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REFUGEES MG TO 
TREES IN EFFORT TO 
ESCAPE DEATH IN 
THE FLO® DISTRICT 

Fifty Persons, Mostly Ne- 
groes, Reported Drowned 

at Sunnyside, on Low- 
er Brazos 

COLQUITT ISSUES 
AN APPEAL ASKING 
AID FOR SUFFERERS 

Between 400 and ,500 Marooned at 

San Felipe—Several Planters Res- 

cued—Rapid Fall in Temper- 
ature Heightens Suffering 

Houston, Tex, December <1.—To- 

night's dispatches Increased the num- 

ber of known deed In the Texas floods 

to 61, with the possibility that a heavy 
toll of drowning* reported but not yet 

confirmed, at Sunnyslde, In Waller 

county, would Increase this number. 

I'ke additional known deaths In today** 
reports Included four at Hnngerfonl 
and a like number near Wellborn. 

The crest of the Brazos river flood 

tonight was uearlng Brazoria county, 
which borders on the gulf, and the 

peak of the Colorado river flood was 

approaching Matagorda county, also on 

the gulf. 
As th§ water passed southward the 

damage incident to the overflow grew 

correspondingly. The director of the 

weather bureau here said lie did not ex- 

pect the Brazos floods to pass Into the 
gulf before Wednesday. 

Reports last nlglit from Wellborn that 
12 negroes and a Mexican had been 
drowned on the Allen plantation, at the 
junction of the Navasota and Brazos 
rivers, and that 25 negroes had met death 
In the flood waters on the Parker plan- 
tation in the same vicinity, were not con- 

firmed today. 
Gov. O. B. Colquitt today Issued an ap- 

peal to the people of Texas, asking aid for 
the flood sufferers. 

Fifty Reported Drowned 
Fifty persons, mostly negroes, are re- 

ported to ha vs been drowned at Sunny- 
side, a small town on the lower Brazos 
according to a long distance telephone 
■message received by the Post early to- 

night. The message said between 400 and 

JO persons are marooned on a small 
mound at San Felipe and are In great 

danger. A special train loaded with mo- 

tor boats was dispatched from Houston 
to rescue them. 

J. R. Garrett, a planter, who tele- 

phoned to Houston for assistance, re- 

ported that the entire Brazos bottom In 
Waller county in flooded, that a number 
of houses had floated away and that 

refugees were clinging to trees1 and house- 

tops. Boats arc being constructed us rap- 

idly as possible to rescue those imperiled. 
Bunnyside is eight miles north of Brook- 

shire. Mr. Garrett said that warding was 

given the residents of the lowlands of 

the approaching flood yesterday, but that 
many of them refused to leave their 
homes. 

Andrew Buchanan and C. D. Deman, 
plantation owners, are among those re- 

ported missing. 

Wellborn, Tex., December 7.—The task 

of rescue along the 40 miles of flooded 
Brazos valley today was succeeded by 
the problem of providing for 2000 or more 

refugees. Reports from the flooded terri- 
tory today brought by motorboats showed 
that between 700 and 1000 persons are ma- 

rooned in gin houses and large plantation 
residences, safe from the flood, but In ur- 

gent need of food and clothing. 

Missing Planters Safe 
Several missing planters were found to 

be saie, among them John lC. Parker and 
John Gordon, who were in Parker’s rel- 
iance, and C. W. Bbmas and Walter Mc- 
iregor, who reached Clay station on the 
west side of the river. Arch Goodwin, a 

Wealthy planter, still has not been heard 
from. Alex Ewing was reported In a pre- 
carious position In the attic of his house. 

At all of the marooned colonies food was 

scarce today. More than 50 persons w'ere 

opposite Horse Shoe bend and 60 more 

In Newsome’s gin, opposite Koppe’s 
bridge. In the Parker residence were SO, 
and similar numbers in all the plantation 

(Continued on Page Eight) 

THREE KILLED AND 
ONE IS WOUNDED 
IN CALUMET DISTRICT 

Four Shot While Asleep in Their Beds 
in Mining Zone — Indignation 

Aroused Over Murders 

Calumet, Mt«*h., December 7.—Arthur 
and Harry James were killed, Thomas 

Dally was fatally wounded and Mary 
Nicholson was seriously injured by^rifle 
bullets fired before daylight today into 

the apartment house in which they lived. 
The James brothers came here yesterday 
from Toronto and obtained employment In 

the Copper Range Consolidated mine, 
whose men are among those on strike. 
They stopped with Dally, a miner. Miss 

Nicholson lived with her father, who oc- 

cupied the other side of the Dally apart- 
meht house. 

All of the victims wrere in bed when 

shot. Three kinds of rifle bulletsv were 

imbedded in the walls of the house, and 
the difference in style of bullets led to 

the belief that at least three men tired 
the 10 or 12 shots, fcflx men are under 
arrest on suspicion. 

The murders aroused great indignation 
throughout the strike zone and mass 

meetings were held In different places to- 

day. Speakers condemned acts of lawless- 
ness of which the murders today were the 
latest. Resolutions were adopted de- 

manding that the sheriff use all means to 

bring the law breakers to justice, and 
urging all law abiding citizens to unite 
In giving peace officers assistartce in re- 

storing normal conditions to the strike 
district. 

The strikers held meetings and speakers 
exhorted the men to stick to the federa- 
tion of miners and to be prepared to de- 
fend their homes from raids from of- 
Pcers. 

MONGOMERY WARD 
PASSES AWAY AFTER 
REMARKABLE CAREER 

Chicago Merchant Who Rose From 
Day Laborer to Presidency of 

Big Establishment Dead 

Chicago. December 7.—Aaron Mont- 

gomery Ward, who rose from a day 
laborer to the presidency of a mail 
order house, died today at his residence 
at Highland Park. The multi-millionaire 
was 70 years old. 

Death resulted from a complication 
of diseases which developed after two 
falls, About two years ago Mr. Ward 
slipped on the running board of an au- 

tomobile at Pasadena, Cal., and broke 
one arm and a shoulder blade. Six weeks 
ago he fell in his home and fractured 
his right hip. The kidneys were in- 
jured and pneumonia set in. 

Mr. Ward was born at Chatham, N. 
J., February 17, 1843, the family com- 

ing west when he was 8 years old. Ho 
advanced himself by his own endeavors 
until at his death his wealth Is relia- 
bly estimated at $15,000,000. 

Mr. Ward's long continued efforts to 
prevent the erection of buildings in 
Grant park, won for him the name of 
•The Watchdog of the Lake Front.” At 

oxu* time there were 46 projects for 
buildings in thu park, and he fought 
these projects in the face of general op- 
position. Two years ago the state su- 
preme court handed down a decision 
projdblthig the erection buildings oi* 
the lake front. 

DRY DOCKS NEEDED 
ON PACIFIC COAST 

Daniels Seeks Authority From Con- 
gress to Enter Into Unusual Con- 

tract with Dock Owners 

Washington. December 7.—Absolute ne- 

cessity for dry docks on the Pacific coast 
in which the great battleships of the At- 
lantic fleet can be docked when they pass 
through the Panama caual. has led Sec- 
retury Daniels to seek authority front 
Congress to enter Into an unusual con- 
tract with private dock owners. The col- 
lapse of the great Pearl Harbor dock In 
Hawaii, which was to have been the 
mainstay of the navy on the west coast, 
and the Inaccessibility of the Mare Island 
navy yard basins until a great deal of 
dredging has been done, has reduced the 
naval resources on the west coast to one 
dock at Puget sound, entirely too dis- 
tant from the Panama canal to meet 
naval needs. 

The secretary therefore proposes to con- 
tract with a private corporation which 
already owns docks at the entrance of 
San Francisco harbor to construct another 
great dock capable of handling the dread- 
nulights on the basis of a guaranteed com- 
pensation In so many thousand tons of 
naval docking per annum. 

NEIL withdraws 
HIS CANDIDACY 

Washington, December 7.—(Special.) 
Owing to the announcement of the ap- 
pointment i>t A. D. Pitts of Dallas, as- 

sistant district attorney for the south- 
ern district, R. E. L. Nell, after a con- 
ference with the department of justice 
decided to withdraw his application for 
the United States marshalship for tile 
same district, Mr. Nell, being himself 
from Dallas. It is understood that he 
will be taken care of in some other po- 
sition. 
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ARMY LACKS ARTILLERYMEN 
TO MAN THE FORTIFICATIONS 

Chief of Coast Artillery Brings Situation to Attention of War 

Department in Report—Fortifications Completed Ex- 

cept Proposed Batteries at Cape Henry, Va., 
and San Pedro, Cal. 

Washington, December 7.—With all 

»f the- ffBat gon batteries, planned for 

til* United* States seacoast defenses 
by the Eadloott board 27 yearB ago, 

Bearing completion, the army faces a 

•erlouf problem In the lack of artllery- 
men to man the fortifications. Thlt 
lltuatlort was brought to the attention 
it the WSP department today In the an- 

nual report <of Brigadier General E. M. 

Weaver, chief Of ooaet artillery. He 

reported that his corps had "less than 

bne-fourth of one relief" available for 
Sermane4t duty' In the batteries, and 
The organised military was not pro- 

oar^d to furnish Its required quota of 
eserves. 
All the fortifications planned by the 

Endlcott board havo been completed, 
the report said, except the proposed 
lotteries to Cape Hertry to defend 

; Chesapeake bay, and Ban Pedro, Cal., 
ihe port of Los Angeles, which havo 
seen added to the ports to be defended. 

I Appropriations already have been 
■Mb tat both of tbeso projects. 

\ ■. i1 / 

For the home pons of the United 
States General Weaver said there now 
remains to perfect in the gun defense 
only the completion of the supply of 
ammunition and the extension of the 
standard fire control system with 
searchlights and these are being sup- 
plied at a satisfactory rate. 

The Urneral reported, however, a 
very unsatisfactory condition in peri 
sonnel. The corps at present is short 
477 officers and 11,280 enlisted men, 
of the strength required to man the 
defenses. To add to the difficulty, he 
pointed out, heavy drafts must he made 
upon the corps to man the oversea de- 
fenses, and after they have been pro- 
vided for there will remaoln but 319 of- 
ficers and 7267 regular coast artillery 
troops for the service of the gun bat- 
teries of the continental United Stater. 

The last report shows. General 
Weaver added, that the militia coast 
artillery available is composed of only 
127 companies. 468 officers and 7234 en- 
listed" men and he recommended that 
the states be urged to provide their 
due proportion of coast artillery troops 
and that Congress be asked to provide 
the troops necessary to man the dc- 
fonss*. 

REORGANIZATION OF 
THE AGRICULTURE 
DEPARTMENT URGED 
Houston in Report to Wilson 

Suggests Certain Plans 
for Consideration 

MAP OUT WORK IN FIVE 

I OR SIX MAIN GROUPS 
• 

Plans for Reditsricting Country for 
Enforcement of Pure Food Law- 

Announced—Other Sugges- 
tions in Report 

Washington, December 7.—Reorganiza- 
tion of the department of agriculture is 

foreshadowed in Secretary Houston’s first 
annual report presented. to Presi- 
dent Wilson. A plan t/ ̂ ^ibmltted to 

Congress In the flscaj ^fejPktes for 1916 
proposes to carry qf work of the 
department in five main groups, 

such, as researelations, rural 

organizations, service, weather 
and regulation, a plan. Secretary 
Houston bcl/ ^ f will promote co- 

ordination. 
Plans for' .. rlcting the country for 

the enforcement of the pure food law ore 

announced and the secretary announces 

his Intention to ask for authority to 

prepare amendments to the pure food 

.law to improve the food supply, pro- j 
tect the public health and promote uni- 
formity In food legislation. 

Discontinue Free Seed 
Free distribution of seeds by congress- 

men should be discontinued, the secretary 
recommends. He would conduct in its 
st£ad a constructive work In securing and 
distributing new seeds and plants. 

Conditions vary widely in the United 
States, says the report, because farmers 
do not equally need better credit arrange- 
ments and all sections are not similarly 
circumstanced, it contends that when 
all necessary' allowance has been made 
for fundamental factors it is probably 
clear that the rural communities are not 
as efficiently served as Shey should be 
by existing financial arrangements. The 

secretary believes there does not appear 
to be need for unique or special legisla- 
tion or for legislation which shall aim to 
give the farmer credit on easier terms 
than other members of society. What is 
needed is the creation of conditions and 
machinery which shall enable him on sim- 
ilar credit foundations to secure money 
at the same rates as those that prevail 
for other classes And for other sections. 

Good Roads Necessary 
“Even though the problem of how the 

farmer can best sell his produce and can 

improve the conditions under which he 
can secure the necessary capital were 

solved, there would still remain vital j 
things to be accomplished before rural life 
can be made fully efficient, profitable, | 
healthful, pleasurable, and attractive, and 
before a larger disposition to remliin on 
the farm develops. Good roads are pre- 
requisite for better marketing, for better 
schools, and for more comfortable rural 
living. Better sanitation and hygiene 
in the home, in the school, and in the 
community are just as vital for the rural 
community as for the urban,” says the 
report. 

“To gain information to enable the de- 
partment better to serve rural women, 
the secretary has addressed letters of in- 
quiry to the women on 65,000 selected 
farms covering every county. Other sur- 

! veys and studies were also conducted. 
Analysis of the small part of the letters 
as yet digested shows that farm- women 
desire assistance in all phases of home 
management, especially as to ways of se- 

curing funning water, Introducing house- 
hold power machinery and labor saving 
arrangements, and -providing better hy- 
gienic and sanitary conditions. Many 
seek advice as to the better marketing 
of the articles they produce. Others ask 
the department to prove to the man that 
their work is worth something In dollars 
and cents. The overwork of women and 
children and difficulty of securing domes- 
tic help are mentioned by a number of 
the writers. The department believes that 
intelligent help to women in natters 
of home management will contribute di- 
rectly to the agricultural success of the 
fgrni. It purposes, therefore, to ask Con- 
gress for means and authority to make 
more complete studies of domestic condi- 
tions on the farm, to experiment with 
labor saving devices and methods, and to 
study completely the question of prac- 
tical sanitation and hygienic protection 
for tlie farm family. 

As to federal aid for good roads, the sec- 

retary says the federal government should 
deal with the state as the lowest unit, 
tfcraugh an expert highway commission- 
er as its agency. The plan should pro- 
vide for maintenance as well as con- 

struction. Preference should be given to 
the improvement of roads over which 
products from the farms can be taken 
to the nearest railway station. A scheme 
of road construction and maintenance 
within a state should be developed and 
mutually agreed upon. Money appropri- 
ated by the federal government should 
be apportioned on the basis of such fac- 
tors as total population, farm population, 
area, taxable valuation and mileage. 

Figures Are Estimates 
Special emphasis is laid on the fact that 

tho figures for crops quoted are estimates. 
From the estimates at hand it appears 
that the production of crops in 1913 was 

materially below the average, the, yield 
Per acre of all crops combined being 
smaller than in any year in the past 
decade with tiie exception of 1911. The 
corn crop, the most valuable product of 
this country, according to the estimates, 
fell below' 2,500,00u,000 bushels, which is 
smaller than any crop since 1903. Wheat 
production, wdth an estimated total of 
753,000,000 bushels, is the largest ever re- 

corded In this country. This crop w’as 

matured before the drouth became ef- 
fective. Brief mention is made as to crop 
conditions throughout the world. From 
the estimates it appears that there were 

Increased areas sown to wheat, oats, bar- 
ley. rye and corn, and that the wheat 
acreage has probably yielded a record 
out turn. Barley, oats and rye are boun- 
tiful crops, but corn will probably give 
the poorest result in 20 years. 

Descends With Difficulty 
Hamburg, December 7.—The airship Sa- 

chem arrived here from Dresden in a 

dense fog this afternoon and was unable 
to find a landing place. After cruising 
for a time over the city, the pilot com- 
pletely lost his bearings, and finally de- 
scended at Qulckborn, 20 miles to the 
north. In landing, the Sachem tore down 
telegraph wire* over a long stretch. 

MRS. PANKHURST WILL 
AGAIN INVADE LONDON 

MR5. 
MMELINE 

ftNKgUBST 

INTEREST CENTERS 
IN MOVEMENTS IN 

NORTHERN MEXICO 
Washington Watches Rap- 
idly Moving Operations 

in Border Provinces 

Washington, December 7.—With the 

announced policy of the Washington 
government on the diplomatic side of 

the Mexican situation one of patient 
waiting interest here chiefly centers; 
in the rapidly moving military opera- 

tions Jr northern Mexico. 
The movement southward of General 

Villa's constitutionalist forces, and the 

reports that Huerta generals are plan- 
ning a concentrated destruction to his 

march on Mexico City, with a possibly 
flank movement by those bodies of fed- 

eral troops hitherto reported as 

fleeing from Chihuahua City to the 

border, are being observed with marked 
attention by military officials here. 

There is a general feeling among the 

high officials of the government here 

that the pendulum will swing back 
and forth for some weeks, constitution- 
alist successes being followed by fed- 
eral victories and that the process of 

forcing the Huerta government to 

yield will be a slow one. 

The announcement from Hermosillo, 
the constitutionalists capital, that 
Francisco Escudero had been retired as 

Carranza's minister of foreign rela- 

tions, awakened considerable specula- 
tion here. It was recalled that William 
Bayard Hale concluded his parlays with j 
Escudero because he had been unable 
to resume conferences .with Carranza 
direct. In some quarters there was a 

disposition togregard the withdrawal of 
Escudero as having had some connec- 

tion with the Hale negotiations. 
It was learned here tonight that Es- 

cudero had left Hermosillo and was 
en route to New York to meet his wife, 
who sailed from Vera Cruz recently. 
Friend3 of Escudero said he had suf- 
fered a nervous breakdown and needed 
a rest. 

Mr. Hale still Is In Washington, 
aw'aiting word from President Wilson, 
as to when they may confer In detail 
about Mexican affairs. The President’s 
Illness last week caused him to deny 
himself to all callers, but it is ex- 

pected that during this week, he will 
send for Mr. Hale, and get further 
information about the constitutional- 
ists, though the former has made sev- 

eral complete reports in writing. 

Bullion Train Arrives 
Presidio, Tex., December 7.—The big 

silver bullion train which has been 
on the way from Parral, Mex., for the 
last two weeks, reached OJlnaga late 
yesterday. It Is expected to land safely 
In a few hours on the American side 
of the JIlo Grande. There are 16 wag- 
ons In the train, each drawn by 16 
mules, 200 additional mules and a mili- 
tary escort of 150 men. 

In the train are 617 bars of silver bul- 
lion, weighing 135 pounds each, a total of 
1,234.000 pesos, which at the present price 
of the metal would make tile value of the 
shipment. J740.000 In gold. The members 
of the bullion party knew nothing of the 
great caravan of refugees from Chi- 
huahua being escorted to the border by 
the remnants of General Mercado's fed- 
eral army. Scouts arlvlng from the car- 
avan today said the refugees made onfy 15 
miles yesterday and tonight were proba- 
bly 40 miles from the border. 

Heavy Storm Rages 
Vera Cruz, December .7.—A heavy 

norther has been raging since yesterday, 
| but began to abate toward nightfall. Ger- 

man. French and Spanish steamers from 
Havana have been hoVe to outside, unable 
to enter the port. 

A large number of Mexican families 
have arrived here from the capital In the 
last few days. They report a considerable 
feeling of unrest there. Few Americans 
arc coming. All hotel accommodations 
here have been taken. 

Clarence A. Miller, American consul at 
Tamnlco, reports that he has received ad- 
vices from the consular agent at Tttxpan 
that large federal re-ehforc^nt»pts have 
arrived there and ^h«tt the rebel forcts 
under Genets!'Aguilar are moving north- 
ward. The consular agent say* (hat the 
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PASSENGERS TAKEN 
FROM BURNING SHIP 
OEE ATLANTIC COAST 

197 People Rescued From 
Steamer Rio Grande. 

Fire in Hold 

Norfolk, Va., December 7.—Wireless 
reports received here tonight tell of 
the rescue of 197 passengers from the 
steamer Rio Grande by the steamer 
Swanmore this morning 205 miles 
northwest of Diamond shoals. The Rio 
Grande had a fire In her hold and sent 
out wireless calls for assistance. 

The .SWanmore picked them up and 
went to the assistance of the burning 
steamer. She reached the Rio Grande 
before daybreak and took off her pas- 
sengers. After helping to subdue the 
flames the Swanmore put the passen- 
gers back on board the Rio Grande. 
The latter steamer Is said to b© pro- 
ceeding on her voyage with the fire un- 

der control. 
Only meagre reports of the fir© and 

rescue have been received here. Wire- 
less reports gave the name of the burn- 
ing steamer as "Ringrande,” but ma- 

rine men say there Is no such steamer 
registered. They say it Is the Amer- 
ican steamer Rio Grande which plies 
between New York and southern ports. 

The following message, received here 
from the Cuban steamer Antilla, tells 
of the rescue: 

"Second operator at noon received re- 
lay from steamer Swanmore to send 
nearest Marconi station that she went 
to help of Ringrande in answer to 
her appeals for assistance at 4 a. m., 
December 7. Also states took off 197 
passengers until fine was put out, then 
put them back again. Ringrande pro- 
ceeding under own steam. All well.” 

New York, December 7.—The Rio 
Grande is a Mallory line steamer plying 
between this port and Brunswick, Ga. 
She was last reported in the maritime 
news as arrived here December 2, from 
Brunswick, the marine observers not hav- 
ing recorded her last sailing from New 
York for Brunswick. 

The Rio Grande is a steamer of 2556 
gross tons and was built at Chester, 
Penn, in 1876 

STEEL CARS SAVE 
MANY LIVES IN WRECK 

Southern Railway Train, Washington 
to Chattanooga, Leaves Rails 

Near New Market, Tenn. 

Knoxville, Tenn., December 7.— 
Southern railway train No. 41, Wash- 
ington to Chattanooga, was derailed 

near New Market, 25 miles east of 

Knoxville, tills afternoon. No one was 

Injured. The engine, mail, baggage, 
combination car, diner and two pas- 
senger coaches left the track and to 

I the steel construction of the cars Is 
attributed the fact that no one was in- 
jured. both lines of tiie double track 
were torn up delaying traffic for sev- 

eral hours. No official explanation of 
the cause can be given. The train was 

30 minutes late and was running full 
speed when derailed. 
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TODAYS AGE-HERALD 
.1—Refugees cling to trees to escape death 

in Texas flood. 
Reorganization of agriculture depart- 

ment urged. 
Wilson's views on trust legislation 

sought this week. 
Bilbo and Hobbs may ask for change of 

venue today. 
Interest centers In movements In north- 

ern Mexico. 
Passengers rescued from burning 

vessel. 
2— Weaver candidates for probate Judge. 

"Eight Governors of Alabama.' 
3— Htate news section. 

One hundred and fifty thousand dollars 
raised for Oglethorpe college in At- 
lanta. 

Important week in cotton market. 
4— Editorial comment. 
5— Wiggins assumed duties as head of city 

detectives. 
Parker in favor of giving children what 

they desire. 
The Rev. Mr. Atkins' sermon. 

( Judges will act on forfeitures today. 
5—Sporting section. 
7—Government will rush the work on tho 

Tombigbee locks. 
'8—Mrs. Pankhurst is released from prison. 

WILSON’S VIEWS ON 
TRUST LEGISLATION 
SOUGHTTHIS WEEK 

President Will Send Special 
Message on Subject to 

Congress Soon 

CLAYTON TO CONFER 
WITH WILSON TODAY 

Believed Currency Reform Bill Will 
Pass Senate Before December 20. 

Lobby Committee Report Be- 
fore House This Week 

Washington, December 7.—President 
Wilson's views on trust legislation are to 

be sought this week by congressional 
leaders upon whom will fall the task of 

mapping out the anti-trust programme for 

flgislative action. The last week has de- 

veloped a pronounced view among demo- 
cratic members of the Senate that the 

anti-trust acts of the present session of 

Congress should be few and affect only 
the more obviously needed reforms in the 
Held of combination and corporation ac- 

tivity. 
Special Message on Subject 

While the President has announced his 

purpose to send a special trust message 

to Congress In the near future, the scope 

of the communication has not yet been 

outlined. Chairman Clayton of the House 

judiciary committee will meet the Presi- 

dent tomorrow and Chairman Newlands 

of the Senate interstate commerce com- 

nUttee probably will have a conference 
with him later In the week. 

The demands of democratic leaders last 
week, for speedy action on the pending 
currency reform bill, have had a marked 
effect on the Senate. Confident predic- 
tions are now made that the bill will pass 
that body before December 30, and that 

an adjustment of differences between Sen- 

ate and House can be reached shortly 
after that time. 

Republican members have made it clear 
they will not use obstructing tactics to 

effect the changes they want in the bill. 
General legislation which has been held 

In restraint throughout the special session 

of Congress broke over the barriers last 

week, flooding every channel of congres- 

sional action. The House has before it 

during the coming w’eek Alaskan railroad 
legislation, the Thomas "naval holiday" 
resolution, immigration regulation, high 

cost of living investigations, the lobby 
comjtni.ttee report ami numerous other 

matfers of compelling interest to that 
body. It Is the hope of House leaders 
now that the Senate will be able to com- 

plete the currency bill so that a two- 

weeks' recess can be taken for the holi- 
days. 

Advocates of anti-trust legislation in 

both houses expect to concentrate upon a 

few* bills early In the new year, and to 

put through several measures the need of 

which has been revealed by recent inves- 

tigations and government prosecutions. It 

Is believed these bills will cover only part 
of the Held of trust regulation, anti will 
not attempt to carry out all the reforms 

considered necessary. 
The President in his address to Con- 

gress last week urged that the Sherman 
anti-trust• law bo left without alteration 

and that any new laws be made supple- 
mentary to It. Some of the leaders In the 
discussion of trust legislation in Congress 
are now urging that business be allowed 
to readjust itself to the now banking 
conditions and that the country be given 
a chance to accept und reorganize busi- 
ness and finance under the new currency 
law before law’s are passed bringing any 
general change In the regulation or con- 

trol of corporations. 

Strengthen Sherman, Law 
The early trust bills probably will bo 

aimed at the abolishment of Interlocking 
directorates and holding companies and 
possibly of voting trusts and "fiscal 
agencies." Legislation strengthening the 
rights of minority stockholders also will 
be asked for, and attempts will bo made* 
to strengthen the Sherman law so as to 

get rid of the effect of tin* supremo 
court's decision that "reasonable" re- 

straints of trade are now unlawful. 
These bills do not reach the reforms 

desired by the majority of those in the 
Senate, who have been most active in the 

study of the tru*t question. It has become 

(Continued on Page Two) 

:: ij OF VENUE TODAY 
Cases of Politicians Charged 

With Receiving Bribes 
To Be Called in 

Vicksburg 

REQUEST WILL BE 
BITTERLY FOUGHT 

Legislative Investigating Committee 
Will Consider Charges Made by 

Defendants That Indictments 
Were Political Connivery 

Vicksburg, Miss., December 7.—When 
the cases of Lieutenant Governor Bilbo 
and State Senator G. A. Hobbs, charged 
with receiving and soliciting bribes, are 

called in th<* circuit court here tomor- 

row it is expected the defense will 
either announce that their cases have 

not been prepared or will ask for a 

change of venue. Should a change of 
venue be not requested it is believed 
an early trial date will be set. 

Bilbo and Hobbs belong to a strong 
faction in Mississippi politics and many 
of that faction regard Vicksburg as 

one of the strongholds of the opposing 
faction. While attorneys for Bilbo aiiu 
Hobbs have not made known any of 
thefr plans it would be no surprise if 
they usked that the trial take place in 
some other county. A request for 
change of venue doubtless will be bit- 
terly fought. 

Brewer Subpoenaed 
At least two other grand juries ar<> 

making investigations of political af- 
fairs and there are rumors connecting 
tho names of Bilbo and Jlobbs with 
these investigations. Governor Brewer 
and others have been summoned to ap- 
pear before the grand jury of Washing- 
ton county at Greenville and others 
have been notified to appear before 
tho Hinds county jury at Jackson. 

Added to this is the Investigation to 
be started this week by the legislative 
committee which has been inquiring 
into affairs ut all state institutions. 
This committee will take up charges 
made by Hobbs and Bilbo that their 
indictment was the result of political 
connivery and have no basis of fact. 
This committee already has unearthed 
some important facts in its work of 
several months and politicians of tho 
state are wondering what will be foun t 
in this branch of its work and whom 
tile inquiry might reflect upon. 

Committee Works in Secret 
Heal interest in tills latest of Mis- 

sissippi scandals centers in opening of 
the trial of Bilbo nail Ilobbs here as 

the legislative committee works In se- 

cret. ft/ poWers, however, have been 
more far-reaching in the matter of 
taking evidence than the circuit courts 

of the state. 
Bilbo and Hobbs arrived tonight, and 

a conference with their lawyers on 

proceedings tomorrow took place. 

MR. AND MRS. SAYRE 
REACH LONDON ON 
THEIR HONEYMOON 
I-*- 

London, December 7.- Mr. and Mrs. 
Francis Bowse Sayre arrived in London 
early tills morning. They were met by 
the American ambassador and Miss Page 
and driven to the ambassador’s residence, 
where they will be guests during their 

stay in London. 
Mr. and Mrs. Sayre, who are on their 

honeymoon, had a rough crossing on the 
steamship George Washington. During 
the Hrst two days out a hurricane raged. 
The steamer reached Plymouth 12 hours 
late. The bridal couple, however, hold 
to their original programme andt)aiuled 
and came to London on a special boat 
train. 

• t 
i TWO DIB WHKN LAUNCH t 
i itl K\S TO WATER’S EDGE. • 

i • 

$ Chattanooga, December 7.—Mrs. * 
• Freda Krause was drowned, her t 
• niece, Rosa Wilson, aged 8, was * 
• burned to death, and several others * 
• were injured late today when a $ 
• pleasure launch was burned near I 
• the dam at Hale’s bar on the Ten- f 
• nessee river. Several members of $ 
• the party are in the hospital at $ 
f Hale's bar, suffering from shock 4 
$ and exposure. ♦ 
• The fire was caused by the explo- * 
• sion of a gasoline tank. $ 
• ♦ 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••■••••••••••••••#«••••••«• 

MORE VESSELS WANTED TO 
RENDER AID ON HIGH SEAS 

Earnest Plea That Congress Have More Regard for Needs of 

Revenue Cutter Service Made to Secretary McAdoo by 
Captain Bertholf, Commandant of the Service. 

Three Hundred and Twenty-Seven Lives 
Saved During the Past Year 

Washington. December 7.—An ear- 

nest plea tljat Congress have more re- 

gard for the needs of the revenue cut- 

ter service and that It provide morel 

vessels to render aid on the high seas, 

the Great Lakes and the Ohio and Mis- 

sissippi rivers, was made to Secretary 

McAdoo today by Capt. E. P. Bertholf, 

commandant of the service. 

In support of his argument that Con- 

gress should treat the service In a 

more liberal spirit, Captain Bertholf sut 

forth some of the things done In the 

past fiscal yeur In saving lives and 

property endangered by shipwreck and 

disaster. By its efforts he reported 327 

lives were saved, 2755 persons on board 

vessels In distress were assisted, 2G1 
were cared for on cutters, and vessels 

valued at $10,807,710 were assisted In 
time of need. The cutters removed or 

destroyed 31 derelicts and recovered 
and returned to owners others vulued 
at $18,900, All this was done for $3,- 
171,532, about $3000 less than Congress 
appropriated. 

The report urged the replacing »»f 
cutters Perry, Woodbury, Manhattan 
and Winona, with modern vessels esti- 
mated to cost about $926,000 in all. A 
bill for this purpose failed last ses- 
sion. but has been reintroduced. The 
Perry was lost In Behring sea in 1910. 
and the other cutters mentioned are old 
vessels. The proposed successor to th 
Winona, would cruise in the Gulf of & 
Mexico. 

Construction of three light draft cut- 
ters. each with four powerful motor 
life boats equipped with all sorts of 
life saving appliances Is suggested for 
use on the Ohio mid Mississippi. These 
cutters would follow the crest of the 
flood down the rivers, carrying assist- 
ance to sufferers as they went. The es- 
timated cost of the three is $240,000. 

The commandant says the service is 
in a critical situation regarding the 
recruiting of its commissioned person- 
nel. Seven vacancies exist which no-.v 
cannot be filled. Congress is urged to 
authorize seven additional cadet ships 
In 1916, and to make permanent au- 
thorization In the following year for 21 
cadets and cadet engineers, 

j Captain Bertholf commends the x>r<-*- 
posed consolidation of thg revenue cut- 
ter and life saving service lulu 

icoast guard, __ 

> 


