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The officers and directors 

National bank of 
Y., have addressed 

Senator Root, Senator 
end Representative Fair- 

the depreciation ih 
the failure 
commission 

big lines traversing pop- 
to advance their freight 

cent. It is said that a 

banks in the state of New 
the state of Pennsylvania 

up the question and write 
The letter which Sen- 

recqjyed pointed out that 
which been 

made on transportation companies by 
legislators and the heavy increase in 
their operating expenses, railroad se- 

curities were being regarded as un- 

satisfactory from an investment point 
of view. It said in part: 

On account of their unsatisfactory 
character as an investment this bank 
has refrained from purchasing any 
additional securities of this nature; 
has largely decreased Its holdings. 
Those we have held for sometime have 
shown a very substantial shrinkage 
and we have been compelled to charge 
t»ff such shrinkage as a loss. 

The experience of this uank is mere- 

ly that of other financial institutions 
throughout the country and now that 
this serious war is on in Europe un- 

less some action can be promptly 
taken to make these securities more 

attractive, as we view if, the railroad 
securities now' held in Europe will be 
thrown upon the market as soon as 

It can be done and bring about gen- 
eral financial demoralization. 

In view of this great and extraordi- 

nary necessity it seems to us as though 
the Congress of the United States 
should meet the situation and immedi- 
ately present a joint and concurrent 

resolution of the House and the Sen- 
ate directed to the interstate com- 

merce commission, requesting that it 

because of the emergency situation 
with reference to railroad securities, 
revise and review the decision in the 

recent application of the eastern rail- 
roads and in their discretion, in view 

of the great and extraordinary neces- 

sity for this action, promptly grant 
further and adequate advances in rates 

to all the railroads. 

While the freight rate case was 

pending before the interstate com- 

merce commission public sentiment 

was largely on the railroad side. Many 
prominent shippers testified that they 
were not averse to the increase, and 
as for the consumer, the small part 
that he would have to bear would be 

to all intents and purposes negligible. 
If the railroads esat of Pittsburg 

should be authorized to make a 

5 per cent advance the commercial 
and industrial world would be greatly 
benefited. The demand for iron and 

steel products would be large, and the 

railroads would be able to expand and 

do much needed construction work. 

Magnified Counter Claims 

The Russians yesterday took their 

turn at making large claims and re- 

ported a victory over the Austrians in 

Galicia in which 30,000 prisoners were 

taken. Not to be outdone, the Ger- 

mans forthwith doubled the number 

and now claim to have in hand in East 

Prussia 71,000 Russian troops and all 

the artillery that the Czar’s army had. 

Neither report makes mention of 

casualties and to credit either would 

require a stretch of the imagination 
for which, however great the magni- 
ture of the war, pdople are not yet 
prepared. It is apparent that the 

Austrians have been defeated in Gali- 

cia and the Russians checked in Prus- 

sia, but how decisive these engage- 

ments were it is impossible to say. 

In a battle front extending over 100 

miles and involving 1,000,000 men 

such successes might be won without 

bringing final victory. 
The report that the Kaiser has gone 

to the Russian front indicates that he 

considers the danger in the east much 

greater than in France. That he 

reasons correctly none will gainsay, 
for what profiteth it him if he wins 

Paris and loses Berlin. 
There is still no definite word of 

the momentous battle being fought on 

the Franco-German line and it may be 

several days before it comes. Past 

experience in this war shows that 

news is about six days behind events 

and the fight is apparently far from 

ended. 
The silence of the British official 

bureau and the noncommittal state- 

ment of the French war office is not 

encouraging for the allies. If there 

were optimistic reports to give to the 

world there would be no hesitation, 
but it requires time to prepare the 

people for news of reverses. 

War Pictures 
Since the first intimation of the 

likelihood of a European war on a 

large scale photographic scenes have, 
of course, been in great demand in the 
United States; and when the first 

stages of mobilization were in prog- 
ress photographers throughout Eu- 

rope became extremely busy, and 

every ship crossing the Atlantic 

brought a new supply of films depict- 
ing stirring and warlike scenes. 

American newspapers and magazines 
immediately rushed expert photogra- 
phers to the war zone. 

These enterprising camera men have 
as yet had little opportunity to exer- 

cise their skill on the European fields, 
for as soon as the first excitement 

attending numerous declarations of 
war had blown over government au- 

thorities gradually secured a tight 
grip on the situation, and censorship 
of both press and film became most 

rigid. True, at the beginning of op- 

erations in Belgium officials of that 
nation seemed favorably disposed to 

the camera men, but since the Ger- 
mans have become dominant there, 
there has been a decided change in 
attitude regarding the photographer. 
Indeed, if reports be true, the Kaiser 
has given orders that any one seen on 

the field with a camera is to be sum- 

marily shot, and all of the European 
belligerents have become quite strict 
in enforcing pictorial censorship. 

Groups of camera artists, however, 
have been formed in the capitals of 

the warring nations a.id tact and in* 

fluence are being brought to bear to 

secure the privilege of reproducing 
some of the exciting events, and the 

public may rest assured that even the 

slightest opportunity will not be lost 

by our daring film men to obtain pic- 
tures of sensational interest or his- 
torical value. 

If given anything like a fair chance 
the “movie” operator would certainly 
play a leading role from an American 
viewpoint in the world’s great war. 

The European public would, per- 
haps, not be so much interested in bat- 
tle scenes flashed on the canvas, for 
these people will probably see too 

much real warfare to appreciate the 
fine points of a film. War scenes ex- 

hibited on this side of the Atlantic, 
however, would certainly prove a 

“drawing card.” 
But battles now taking place are too 

stupendous to be adequately depicted 
through the medium of the film, even 

were conditions favorable to the op- 
erators. There would necessarily be 
great danger in undertaking work of 
this kind, as picture machines now 

generally in use must be within 200 
feet of the subject before any effect 
can be obtained. But a machine hav- 
ing a range of 600 yards has recently 
been perfected and is in the hands of 
a French motion picture concern. A 
machine of this make would probably 
prove most effective in reproducing 
scenes attending a great siege, such as 

Paris may soon undergo, and if the 
least Opportunity is afforded for its 
use, many duplicates will speedily be 
constructed and put into operation. 
The American public will certainly be 
disappointed if battle scenes are not 

forthcoming as the war progresses. 

The Scientific American estimates that 

the amount of food consumed in a week 
by the German army would result in a loaf 
of bread weighing 60,130,000 pounds and 393 
feet high, a side of bacon 180 feet long and 

weighing 16,030,000 pounds, a giant potato 
188 feet high and weighing 130,330.600 
pounds and a bag of sugar 38 feet high 
and weighing 1,365,000 pounds. The loaf 
of bread, the side of bacon, the potato 
and the bag of sugar are merely figurative 
and used for the sake of comparison to 

give some idea of the quantity of food it 

| requires to feed the Kaiser's soldiers. Al- 

though meat is represented by a side of 

bacon, as a matter of fact it might be 

varied by sausage, smoked beef, fresh 

beef, salt meat or mutton. Also, these 

figures are given for the standard ra- 

tion which varies when soldiers are act- 

ually fighting or making forced marches 
in the heat of a campaign which does not 

permit them to have as many comforts 
as they enjoy during less strenuous ser- 

vice. It is thought that pemmican is be- 
ing largely used as food by the German 
army. It is estimated that the cost of 

food for the combined armies per dav 
would be $12,500,060 without the cost ol 

transportation, which would amount to 

$4,200,000 more per day. These figures are 

based on prices prevailing several years 
ago. As the prices of foodstuffs are high- 
er during war, the cost of food lor the 
armies now at war is about 16 per cent 

greater than these figures, making a total 
of approximately $22,950,000 a day for ra- 

tions delivered at the place of consump- 
tion. 

Oscar W. Underwood, Jr.’s article writ- 
ten from Paris for The Age-Herald is 
exceptionally interesting at this time. 'In 

fact, few review's or surveys of the Euro- 
pean situation dealing with the motives 

leading up to the war have been so road- 
able. 

If curious American tourists w'ho stay- 
in Europe to see the excitement meet with 
the usual fate of the innocent bystander 
they will have only themselves to blame. 

The entire country sympathizes with 
President Wilson in the brave effort he 

is making to be cheerful in spite of the 

heavy burdens he bears. 

The Panama canal, having been opened 
to business and syncopated in ragtime 
songs, we may now' look upon it as more 

or less of a fixture. 

Frenchmen may have been a trifle too 

hasty in taking the mourning off the 
statue to Strashurg in Paris, but the war 

is not ended yet. ; 

As a result of the war Baptists are now 

permitted to hold prayer meetings in Rus- 
sia. Autocracy loosens up considerably 
under pressure. 

It is presumed that all the bathing beau- 

ties have fled from Ostend. That’s tough 
for the British soldiers who are sojourn- 
ing there. 

Paris is surrounded by triple lines of 
defenses. It will require something more 

than a hop, skip and a jump to get over 

them. v 

With the shadow of war lowering over 

half the world, optimism should be en- 

couraged more than ever in this coun- 

try. 

Tommy Atkins fraternizes with French 
soldiers, but on account of linguistic dlf- 
nculties they can’t swap many yarns. 

Switzerland la not at war—not yet—but 
is already suffering as the result of hav- 
ing to feed a large army. 

The stoppage of Immigration Is permit- 
ting Ellis Island tb take a much needed 
rest. 

liPKE M’LIKG SAYS 
From Uie Cincinnati Enquirer. 

Some*men can do as they please. Hut 
a married man has a choice of either let- 
ting his wife do as she pleases or having 
a battle royal every day In the year 

Every girl Is fond of sports until she 
discovers that she has married one. 

The poor man has It all over the leh 
man. He can stay home at night and 
read all the automobile advertisements 
and know that he Isn’t paying $t’r, pe- 
month for garage rent and *50 per month 
for gas and repairs. 

Every cloud has its sliver lining. The 
silhouette skirts arc doomed to go in a 
few weeks, but we will see less of pipe 
stem props and knock knees. 
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IN HOTEL LOBBIES 
Steel Men Will Marvel 

"The American Iron and Steel Institute, 
which Is to meet in Birmingham In Oc- 
tober, will bring the largest number of 
men prominent in the industrial life of 
this country ever assembled here," said 
Samuel \V. Garland of Philadelphia. 

"Of course, not a few of the members 
of the institute have been to the Birming- 
ham district, but many will see it on this 
occasion for the first time. Those who 
have been here before, but not in the 
very recent years, will certainly marvel 
at Birmingham's progress. 

"My first visit to Birmingham was In 
1897. Ground had Just been broken for 
the steel plant. Birmingham appeared 
to be a thrifty industrial town, but when 
I came on my second visit, which was two 
years ago, I scarcely recognized the city. 
It is safe to say that Birmingham is 

growing faster than any town in the 
south and that before many decades It 
will have a population of fully 500,000.' 

Conditions In Cnlhonn County 
Dr. John Rowan, judge of probate of 

Calhoun county, was in Birmingham 3;es- 
terda>r on business. Judge Rowan was ap- 
pointed to the vacancy caused by the 
death of Judge Joseph J. Arnold, who had 
been appointed to the vacancy caused by 
the death of Judge Emmett Crook, who 
for many years had filled the office. 

Speaking of conditions in his section 

Judge#Rowan said: "You know we have 
a favored section in Calhoun. Our crops 
are diversified and as our lands are un- 

usually fertile, we rarely have crop fail- 
ures. Our county is one of three in the 
state mentioned for the length of staple 
of Its cotton b>' the federal census bu- 

reau. In Calhoun are the famed valleys 
of the Choccolocco, Alexandria and others. 
Our people are going into^he raising of 
fine stock, grass ana grain and fruit. We 
have aft excellent system of roads. Of 
course we are In trepidation as to the ef- 
fect of the war upon our country and 
crops; in fact, ‘some of our folks are 

pretty nigh scared to death’; still we 

hope good will come out of it, and that 
’twill not last long." 

Make Thla a Trophy Day 
"The fans should turn out in great num- 

bers Wednesday to w-itness the game be- 
tween Birmingham %and Atlanta," said 
a Rotarian last night. "The trophy for 
the opening day attendance record will 
be presented to the local club by Presi- 
dent Kavanaugh of the Southern league, 
and it is expected that there will be a 

crowd of about 15,000 present when this 
is done. 

"On the opening day of the present 
baseball season the civic organizations 
were largely Instrumental in bringing out 
a crowd of 12,222 fans, which gave Bir- 
mingham the largest attendance of any 
city In, the league. Atlanta came next, 
but she was about 4000 behind us. 

"It is proposed on Wednesday to commem- 

orate the victory of opening day by bring- 
ing out more fans than ever before gath- 
ered at Rickwood field, and show the At- 
lanta people what a fine crowd Birming- 
ham can show when it wants to cele- 
brate." 

The Wheeler Business College 
The booklet just issued by the Wheeler 

Business college, Willard J. Wheeler, 
president and general manager, is an ex- 

ceptionally beautiful specimen of the 

printer’s art. It is well illustrated and 
In addition to portraits of the faculty and 
scenes relating t* the college, two pages 
are devoted to Birmingham. There is a 

new and particularly attractive sky line 
of the business district, and much impor- 
tant information In a nutshell about the 
city. The population is estimated at 200,- 
000. Among other paragraphs about Bir- 

mingham are these: 
“Has a climate free from extremes of 

heat and cold. 
“It is the fastest growing city of its 

class in America, and has a warm wel- 
come for the worthy stranger. 

"It is the best place in the world in 
which to live and make a living.’’ 

The booklet is printed on white paper 
of egg-shell finish and its thick paper 
cover of buff hue displays fine taste. It 
will serve as one of the many excellent 
advertising publications issued during the 
last year or tw'o. 

Hopeful of Business Fuuture 
“I was In my old home town, Cincin- 

nati, recently, and was glad to see pros- 
perity in evidence there,” said W. F. 
Greaves, general southern agent of the 

Big Four, with headquarters In Birming- 
ham. 

“Cincinnati is always wide awake, and 
if business is good anywhere, that city 
is sure to have its share of it. 

“As to business conditions in the south, 
the outlook is very bright, indeed. 1 am 

naturally of a hopeful disposition, but 
those persons w'ho are not particularly 
optimistic must see that Birmingham has 
a splendid future ahead of it. Business 
Is fairly good here now', and there Is every 
reason to believe that great activity will 
prevail during the fall of the year.” 

Prisoners’ Relief Society 
Arthur Cody of Baltimore is in Bir- 

mingham for a few days, and while here 
will endeavor to establish a branch office 
of the Prisonc s’ Relief society, which has 

only recently been organized, bul Mr. 
Cody states that several branches aro 

already In successful operation in large 
cities and that much good work is planned 
in behalf of the families of prisoners. Mr. 
Cody gives an outline of reforms con- 

templated: 
’’The primary object of this association 

Is to assist the families of men who are 

In prlsqn. The greatest obstacle in the 
way of the reformation of men who are 
sent to the prisons of the country Is Ihat 
the convicts are rendered desperate often-- 
times by the fact that their families aro 

suffering for necessities, such as food, 
clothing, and a place to live. They are 
also victims of the prejudices of society 
anu are made outcasts and criminals as 

the result of the mistaken attitude which 
Is assumed toward them, and this poverty 
and disgrace often leads such families' to 
lives of shame. In most cases the im- 
prisonment of a man means the destruc- 
tion of nis entire family, his wife and 
children. Although guiltless, they are 

shunned by their neighbors, and the nat- 
ural result is the boys become thieves 
and worse and land In the reform school, 
and the girls are marked down as the 
prey of the white slaver, and then often 
through the weight of circumstances the 
wife and mother la forced Into a life of 
Immorality if not into open shame. To 
relieve the destitution will be the first 
object. The next will be the securing of 
employment for the men who come out 
of prison, and to use the best endeavors 
to modify the prejudices against the inau 
who has wronged society and help him 
get a new start In life. The operations of 
the Prisoners' Relief society will be as 

quiet as possible In order that the people 
whom It seeks to reach may not be 
wounded through mistaken attempts at 
kindness whereby public attention la 
called to their humiliation and grief. 

••All inquiries will be oheerfully md 
promptly answered. Names and ad- 
dresses of any prisoners’ family in need 
will be appreciated. 

"My temporary address is The Avalon, 
2190 Fifth avenue.-' ^ 

j WAR ECHOES 

J. 'J. Williams in letter to New York 

Times: Immediately after .the assassina- 

tion of the Austrian archduke, Russia 

started making warlike preparations. Mid- 

dle of July last, the most important Rus- 

sian newspaper, the Novoye Vremya, pub- 
lished a sensational article to the effect 

that Russia would be ready to completely 
crush Germany and Austria in 1916, and 
to establish a great Slav empire in Eu- 

rope. Of course, this article was trans- 

lated in German newspapers, and it goes 

without saying that it made a very deep 
impression in Oerman>* and Austria. Ger- 
mans asked themselves, “Why should we 

oblige Russia by waiting another twro 

years?" The Berliner Lokal Anzeiger wrote, 
“Rather have an end with terror than a 

terror without end." On July 27 the great 
Russian liberal paper, the Retch, wrote 

that, if a great European war should 
break out, the cause would have to be 

laid at the doors. oT the Novoye Vremya 
for their warlike article. As the Retch 

continued in agitating for peace, the news- 

paper was ordered to be suspended by the 
Russian government. On July 29 last a 

council of the Russian cabinet ministers 
decided for war, and ordered a general 
mobilization of the Russian army and 

navy (the only Russian minister who 

spoke for peace ih this council was the 
minister of agriculture). On July 25 I 

traveled from Helsingfors to Reval, where 
I saw the whole Russian Baltic fleet as- 

sembled. On July 29 T witnessed hostile 
demonstrations of a big Russian mob 
before shops and hotels owned by Ger- 
mans and Austrians in Moscow. On July 
30 Germany asked Russia to stop mobiliz- 
ing. but Russia declined to do so. On 
August 1 a squadron of Russian Cossacks 
crossed the German boundary on the 

River Warthe. 

As wfe Anglo-Saxons have always prided 
ourselves on our love of fair play, I ask 

you whether Germany was not justified 
under these circumstances to decide war? 

Philadelphia Public Ledger: The naval 
battle at Helgoland, in which the Ger- 
mans lost three cruisers and two destroy- 
ers, although not fought by the major 
units of thq^opposing fleets, produced a 

stimulating moral effect upon the people 
of Great Britain and their naval defend- 
ers. It terminates a long period of 
anxious tension, and demonstrates that 
the British seamen have not lost that 

power of Initiative and rugged daring 
which won for their nation the proud title 
of “Mistress of the Seas.” The circum- 
stances of this the first hostile contact of 
German and British sea forces are partic- 
ularly gratifying to British pride, for the 
Britons were the aggressors, the engage- 
ment was fought in the defended waters 
of the enemy, behind fortifications which 
were though to be all-sufficient defenses 
of the approaches to the Elbe, and result- 
ed in a serious loss to the enemy. 

This sea raid upon the natal station 
at Helgoland, while It emphasizes the im- 

portance of the islet of the North sea 

as a base for offensive action, proves that 
so long as the command of the sea re- 

mains with the British it is far from the 
menace to British security it has been 

represented to be. Germany, since the res- 
toration of the island by Great Britain, 
has used it as a naval base, and more re- 

cently as a Zeppelin station. If, however, 
it can be successfully raided by a British 

light squadron and its naval defenses 
drawn out and shattered, as was done in 
this instance, its sting is largely drawn. 

New York Times: If it Is true that Bel- 
gulm is to receive $100,000,000 from England 
and France as a solace for the losses in- 
curred through her brave resistance of 
the invaders, the world will feel that the 

gift is well bestowed. “Horum omnium 
fortissimi sunt Belgae” ("Of all these the 
bravest are the Belgians”), writes Caesar 
In his “Commentaries” of the tribe which 
inhabited the northwestern part of Gaul. 
There was no Liege in his day, but the 
identical site of Namur was occupied by 
Aduatlcum, which gave him a resistance 
of many days after his defeat of the 
Nervii. 

The Belgians, who once occupied the 
land north of the Seine almost to the 
banks of the Rhine, have preserved their 
name as a people from that day to this, 
but their name as a nation, obliterated by 
Caesar, was not revived until 1830, when 
the present kingdom was founded. All 

through the dark ages, the middle ages, 
the Renaissance, and even through the 
Napoleonic period, their country's iden- 

tity was merged in that of the Nether- 
lands. Sixteen years after the defense 
of Quatre Bras by the Belgians the king- 
dom which united the people with Hol- 
land collapsed and the Belgians asserted 
their Independence as a nation. 

Cleveland Plain Dealer: Starvation is 
an ancient and honorable adjunct of war- 

fare. When an army of superior num- 

bers finds it difficult or iniposibLe to cap- 
ture a<gity or a fort by force of arms it 
forms itself in a circle about its victim, 
and sits down to watch it starve. 

Forty-four years ago the Germans be- 
sieged Paris for four months. The city 
was not prepared for a siege, and the' 
suffering was great. The capitulation 
was practically the end of the war. 

It is becoming Increasingly likely that 
a German army of invasion may again 
fight its way to the gates of Paris. The 
slow but 8teadjf advance from the Bel- 

gian frontier has Paris as its avowed 
goal. Unless the allies can strike a 

crushing blow at the immense army of 
the Kaiser, Paris may once again be sub- 
jected to the process of starvation. 

But this time Paris will not starve so 

soon. The government has been busily 
hoarding food supplies within the forti- 
fications. There is said to be food enough 
to last for an indefinite period. Horses, 
cats and the animals of the zoo will not, 
be sought as table delicacies. 

Moreover, science has made advances 
since 1871, and one line of advance has 

been In the development of concentrated 
and tabloid foods. Nourishment of this 
kind may not be altogether satisfying 
but men can live on it and fight on it. 

Aside from the undoubted fact of the 
city’s deliberate preparation for a siege, 
the Germans will be confronted by an- 

other difficulty if they attempt to wait for 

Paris to starve. In 1870 and 1871 the 
French armies were crushed and practi- 
cally helpless before the beginning of 
the siege. In 1914 a besieging army 
would be compelled to withstand and beat 
off constant attacks from without 
France is not crushed, and from England 
great armies will continue to come to 
France’s aid. A German besieging force 

flight, in fact, find Itself besieged and be 
orced to fight Its way out. 

Washington Post: The advice of the 
Secretary of State to Americans In Eu- 
rope to return home Is well timed. After 
the first panic many “Americans found 
themselves untouched by war conditions, 
while others gctually courted trouble for 
the sake of observing the operations. 
These classes decided to stay in the war 

sones.^relylng upon their, good luck and 
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ADRIFT WITH THI 
i —-- 

A WAR INCIDENT. 
At last we know that a war has begun, For only this morning we read 
°La *al^ant gunner who stood by his gun Till all of his comrades were dead. 

No matter how splendid the deeds that 
are done 

When heroic blood Is shed, Hats oft to the gunner who stands by his 
gun 

Till all of his comrades are dead! 

TO BE SURE. 
"A man should try to put his best foot 

forward." 

"In dancing the tango it’s imperative." 

TOO LIVELY. 

"\V hat's become of the manager's 'pep* 
room which was charged with electricity 
to enliven players before they went on 

the stage?” 

"It's closed indefinitely. The press 

agent blundered into it one day and none 

of the newspapers would publish tho copy 

he turned out." 

A BREACH OF NEUTRALITY. 

"What's become of your cook?" 

"Gone." » 

"Did she take French leave?" 

"No, indeed. Her name is Gretchen. To 

say that she took French leave would be 

particularly malapropos at this time." 

EASILY TIRED. 

A lazy man is Samson Block, 
Of whom it has been stated 

That when he’s forced to wind the clock 
He falls back quite prostrated. 

LET SUGAR DROP. 

"Well, I'm glad to see that the price 
of automobile tires has been reduced." 

"What good does that do a poor man? 

Automobile tires are not edible." 

CERTAINLY NOT. 

"What's that In your hand?" 

"A vanity box." 

Pshaw! It’s too small. A little thing 

like that wouldn't hold a woman's van- 

ity." 
«■••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••*••••*•■••• 

DOES 

A cheerful cha 
His like you 

Just so there's 
His joy is qu 

A PR 

"And you use 

do anything in 

"My dear, wh 

ment like that t 

to take it as a 

! matter drop." 
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The hunters will 
Their turn ;wlll 

And every cow 

"DON’T SliOG 

Indeed, our beef 
This warning w 

As cows go sail 
"Don’t Shoot Me, I'm No Bird:" 

—New York Mail. 

I only hope the faithful prune 
Will not go soaring toward the moon. 
If e'er Its price is boosted high, 
We might as well prepare to die. 

IDLE OPINIONS. 
Some men pride themselves on the kind 

of chicken's they raise and others on the 
kind they chase. 

The average man expects a woman to be 
true to him while he does as he darn 
pleases. 

War Is all that Sherman said It was, blit 
since It started you don't see any more 

pictures In the newspapers of Mrs. Pank- 
hurst kicking a London policeman on 

the shlnb. 

A great many fellows gladly fatten a 

"kitty" who wouldn't hesitate to poison 
a cat. 

The old gentleman who snorts his indig- 
nation on the slightest provocation nearly 
snorts his nose off when he reads wl.it is 
going on every day in Europe. 

Bravery on the field of battle wins your 

country's gratitude, but nobody cheers 

you for not yelping in a dentist's chair. 
P. L 
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GREAT TRIALS OF HISTORY 
/ 

TRIAL OF EDWARD PARKER DE\CON \ 
.. I 

FRENCH trial, well within th 

memory of the older readers, wa 

that of Edward Parker Deacor 

accused of having killed M. Abeille a 

Cannes, on February 18, 1892, on accoun 

of an intimacy which he believed existei 

j between the Frenchman and the Ameri 
can's wife. 

Deacon was a member of a prominen 
Boston family, and at the time of th< 

murder he was a member of an import 
ant banking firm in Paris. Abeille am 

Deacon had been close friends until th< 
latter's suspicious were aroused. His wif< 
and he had been spending sometime a 

Cannes. He had gone to Paris exffectinj 
to remain a few days, but suddenl: 
changed his mind, arrived at the Hote 
Splendide, Cannes, at midnight, February 
18, and w*ent, at once to his room. Tin 

door was locked but he burst in and fount 
Mrs. Deacon and M. Emile Abeille to 

gether. The husband exchanged a fev 

hot words with the Frenchman and draw 
ing from his pocket a pistol he killed him 
Mrs. Deacon was the daughter of Ad 

miral Charles H. Baldwin of the Unite< 
States navy, who had died previous t< 

the tragedy. 
After Mr. Deacon had killed Abeilh 

he turned angrily upon his wife, who wai 

shivering and trembling close to the spo 
where her lover lay bathed in his bloot 
and said: *‘I have a good mind to kil 
you as I have killed that man; but killing 
is too good for you. You shall be re 

served for a worse' fate; you shall liv< 

to have the finger of scorn pointed at yoi 

for the rest of your life. Never let me set 

your deceitful face again.” 
When he had finished. Mrs. Deacon gav< 

a shriek of terror, fell on her face an< 

was picked up insensible and carried t< 

an adjoining room. The four childrei 
who were in the hotel at the time wen 

conducted to another part, of the build 
ing where their father and friends die 

their best to pacify them. Mr. Deacoi 

had the full sympathy of everybody, ever 

the police officers allowing him to pasi 
the rest of the night in the hotel with 
out taking him into custody. The trag 
edy created a great sensation in bott 
Europe and this country, as Mr. and 

a iuis, uii jiiutcu in uiu ninntni imag 

of continental society. 
Mr. Deacon was remanded to jail the 

following day and Mrs. Deacon myste- 
riously disappeared with the children. On 

| February 22, the accused was examined 
regarding the murder and was remanded 
for trial. The trial took place at Nice 
on May 20 following, a large crowd of 
the residents of the French city gather- 
ing about the palais de justice while it 

L proceeded and the demand for tickets was 

extraordinary. 
The trial was presided over by Judge 

Aubertin. The Count du Moirin, procurer 
of the government, was prosecuting at- 

torney, while Mr. Deacon was represented' 

^ by four of the most eminent lawyers of 
France, including Mai ti e Demange. 

Mr. Deacon appeared In the courtroom 
accompanied by two gendarmes. The se- 

lection of a jury was quickly disposed of. 
Mrs. Deacon, who had been formerly cited 
to appear, was not present. Mr. Deacon, 
on the invitation of the president of the 
court, recounted his relations with his 

( 
wife from their marriage until 1890. Their 
life, he said, was a happy one until they 
made the acquaintance of Abcille in 18S7. 
Abeille’s visits to their home were at first 
rare but subsequently became so frequent 
that he objected. Finally these visits led 
to the breaking of the happy marriage 
relations which had heretofore existed 

1 between husband and wife. 
After Mr. Deacon had given his evidence 

Mrs. Deacon’s deposition was read, her 
1 

physicians claiming that she was too ill 
1 to be present in person. This was followed 
1 by the testimony of Imra Deodat, the 

femme de ehambre, whose, evidence was in 
1 favor of her mistress. The trial only con- 

sumed one day and after the jury had 
deliberated half an hour they brought in 

1 
a verdict of the prisoner’s having in- 

1 flicted wounds resulting in. death without 
intention to kill, being equivalent to a 

1 verdict of wilfully wounding. The judge 
1 sentenced Deacon to a year’s imprison- 

ment, which verdict was entirely unex- 

( pected and was greeted with groans and 
hisses. 

Deacon was at once taken back to prison 
where he remained until December 21, 
when he was pardoned by President Car- 
not. 

TOMORROW—TRIAL OF JOHN PORTEOUS J 
their government to shield them from real 
danger. 

Europe Is not a good place for Amer- 
icans now. They may not be In danger, 
but they are certainly In the way. They 
are not producers, but consumers, and it 
will be hard enough for the European 
nations to feed /hemselves without feed- 
ing visitors. 

Americans who undertake to peep into 

the very crater of the European volcano 
incur grave risks, and unnecessarily bring 
embarrassment to their government. In 
spite of criticism, the government has 

well handled the great and sudden task 
of caring for stranded Americans in Eu- 
rope. but there should be no unnecessary 
addition to that task. The most useful 

part an American abroad can play Just 
now Is to get accommodations anc^ come 
home, where he belongs. He will reliev# 
the anxiety of his friends and clear the 
cables of Inquiries, thus making way 
for the relief of others. 

There are plenty of steamers sailing 
from British ports for the United States. 
The sea lane Is patrolled clear across the 
Atlantic by British cruisers. There is no 

good reason why Americans should not 
come home. 

SOUTH AMERICAN NEEDS 
From the New York American. 

What South America wants to buy and 
sell in expanding her commerce with the 
United States has been set forth in the 
following Imports and exports, based on 

government reports issued by the new 

South American bureau of the department 
of commerce: 

Argentina—Imports: Automobiles, agri- 
cultural and dairy machinery, cement, 
furniture, oil stoves, windmills, wire fenc- 
ing, kitchen utensils, hardware, canned 
and fancy foodsturfs. Exports: Beef, mut- 
ton, hides, animal hair, bristles, flax, wool 
and whale oil. 

Brazil—Imports: Flour, cement, con- 

densed milk, rubber goods, pianos, furni- 
ture, dried fruits, typewriters, paint. Ex- 
ports: Coffee, cocoa, hides, manganese ore, 
Brazil nuts, carnauba wax, crude rubber, 
sugar and tobacco. 

Bolivia—Imports: Cheap clothing, flour, 
electrical goods. Exports: Crude rubber, 
ebony, cocoa, sugar cane, spices, tin, zinc, 
bismuth, copper. 

Chile—Imports: Cement, cotton yarn, 

-\ 

manufactured iron and steel, locomotives, 
petroleum products, woollen goods. Ex- 
ports: Nitrate, borate; iodine, wool, hides, 
honey and beeswax. 

Colombia—Imports: Prepared foodstuffs, 
crockery, drugs and medicine, metal 
wares, cotton goods, perfumes, soapB. Ex- 

ports: Coffee, gold, hides, bananas, rub- 
ber, platinum and nuts. 

Ecuador—Imports: Foodstuffs, cheap 
textiles, boots and shoes. Exports; Cocoa 
beans, coffee, Panama hats,, ivory nuts, 
rubber, hides. 

Paraguay—Imports: Household utensils, 
sewing machines, agricultural implements, 
cotton goods, hardware, foodstuffs. Ex- 

ports: Forest and live stock products, 
tobacco, yerba mate. 

Peru—Imports: Cotton textiles, leather 
goods, metal wares, china, paints, pre- 
pared foodstuffs. Exports: Sugar, rub- 
ber, guano, copper, silver sulphide, vana- 
dium. 

Uruguay—Imports: Cotton goods, paper 
manufactures, wood manufactures, chem- 
ical products, cement, refined sugar, win- 
dow glass, fence wire, galvanized iron, 
paints. Exports: Live stock products. 

Venezuela—Imports: Agricultural im- 
plements, cotton goods, flour, lard, rice, 
wire. Exports: Coffee, cocoa and agri- 
cultural products. 

BESIDE THE SLAIN 

By Austin Dobson. 
Here in this leafy place. 

Quiet he lies, 
Cold, with his sightless face 
Turned to the skies; 
'Tls but another dead; 
All you can say is said. 

Carry his body hence: 
Kings must have slaves; 

Kings climb to eminence 
Over men’s graves. 

So this man’s eye is dim; 
Throw the earth over him. 

Ah. if beside the dead 
Slumbered the paint 

Ah! if tho hearts that bled 
Blept with the slain! 

If the grief dledl But no— 
Death will net have U aol 

... 


