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Declares Bitter Denuncia- 
tion of Law By Favored 

Classes Unwarranted 

LAW WOULD EQUAL 
BURDEN OF TAXATION 

Many Counties of State Protest 

Against Tax—Repeal Would Ex- 

empt Large Portion of Prop- 
erty From Taxation 

Montgomery, August 18.—(Special.) 
That the bitter denunciation of the tax 

en solvent credits comes only from the 

"highly favored classes, the rich and 

wealthy corporations and taxpayers,” 
and that there is no reason why ^pro- 
tests against such a mode of taxation 

should be made after the law has been 
In effect in the state since 1852, is 

the substance of a statement given out 

this afternoon by the governor of Ala- 

bama in reply to those who have pro- 
tested against the enforcement of the 

statute. 
The governor asserts that the pur- 

pose of the law’ providing for taxation 

against solvent credits is to equal the 

burden of taxation, to require the 

wealthy classes to bear their share of 

the expenses of government. In the 

opinion of the chief executive ft would 
be unfair to tax the poor farmer and 

levy assessments upon tangible prop- 

erty and to fall to force those owning 
solvent credits to pay their propor- 
tion. 

A large number of counties in the 
state have protested against the tax on 

solvent credits arid In certain counties 
the boards of revenue have refused to 

docket any solvent credits cases for 

consideration until the first of next 

ycjj’. The counties of Jefferson, Mont- 

gomery, Mobile, Madison and Calhoun 
have led the others In protesting 
against the law. 

"The repeal of the tax on solvent 
credits would result in exempting from 
taxation a large proportion of the 

property of the state," says the gov- 

ernor, "and would be u confession that 

selfish special interests are powerful 
enough to control our taxing laws. 

The governor declares that every 
code since 1852 has .contained a sol 

ven credit clause, except that of 190.’>. 
In that year the legislature provided 
lor a privilege lax on mortgages, deeds 

of trust, etc., and sepealcd the solvent 
credits tax. However, the legislature of 

1907 re-enacted the law and the leg- 
islature of 1911 reaffirmed provisions 
Df the statute. The supreme court n 

icntly declared the statute constitu- 
tional. 

The Governor’s Statement 
Following is the governor’s state- 

rent. 
"The right of the state of Alabama to 

*.ax solvent credits was questioned by 
:ertaln taxpayers in JefTerson county, 
:>ut on appeal the supreme court of the 
date sustained the constitutionality of 

he present law' and held that all solvent 
j'friUs hot .-ecarett By recorded mort- 
al?1 were subject to taxation. 
"It would have seemed that after an 

vhaustive consideration of the whole 
jestion and a final decision by ttye court 

last resort to the effect that solvent 
edits not secured by mortgage were 

xable, there would have been acqui- 
cence in the right of the state to en- 

rce from this large class of property 
just burdens of taxation. 

'.Since this decision, however, certain 
tpayers, boards of trade or commerce 

some of the larger cities of the state 
,-e In mass meetings adopted resolu- 
ns bitterly denouncing the taxation of 
vent credits, and have even carried 
»ir opposition to the extent of asking 

commissioners’ courts or boards of 
revenue to refuse to perform their sworn 

duties, and to aid in nullifying the taxing 
laws of the state on this subject. 

"Taxation of solvent credits has been 
exercised by the legislature of Alabama 
for at least 50 years without successlul 
attack, in some form or other. Even 
prior to the civil war in the Code of 
1852 solvent credits were tuxed at the rate 
of 25 cents on each 9100 in value. Where 
money was loaned at a rate greater than 
the legal rate of interest a rate of 5tl 
cents on each 9100 was imposed, and to 
quote the language of the statute, on< all 
bills, notes, checks, certificates of de- 
posit or other issues ihe. credits of any 
corporation, company, partnership or in- 
dividual, either in or out of the state, 

''*vused or employed in the way of loaning, 
<l>aljng in paper or regular exchange 
business Is regarded as capita 1 under this 
chapter and must be assessed as if gold 
•r silver w’us employed.” 

"In the code of 18(57 a lax was im- 
posed by section 434, subdivision 4 on 
'all money loaned and solvent credit.' 
bearing interst, from wjiich credits tlu 
indebtedness to the tax payer shall be 
deducted,' etc. 

"In the code of 1876 a similar •i.v 
Was imposed. 

"In the code of 1886 the same tax 
Was found. See section 453, subdivision 
7, code of 1886. 

"In both the codes of 1867 and 187( 
the indebtedness of the tax payer was 
deducted from the solvent credits. 

"The reason why the exemption was 
disallowed was because it had beer 
discovered by actual operation that the 
effect was to practically nullify the law 
and open the door to fraud. 

* "In the code of 188(5 the legislature 
for the first lime departed from tlu 
principle of exempting the indebted- 
ness of the tax payer. See X the code 
of 1896, section 3911, subdivisions 6 anc 
7, taxed money hoarded, whether in the 
custody of the owner or on deposit ir 
bank or elsewhere, in this state or an- 
other state subject to check, draft oi 
order, or in any safe deposit box. vauli 
or elsewhere. It also taxed the moneyed 
capital, that is, all money loaned, so! 
vent credits or credits of value, an* 
all money employed in the business o 

advancing or loaned on any kind o: 

chattels, or personal property^ or user 

In buying or discounting notes, bondi 
or bills of exchange.' There was ru 

exemption of the Indebtedness of tin 
| tax payer. 

Privilege Tax Adopted 
"By the act of the legislature adopte< 

the 3d of March, J903, tin legislature 
provided for a privilege tax on mort 
gages, deeds of trust, and instrument 
in the nature of a mortgage, and re 

pealed the tax on solvent credits. 
“The first session of the legislatur 

held after the year 1903 re-enacted th 
tax on solvent credits found in th 
code of 1907, section 2082, subdlsion 1 
as follows: ‘All money lelit, sol ven 

credits, or credits of value, except suci 

as. are secured by mortgage, deed o 

trust, or Written contract of condi 
tional sale, upon which a tax impose 
by law has been paid.’ Hende .with th 

Children Cry 
FOR FLETCHER'S 

CASTQ R I A 

The fatal defect In the bill which 
put the government of Birmingham in 
the hands of a commission is found in 
the provision under which it has re- 

sulted that all the time there is a can- 

didate on the board. 
In the next regular session of the 

legislature attempts will be made to 
remedy this defect. The bill will pro- 
vide that the board shall consist of 
five members, each to receive instead 
of $7000 oflly $5000 per annum, and 
that on the same date three shall be 

elected. 
While in the present political crisis 

the commissioners are more adverse to 

discussing matters relating to them- 
selves and their duties than under or- 

dinary circumstances, it is believed 
that the general purpose of the bill 
will be met not by their opposition 
hut their approval. 

• » • 

Before the bill is completed the au- 

thor will confer with members of the 

commission for the purpose of ascer- 

taining from them what other im- 

provements in the present system 
should be made. It is possible, there- 

fore, that another provision of the bill 
w'ill so arrange the distribution of the 

work that one member of the commis- 

sion, the president, will be the exec- 

utive head, and that four will act in 
the capacity of legislators. 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••■ 

exception of tlie short interval between 

1903 and 1907 solvent credits have been 

taxed in tlie state of Alabama certain- 
ly since tlie code of 1353. 

"The legislature In 1911, in section 14 of 

the revenue bill, practically reaffirmed 
the provisions of the code of 1907. 

"It has, therefore, been clearly the duty 
of every tax assessor in the state to as- 

sess solvent credits for taxation, and tlie 
form of tax assessments prepared by 
the state auditor has contained a pro- 
vision for tlie assessment of solvent cred- 
its since tlie adoption of the code of 1907. 

“It is difficult, therefore, to understand 

why a subject of taxation which has 
existed In Alabama for over half a cen- 

tury without interruption except for four 

years, should suddenly be denounced as 

unjust and oppressive, and that the op- 
position should become so Intense as to 
demand that tlie tax authorities of the 
state should by failure to perform their 
sworn duties suspend its operation. 

“In speaking of this subject,, in the 

very able opinion of the supreme court, 
delivered by deGraffenreid. justice, they 
said ‘that while the legislature had the 
undoubted right to require privilege tax 
from all ig'iordcd mortgages and deeds 
of trust and to exempt such recorded in- 

struments from an ad valorem tax tlie 

imposition by the legislature of- an ad 
valorem lax upon all solvent credits not 
included in the above classification was 

not only 'not discriminatory, but was in 

fact an effort on the part of tile legisla- 
ture to meet the letter and tlie spirit 
of our constitution, which extends, Inso- 
lar ns a healthy public policy will per- 
mit, equality in taxation.' 

In none of flic protests or denuncia- 
tions of taxation of solvent credlls which 
havo appeared In the piiollc press, has a 

single argument been advanced why tills 

I species of property should be exempt 
from taxation. 

"It was clearly ttie duty of Die lcgisla- 
I lure in estalil siting a system of taxation 

tor reVenue purposes to embrace every 
species of property that equitably should 
bear its proportion of the annual taxes 
for the support of tlie state government. 

“No reason has yet been shown why 
the legislature should exempt property 
and persons enjoying the protection of 
the government from contributing U> 
Its support ami maintenance this laiwe 
class of property which lias been esti- 
mated to include at least one-fourth 
of the taxable property of the state. 

Would Equal Burden of Taxation 
"Solvent credits are usually pos- 

Messed by tlioMC who have been fortu- 
nate in business, by those who ha,?e ac- 

cumulated much property, by the 
wealthier class of our population. Why 
should the wealth of the slate be ex- 

empted from contributing its just bur- 
den of taxation to'the support of the 
government which gives it protection? 

“This question was so clearly an- 
swered in the opinion of the supremo 
court by deGraffenreid. justice, that I 

quote what he says: 'The property of 
the average man is open to the eyes 
of him who gathers taxes for the state. 
If he is a farmer, his fortune consists 
in his lands, his animals, and his farm- 
ing ut- iisils. If he is a merchant, it 
consists in his home and in the con 

tents of his modest store. It would 
stern, therefore, in justice to this great 
predominating class in tin* .state, that 
t hose who are so highly favort d as to 
possess solvent credits not secured by 
n corded mortgages, should be required 
to discover them to those who assess 

taxes to the state and to pay an ad 
\ulorem tax on them. The law is the 

exponent of a square deal, and in re- 

quiring such solvent credits to be list- 
ed for taxation the legislature has 

simply responded to tlie demand which 
tlie doctrine of "equality of bin-den" 
placed upon it. This act was a leg- 
islative effort to meet the letter and 
the spirit of the constitution.’ 

"Tt is clear, therefore, that this pro- 
lest and Utter denunciation of the tax 
on solvent credits does not come from 
‘the great predominating classes of the 
state,’ from the farmer, or merchant, or 

small taxpayer, whose property, in the 
language of the court is open to the eyes 
of the tax gatherer, but only from the 
highly favored classes, the rich and 
wealthy corporations and taxpayers. 

"They may succeed in inducing the next 
legislature to repeal the law requiring 
solvent credits to be listed for taxation, 
but in the language of the supreme court, 
such a repeal would not make the legis- 
lature the exponent of a square deal, nor 

would it lie in response to the demands 
of the doctrine of equality of burden 
which the letter and spirit of the consti- 
tution exacts. 

"The repeal of the tax on solvent cred- 
it^ would result in exempting from taxa- 
tion a large proportion of the property 
of the state, property held by those best 
able to bear their just burden of taxation, 
and would be a confession that selfish 
special interests are powerful enough to 

controi^our taxing laws. 
"Those commissioners’ courts and 

boards of revenue which yielding to the 
unjust clamor of this favored cla:-3 of 
our taxpayers, seek to delay or defeat 
the collection of taxes on solvent credit* 
will not succeed in their efforts to nullify 
the taxing laws of the state. The state 
tax commission is clothed by law with 
ample power to act whtfre boards of rev- 

1 
| onuo or commissioners' courts decline tr 
docket cases and perform their duties ir 
accordance with the requirements of law 

Authority With Tax Commission 
I "it is not necessary that the state shoulc 

undertake by mandamus proceedings tc 
enforce action by these courts. The statt 

5 tax commission has full power to super- 
vise or, set aside all actions or judgments 
of the commissioners’ court and boardt 

» of revenue, and they will proceed In ac- 

3 cordance with the law to enforce the 
» collection of the taxes justly due the 

state. From their action tfech taxpayei 
[ has the right of appeal and no injustice 
, will be done to any citizen. There is m 

disposition on the part of the state tt 
be unjust, arbitrary or oppressive in tin 

j collection of the state’s taxes on solvent 
credits or any other subject of taxa 
tion. 

; "It is the duty of the state tax com 
mission to undertake to equalize taxa 
tion as far as possible, and any eitlzei 
has the right to present to them any jus 
or equitable claim he may have agains 
the imposition of any tax and from then 
he can expect an impartial hearing am 

By HUGH W. ROBERTS 

If this plan Is adopted it will be in 
a measure a compromise between the 
old system of “mayor and board of al- 
dermen,” and the new and ultra-pro- 
prressive system of "municipal mana- 

ger." One pood feature would be that 

more political divisions of the city 
would be represented than at present 
and the people would, as a result, have 

better opportunity of presenting their 

causes to their personal representa- 
tives. 

This scheme will meet with the ob- 
jection of those who disaprove of even 

greater centralization of ‘municipal 
government, because !t is patent that 

it would be merely a forerunner to 

the system under which the city would 

be governed by a manager selected by 
a board of norisalaried commtsioners 

and pftid an amount equal to that which 
three commissioners at the present time 
receive'. 

• • * 

There is an almost Irresistible de- 
sire on the part of many people of Bir- 
mingham to see the duties now dis- 
charged by the excise commission 
placed Jn the hands of the city com- 

mission. It is argued that this could 
be readily done if the number of city 
commissioners should be increased by 
two, and could be done at a consid- 
erable saving of money. 

The obstacle In the way of such a 

proposal i's that the city commission 
could not in accordance with law han- 

l ATEASTLAKE 
Annual Rbunion Greatly 

Enjoyed—Elect Officers 
for Ensuing Year 

The annual reunion of the Confederate 
veterans of Jefferson county held at East 

Lake was an unqualified success and 

j much enjoyed by the veterans, their fami- 
lies and friends. The programme wan 

carried out as prepared by the commit- 
tee and every one present ha 1 a good 
time. 

The feature of the meeting was the 

resolution made and canted at the busi- 

ness session* in which the commanders 
of the Confederate camps, the presidents 
of the various chapters -if the Daughters 
of the Confederacy, and the commanders 

of the camps of Sons of /eterans were 

made ex-officio members of the execu- 

tive board of the Confederate Veterans’ 
association of Jefferson county.' This 

resolution caused consul0 able discussion 
■ and was adopted unanimously with the 

exception of one vote, the veteran object- 
ing stating lie desired lo go on record 
as being opposed. 

Election of officers for the ensuing year 

resulted as follow’s: 1. W. McAdory, 

president; A. Acuff, vice president; 
Robert Zell, secretary ind treasurer, and 
Dr. If. M. Wells, chaplain. 

The association also passed resolutions 
of'thanks to the East Lake company for 

the use of the grounds, to the Birming- 
ham Railway, Light and Power company 
(oi courtesies extended and to the band 
n! the Alabama Boys’ Industrial school 
lor the excellent music provided during 
the day. The little fellows who com- 

pos-* the band made a distinct “hit" with 
the Mets and acquitted r.hemselves with 

their usual ability. 
Dr. O. T. Dozier presided over'the ses- 

sions* of the reunion in an able manner 

and made suggestions relative to the 

changes in the organization. The ad- 

dresses by Dr. L. C. Bran acorn b and Prof. 
Allen G. Loelir were much enjoyed by 
the veteran* as wefre the other numbers 
of the programme. 

decision. Neither the governor or the 
state tux commission have any power 
to suspend the taxing laws ol the state. 
The state government must he maintained 
notwithstanding depression wlvlph may ex- 

ist as the result of foreign wars and col- 
lection of taxes cannot be suspended ex- 

cept by specific legislative action. 
"Whether the tax on solvent credits he 

popular or unpopular is not a question 
for me to consider. In obedtenco to my 
sworn duly, as 'chief crecutlve of the 

state, to see to it that the htevs are faith- 

fully executed, 1 shall use all the powers 
or my o:tce in sustaining the state tax 
commission and other state authorities in 

their efforts to perform their duty ol 

equalizing and collecting the revenues ol 

the state. 
"Teh efforts made In one of the largest 

counties of the state two years ago by 
mass meetings and by popular appeal! 
to stop the collection of the state's reve- 

nues utterly failed, and It will be discov- 
ered now, as it was then, that no Indi- 
vidual, company, corporation, chamber 
of commerce or other organization, how- 
ever powerful, can successfully resist 01 

defeat the collection of the state's reve- 

nue through Its approved system of tax- 
ation. 

"The efforts being made bv certain com- 

mlssloncrs' courts or noards ol' revenue 
to refugp to docket eases and delay pro- 
ceedings will prove abortive, for the state 
tax commisslotE will proceed in the or 

derly course of their duty where boards 
of revenue and county commissioners fail 
to act to make the proper assessments 
and to exercise fully ilie power vested ill 
them by law to have and exercise gen- 
eral and complete supervision over the 
assessment and collection of taxes and 
the enforcement of the tax laws of the 

state, and over the several county tax 
assessors, tax collectors, hnd county tax 
commissioners in the several counties ol 
the state charged with- the duties of as- 

sessing or collecting escaped, delinquent 
and back taxes and licenses In the sev- 

eral counties of the slate and over each 
and every state and county oltlcial 
charged with the duty of assessing, col- 
lecting. or enforcing ,xhe payment of 
taxcB, and licenses, tty the state or to any 
county in the state, to the end that all 
assessments on property, privileges, and 
franchises In the state shall be made lr 
exact proportion to 'he just and tru! 
value thereof In substantial compliance 
with the law. 

"In view of the misrepresentations anc 

misunderstandings of the tax on solven' 
credits, I have deemed It my duty to mak< 
this plain and simple statement, and 
earnestly trust that every patriotic tax 
payer of the state who has been so for. 
tunute as to acquire largo properties, am 

who owns solvent credits, to Ignore selflst 
consideration and to aid the state author! 
ties in their earnest efforts to equaJIsi 
taxes and collect the state’s revenues. 

“It would be discouraging If those wh< 
are beef able to pay taxes should at tbti 
particular Juncture be the first to refusi 
to pay a lax which our supreme court hai 
dec.ared meets the letter and spirit ol 
the constitution In Its demands for equal 
lty of the burdens of taxation. 

“Those of the wealthier classes, whon 
fortune has blessed with the possession o 

solvent credits, and who may now seel 
to escape the payment of this cqultab! 
tax, would b© the first to complain 1 
the state should default In the paymen 
of its obligations or cease to maintaii 
and support its public Institutions, 

“It Is clalm'ed that the tax on solven 
L credits will bear grievously an many wh< 

A 

die matters appertaining to other mu- 
nicipalities, of the county. 

Advocates of the scheme, however, 
insist that that objection is more im- 
aginary than tangible, that the great 
bulk of liquor business transacted In 
Jefferson county is transacted in Bir- 
mingham. and that the remainder could 
be supervised without serious trouble 
or as the result of little additional 
wotk by the board of revenue. 

• • m 

There is no question, however! but 
that the municipal government bill af- 
fecting cities of a population of 100,000 
and more* will be amended by the leg- 
islature during its regular session, 
which begins in January. 

As stated the fatal detect, the dead- 
ening feature of the bill at present Is 
that which makes, one of the three 
commissioners a candidate all the time 
and as such a man in the ludicrous 
posture of attempting to serve at the 
same time two masters, the people and 
himself. While the average man who 
is chosen to sit on the commission will 
not neglect the first named master 
simply because he is forced, perhaps 
against his will, to attempt to mix the 
unmixable, business and politics, it is 
reasonably certain that as long as hu- 
man nature predominates in “make- 
up,” he will not do other than sub- 
servo at the same lime the interest of 
the second. 

That defect will be remedied. The 
men who are merpbers of the commis- 
sionn at the present time will no doubt 
aid in eliminating the effect of the leg- 
islature's blunder. 
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REFUSE TO CONFER 

WITH OPERATORS 
Regarding Rale Increase, 

Ramsay Urges Roads to 

Help, Not Hinder Dis- 

trict, At Present 

That less coal would be sold by 
local operators and consequently more 

coal would bo sold by foreign oper- 
ators ami that the individual users of 

coal would themselves be hurt very 

materially was a statement of Erskine 

Uarnsay yesterday in reference to the 

l roposed increase of coal rates, which 

just now is overshadowing even the 
water question. 

From what can be gathered coal op- 
erators look upon the 33 1-3 per cent 
increases asked by the #lines and the 
15-ccnt advances requested, as one of 
the most harmful attacks this district 
has received in many years. 

The representatives of local railroads 
acting upon instructions received from 
their respective headquarters will not 
make any statement at this lime about 
the situation. 

In connection with the proposed coal 

rate increase It was learned yesterday 
that futile efforts of the most per- 
sistent kind h6ve been tjiade du 
the past few weeks by ioal operators 
tu* get the traffic inarmgers of the 

I lines interested in a conference. The 

tonly reassuring message "received was 

I from \Y. B. Bibblo; vice president of 

the Vrisco lines, who suggested to 

I Henry DeBardeleben that a date be set 

during the next two weeks for a con- 
ference. 

Ramsay Makes Statmeent 
Erskine Ramsay in connection with 

the situation said yesterday: “The rate 
increase requested or demanded by the 

railroads would prove extremely in- 

jurious to this district, if the rates 
arc increased it goes without saying 
that this district wdll not sell as much 

coal as^it has in the past. If that is 
true, the production will be cut down 

and the cost to the people of this dis- 
trict will be just that much. Again, if 

the foreign producers sell here or in 
this district the rates here will be high- 
er to the fields we can reach, so that 
the rate involves increases to every 
coal consumer of this district, however 
small. 

“I do not believe the railroads are 

entitled to the increase to New Orleans 
as requested or to the other points. It 
occurs to me that the railroads could 

Ido little less than standing shoulder 
to shoulder with others in helping get 
over the present crisis in American af- 
fairs without trying to squeeze through 
a rate increase which, even in normal 
times, would excite the most wide- 
spread disfavor. There is plenty ol 
time for the lines -to make demands 
upon us but after an extremely dull 
season and when the prospect is fai 
from attractive, they should stand alool 
and permit the situation to go along 
without any efforts on their part fur- 
ther to make difficult a very trying 
situation.” 

Coal Operators Confer 
Henry T. DeBardeleben, chairman ol 

the transportation committee of AJa- 
bama Coal Operators' association 
James Ta. Davidson* secretary of the 
association, and others, held a confer- 
ence yesterday morning. They are will- 
ing to give the committee from the 
Chamber of Commerce their side of th« 
situation and Will not fail to be pres- 
ent when the time comes with data anc 

information which will, in their opin 
ion, tend to show that the railroad* 
are not entitled to the fate increase* 
demanded. 

In addition to resisting the effort* 
of the railroads in this particular in- 

stance, this fight has developed one 

other feature. The coal operators pur- 
pose to carry the fight further anc 

show to the railroad commission tha' 

in a great many ways this district ha* 

bean made to pay higher rates for it* 

service than other districts. 

have failed for the past live years t< 

pay the amount the law exacts fron 
that class of property. The tax, how 

ever, has been in existence since 1907, am 

it was the duty of every taxpayer wh 
owned solvent credits in the language o 

the supreme court, “to discover them t 

those who assess taxes for the state am 

to pay an ad valorem tax on them.’ 
“It cannot be admitted that those wh 

fail to comply with the plain mandate 

of tH% law are in a posiflon to invok 
public sympathy or to receive *y?ecia 
favors from the taxing authorities o 

1 the state. If such were the rule, thos 
1 who were most successful in tax-dodgim 

would be rewarded for failure to perforn 
> their duties as citizens. If such were th 

rule, those who had been most persisten 
In escaping the payment of their Jus 
taxes on the plea that their burden 
had become heavy would be entitled t 

the most consideration. The state canno 

afford to put a premium on tax-dodgin( 
“I am convinced that those who reals 

! the payment of this Just tax constitute 
very small proportion of our people, am 

that even those who have refused pay 
ment and denounced the tax have base< 

4 their opposition on misapprehension am 
misconstruction of the law.”. 

.... ‘-A. 

Weather Forecast 
Washington, August 18.—Forecast for 

Alabama and Georgia: Local thunder-1 
showers Wednesday and probably Thurs- 
day. 

Tennessee: Fair Wednesday and Thurs- 
day without decided temperature changes. 

Mississippi: Fair north, local thunder- 
showers south portion Wednesday; Thurs- 
day probably fair. 

Local Data 
For the 24 hours ending at 7 p. m. 

August 18, 1914: 
Highest temperature 89 
Lowest temperature 63 
Mean temperature 78 
Normal temperature 79 
Deficiency in temperature since Jan- 

uary 1 168 
Rainfall .00 
Total rainfall since January 1.29.48 
Deficiency in rainfall since Jan. 1.. 4.31 
Relative humidity (7 a. rfi.-7 p. m.)—93-71 

Weather Conditions 
I Birmingham, August 18.—(7 p. m.) 

| There has been little change in pressure 
or weather conditions over the eastern 

half of the country during the past 24 

hours. Showery and cloudy weather has 

continued throughout the gulf sections, 
and over the lakes and the north At- 

lantic states. Fair skies prevailed over 

the Ohio valley, the middle Mississippi 
valley and the lower Missouri basin. 

While a few stations in the Rockies re- 

ported showers, fair weather has been 

general west of the Mississippi. 
Temperatures have been moderate over 

the greater portion of the country, espe- 
cially over the northern tier of states 
and the gulf states east of Texas. The 
7 p. m. readings equaled or exceeded 90 
degrees at Chicago, St. Louis and Kan- 
sas City. Denver reported 70 degrees, and 
readings below 60 occurred in Montana 
and Minnesota. 

* 

Summary of observations made at 
United States weather bureau stations 
during the 24 hours ending at 8 p. m„ 
Tftth meridian tfme: 

Temp’ture Pre- 
High Low cip- 
To- Last ita- 
day.N'ht. tion. 

Abilene 88 70 ... 

Apalachicola 92 72 ... 

Atlanta 90 72 ... 

Birmingham. 89 68 
Boston 78 64 .01 
Brownsville. 94 76 
Buffalo 76 70 .23 
Burr wood 92 80 
Calgary 74 48 
Charleston 86 74 .52 
Chicago % 78 
Corpus Christ! 86 80 .02 
Denver 84 60 04 
Des Moines 98 80 
Dodge City 96 70 
Duluth 66 60 
Durango 80 50 

Fort Worth ...90 .1 
Galveston ..................... 88 82 ... 1 
Green Bay .. 70 66 2.56 1 
Hatteras 86 76 I 
Havre 58 48 58 1 
Helena 66 46 .10 1 
Huron 84 (14 ... 1 
Jacksonville 90 74 22 S 
Kansas City 94 76 ... S 
Knoxville 90 62 ... S 
Louisville 92 72 ... 1 
Memphis 88 74 ... i 
Miami 86 76 .12 l 
Mlnneapote ... 80 .. .20 I 
Mobile 84 72 .03 i 
Modena 86 54 ... 

Montgomery .. 86 70 .02 
Nashville 90 68 
New Orleans 90 76 66 1 

New York 86 68 ... 
1 

North Platte 92 64 01 1 

Oklahoma 88 70 ... 
1 

Palestine 88 72 .12 
! ♦«•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••*»••••■ 

TYLER INCREASES 

Second Block of Champion- ] 

ship Billiard Match Is 
Won By Challenger 

M. C. Tyler increased his lead over 

William Morgan, state billiard title c 

holder, last night in the second block 
of the 1000-point match for the state t 

;championship by scoring 260 to Mor- t 

Igar.’s 189. £ 

The block, which took place at the 
Greenwood Cave, was better contested 
than the one on th? preceding evening. f 

Both Tyler and Morgan played a safer 1 

game and were also steadier. The long 
run of the evening totaled 19 and was c 

equaled by each of the contestants. 
Tyler’s average was 5%. while that of 6 

Morgan was 4 1-3. 

Tyler now stands 500 to Morgan's 1 

238. The third block will be played f 

tonight at the Subway poolroom. Pal- 1 

terson refereed the contest last night £ 

— -.. < 

Warned Not to Drink Water 
Following a report from the city bac- 

teriologist that the water in the spring t 
at North Birmingham park contained con- A 

tamination, the city commissioners yes- 

terday ordered a sign posted there warn- < 

lng citizens not to drink the water. < 

'hoenix 0tt W »« 
Mttsburg 88 72 ... 

■ortland i( M M 
laleigh ......... 92 70 ... 
lapid City _ 72 (4 
toseburg 84 48 »«, 

Eoswell .....92 ... 

alt Lake City ............ 80 66 ... 

Ian Antonio .. 90 74 .16 
an Francisco 66 64 ... 

lault Ste. Mario ........ 76 68 ... 

horldan 72 64 .20 
hreveport ..........m.■. 86 72 
>pokane >« »«««m »«>»«»»«74 60 
't. Louis 96 74 hw J 
ampa 90 72 
'oledo 90 74 
tricksburg 86 70 .01 
Vashington 94 64 
Vllliston 68 HR ... 

Vinnemucca 84 48 
Vinnipeg 78 62 

E. C. HORTON, Local Forecaster. 

IMMMMUHMIOMOHHtCMttMMUUMMHtMIN 

I "I 
^aFayette Business Men 

Stop In Selma En Route 
to Mississippi 

Selma, August 18—(Special.)—A 
elegation of 12 members of the Busl- 
ess Men’s league of Lafayette. Cham- 
ora county, reached Selma tonight on 
heir way to Meridian, where they will 
pend several days studying tho holl 
veevll situation, in east Mississippi, 
'ho Lafayette citizens wore headed by 
leorge E. Collins and Q. V. Siler, pres- 
lent and secretary of the Business 
len’s league of that city, and were ac- 

ompanled by Dr. TV. E. Hinds, state 
ntomologlst, and TV. L. Lett of tho 
tate farm demonstration department. 
The party will leave Selma early 

Vednesday morning and will maka 
everal stops In the western part of 
’alias to study boll weevil conditions 
nd expect to reach Meridian TVednes- 
ay night. 
The party left Lafayette Tuesday 

sornlng and made the trip without 
rouble until they struck that part of 

mtauga county between Montgomery 
nd Selma and where a connecting lint 

>n the highway between these twt, 
lties Is being built. 

I 
■ 


