
UNCLE SAIVI AT WORK 

Additional Agents of De- 

partment of Justice Dis- 

patched to Aid In 
Work 

Washington. August 17.—Additional 
apecial agents of the department of jus- 
tice were dispatched today to Cleveland, 
Providence, Baltimore, Pittsburg and 
Buffalo to assist in the nation-wide in- 

vestigation of the increased price of 
• foodstuffs. 

United States district attorneys all over 

the country have begun inquiries anti in 

many places grand juries are at work. 

At Buffalo John I#. O'Brien, district at- 

torney, will try to ascertain the cause 

of the rise in flour. 
Fred Robertson, district attorney at To- 

peka. {Kas., reported today that “the un- 

usual circumstances of win at going down 

on the market and the price of flour go- 

ing up has stood out prominently iii^ the 

Kansas City daily newspapers for sev- 

eral days.” He is investigating. 
A flood of letters reached Attorney 

General McReynolds today from volun- 

tary correspondents regarding the ad- 
vance in food prices. A Brooklyn corres- 

pondent claimed to have specific infor- 
mation that packers there are rapidly in- 

creasing prices of fresh meat notwith- 
standing an unusual amount of meat in 

cold storage in New York. 
Canners protested against tiie increase 

in the price of sugar. A large middle 
west firm wrote that the refiners “by 
their joint system of selling their product 
through certain brokers have the public 
at their mercy.” 

Asks for Information 
New York,, August 17. William A. De- 

ford, the assistant district attorney whe 
is conducting an investigation of the rise 
in cost of food, to Jearn if there is a 

conspiracy among dealers to make the 

Kuropean war an excuse for charging 
higher prices, issued a statement today 
asking householders to furnish him witl 
lists of food purchases during the last 
week in July, the cost, names and ad- 
dresses of the dealers. 

Many subpoenas were issued at the 
prosecutor’s office today directing whole- 
sale and retail dealers to appear a lie 

testify in Mr. Deford's inquiry. The In- 
formation, if he decides it is important 
enough for “John Doe” proceedings, wil 
be placed before Chief Magistrate Me 
Adoo. 

In Bronx county a similar inquiry was 

begun today, dealers testifying regarding, 
prices. These witnesses, who inciudec 
representatives of western packers, agreec 
for the most part that stock farms in the 
west were holding back their cattle fron 
the Chicago markets. 

The manager of a large drug dealing 
house admitted on the stand that he hut 
raised prices of certain medicines am 

soaps without rial reason, as his co.°i 
for these commodities was the same. 

Retail prices in parts of the city de- 
creased today in some commodities ant 
increased in others. Tea, coffee and somi 

vegetables rose, sugar remained the same 
flour went down and beef In many sec 
tions fell one cent a pound. 

Seek Goethals 
Chicago, August 17.—The Chicago 

municipal markets commission todu: 
took numerous steps to force dowi 
wartime food prices. among other: 
seeikng to enlist the aid of Col. Georgi 
AV. Goethals. 

In a telegram Colonel Goethals wa: 
asked to detail methods of mainten 
a nee and operation bv the subsistenci 
department in the Panama canal zom 
and to wire the commission the prici 
the government is charging on staples 
meats, vetgetables and milk. 

Resolutions were adopted ordering 
the establishment of five municipa 
markets in the thickly populated see 
tions of the city and recommending 
special ordinance to provide for pun 
ishinent of combines and pools trust 
which have used the war as a pre 
text for food advances. 

District Attorney James H Wllker 
son said today information had reachei 
him which leads him to believe man; 
corpo.** Sons have conspired to tak 
advantage of the war situation. H 
said a conference with Chicago packer 
did not indicate a conspiracy on the! 
part. The grand jury will hear wit 
nesses Wednesday. 

PENSIONER ASKS 
NAME BE DROPPED 

Montgomery. August 17. (Special. 
For the first tiijie in the history of th 
state pension department an Alabam 
pensioner has requested that his nam 

be removed from the pension rolls « 

tin* state because of the fact that hi 
income is such that he does not bed lev 
he should draw money from the stat 
as a pensioner. 

This honest pensioner is T. K. Hill t 

Troy, who was recently appointed post 
master at that place by Presider 
Woodrow Wilson. Mr. Hill wrote tli 
pension department •yesterday to dro 
his name from the pension rolls. 

YOUNG MAN OUT OF 
JOB DRINKS AC1I 

Chattanooga, August 17.— (Special. 
Walking into the sitting room at hi 
home. Charles Gray, aged 26 year 
calmly informed his mother that he ha 
swallowed carbolic acid. He sank int 
a chair and died shortly afterward 
Despondency over his inability to sc 
cure work is believed to have been tli 
cause of his act. 

Armistice Strictly Observed 
Santo Domingo, Dominican Republi 

August 17.—he conditions of the ilrmiruic 
between the rebels and the goVernmei 
forc es in Santo Domingo are being stric 
ly observed. The blockade of Puert 
I lata has been piiscd by presidential d< 
vtvn. 

Patronize home industry. 
Have your shirts made in Bir- 

mingham. 
Delivery made in three days. 

/ 

Shirt Makers 

ny HI GH \X. ROBERTS 
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opinion that a reader of that edition of 
The Age-Herald issued Monday morning 
might become the victim of a false idea 
that the city, in preparing to request at 
the hands of tlie people a bond issue by 
means of which to obtain funds to con- 
struct a waterworks plant, was prepar- 
ing solely to obtain a "big stick" with 
wrhich to drub the Birmingham Water- 
works company into a state of passive 
submission. 

x 
Mr. Weatherly, in other words, was 

positively of the opinion that a casual 
reader might acquire an erroneous im- 
pression to the effect that in his present 
attitude in regard to the water situation, 
he was insincere—that, in ordinary lan- 
guage, because he, himself, is a candi- 
date, lie was playing politics. 

"if the people express confidence in 
i the commission to the extent of giving 

it authority to i.sue bonds, that au- 

thority will be used within reasonable 
time. If some contingency, at present 
unforeseen, arises, and necessitates 
undue postponement of the use of that 
authority, the commission may feel 
impelled to go again to the people, 
its sole source of authority, for new 

instructions. ff the people express 
favor of the proposed bond issue, the 
bond issue will be made, and the new 

plant, within reasonable time, con- 

structed.’' 
This was Mr. Weatherly's serious, 

thoughtful statement. 
• • • 

Should the people authorize the city 
to Issue bonds in the sum of $4,500,000 for 
the purpose of constructing and equipping 
a modern municipal plant, and should 
the waterworks company, tired of the 
struggle, offer to turn its plant over to 
the city at a figure’which the city would 
consider entirely reasonable, what then 
would be the natural course of action? 

Commissioner Ward was asked that 
question yesterday. He replied with an- 

other question: 
"Am T talking to you personally, or for 

publication?" 
He later declared that he would discus? 

that phase of the situation freely—but 

not ror publication. Mr. w arc! is exceed- 
ingly adverse to fathering Interviews. He 
believes that If he talks freely every day 
on every subject, the people will shortly 
disregard ail that he might say. Some- 
times he has something whidh he desires 
to say, and which he desires people se- 

riously to consider. Therefore, the method 
in his madness* 

He was chewing the end of a stogy 
quite freely. 

The reporter was insistent. It was ex- 

plained that 11»e water question had been' 
made a big question, and that the people 
were entitled to know what action the 
city would take were the company to 
offer to sell at a reasonable figure, fol- 
lowing the authority given by the people 
to issue bonds. He was asked if It. was 

not a simple legal proposition that in 
that exigency the city would be com- 

pelled hcfoie striking a bargain with the 
people’s money, to go again, through an ■ 

election, to the people for permission or 

authority. 
r.ut he declined steadfastly to talk fori 

publication. He did not reply when asked j 
if ihe city would not agree to act on the 
bond Issue within a certain number of 
years—6 or 7 or even 10—or. if it failed, 
to do so through hindrances unforeseen at 
present, to go again to the people before 
issuing bonds.' 

The people might be willing to trust 
Mr. Ward, Mr. Weatherly and Judge 
bane with $4,500,000, and at the same time 
he unwilling to distrust the three dis-! 
tinguished gentlemen who may have 
charge of municipal reins at the end of I 
a period of 10 years. But Mr. Ward was ! 
willing to discuss these phases of the! 
situation only man-to-man. His discus- j slon under these conditions would have 
proved of little interest, und he was ex- j 
cused. 

* • 

Judge bane agreed that before a bar- 
gain could be struck with the waterworks 
company, permission from the people 
would nave to be obtained. The bond Is- 
sue which the people might authorize 
for the purpose of obtaining money by 
means of which to construct a municipal 
plant, could not be used in purchasing 
the plant of the waterworks company un- 
less the people, in a subsequent election, 
should say in effect, “Go ahead.” Ac- 

cording to Judge Kane, tins ik in accord- ! 

ance with law. 
“When no time limit is placed on a 

proposition,’’ continued the Judge, “the j 
law steps In and declares that a ‘reason- i 
able time limit’ was intended. In the\case 
of exercising authority which the people 
might give to the city to issue bonds, 
the time which might be considered ‘rea- 
sonable’ would depend on circumstances. 
However, in my opinion, a reasonable 
time would certainly be six or seven 
years.’’ 

The deduction to be drawn from the 
opinion of the judge is that should the 
city fall to exercise authority which 
might be given September 21, within a 
period of six or seven years, the law 
might declare that its grant or patent of 
authority had expired. Should the people 
authorize the bond issue anct should sub- 
sequent to their action the waterworks 
company desire to sell at a bargain, the 
city would again be compelled to go to 
the people for authority to act. 

There was no dynamite in either of 
those questions asked city authorities. 
Mr. Ward s .reticence may be traceable to 
that natural suspicion with which‘man 
is obsessed on account of hostilities In 
the east and the apparent desire of tlie 
Kaiser to fight the world. 

* • • 

Judge l^ane believes in municipal own- 
ership of public utility corporations. He 
does not desire, however, to destroy ruth- 
lessly another man’s property, to burn, 
or tear down, or wipe off the earth by 
legal process in which he might be given 
a technical advantage. 

Judge Kane would favor the construc- 
tion of a water plant to be equipped and 
ready for use on the date of expiration 
of the franchise of the waterworks com- 
pany. He is free to admit that he would 
hesitate to confiscate that winch belongs 
to others, and which was placed here and 
developed here in response to the need of 
a greatly impaired community. 

Judge Kane also regretted that the prop- osition of municipal ownership had been 
developed in its acute state at that very unfortunate moment In which it could 

1 

not be disassociated from political sig- 
nificance. 

He does not say what his'action will be 
when the commission is railed to order 
today. It is very certain, however, that 
he will express his opinion in formal 
manner. Tt is believed that his opinion, unbiased by any political good or evil 
that might fall to his »ot. will carry weight, if not with his contemporaries 
on the commission, with a large number 
of thoughtful people. 

1ULM CARLETON TO 
BEARRAIGNEDTOOAY 
Negro Slayer of Five Is 

Charged With Murder 
In First Degree 

Spring: Green, Wis., August 17.—Ju- 

lian Carleton, the Cuban negro cook 

'’•'ho murdered five members of Frank 
Lloyd Wright’s household with a 

hatchet Saturday, will be charged with 
murder in the first degree when he is 
arraigned tomorrow before a justice ol 
the peace at Dodgeville, Wis. If he 
pleads guilty it Is planned to have hirr 
sentenced at once. 

His wife still is in custody and wil 
be arraigned with her husband, al 

though it has not been decided on Wha 
charge. 

Th«- Carletons' victims will be in 
creased to six. it is believed by physl 
cians attending Thomas Drunker, 
farm hand, who is suffering from e 

fractured skull and paralysis as th« 
result of the negro's attack. 

M’CROSSIN TRUSTEE 
OF METROPOLITAN 

At a meeting of the creditors of th- 
new Hotel Metropolitan company hcl< 

yesterday befor^ Judge Dryer, referee ii 

I bankruptcy, Judge W. P. McCrossin wa 

elected trustee and authorizd to operat 
the concern until the court orders a sal< 

5 of the property. 
The company went into bankruptc; 

about six weeks ago. Judge McCrossh 
was appointed receiver and has been op 
♦ rating the company as a going concen 
since that time. At a later date th< 
property will be offered for sale am 

.ffulge Dryer will accept bids for th 
same. Dates will be announced later. 

KELLER IN GREENE ON 
HIGHWAY BUSINESS 

1 
Montgomery, August 17.—(Special. 

f 
W. S. Keller, state highway engineer 
is In Eutaw, where lie is conferrinj 

^ 
with the county commissioners regard 
inc a state aid road. Mr. Keller wil 
return to Montgomery tormorow am 

will begin work on plans for his stab 

trunk highway tour. His first tour wil 
t be made from Montgomery to Mobile b: 
0 way of Greenville. Evergreen. Brew 

ton and Bay Mlnette. His next tour wil 
be made from Montgomery to Tuscum 
bia by way of Birmingham and Jasper. 

TO RENDER VERDICT 
} IN DAVIDSON CASE 

This morning in Coroner Spain's offic 

the inquest into the assassination o 

! Albert Davidson, the young express eler 

who was shot and killed on the night o 

May 2. will be continued. According t 

the expectations of the coroner a verdic 
in the affair may reasonably be antic! 
pated this afternoon. The ease has ex 

cited wide interest. 

Killed In Auto Accident 
J Little Rock. Ark., August 17.—Dr. Janie 

Vail, aged 39, a prominent physician » 

this city, was killed and bis wife and 1( 
o >ear-old son were seriously hurt who 

Dr. Vail's automobile collided with at 

other automobile today. 

SALE OF CEMENT 
— 

Hartman Buys Valuable 
Property for $791,768.12. 

Terms of Deal 

Judge E. H. Dryer, referee in bank- 
ruptcy, confirmed the salt* yesterday of 
the Atlantic aid Gulf Portland Cement 
company of Ragland, St. Clair county. 
The purchaser was G. Ransom Hartman 
of Baltimore, Md., the gross purchase 
price being $791,768.12, out of which will be 
paid all administration charges and op- 
erating expenses and liabilities of the re- 

ceiver and trustees while running as a go- 
ing concern. The bondholders will re- 

ceive a 40 per cent dividend amounting to 
$600,000 and the insured creditors a 40 per 
cent dividend amount to $86,480.86. 

The concern was thrown into bank- 
ruptcy in July, 1912, and W. S. Lovell was 

appointed managing trustee. He has 
1 operated the concern at a profit of from 

$5000 to $10,000 monthly and has been able 
» to declare dividends amounting to $686.- 

480.86. 

PRISON INSPECTOR 
GOES TO W. ALABAMA 

Oates to Confer With the Lamar and 
t Fayette Commissioners Re- 

lative to New Jails 

Montgomery, August J7.—(Special.)—ur. 
W. H. Oates, slate prison inspector, will 
leave tomorrow for Laniar and Fayette 
counties, where he will confer with the 

! commissioners of those counties relative 
to the construction of new jails. The 
Lamar jail was condemned several weeks 

1 ago by the inspector and the Fayette jail 
is in poor condition. Dr. Oates will stop 

^ for a day in Birmingham where he will 
confer with Jefferson county board of 
revenue concerning the construction of a 
new jail in that county. 

, JAPANESE TRAIL 
GERMAN CRUISER 

San Diego, Cal., August 17.—The Jap- 
anese cruiser Idzumo sailed north from 

■ here at 5:30 tonight, supposedly trailing 
l the German cruiser Leipzig now coal- 
• Ing in San Francisco bay. 

The Idzumo cannot reach San Fran- 
1 cisco under 24 hours, however, and even 

if the Leipzig docs no; sail until 1 
o’clock tomorrow, the limit of her 24 

1 hours’ slay, she will have left the har- 
bor some 16 hours before the Idzumo's 
arrival. 

The crew of the Japanese cruiser 
worked all last night and today coal- 
ing. 

Toklo advices today promising pro- 
tection to shipping were taken here tu 

a indicate that the Idzumo might be used 

r to guard the transpacific routs. 

r RESERVE BOARD TO 
HEAR COMPLAINTS 

t _ 

Washington, August 17.—The Cedcra 
reserve board agreed today to give hear- 

ings to representatives of those titles anc 

banks which have protested against th« 
s organization committee’s selection of fed- 
C oral reserve cities and arrangenunt ol 

districts. They include Baltimore 
Omaha, New Orleans, Pittsburg and some 

of the New Jersey banks which want tc 
be included In the New York city ̂ reserve 
district. * 

; The board considered names of own ken 
proposed for appointment as class C di 
rectors of federal reserve banks. The sc 

lections will be made at a later meeting 

WILL APPEAL TO 
VILLA TO BE GOOD 

Camargo, Chihuahua, Alex., August 17 
An appeal to General Villa not to stii 

up new trouble in Mexico is said on re- 

liable authority to be the text of a note 
from the United States government 
which will be delivered to him here. 

George C. Carothers, special agent 
] for the state department at Washing- 
ton, arrived today with the note. 

Typhoid At Mountain Creek 
Mountain Creek, August 17.—(Special. 

Dr. J. A. Maddox announces that typhoic 
fever has made Its appearance here. On< 

particular case Is that of a daughter ol 
Dr. Maddox. With llie assistance of Dr 
X. J. Oragg. the county health physiclai 
and Miaa Helen Harlan, Red Cross ntirst 

for Chilton county. Dr. Maddox says tliai 
ths disease will be eradicated soon. 

Private Bonds More Active. 
Encouragement Gener- 

ally Expressed 

New York. August 17.—Further pro- 
gress toward normal conditions was 
manifested in the domestic financial 
situation today. Although resumption 
of open trading is still a matter of con- 
jecture, private business in I ends was 
slightly more active. Dealings in stocks 
were almost wholly limitod to contracts 

| entered into belore the exchange closed 
and these are now reduced to a min- 
imum. 

Encouragement was expressed over 
the more complete understanding be- 
tween the administration at Washing- 

ton and the influential banking inter- 
jvsts regarding the pressing need of 
: remedial measures. Abandonment of the 
i French loan, which, if carried out, in- 
evitably would have been followed by 
similar transactions for other bellig- 
erents, was accepted as the only course 
consistent with this country’s attitude. 
Nevertheless, it is believed some of the 
nations now at war besides Great Brit- 
ain will devise means for building up 
credits in the market. 

Representatives of the largest sav- 

ings banks today announced that very 
few of their depositors had availed 
themselves of the 60-day withdrawal 
clause and that all excitement connect- 
ed with this precaution had been dis- 
sipated. It was learned, also, that some 

of the leading institutions in the clear- 
ing house association had not taken 
out any certificates, their wants having 
been fully met by emergency currency. 

According to advices from the middle 
west that section is threatened with a 

ticup ol’ cars resulting from the em- 

bargo on grain at many ports. Crop 
conditions are moderately favorable, 
but shipments are being held in abey- 
ance until exports can be arranged. 

The foreign exchange market was 

again nominal with a slight advance 
over last week's low quotation in sight 
drafts to London. Paris business was \ 
mostly of a special character, arising j 
from relief money sent to Americans at j 
that center. A better inquiry for com- , 
mercial paper was reported from in- 
terior banks. 

BAN KHE AD*WANTS 
WORK ON LOCK 

TO CONTINUE 
Washington, August 17.—(Special.) 

Senator Bankhead today introduced a 

joint resolution to permit the contractor 

on Lock 17 on the Warrior river to go 
ahead with the work in anticipation of 

the passage of the rivers and harbors bill. 
The resolution carries no obligation on 

the part of the government, but simply 
empowers the contractors to do the work 
on the chance of being paid through pas- 
sage of the bill. 

Senatpr Bankhead says the contractor 
will take this chance. The amount in- 
volved is said to be about $750,000. 

SHERROD OUT FOR 
MAYOR AT TUSCUMBIA 
Tuscumbla, August 17.—(Special.)—John 

Sherrod has announced as a candidate 
for mayor of Tuscumbla. Mr. Sherrod has 
eferved Tuscumbla as city clerk for several 

years. 

U. O. Redd from Florence has accepted 
the position of manager to the Tuscumbla 
oil mill and moved his family to this 
place. 

R. E. Stien has resigned his position 
at the Tuscumbla water mills and ac- 
cepted a position in Iuka. Mr. Finley has 
succeeded Mr. Stien at the water mill 
and will assume his duties today. 

billingsleywill 
ENFORCE DRUG LAW 

Montgomery, August 17.—(Special.)—C. 
H. Billingsley, state pure food and drug 
clerk, is planning a wholesale campaign 
against soft drink manufacturers who are 

violating the state pure food laws in 

connection with the labeling of their 
products. Mr. Billingsley has returned 
from Birmingham where he conducted an 

investigation of several alleged viola- 
tions. lie will have a statement to give 
out later on the matter. 
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Weather Forecast 
Washington. August 17.—Weathei 

oreeast for Alabama and Georgia: Lo- 
:al thundershowers Tuesday and prob- 
ibly Wednesday. 

^Tennessee: Fair, continued warm 

fuesday and probably Wednesday. 
Mississippi: Local thundershowers Tues 

lay and Wednesday, south portion; gen- 
erally fair north. 

Local Data 
For the 24 hours ending at 7 p. m. 

Vugust 17, 1914: 
Iighest temperature 81 
lowest temperature 61 
Mean temperature .71 
'formal temperature 7i 
deficiency in temperature since 

Jan. 1 .*161 
-tain fa 1 II 
fatal rainfall since Jan. 1 .29.45 
deficiency in rainfall since Jan. 1 4.1! 
Relative humidity, 7 a. m. 85 
Relative humidity, 7 p. m. 7( 

Weather Conditions 
Birmingham, August 17.—(7 p. m. 

Mthough the pressure is relatively 
ligh over the greater portion of th« 
southern states on the map tonight tht 

vinds are blowing from the south ovei 

ill sections toward the low pressure 
lira over the upper Mississippi valley 
ind the Great Lakes. This has result- 
3d in continued cloudiness with scat- 
lering showers over the cotton bell 
sections bordering on the gulf. Fail 
ikies have prevailed over Oklahoma 
Arkansas, Tennessee and North Caro- 
lina, and also over the Ohio river basil 

and most sections west of the Mis- 

sissippi. Cloudy weather and scattered 
shower* were general over the north- 
ern Atlantic sections and the lake re- 

gion. 
Temperatures were moderate over 

the cotton belt, the interior of the 
gulf states reporting readings slightly 
less than 80 degrees at 7 p. m. In the 
northern cotton states temperatures 
were slightly higher, but no station 
east of the Mississippi reported read- 
ings of 90 degrees at V p. m. Readings 
of 90 degrees or higher were general 
throughout Missouri, Iowa. Kansas and 
Nebraska. North Platte reported a max- 

imum reading of 104 degrees. Des 
Moines 98 degrees. Dodge City 9G de- 
grees and St. Louis 94 degrees. 

Summary of observations made at 
United States weather bureau stations 
during the 24 hours ending at 8 p. m., 
76th meridian time: 

Temp’turc Pre- 
I-Iigh Low cip- 
To- Last lta- 
day.N’ht. tion. 

Abilene 86 70 
Apalachicola 9 2 ,7 2 .90 
Atlanta 86 68 
Birmingham 87 67 .12 
Boston 82 66 .04 
Brownsville 94 74 
Buffalo 76 64 
P.urrwood 92 80 
Calgary 66 50 
Charleston 88 76 .18 
Chicago 90 72 .12 
Corpus Christ! 88 80 
Denver. 92 64 
Des Moines .. 98 76 
Dodge City 96 66 
Duluth 72 58 
Durango 88 
Fort Worth 88 

* ggg 
Galveston ......* 86 82 .50 fcg; 
Green Bay 78 62 •• 

Hatteras .. 84 74 .. flU 
Havre .. 64 54 .13 i||j 
Helena 66 56 H 
Huron. 94 62 .. 

Jacksonville 88 74 1.38 
Kansas City 92 72 L ^B 
Knoxville 90 61 
Louisville 92 68 -L, 

Memphis 88 74 • • I^H 
Minneapolis .. 86 S* 
Mobile 88 72 ..^■j 
Modena 92 66 .. ||||g 
Montgomery .. 94 70 .58 
Nashville ... 'OO 64 :Wm 
New Orleans .^-90 76 .14 |1|1 
New York 82 68 .. S||| 
North Platte 104 58 .. 

Oklahoma ........... 92 70 .. ||g|| 
Palestine 88 70 .04 
Phoenix ... 100 78 •• pip 
Pittsburg 84 68 
Portland fO 62 .. |j|l 
Raleigh 90 70 >.. M 
Rapid City 88 62 .. |g 
Roseburg 78 4 6 .. »g| 
Roswell 92 58 |p| 
Salt Lake City. SO 76 .. Igj 
San Antonio 90 74 -US Bill 
San Francisco 68 54 A Bill 
Sault Ste. Marie 76 60 .. |||| 
Sheridan 82 56 .. 

Shreveport 88 70 .. 

Spokane 66 52 .. |H 
St. Louis 94 72 « 

Tampa 90 72 .01 M 
Toledo 90 66 .38 B!p| 
Vicksburg .. 88 72 .. 

Washington 90 66 .. |||| 
Williston 76 58 .04 H 
Winnemucca. 82 54 

Winnipeg 86 .. .. Bp| 
E. C. HORTON. Local Forecaster. H 

i BIRMINGHAM’S NEW “CITY 1 

! BEAUTIFUL” DEPARTMENT 
THE VALUE OF A LAWN. 

That an expanse of smooth green 
turf, surrounding a dwelling is a dis- 

tinct asset adding much to the ap- 

pearance and therefore to the value of 

a house is generally admitted, but not 

frequently we see, after a dwelling 
costing $5000, $10,000, $20,000 or $30,- 
000 is erected, that the grounds sur- 

rounding it are left to the tender mercy 
of some ignorant pretender to grade 
and put in shape. The educated, intel- 

ligent architect’s duties end with the 

completion of the building and very 

often the contractor is commissioned 
without any instructions to make the 

lawn; a common consequence is that 

the beauty of the place may be for- 
ever marred, for this matter requires 
as much trained intelligence and good 
taste as the construction of the dwell- 

ing. 
KINDS OF GRASSES TO USE. 

The character of the turf which is 

to form the “green carpet" is the first 
and most important consideration, for 

unless this be of the best all the sub- 
sequent labor will be in vain. 

The matter resolves itself into the 

question: What grasses are the most 

suitable for forming a perfect lawn? 

The answer is “turf forming grasses, 
which will form a close, interwoven, 
firm, deep and elastic turf; growing so 

closely that wrecds are unable to obtain 

a foothold. All “bunch grasses,” that Is, 
all grasses that form tussocks, by 
growing in separate clumps, must be 

rigidly excluded from any combination 
grasses for a lawTn. 

GRASS SEED MIXTURES. 
There are hundreds of varieties of 

grasses but only about 16 of them are 

suitable for use in making a lawn, and 

a perfect and enduring lawn cannot be 

made by sowing any single one of these 

varieties. Kentucky blue gras, for in- 

stance, which is something recommend- 
ed for lawns, gr^vs but sparsely dur- 

ing midsummer, is slow to form a close 
sward, requiring two years to do that; 
and losing color in hot weather. A 

good lawn can only be made by sowing 
a combination of grasses so arrangeu 
that they arrive at their best during 
different months of the year, one kina 

constantly succeeding another so that 

perpetual verdure is maintained. An- 
other great advantage secured by sow- 

ing mixtures is that the plant lood in 
the soil is made use of to the fullest 

extent, because such grasses, having 
different root formation, some being 
shallow' rooted and others deep root- 

ed in habit, seek their food at dif- 

ferent levels and treble the usual num- 

ber of plants are able to grow on ev- 

ery square foot of land. 
Thus a close turf is formed which 

takes entire possession or the soil ex- 

clusion of all weeds and a perlect-lawn 
Is produced which is constantly covered 
with a carpet of living green. 

THE DRAINAGE. 
One of tho first conditions of a per- 

fect lawn is that the land be perfect- 
ly drained either naturally or artifi- 
cially. If the subsoil Is sand or gravel, 
so the water can quickly pass through 
it. then there w'lll be no need ot ar- 

tificial drains, but if there is a stra- 
tum of adhesive clay for a subsoil 
then drains are indispensable every 15 
or 20 feet. 

As the formation 'of the lawn is the 
foundation of all subsequent operation* 
it in imperative that it be carefully 
done, for if badly done at first it can- 
not be changed or altered, unless tc 
the great detriment of trees or shrub* 
that have been planted or flower beds 
or wralks that have been laid. 

THE GRADING. 
The first thing to be done is to gel 

the ground shaped to the desired grade 
taking care in grading that when bilk 
or rocks are ’removed, sufficient sub- 
soil is also removed to be replaced 

with top soil, so that at least five 
inches of good soil will overlay the 
whole in places, and where trees are 

to be planted there should be twice 
that depth of soil. "When the grading 
is finished if the nature of the soil 
requires it, drains should be laid where 
necessary; then the whole should be 
thoroughly plowed, a. subsoil following 
in the wake of the common plow un- 

til it is completely pulverized. A heavy 
harrow should then be applied until 
the surface is thoroughly fined down; 
all stones, roots, etc., should be re- 

moved, so that a smooth surface may 
be obtained. 

For small plots of course digging, 
trenching and raking must be done in- 
stead of plowing, subsoil and harrow- 
ing, and the surface after sowing 
should be patted down with the back 
of a spade or rolled with a roller. 

FERTILIZING OF LAWN. 
The question of fertilizers for the 

lawn is an important one. Perhaps the 
best method is to apply well rotted 
stable manure and to spread it thick 
enough to cover the ground after 
plowing or digging and then narrow 
or rake it in. 

Though a little more costly, the best 
plan to insure permanency for the 
lawn is to use from 1500 to 2000 pounds 
of coarse ground bone. 

TOP DRESSING. 
When the land has not been fertilized 

before sowing it is necessary to use 

top dressing of manure each season 

to keep up the fertility of the lawn 
and nothing is better for this purpose 
than well rotted short stable manure 

to spread over it late in the fall (No- 
vember or December) enough to par- 
tially cover the surface. 

On no account should fresh manure 

be used or the lawn will be very apt 
to be ruined by the introduction pf 
weed seeds. 

This should remain on until such 
time as the grass shows signs of starl- 
ing in the spring, when the rough por- 
tion should be raked off and a Heavy 
roller applied, so that the surface of 
the lawn rendered smooth and firm for 
the mower. 

If the top dressing of well rotted 
stable manure has been omitted in the 
fell fine bone dust mixed with finely 
sifted wood ashes in equal parts may 
be sown on the laWn about as thick 
uk sand is usually strewn on the floor 
and rolled down, and we advise that 
the lawn be rolled several times during 
the spring. 

SEEDINGS FOR LAWN. 
Seed may be sown any time from 

March to June. If the ground has been 
well prepared and the weather is not 
too dry, a good lawn will be in evi- 
dence In six. to ten weeks’ time. 

Under very congenial conditions new 
lawns are often ready for mowing in 
six weeks from sowing. 

When seed is sown during the hot 
months of June and July a sprinkling 
of oats may be sown at the same time 
to protect the young grass from the 
sun, but water must be used copiously 
or failure is likely to result. Lawns are 
also sown during the fall months (Sep- 
tember the best) with excellent results. 

Sow the seed on the newly raked or 
harrow’ed surface, but do not sow on 
a windy day or much ofathe seed will 
be lost. Also do not sow the seed 
when the soil is wet, or much is lost 
during the necessary rolling an4 be- 
sides the perfect level desirable will be 
destroyed. 

! QUANTITY OP SEED REQUIRED. 
As a guide for' the proper quantity 

of seed required to form a perfect 
lawn, we may state that one quart of 
grass mixture is sufficient to sow an 

area of 20 feet f>y 16 feet—300 square 
feet—or to cover an acre five bushels 
w ill be required. 

It should be borne In mind that In 
orde rto produce the best results grass 
seed for lawns should be sowfn thickly. 

Woolsey Morrow Recovers 
Woolsey Morrow, chief clerk of the pro- 

bate court, who has been seriously 11 
for the past two weeks, is out again anc 

wad at hts office for a short time yester- 
day. His many friends are pleased at his 
early recovery. 

ENGINEER’S LEG IS J 
SEVEREST THE HIP 1 

J. N. Roberts Mysteriously I 
Hurt While Oiling En- 8 

gine Near Selma fl 

Selma, August 17.—(Special.)—John EB 
N. Roberts, a w«Jl known engineer on 

the Mobile division of the Southern BB 
railway, was brought to Selma tonight El 
and carried to an, infirmary suffering 
from injuries, which, it is thought, wilhH 
terminate in his death as the attend- H 
ing physicians hold out no hopes o( 
his recovery. How the accident occurred H 
is not known by the members of the ill 
train crew. When the train stopped at H 
the water tank at Lake Lanier, nine EB 
miles west of Selrya, Mr. Roberts be- H| 
gan oiling his engine while his fire- M 
man took on water. ‘.gSl 

Soon Mr. Roberts was heard to groan H 
[and he was found lying beneath the H 
engine with his left leg severed at the H 
between the driving wheels the engine H 
bettwen the driving wheels the engine wm 

moved, knocked him down and severed H 
his leg near the hip. H 

As quickly as possible he was! H 
brought to Selma ai^d carired to an H 
infirmary, but no hop© is held out for H 
his recovery. JH 
MISSOURI READY I 
FOR GOOD ROADS DAYS I 
Kansas City. August 17.—Tomorrow and H 

Wednesday will be Good Roads days In BB 
Missouri, and it is expected 150,000 volun- ||| 
teers will answer Governor Major s call H 
for a. second state-wide effort to “pull H 
Missouri out of the mud.” Governor H 
Major with 25 convicts and a guard will H 
work two days on the roads near Jeffer- H 
son City. Ej 

On the two road days last year it wil H 
estimated that the work done by volun" H 

» teers would have cost the state $1,500,000. ,||| 
Robert Drouet Found Dead 9 

New York. August 17.—Robert Drouet, B 
nctor and playwright, was found dead Ef 

I In bed today In an uptown hotel. Heart || 
disease caused hls death. Drouet, who a|| 
was 44 years old, had played leading H| 
parts In Broadway productions for nearly ■ 
;ii years. Among the plays he wrote B 
were ‘'Montana," "Tomorrow" and *'A ■ 
Bit of Acting." 9 

Judge Hickman Well JH 
Judge Cunningham W. Hickman, of the ^9 

court of common pleas, assumed his du- l|| 
ties on the bench yesterday, after aw 9 
absence of a few days through illness. II 
Judge James Davis, a well known local 9 
attorney, filled his place during his ab- 9 
sence. 9 

Transport Ordered Out gj 
San Francisco, August 17.—The array H 

transport Buford received orders today I 
from the war department to depart foi^l 
Galveston, Texas, via the Manama canarl 
as soon as she can be made ready. No 9 
explanation accompanied the order. j| 

Battleship Crew Arrives 9 
Boston. August 17.—The crew of the I 

new Argentine battleship Rlvadavla, 900 9 
sailors, arrived from Buenos Aires today 9 
and the work of preparing the big sea 9 
fighter to go into- commission will be H 
begun at once. ^9 

Miss Burnett Leaves WashingtoH^H 
■Washington, August 17.—(Special.)—Miss S 

Bertha Bell Burnett, who has been visit- 9 
ing Representative and Mrs. Burnett for H 
the past month, has left Washington tot 9 
her home in Alabama. 9 


