterious woman is being sought In 
the Sulzer trial We feared from the 
start that such would be the case. 

1--■ 

Polaire's pet pig lias passed away. Her 
press agent, being a man of action, will 
no doubt soon get her another. 

—————--- 

According to official estimates, the A. 
G. S. robbers stole either a postage stamp 
or *1,000,000. 

LIKE M'Lt'KH SAYS 
From the Cincinnati Enquirer. 

The reason a bride promises to love, 
honor and obey is because she doesnt 
know the fellow as well as she will about 
a year later. 

W'hat has become of the old fashioned 
man who wore reversible paper collars? 

The man who used to holler "Ah, there, 
my size!" when he was a boy, now has a 
son who says, "Oh, you kid!” » 

You can always tell when a woman Is 
fond of dress by the scanty amount of 
It she wears. 

A woman hasn't much use for her hus- 
band when she doesn't get any pleasure 
out of quarreling with him. 

No married man can ever •understand 
why a bachelor needs a vacation. 
if the fool killer would stay on the job 

-1 hours a day, about half the lawyers 
would have to go out of business. 
It takes the germ of suspicion to put 

the microbe of love on the fritz. 
A man can have a tine grouch against 

bis wife when he gets home because be 
didn't get a seat on a street car. 

Lots of men gel to the top, but only a 
few can stand the high altitude. 

Lots of people who can recite the story 
of Cain's wife can't remember the Ten 
Commandments. 

A good deal of the patience we hear 
about is nothing but lazines® 

If a married man doesn’t know that 
he is a fool It isn’t because his wife 
hasn’t told him so often enough. 

You can’t get any medicine In a man 
when he gets sick. But when a woman 
gets sick she wants a whole drug store. 

A woman knows you can't make an 
omelette out of a bgd efjg, but she will 
marry a man to reform him. 

A ll\t> BOY A YD *700 
From the New York World. 

Richard Tucklowfsky of Radue. Wis., 
is a bad boy six eyars old. He must be 
unusually bail, for he lias been arrested 
tin times. Recently he was consigned to 
a townswoman as a special guardian. 
She kept him straight two weeks. Then 
he stole two automobile clocks and tried 
to rob the house or the chief of police, 
and something had to be done about it. 

A Racine newspaper has set out to raise 
$.00 to send Richard to a St. Louis Bchool 
for abnormal children for one year, and 
money Is coming i:i last. In one year tho 
$7n0 will be gone and Richard will be 
seven years old instea'd of six. Perhaps 
he will be transformed; perhaps not. 

Suppose Richard Tucklowfsky were a 

good boy of six, as good as now he is 
bad. as promising as he is now unpromis- 
ing. Would It be so easy then to get to- 
gether $700 to give him an education? 
Unless Racine is as unusual a town as 

Richard is an unusual boy, It is not likely. 
People will frequently pay money to get 
rid of a bad boy! or in maudlin senti- 
ment will subscribe to "give him a 

chance.” The world’s good boys usually 
have .to take their chances as they come. 

JOHNNY WAS NOT GALLANT 
From an Exchange. 

The topic of a recent banquet turned 
to the rising generation, when Gov. John 
M. Haines retailed how little Johnny 
rather lingallantl? classified the gentle 
sex of the Indian tribes. 

The incident happened in a school one 

afternoon when the lesson was on the 
American Indian, and the teacher asked 
if any little boy or girl could tell her 
what the leaders of the various tribes 
were called. 

"They are called chiefs,” promptly an- 

nounced a bright little girl in response to 
the question. 

"Correct!” said the teacher, smiling ap- 
provingly. "Now, then, can any one of 
you tell me what the women of the Indian 
tribes are called?” 

For a moment there was silence. Every 
pupil in the class was thinking hard. 

"Finally, little Johnny Brown’s hand shot 
up. 

"Well, Johnny,” said the teacher, "what 
are the women of the Indian tribes 
called?” * 

"Miss Chiefs,” proudly answered 
Jphnny. 

POINTED PARAGRAPHS 
From the Chicago News. 

If a \voilman isn't ‘particular she is pe- 
culiar. 

It’s easier to hear of ghosts than it is 
to see them. 

Tlie umbrella lias its ups and downs, but 
it never kicks. 

Some women worry about worries they 
might have had butxlidn’t. 

The successful man never tells you what 
he is going to do next. 

If it is the right kind of a home a boy 
will never run away from it. 

The father of twins knows whether two 
can live as cheaply as one. 

One pretty girl will inspire more fem- 
inine envy than a dozen clever ones. 

The young man who shows up with an 

engagement ring is apt to get the glad 
hand. 

A woman may not even want to know 
her own inind until after she has changed 
it four or five times. 

After a man hasjoafed around awhile 
waiting for ids ship to come in he is will- 
ing to compromise on a schooner, 

i 1 How happy the average married man 
! wouM he if he were only half as well sat- 
isfied with Ids wife as be is with him- 
self! 

It isn’t necessary for a young man to 
take careful aim when kissing a girl. She 
is usually on the job and shifts the target 

'•o he can’t miss. 

IN HOTEL LOBBIES 
Influence* Affect lag Cotton Market 

I lie cotton market hus already begun 
fo the strengthening influence of 
some proposed and nearly consumated 
legislation regulating sale of cotton fu- 
tures,” said a former cotton man. 

“October cotton has reached 14.10c on 
the New York boards; in 1010 that month 
reached 14.90c, AH sorts of reasons are 

advanced, but T see the main one in the 
fact that in the near future, by reason 
of legislation, contracts on the ‘future 
boards’ will have to represent merchant- 
able, spinnable cotton, of an agreed 
grade; that Relieving this, the bulls have 
been buying freely of futures; and the 
further fact that all spots are being read- 
ily taken at the interior markets. And 
well they may be, for, from present indi- 
cations, the crop coming to market will 
be all needed and more. I think it will 
turn 14,000,000 bales of the standard size, 
all classes. 

“Texas has been steadily Increasing her 
crops, even if there is a slip back any 
one year. For instance, she produced 5,- 
000,000 bales last year, but It is estimated 

make only 4,000,000 this crop year 
(1913-14). 1 think 500,000 bales may be added 
to this last figure, because it has come tof 
be a fact that with improved cultivation, 
late seasons, together with late frosts, 
adds much ^to the fruiting of healthy, 
vigorous plants. Now, Texas rarely has 
a killing frost before the fhiddle of No- 
vember, and most frequently not until 
the first week in December. Here in the 
central cotton belt, as to geographical 
position, with Memphis as the center, 
killing frost# occjir sometimes the first 
week in October, but rarely. For 30 years 
the record shows that killing frosts oc- 

curred in the Memphis territory only 
twice October 2, whereas the common av- 
erage lies between October 12 and Novem- 
ber 15. This is Interesting for the reason 

that with late killing frosts blooms prior 
to September 25 will mature. Ught, early 
frosts help cotton in hastening maturity 
and opening late boils.” 

RiimIiipmm ConcpruN ami Polltcnei»» 
A New York man writing to The Sun 

makes observations upon the courteous 
tendency of service corporation in that 
city, and what lits the situation in the 
great metropolis applies equally, no 

doubt, to the manners in vogue in cities 
in different parts of the country. The 
New Yorker said: 

“People judge a public service corpora- 
tion or any business concern by the con- 
duct of those of its employes with whom 
they come in contact; if these show' cour- 
teous consideration it is easy to believe 
that they' are but obeying the moving 
impulse of the man at the head. Such 
master, shell man. 

“And In all written communications 
from such concerns, or from department 
heads, we are likely now to find the note 
of politeness very clearly struck; we may 
get from the very' biggest concerns let- 
ters that show a manifest desire to be 
courteous, all very agreeable. To be sure 

not everybody >'et show-s this desire; 
there are some who have not yet awak- 
ened to this tendency of the times, and 
then there are some, struggling in their 
awakening, who are bungling in their ef- 
forts in this direction. But it may safely 
be said that the great mkjority of public 
service corporations and of business con- 

cerns now seek to serve the public ae- 

ceptably, with all due consideration. And 

tjiis Is all certainly delightful. 
“The greatest thing in the world Is 

good martyrs. Nothing so much softens 
the asperities of life, nothing so much 
makes life, for all of us, comfortable and 
worth living. And certainly we are im- 
proving in our manners. We are get- 
ting on.” 

Alabama Good Bonds Association 
“Indications point to a large meeting 

of the Alabama Good Roads association 
w’hich will take olace in Mobile Novem- 
ber 20, 21, 22,“ said a prominent good- 
roads man. 

^The railroads will give reduced rates 
and the ‘people of the state are becom- 
ing enthused on the subject. Secretary 
J. A. Rountree of the Alabama Good 
Roads association lias just returned from 
Mobile where he was invited by the 
Chamber of Commerce to go over plans 
In detail. Many courtesies were extended 
to him by representative bodies and 
prominent citizens of Mobile. Luncheon 
was tendered to him by Mr. W, H. 

Monk, chairman of the Good Roads con- 

vention committee of the Chamber of 
Commerce, and at that luncheon were 

the officers of the civic bodies and also 
President John Craft and a number of 
other prominent members of the Alabama 
Good Roads association. Secretary Roun- 
tree told of the distinguished visitors who 
had accepted invitations to attend the 
convention and he outlined the work that 
had been done up to this time. Among 

L^ie features of the convention will be 
an old fashioned oyster roast and auto- 
mobile rides, as well as boat rides on the 

bay. 
“Good roads week will be a gala occa- 

sion in Mobile. There wHl be a good 
roads exhibit, and the cjty officials and 
citizens in general will do everything in 
their pow'er to make the visitors welcome. 
Secretary Rountree Is delighted with the 
enthusiasm over the coming meeting in 
Mobile.” 

Progressive Cities 

I “Birmingham is growing very rapidly, 
and so is Atlanta," said I j. F. Thornwell 
of Chicago. 

"Other cities are growing fast, but I 

happen to be -well acquainted with At- 

uaqtaand Birmingham. This city is perhaps 
growing at a faster rate than the great 

metropolis, but Atlanta will never stand 

still. Atlanta has a population now of 

between v17o,000 and 180,000, and I would 

say that Birmingham had the same. 

"Atlanta is credited in the World Al- 

manac in ^he table of statistics of cities 

with a population of 225.000. It is a mis- 

take for cities to exaggerate. Atlanta had 

a population of 154,000 in the last census, 

and if it has 180,000 today her people 
should be satisfied. I would not be sur- 

prised if Atlanta’s population reached 

260.000 by 1920. Birmingham will cer- 

tainly do as well as that and probably 
50.000 better. 

"When I was here for the first time 
nearly 10 years ago I predicted that Bir- 
mingham would be in the 100,000 class in 

1910. The federal census gave it nearly 
183,000? which attracted attention all over 

the United States.” 

New York Ntork Market 
“Henry Clews in his Saturday review, 

says in part: 
“The market for Stock Exchange se- 

curities appears to have reached what 
may be termed a position of hesitation. 
There has been a substantial advance 
that has covered a period of three months 
and successful operators find encourage- 
ment to yike profits. This feature has 

[ been the source of distinct irregularity 
in financial circles this week, though the 
price level lias nevertheless not suffered 
severely and suggests that there is still 

1 Available a demand for securities to 

check the development of excessive 
weakness. Thus it is evident that a 

traders’ market is still here, which offers 
a favorable opportunity for alert and 
well Informed operators. 

“The new currency bill Is complex and 
in many respects will prove a difficult 
measure to place in practical operation. 
It contemplates a radical change in 
American methods of doing business and 
tin* substitution 'herefor of trade condi- 
tions that have grown up hand in hand 
with tlie antiquated systems of Europe. 
Indeed. I do not believe that the Bank of 
England could be re-established today if 
for any reason there had been a lapse in 
its existence. It is of course so well 
established and so well managed that it 
will probably endure forever. But that 
is not an argument that we should at- 

tempt to provide either a central ba;ik 
or a federation of central banks in our 

own country. I am not one of those who 
believe that the regional system will 
prove effective in spreading^he financial 
center throughout the country. In prac- 
tice the regional'bank at New York will 
become the dominating bank. As long 
as New York Is to remain the financial 
center of the country, ft will set the pace 
or name the conditions that will prevail 
and be followed elsewhere. Merchandise 
is sold in tills country on an entirely dif- 
ferent baBis than on which it Is sold 
in Europe. A manufacturer here, for 

instance, offers a certain discount for 
cash, 10 days or 30 days or other periods, 
according to the custom in his particular 
line, lie borrows from his bank on his 
note to pay his bills promptly and secure 
the discounts; and if it is found that lie 
is not taking advantage of these dis- 
counts, which are usually more remun- 

erative than at which he can borrow, it 
means that his bankers will become cau- 

tious in their dealings with him. It will 
take some time to change this system to 
that of specific bills drawn against mer- 

chandise such as are In use abroad. 
“A simpler and I think more practical 

plan for banking and currency adjust- 
ment is) I believe, the one I suggested 
in these advices under date of August 
23. We have an excellent currency sys- 
tem of our own that Is defective in only 
one important particular, namely, in re- 
gard to its*lnelastieity. This is the fea- 
ture that needs remedying. There is no 

need of finding a substitute for the pres- 
ent $700,000,000 national bank noj.es or the 
$360,000,000 United States government 
greenbacks. They are eon'cededly both 
safe and sound. We have also available 
a $500,000,000 reserve fund act to provido 
emergency circulation as a preventive of 
panics. The A idiich-Vreeland act, under 
which this $500,000,000 emergency circula- 
lation becomes available, expires' next 
June and should, I believe, be renewed 
and continued purely as an emergency 
measure. But In addition, in order to 

provide elasticity when neither panics 
are present nor grave emergencies threat- 

en, there should be made available say 

$250,000,000 notes that are less expensive 
than the emergency notes. The object 
of these notes would be to privide funds 
for crop moving purposes, especially for 

the south and west, ojh! be speedily re- 

tired after the crop movement lias cul- 

minated." 

The Rotary Club 

"Birmingham is a great club town and 
one of the livest of all the clubs is the 
Rotary club," said a man who has just 
been elected a member. 

"The rotarians are evidently a band of 

brothers, for one feature of the organiza- 
tion is a cordial welcome extended to 

j new members. Within the past few days 

j I have received letters from a score or 

more of rotarians welcoming me into the 

order.* This 1 take it, is a form of ini- 

tiation. It is. at any rate, a very grace- 

ful custom. 
"The Rotary luncheon Wednesday will 

doubtless be a notable event, 1 wouldn't 
miss it." 

FRANCE’S BIG VINTAGE 
From the New York Telegram. 

In 1912 the total supply of wine 
available in France was 60,990,175 hec- 

tolitres—1.707,724,900 gallons—as com- 

pared with 47,200.931 hectolitres in the 

previous year. 
The area covered by vines was 3,877,- 

8S0 acres last year, or 108,655 acres less 
than in 1911. The average yield per 
hectare ta hectare is just about 2% 
acres) was 1000 gallons, as compared 
witli 784 gallons for 1911 and 504 gal- 
lons for 1910. 

in Algeria the production amounted 
to 186,793,068 gallons, and the stock in 

hand is put at 2.722,608 gallons. 
Tlie British consul general in Paris, 

who gives these figures in his annual 

report, stated with regard to the vint- 
age, that the qualities of the wine will, 
no doubt, vary considerably, but are ex- 

pected on the whole to be fairly sat- 

isfactory. “The red and white wines 
from Algeria, which are largely used 
for blending purposes in France, have 
been exceptionally good, though the 
crop lias been smaller as a whole. 

"The production of claret has been 

plentiful an dof good quality. The yield 
of Burgundy lias been fair, and it has 
turned out to be better than could be 
hoped for last summer. The want of 
warm weather during 1912 affected 
sauternes, and they will consequently 
be drier than usual. Brandy is of ex- 

cellent quality, and will probably be 
sold for higher prices than last year. 

"With regard to champagne, the 
warm autumn had a beneficial effect 
after the bad weather, and prevented a 
failure of the crop, which was general- 
ly expected. Good sparkling wines of 
a light kind are reported to have been 
produced in large quantities." _ 

STBEI, < Alls AGAIN SAVE GIVES 
From the New York World. 

The two Long Island electric trains that 
crashed together yesterday near Collego 
Point were much lighter than the long 
express trains that were In rear-end col- 
lision on the New Haven road three 
weete ago, hut the far higher speed if 
a h*d-on collision produced a terrific 
force of impact. In one accident 21 pas- 
sengers were killed; In the other, none, 
though three trainmen lost their lives. 

The Long Island trains were Jjoth made 
up of steel cars. Intelligent and honest 
criticism of such cars lias generally beei/ 
directed toward two supposed dangers: 
the one, that they would telescope in col- 

lision, imprisoning If no{ crushing the 
passengers; the other, that when used 
upon third-rail tracks they would become 
fatal conductors of electricity and Jtlll 
their occupants with the powerful cur- 

rent. 
Neither of these fears were realized yes- 

terday. The electric current seems not to 
have caused any trouble. And'lnstead of 

being telescoped, as were two of the New 
HavetYs flimsy wooden coaches by the 

engine of the White Mountain express, 
the steel ears buckled and crumpled, 
crushing the drivers In their compart- 
ments, Indeed, but sparing the lives of 

the pansengers. 
No precautions of planning, no art of 

car builders, can ever make up for the 
'lack of careful management, discipline 
and attention. But In repeated testa the 
steel/ ear is proving its case as a saver 
of I lyes when collisions do occur 
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! WORK OF NEW MEMBERS 
Ur Bill, VINES N 

WASHINGTON'. September 'J8. 
(Special.)—It take* a brand new 

congressman to hand the hot 
stuff to the trusts. When the predatory 
Interests gets a slant at a new congress- 
man they certainly have a “wriggle” com- 

ing to them, for they are the inspiration 
for a lot of red hot resolutions, bills and 
investigations inspired in the mind of 
the late arrival in congressional circles 
who feels it fnsumbent upon him to stand 
between the people and the octopus. 

Now that the tariff bill and -the cur- 

rency bill have practically disappeared 
from the legislative horizon, there looms 
up large and ominous in the gloaming va- 

rious and sundry trust bills, ranging from 
penal servitude for the man who Is caught 
with as much as four bones to tlhe electric 
chair for the interlocking director. 

In the fevered braths of the hidebound 
reformer there arises a natural suspicion 
of all business of more than ordinary size 
and the firm conviction that no man can 
be a patriot who is above want. In the 

currency bill, a new member—a man of 
more than ordinary Intelligence—in a pri- 
vate conversation declared that the cur- 

rency legislation Just passed by the House 
was the most gigantic joke of the season. 
Through a combination of crooked circum- 

stances—according to his view—the big 
banks of the country had falsely placed 
themselves in attitude of antagonism to 
the currency bill, when as a matter of 
fact they wanted it, while the small hanks 
who were professing in favor of the bill 
were "doped” into assuming this position 
when they really did not know anything 
about it. 

Trust legislation is the next step of the 
administration. Remedial measures are 

needed, but upon this question, following 
so soon upon the steps of the tariff bill, 
Congress must proceed with caution. For 
if an overdose of the kind of medicine 
the late arrivals in the House want to 

prescribe to the business interests of the 
United States is administered, the country 
is scheduled for some pretty severe 

! knocks, and the man who has any reason 

to feel#apprehensive on account of the 
new income tax will need shock absorbers 
all over his system. 

But the country may he congratulated 
that it has a leader in the White House 

who has discrimination enough to tell the 

difference between legitimate and honest 

competitve trade and an illegal combina- 

tion which seeks to hike the cost of living 
till the harried ultimate consumer shrieks 

with perplexity over the problem of mak- 

ing his meager income hide the naked- 

ness of his growing-expense, 'i'lugi legis- 
lation is to follow, und that early in De- 

cember—the trusts must now begin to 
realize that the democratic legislative 
programme is just first one blamed thing 
after another, first there is the tarif which 
drew from them sundry moans and groans 
as they saw fat dividends grow lean with 
the paring; then came the currency bill, 
which makes another Inroad on their pow- 
ers, and to follow is a definite and set 
programme to frame new laws that they' 
must not violate. The President lias an- 
nounced that he came into office wltti a 

very firm idea as to trust legislation which 
grew out of his experience as governor 
of New Jersey. In the Interim Attorney 
General McReynolds is paving the way 
by getting rid as rapidly as possible of 
all district attorneys in Important places 
"who were political appointees, and put- 
ting democrats In their places who are in 
sympathy with the democratic programme 
against the trusts. 

But the legitimate business man need 
not fear. The barking of the violent agi- 
tator in Congress is no indication of the 
real course which will be followed. Great 
railroad systems will not be crippled be- 
cause they are great rujjroad systems 
alone—there must be otner reasons for 
attacking them, if they are attacked. 
There are enough real vlolaters of tile 
statute laws, and all other laws, to keep 
the department of justice busy for the 
whole four years of the present adminis- 
tration in pursuit of the people who liave 
elevated the cost of living .in the repub- 
lic to a point where it takes a spy glass 
for' the common people to get close 
enough to talk over the telephone to it, 
without their disturbing those who are 

even half why doing the right thing. 
• Thfe danger to business—legitimate busi- 
ness—comes front the violent and bitter 
attacks without warrant and reason, often 
indulged in, with perfectly honest Inten- 
tions of the new member of Congress who 
wants to plunge into the leadership of the 
House before he is fully dressed for the 
party. 

No problem so far tackled by the ad- 
ministration presents more perplexing 
difficulties than the trust problem. Bht 
after witnessing the manner in which tha 
tariff and the currency measures have 
been handled the country may very com- 

placently allow the administration to pro- 
ceed with the new question and need not 
indulge Itself in the series of perfectly 
good shudders that made the financial 

districts throw fits all through the pass- 
age of the former bills. 

DRINK AND THE PERFECT LADY 

From the Louisville Courier-Journal, 

JUDGE 
VAN FLEET, in sentencing 

Diggs anrl Caminetti, says that theirs 
was “a crime of opoprtunity” In 

that the laxity of social conditions and | 
the lack of parental control made it pos- 

sible. He adds that the “paralyzing intlu- 
ence of drink” in its effect upon the 

morals of the young girls In the case has 

been made apparent, and that “the de- 

basing influence of the saloQg} and road- 

house is too disgustingly apparent. I 

make the observation here that society 
must pay the price for permitting the ex- 

istence of -these places.” 
Society will, of course, pay the price, 

and continue to permit the debasing influ- 

ence to exist, for society is made up of 

many units, and there is never a very 

strong public opinion in favor of the pro- 
curement of higher morality by both en- 

acting and enforcing legislation looking 
to the elimination of temptation. There is, 

of course, frequently a majority for the 

enactment of highly moral legislation, but 

there the matter stops. This being true 

it is up to the family to keep its house 

in order or participate in the payment 
of tlie price. 

Some 30 years ago the late Bill Nye, 
decidedly and undeniably a humorist, al- 
though not a producer of literature, made 

his readers laugh uproariously by describ- 
ing a woman as “a perfect lady, but a 

trifle drunk.” The juice of the jest, 
need it be said, lay in the fact that al- 

though the lather inconsistent expression, 
“a perfect gentleman, but a trifle drunk.” 
was occasionally heard, the inconsistency 
became glaring when the same descrip- 
tion was applied to a woman. In those 

days there wew. of course, women of | 
social standing who indulged in the social j 
glass at social gatherings. But the worn- I 
an who was popularly regarded, or who- 

regarded herself “a perfect lady,” did 

not drink intoxicants in restaurants or at I 

roadhouses. 

against the unchaperoned American girl 

spending evenings automobiling witl> a 

young man, and"visiting public eating and 

drinking places. The convention exists 
without much regard to social caste. But 

everyone who knows anything about so- 

cial life In America knows how generally 
it Is disregarded even in what are called 

conventional circles. The popular idea is 

that the American girl's sense of re- 

sponsibility has been so well developed 
that chaperonage in tills country is un- 

necessary. The complacent observation 
that the American girl does not have to 

be kept under the eye oC a chaperone is 

common In America. The cynical French- 
man's often heard reply Is that If Amer- 

ican parents could see their daughters 
running at large in Europe, and appear- 

ing unconcernedly in places where French 
women of good character would not lie 

seen, they might feel loss complacent. 
Both at home and abroad American 

girls allow themselves, "and are virtually 
allowed by parents, a latitude in the se- 

lection of their diversions that is quite 
surprising to*the European. The increas- 
ing popularity of the social glass, which 
is the inevitable result of our social sys- 

tem, constitutes a debasing influence tlrnt 

must be admitted even if it may not he 

eliminated. 
Twenty years ago in modish circles, 

where the example is always set for 
Uhe less modish and pretty consistently 
followed, men did not smoke “in the pres- 

ence of ladles" without permission, and 
did not ask permission to enliven an even- 

ing In the drawing room by smoking. 
Nowadays, in what is called smart so- 

t^ety in the larger centers of popula- 
tion, the young man doesn't ask to be 
permitted to smoke, hut asks the young, 
woman If she will join him, and frequently 
the invitation is accepted. The same feel- 
ing of good comradeship exists rather 
widely about the highball or cocktail. 
Under our boasted system of training girls 
so that the chaperone becomes an obso- 
lete institution, the tete-a-tete drink at 
restaurant, rathskeller or roadhouse 
seems quite “possible'' to tire American 
girl of social standing. Convention is 

against the tete-a-tete in a public place 
more than against the social glass, but 
tlie lesson that chaperonage is mere form- 

» 

nlity has been well taught and well 
learned, and why not the tete-atete and 
the cocktail? The argument fits the 
temptation. There is no biological or 

psychological or physiological reason 

why the philosophy that one good drink 
deserves another should not appeal to 
the feminine as well as the masculine 
mind, when once the burs against the 
tete-a-tete evening and the social glass 
are down. The debasing influence and the 
frequency of radios I results are well 
known to the young man about town. 

Roadhouses and saloons, and the eut- 
drlnk-and-be-merry places of public en- 

tertainment, which are called cafes, and! 
at the moment, cabarets, are institutions 
that wflll not be abolished. So is the 
American institution of a purely formal 
Chaperonage and a virtual honor system 
for young women of all social castes. 
Drink, even a little of it, and perfect 
lady-flood constitute, to say tile least, a 

difficult and an Improbable combination 
when the (Irlnk is taken amid such sur- 

roundings. it is upon the difficulty und 
the improbability that the calculating pur- 
chaser of the drink counts. 

The “laxity of social conditions” upon 
which, the California Judge comments is 
a matter generally admitted to exist. But. 
as Mark Twain said of the weather, 
everybody talks about It, but nobody does 1 
anything about it. 

WOMEN IN MEN'S CLOTHES 
From the London Chronicle. 

An American woman lies petitioned 
President Wilson for a permit to dress ns 
a man, on the ground that in male at- 
tire she can earn $15 a week, or more 
than twice as 'much as when hampered 
by skirts. In Franco such permits are 
granted hy the local police without any 
great difficulty, provided a substantial 
reason Is shown for the application. Rosa 
Bonheur used to dress as a m*ri, and so 
did a widely known writer. Mme. ile Mon- 
tifaud, who died last year; while Mme. 
DIeulafoy, the explater, grew to like 
men s attire so well when oil her travels 
that she wears It on all occnflons. Ac- 
cording to a French law passed in the 
eighteenth century, any woman growing a 
beard lias ipso facto, the right to dress 
like a man. 

ode TO AUTUMN 
By John Keats. 
Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness, 
Close bosom friend of the maturing sun; 
Conspiring with him how to load and 

bless 
With fruit the vines that round til* 

match eaves run; 
To bend with upples the moss'd cottage 

trees, 
And 1111 all fruit with ripeness to the 

core: 
To swell the gourd, and plump the hazel 

shells 
With a sweet kernel; to set budding 

more. 
And still more, later flowerfc for the bees, 
Until they think warm days will never 

cease; 
For Summer has o'erbrimmed their clam- 

my cells. 

Who hath seen not thee oft amid thy 
store? 

Sometimes whoever seeks abroad mav 
find p ■ 

Thee sitting careless on a granary floor, 
Thy hair soft lifted by the winnowing 

wind; 
Or on a haif-reap'd furrow sound asleep, 
Drowsed witli tile fume of poppies, while 

thy hook 
Spares the next swath and all its twined 

flowers; • 

And sometimes like a gleaner thou dost 
keep 

Steady thy laden head across a brook; 
Or by a cider press, with patient look, 
Thou watchest the last oozings, hours hy 

hours. 

WTiere are the songs of 8pring? Ay, 
where are they? 

Think not of them, thou hast thy music, 
too. 

While barred clouds bloom the soft dying 
day 

And touch the stubble plains with rosy 
hue; I 

Then In a wailful -choir the small gnat* 
mourn 

Among the river shallows, borne aloft 
Or sinking as the light wind lives or dies; 
And full grown lambs load bleat from 

hilly bourn; 
Hedge crickets sing, and no- i, 

1 soft 
The red breast whistles fr 

croft; 
And gathering swallows t 
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