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We are merchants, and the wares we sell are 

essential to the welfare, prosperity and prog- 
ress of our city. The expansion of Birming- 
ham follows-never recedes-the extension 

of our service.-. 

Perhaps nothing is less understood by the public, less valued, 
than street railway service. It is one of those things that are 

accepted as a matter of course, rarely spoken of except in condemnation. Its 
benefits usually pass unnoticed. Yet nothing adds more to the upbuilding of 

any city than first-class street railway service.— 
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This company has played a splendid part in the won- 

derful growth of Birmingham. It has added millions of 
dollars to the value of its property, it has minimized the 
city’s wide area and brought close its various divisions; it 
lias helped to build up a city great in population, yet pre- 
vented congestion. This company has done these things 
in the face of many and various and stubborn obstacles. 

At one time nearly a dozen companies were operat- 
ing car lines in this city. None of these lines were well 
equipped, well operated, or gave good service. Each line 
being limited in its scope of service, necessarily only a 

limited service could be given. 

this company has always been progressive. When 
the various little lines that hardly began anywhere and 
ended in the same place, were gathered together and 
welded into one continuous serviceable system, first- 
class equipment was added and lines extended as fast as 

its means permitted. Line after line was operated for 

long periods with a loss to the company. But sure of the 

future of this wonderful city, the present loss was suf- 
fered for the future profit. 

New lines are constantly being opened up; new 

equipment being added; better schedules being arrang- 
ed. Hardly a month goes by without this company doing 
something to increase the value of its citizens’ property 
and towards making Birmingham a more desirable, a 

more convenient city in which to create homes and a 

more profitable place in which to do business. 

We are merchants. We are selling Service. The 

fact that there is but one street railway system in this 

Cjty does not mean that there is no competition; this com- 

pany is competing with itself, and trying to make the 

competition keener every day. We are trying to find out 
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before you do, where any weakness in the service exists; 
and when we find it, we repair it as speedily as circum- 

stances will permit. 
We realize that reward of good service is more serv- 

ice-more service for us, better service for you. 

When you pay your fare, you pay for service of a 
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power house, tracks, trolley-wire, motorman and con- 

ductor, manager and entire staff, and we try to give you 

the service to which you are entitled. ; 

We ask the citizens whom we are serving for the 
same consideration which they render other merchants 

of Birmingham. We ask and believe we will receive 
from the thoughtful citizens, the right to increase our 

business—to increase our facilities for service—1«. pros- 

per in accordance with our a ilities as merchants—to 
work out our destiny with our fellow merchants, without 
undue and hampering interference. 4 >j 
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The future welfare and the present prosperity of 
Birmingham depend in large measure upon the progress 
of this company. It is a recognized and indisputable fact 
that a continuous, uninterrupted street railway service 
extending over a wide area is of inestimable value to any 

city. We are striving to give you the best service in all 
the country. Only with your hearty co-operation can 

this be done, and we are looking to you for your aid. 
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