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Wtint King so strong enn tie the gull 

tip In the slanderous tonguof 
—Measure for Measure, 

BEGINNING THE DAY—O God, 

In my Intimate secret self put me 

In harmony with Thee. Then may 1 

move outward In thought, speech 
and act. along linen of swcclncas 

and rhythm. May my life accord 
with tlic whole order of things un- 

til I shall feel the pnlalng of God's 

.side symphony. In Chrlst'a name. 

Amen.—II. M. E. 

Keeping Policemen Healthy 
A plan that has been successfully 

tried in New York, and might be 

equally beneficial on a smaller scale 

in other cities of the country, seeks 

to build up the health of New York’s 

police department by looking after the 

men when they first begin to show 

signs of disability, instead of waiting 
until they become seriously ill. 

It is said that many policemen siff- 

fer from broken arches of the feet 

and are flat footed. The surgeons of 

New York’s police department are de- 

voting much attention to such cases 

and are trying to remedy defects by 

advising the men to wear the right 
kind of shoes. A soldier who is not 

properly shod soon becomes prac- 

tically useless, and a policeman who 

has trouble with his feet is almost in 

the same plight, although his walking 
is done under less trying circum- 

stances than the marching of a sol- 

dier. 
There aje 25 surgeons attached to 

the New York police department and 

they care for the health of 10,760 
members. They are subject to the 

same rules and regulations as other 

members of the department. In 

emergency cases they do valuable 

work, in addition to being called on 

at all hours of the day and night to 

attend members of the department 
/no may be ill. 
In 1913 police surgeons paid 53,854 

visits to members of the department 
on sick leave and 8000 visits to po- 

licemen who were suffering from 

minor ailments and were still on duty. 
They have many clerical duties to 

perform and are* frequently sum- 

moned to station houses where police- 
men have become ill. As a result of 
their efficient work the health of 
New York’s police department is bet- 
ter than that of the United States 

army. 

Efficiency In .Marine Corps 
The United States marine corps, an 

Independent branch of the military 
establishment serving under the Sec- 
retary of the Navy, has long been 
noted for its efficiency and its stand- 
ard of discipline was never higher 
than it is today. 

/ The marines are the soldiers of the 
navy and are called upon for active 
military duty oftener even than the 
men of the army. 

The marine corps includes only 
about 9000 enlisted men. The ranks 
are now full and that being so the 
vacancies as they occur are filled by 
men who have passed an exceptionally 
fine examination. The rules govern- 

ing^ enlistments are ordinarily rigid, 
and now they are particularly so. 

A mpn, in order to become a United 
States marine, must be physically 
perfect,* must have a good English 
education—if a high school graduate, 
so much the better—and must be of 
exemplary character. The marine 

corps is, in fact, a picked corps and 

is surpassed by no similar body of 

soldiers in the world. 

A Small Cotton Acreage 
For the first time in many years the 

south’s cotton acreage next spring will 

be greatly reduced. When farmers’ 

organizations began to adopt resolu- 

tions in avor of crop reducing people 
smiled and said that a big crop would 

ba planted nevertheless. 
But the low price of cotton made a 

much more serious situation than was 

at First realized. The banks took the 

matter in hand and adopted a policy 
not to lend money to fanners next 

spring unless they agreed to raise lit- 

tld or Bo cotton. The $135,000,006 

^cotton loan fund was raised for the 

purpose of enabling farmers to carry 
over the surplus cotton until 1916. A 
50 per cent crop would put the price 
up and the surplus would be needed 
two years hence. 

It is hoped the farmers will avail 
themselves of the opportunity of bor- 

rowing money from the big fund on 

a 6 cents a pound basis. They should 
not delay. If large numbers appeal 
to the loan fund committee millions 
of dollars will pour into the south 
which would have the effect of new 

capital and would at the same time 
enable farmers to pay their debts and 
hold their cotton for high prices. 

The crop diversification movement is 

progressing with enthusiasm. Large 
crops of grain and wheat have been 
sown. More attention than ever is be- 

ing paid to live stock, and the corn 

crop next year will probably more 

than double that of last. 
This time next year the farmers of 

Alabama should be enjoying record- 

breaking prosperity. 

Ureal Future For the Steel Trade 
Cl nrles M. Schwab, president of 

the Bethlehem Steel corporation, just 
back from England, makes a state- 

ment which will be found on the first 

page of today’s Age-Herald. It is the 
most cheering and altogether the most 

stimulating announcement printed in 

many a day. 
Mr. Schwab is known as the semi- 

official agent of the British govern- 

ment and through the British govern- 
ment as the agent of the allies. After 

an interview with Lord Kitchener a 

month or more ago he came back with 

his pocket full of orders for subma- 
rines and the like. "But President Wil- 
son had something to say and Mr. 
Schwab gracefully bowed to the ad- 
ministration’s policy and told England 
that he could not fabricate and deliver 
submarines at this time. But as Mr. 
Schwab’s statement in today’s paper 
sets forth he will more than make up 
in larger business for anything lost 

by not getting it. 
The large contracts that Mr. Schwab 

has in view will keep his plant at 

Bethlehem busy day and night for 

many months to come. Whatever or- 

ders he has are rush orders, and the 
contracts, therefore, will have to be 
filled as speedily as possible. That 
means that all the steel companies in 
the United States will have a share 
in this business. Orders for many 
million dollars worth of steel products 
will come to the Birmingham district. 

Prosperity will be greatly in evi- 
dence here between now and spring. 
The eastern railroads will soon be in 
the market for new ec 

is hardly a railroad 

country that does not feel a pressing 
need for betterment, and orders for 
new rails and new cars will not be long 
delayed. Within the next month or two 
the railroads will be liberal customers 
of the iron and steel companies. 

In the meantime many facts con- 

cur to brighten the Birmingham dis- 
trict. One is the announcement that 
the United States Steel corporation 
has decided not to cut wages; an- 

other is the announcement of the 
Tennessee company that operations 
at its rail mill at Ensley would be 
resumed Monday, arid biggest of all is 
Mr. Schwab’s announcement. 

The pig iron market after a very 
heavy buying movement continues 
fairly active. The price is still low— 
barely above the cost of production— 
but the fact that an immense ton- 
nage has been sold will be a boon to 
the traffic departments of the rail- 
roads. On the whole, December has 
been the best month hereabouts since 
the European war jbegan, and begin- 
ning with January the improvement 
in the industrial field will be large 
and far-reaching. 

Winter Fighting 
In following the titanic operations 

in the eastern field of the war, which 
have been the center of interest for 
the last three weeks, one is in danger 
of overlooking conflicts in the western 

theatre, which are even more im- 

portant than the encounters of Prus- 
sian and Cossack. 

The allies have maintained a slow, 
cautious offensive that has gained 
ground steadily even if measured in 

yards on some days. On both wings 
of the German army stretched across 

Belgium and the north of France are 

vital operations progress of which the 
world is still permitted only a glimpse. 

The most important fighting in the 
western field again has been in Flan- 
ders, where the Germans have been 

■ forced back across the Yser canal,1 
which ran red with German bloOd 
before a foothold on the left bank was 

gained. Thus the Germans lose what 
■ cost them tens of thousands of men 

1 to win. The fighting here is pro- 
greasing slowly and the allies are 

making themselves secure in all posi- 
! tions taken. 
I Such fighting may be expected un- 

til the early spring, when major of- 
l fensive operations will be begun by 
i both sides. As yet the allies have not 

; sufficient numerical superiority to 
r permit of attempts to crush the Ger- 

t man army and the remainder of the 
winter will be used to remedy this de- 

) feet. Of the vast number of English 

recruits now in training in England, 
the majority will be sent over to win- 
ter in France and see something of 
real campaigning, thus gaining double 
the experience in one-fourth the time 
which it would require in camp. 

Actual facts as to operations in Po- 
land, Galicia and East Prussia are 

still hidden in a mass of contradic- 
tions. That the Germans have won 

important successes is evidenced by 
the fact that the Russians have been 
forced to abandon, temporarily, at 
least, the siege of Cracow. How ex- 
tensive these successes have been can 

only be determined by time. 

Now Year s Day In the trenches will be 
fittingly celebrated by the French sol- 
diers. M. Mlllerand, French minister of 
war. has drawn up a menu for a New 
Year’s dinner that will consist of ham, 
sausages, apples, oranges, half a litre of 
wine and a cigar extra for each man 

serving in the ranks. There will also be a 

bottle of champagne for every four sol- 
diers. Supplies are easily carried to the 
French troops at the front and in what 
is called the "western theatre of war" 
there is no reason why all the belligerents 
should not enjoy New Year's dinners, as 

both sides have their lines of communi- 
cation open and facilities for transporting 
supplies of every sort are excellent. 

We fear that it will be Impossible to 
make moving pictures of Henry Siegel 
starting to serve his sentence in prison, 
as he will hardly act the part and there 
is not much chance of his going in 
earnest. 

‘‘In what respect does a salesgirl's watst 
differ from that of a duchess?" asks the 
r.outsvllle Courier-Journal. Sometimes 
there's a difference of many inches in 
favor of the salesgirl’s waist. 

In four consecutive days there was no 

arrest for drunkenness in Petrograd, al- 

though two of the days were holidays 
and one was Sunday. Petrograd's 
"drouth" is the real article. 

Although constructively a "dry” town, 
blind tigers” continue to flourish in An- 

niston and one tragedy caused by liquor 
follows fast on the heels of another. 

The old-fashioned editor who hints to 
his subscribers that a Christmas turkey 
would not be amiss is writing paragraphs 
for a weekly newspaper In Alabama. 

General Scott will try to create a neu- 
tral zone along the Mexican bolder. He 
has a Job that will keep him busy for 
an Indefinite period. 

rile little Alabama boy wtio sold his 
chickens to buy stockings for the Belgians 
deserves to be handsomely remembered 
by Santa Claus. 

The club recently organized to encour- 

age the use, of Latin could work to bet- 
ter purpose by encouraging the use of 
proper English. 

Most unkind of Zapata's followers to 
stnd a wild locomotive to meet Carranza s 

train, but it would have made a dandy 
moving picture. 

It Is announced that the British cen- 

sorship will not be suspended on Christ- 
mas day. People who meddle hate to 

stop. 

Who would have thought that there 
would be a “New Orleans end” to the 
war In Europe? 

The United States Steel corporation 
proves that it has a heart by not cutting 
salaries. 

You can always tell a “spug” by the 

hopeless look on his or her face. 

In the “theatre of war” the snowstorms 
are real and death also. 

MERCHANT’S VIEW 

Mr. E. W. Barrett. Editor Age-Herald: 
I read very carefully your editorial by 

Ned Brace of Sunday, December 20, and 
I could not help from writing you what 
I think about same. 

I think that every point you made In 
your editorial is correct; that is the only 
solution to relieve the financial trouble 
of the city of Birmingham; if everybody 
in the city of Birmingham y?[\\ pay the 
taxes they should and not have any 
pets in the collecting of same, and the 

city administration to be worked in a 

business way, I cannot see why tkc 
city would not be able to pay its ex- 

penses as well as any business. I think 
the administration of a city is not any 
more than any other business institu- 
tion. 

What would you or I think about any 
big corporation if they would not be 
able to manage their own affairs and 
would be forced to call upon 100 citi- 
zens to straighten out their business af- 
fairs? 

I think the idea of two separate coun- 

ties would never accomplish anything. 
First, it will be like you say, a major- 
ity of business people in Birmingham will 

have to leave their business and go to 

Bessemer or somewhere else to attend 
court all the time. I am one that has 

been caught nine times already this year. 
The only thing two counties can accom- 

plish is some more offices and some more 

jobs for politicians. Yours truly, 
LOUIS PIZITZ. 

Birmingham, December 22, 1914. 

TUB SERPENT TONGUE 
From the Fables of Robert Louis Steven- 

son. 

A man quarreled with his friend. "I 

have been much deceived in you,” said the 
mail. 

And the friend made a face at him and 
went away. 

A little after they both died and came 
together before the great white Justice 
of the Peace. It began to look black for 
the friend, btu the man for a while had 
a clear character and was getting into 
good spirits. 

find here some records of a quarrel.” 
said the Justice, looking in his notes. 
"Which of you was in the wrong?” 

“He was,” said the man. "He spoke 
ill of me behind my back.” 

"Did he so;" said the Justice. "And pray 
how did he speak about your neigh* 
bors?” 

"Oh. he had always a nasty tongue," 
said the man. 

"And you chose him for your friend,” 
cried the Justice. "My good fellow, we 

have no use here for fools." 
So tiie man was cast in the pit, and 

the friend laughed out aloud in the dark 
and remained to be tried on other charges. 

i 

IN HOTEL LOBBIES 
Welch** Fine Apple Crop 

“The apple crop on my Waynesvflle, N, 
C., farm, where my summer home Is lo- 

ot ted," said Mr. J. L. Welch, “is mag- 

nificent this year. I have 75 acres In 

Albermarle pippins and Stayman wire- 

saps. I am selling quantities of these 

apples in Birmingham. Jsorth Carolina 
is the place for a man to go who wants 
to take life easy and make money in 
fruits.” 

Mr. Welch brought with him practical 
testimony of his apple crop in the form 
of a basket of fruit. 

Big Crop of Cotton I,Inter* 
“In the estimate of a 17,000,000-bale cot- 

ton crop, there is an estimated crop of 

linters, of some 750,000 bales,” said a for- 
mer cotton man. 

“Always there is an unaccountable 
amount of cotton seed that does not come 

to market. Of the last crop there was 

something over 6,000,000 tons of seed 
crushed with a probable gross production 
of 7,500,000 tons. 

“Linters do not enter into the spin- 
nable crop because too short staples. The 
modern, up-to-date cotton seed mill runs 

the seed through two different gins, the 
first takes the outer coat and the sec- 

ond makes the seed ‘bald-headed,’ so to 
speak. 

“It will probably be interesting to many 
to know approximately the products of a 

ton of cotton seed. It is as follows: Of 
meal, 850 pounds; hulls, 650 pounds; oil, 
300 pounds, equal to 41 gallons; linters, 
75 to 10O pounds; dirt and trash, 100 to j<:5 
pounds.” 

Quail Shooting Disappointing 
“The season for quail shooting thus 

far has proven very disappointing,” said 
a sportsman, "and I say this after mak- 
ing inquiry of most of the tribe with 
whom I keep in touch. 

"Several of my friends have gone here 
and there—to north Alabama, to the 
famed prairies—and all tell the same story. 
Iz is my opinion that some disease has at- 
tacked them. A party of four hunters 
went some 30 miles below Selma, to a 

country of splendid prospects, where there 
had been but little shooting for several 
years. They carried six of the best bird 
dogs in Birmingham. They had poor luck. 
It is true that they made fair bags after 
two days hard hunting and riding, but 
birds were not by any means plentiful. 

“The pump and automatic shotguns, the 
all-the-year hunting bird dog and the rab- 
bit dogs are killing out the birds rapidly 
in many parts of the state. Legislation is 
neded to protect the quail from becoming 
as rare a bird as the pheasant.” 

As to Prohibition 
“With regard to the liquor question, I 

am a local optlonist; am a democrat and 
a local optlonist In principle," sakl F. H. 
McCurdy of Cincinnati, "and 1 think that 
statutory prohibition has run Its course 
for a time, but there arc young peuple 
with us today tvho will probably live to 
see nation-wide prohibition In a modified 
form. The Hobson resolution in the 
House of Representatives received a large 
vote Tuesday, and in about four years 
the national prohibitionists will renew 
their efforts to have Congress submit a 

constitutional amendment to the state leg- 
islatures; but before an amendment for 
nation-wide prohibition can ever be adopt- 
ed exception must he made in favor of 
beer and light wine. If the leaders of 
prohibition had made such exceptions 
half the states would have been In the 
all dry' column before now. 
“Drastic prohibition is what hurts the 

cause. One reason why it was easy to 
carry Virginia dry was because wine and 
beer can still he made and shipped out of 
the state legally." 

Appreciation of Birmingham 
"Anyone who has lived in Birmingham 

appreciates the city all the moro after 
an absence of a few months,” raid James 
T. Bostick, an expert accountant of the 
interstate commerce commission. 

“I have been stationed in Savannah 
since early in the fall and will probably 
be there for sometime yet. Savannah 
is a good, solid city, but it is small and 
quiet compared with Birmingham. One 
fine feature of Savannah, however, which 
puts It In a class to itself Is a system of 
splendid boulevards for miles and miles 
around. I have never seen such beauti- 
ful roads anywhere. 

"Speaking of cities, some people think 
that Atlanta is the taost metropolitan 
place in the south, but really Atlanta is 
not up to Birmingham when it comes to 
the characteristics In th3 make-up of 
greal cities. 

“Being connected with the interstate 
commerce commission. I am naturally 
pleased to hear the favorable comments 
on the commission's recent- decision al- 
lowing the eastern carriers to advance 
their freight rates. 1 hear that the de- 
cision has had a decidedly stimulating 
effect on business generallj*. Call it senti- 
mental, but the effect is substantial just 
the same." 

Mr. Bostick will remain in Birmingham 
until Christmas at noon, when he will 
leave for Columbia, Tenn., his home town, 
where he will finish his Christmas vaca- 

tion. 

Mum Have Patience 
“While there is more activity in the 

mercantile world now than there was a 

few weeks ago there has been much 
complaint of hard times, and the mer- 

chants of the large cities have nqt had 
the holiday rush they had hoped for," 
said Q. L. Marion of Philadelphia. 

"But unless all signs fail there will 
bo great improvement In every branch 
of business early in the new year. Some 
people say they have been hearing about 
improvement for sometime, and a few 
are skeptical as to any great improve- 
ment in the near future, out such peo- 
ple should exercise a little more patience. 
There is hardly a manufacturer or hanker 
in the east who does not proclaim his 
belief in the coming of a new era of good 
times in 1915.” 

SIMPl.lfrlKn 11101,BIAS A AMES 
From the London Outlook. 

I spent the night—sleeping better 
than at home—on straw in a water- 
surrounded post looking across to Dlx- 
mude, which our own soldiers aptly 
speak of as “Thlckmud." It is true that 
our men are rather strangers this way. 
They have their hands full over at 
Ypres, which they call, as a matter 
of course, "Wipers." There is, if you 
remember, a Ypres Tower on the old 
walls of Rye, at home in Sussex, which 
has been given the same pronunciation. 
The British Tommy does not commonly 
carry maps, and consequently the pecu- 
liar, half-h‘umorous twists he gives to 

place-names have a tendency to become 
permanent. There Is, for example, a 

place near Popertnglie railed Watou, 
which has quite easily become 
"What-O!" just as Wytschaets has 
changed with celerity to "Whltesheet," 
and Fleurhatx to "Flower-Box," while 

Croix-au-Boia—impossible for a British 
tongue to circumvent—has become 

"Crossboys." 

Cleveland Plain Dealer: General 
Potiorek captured Belgrade, and sent a 

grand message to the aged Franz Josef 
about it. Belgrade was Potiorek's gift to 
the Emperor on his coronation anniver- 
sary. It was gracious of Potiorek, and 
the sovereign was touched. He ordered 
that the very highest military honors be 
bestowed on Potiorek. 

Potiorek also announced that he would 
advance rapidly through gervia and cap- 
ture Nish within three weeks. This would 
practically mark the end of the Servian 
nation. 

Some such achievement as this was de- 
voutly desired by Franz Josef. If one 

analyzes the great European war it be- 
comes immediately apparent that Aus- 
tria’s attack on Servla was what caused 
it all. The Servian capital, located dan- 
gerously right on the Austrian frontier, 
vas bombarded steadily for four months 
before it capitulated. This was no favor- 
able advertisement of Austrian prowess. 
Neither was it altogether pleasing to 
have to fight the Servians on Austrian 
soil. The taking of Belgrade was pleas- 
ant; the promises of Potiorek were more 

pleasant. Small wonder that Franz Josef 
handed out the honors with lavish gen- 
erosity. 

And then, almost before tne decora- 
tions had been pinned on Potiorek’s chest, 
came that amazing defeat and retreat. 
The Austrians departed from Servia far 
more rapidly than they had entered. A 

great many were not able to depart at 

all, Multitudes found graves in King 
Peter's soil. Belgrade was rdbaptured by 
its rightful masters. 

The story has it that Franz Josef yielded 
to paroxysms of kingly rage when the 

extent of the disaster became known to 
him. The story may not be true* but it 

does show Franz Josef in a very human 

light_Jt is bad enough to have your 

army defeated. But when your general 
whom you have rejoiced to reward with 
highest honors proves himself a bombas- 
tic humburg your grief and mortification 
turn to very commonplace anger. 

Potiorek’s premature greatness has been 

taken from him. He is disgraced, re- 

moved from command. No one will hear 
of Potiorek any more. Up to date he 
is the one and only great failure of the 

war. His fall would not have been so 

bitter had his brag been less immoderate, 

lie has become the prime scapegoat, and 
the distinction is largely of his own mak- 

ing. 

St. Louis Post-Dispatch: "Shoot the 

swine,” King George Y is reported to 

have remarked when asked what would 
be done with General De Wet should be 

be captured. It is a most indiscreet ut- 

terance for a King to make, assuming 
that George said it. It is about the same 

sort of a remark George III might have 

made of Washington. 
De Wet is not of British ancestry. Mis 

fault was that lie thought more of South 
Africa than he did of the British con- 

nection of doubtful value. There is not 
the slightest question that that great 
country, under the political independence 
which develops national self-reliance and 

resourcefulness, would have a far greater 
future than under an anomalous status 

which ties it to London, causes it to 

look for initiative to a capital thousands 
of miles away and involves it, as it is at 

present, in European complications in 

which it has no concern. 

To to the ideal of a free and independent 
South Africa this leader of men was 

prepared to add to the tremendous sacri- 
fices he made 10 years ago. The crown 

of martyrdom was all that wras needed 

to make him South Africa’s great hero, 
greater than Kruger, greater than Jouberc, 
greater than Botha. We cannot doubt 

that the time will come when his ideal 

cf a free and independent republic will 

prevail with his countrymen, and when 

the opportune time comes his name will 
be the inspiration of the patriotic move- 

ment. 
In the meantime he can accept what- 

ever fate is in store for him with resigna- 
tion and the consciousness that history 
has reserved for him a higher place than 
George V will ever occupy. 

ALABAMA PRESS 

St. Clair County News: Birmingham is 

said to be a butter market. How about 
Atlanta for a butterinsky? 

| Gadsden Times-News: The people that 
are talking about abolishing the office 
of state prison inspector will not find 
many friends in this county. We re- 

member that before there W'as a prison 
inspector the ex-warden of our county 
Jail took out the bath tubs and put them 
in the horse lot for troughs. That sort 
of thing has not been done since the 

prison inspector lias been on the job. 

Montgomery Advertiser: A Kentucky 
man w'as hailed into court for having 
committed a joy ride in a buggy that be- 

longed to someone else. He's a reac- 

tionary, but not so much of a reac- 

tionary as he might be should he go joy 
riding in a road cart. 

Mobile Register: What has become of 
Joseph Caillaux, the “Thy Joe,” who 
filled so large a space in 'the newspapers 
just before the breaking out of the war? 
The report is that he has proved of so 

little use in the army that the govern- 
ment has se^t him on a mission to Bra- 

zil, in order to get rid of him. It was 

for this man, and to preserve his serv- 

ices for ids country that Madame Cail- 
laux shot the newspaper editor. Well he 
doesn’t appear to have been worth tiie 
trouble—not to his country, at Rny rate. 

GOOD NATURED ELEPHANTS 
E. Torday, in the Wide World Magazine. 

In 3906 I found myself near the Inzia 
river, an important affluent of the Kwilu, 
flowing through a fertile region W’hich is 
infested by herds of elephants, a source 

of constant anxiety and frequent losses 
to the agricultural inhabitants. In a 

country like this, where he Is not hunted 
by man in the ordinary way and the 
only means for his destruction are cruel 
but easily avoided pitfalls, the elephant is 
decidedly good natured. We were told 
by the mission boys at Pana that in the 
rainless season, when their usual haunts 
are dried up, the elephants frequently 
wander near the river and attack the 
plantations. The natives try to drive 
them away with sticks! ‘‘But it is no 

good hitting them or throwing stones at 
them,” 1 was told; “they generally re- 

fuse to take any notice. Sometimes a 

mother with a calf will turn on us and 
chase us for 100 yards or so, but no real 

harm is meant and the animal Is not 

really angry, for all the signs of fury- 
spread ears and raised trunk—are absent. 
All the same we do run av/ay, although 
we know there is no danger. One day a 

hoy fell when thus pursued, but the ele- 
phant only threw sand on him." 

As I have myself seen a man just 
pushed out of the way by one of these 
good natured monsters, when the animal 
had more than enough provocation to kill 
him, I was inclined to accept this account 
as true. 

ADRIFT WITH THE TIMES 
THE RIGHT SPIRIT. 

“I'm very glad to be alive," 
A sturdy fellow said, 

"Although ’tie true I seldom thrive 
And I’m not often fed 

On dainty dishes. Still, I get 
A good substantial fare 

And manage to keep out of debt 
By taking proper care. 

“This suit I have on isn't wliat 
You might consider fine, 

But then that sort is never got 
For seven ninety-nine. 

And while my overcoat was bought 
At least three years ago, 

It keeps me warm when I am caught 
Where winds of winter blow'. 

"AH luxuries I rather think 
I’ll ever be denied; 

No costly wines are mine to drink 
I walk Instead of ride. 

But, ne’ertheless, as you'll infer, 
I’m far from being blue. 

What’s that? A Merry Christmas, sir? 
Why, thanks. The same to you!" 

THE CAUSE. 

A German w'aiter in New Orleans, out 

of a Job, made an Infernal machine to 

blow* up a French liner and kill hundreds 
of innocent people, "to help the father- 
land." it is just such schemes "to help 
the fatherland," carried out on a more 

extensive scale, that have made Germany 
the most unpopular country on earth. 

WHAT DID HE MEAN? 

“But I’m not a lawyer.” 
“I know it. That’s why I didn’t think 

what he said was a compliment.” 
LEARNED BY EXPERIENCE. 

"You used to think you couldn’t do 

enough for me," said Mrs. Gadders, pout- 
ingly. 

"Now I know I can’t," replied Mr. Gad- 
ders, with cruel promptness. 

MORE URGENT MATTERS. 
“What’s that you are playing?” asked * 

Mr. Twobble of Airs. Twobble, who was 

seated at the piano. 
"It's a meditation.” 
‘T wish you would postpone your musi- 

cal meditating for a little while until I 
can meditate on w-ayji and means to pay 
our Christmas bills.” 

CHOICE. 
The fresh air fiend, as you may know, 

It> often a complafner, 
| Yet, I’d prefer a score like him 

To one hot air container. 

A MISSING FEATURE. 

"Good heavens! What’s wrong with 

Cholly’s face?" 

"I don't see anything the matter with 

it.” 

"It's so vacant. Oh, I know now. He 

hasn't a cigarette in his mouth.” 

A TIME SAVER. 

"What do you mean by striking me?” 
"You started to argue about the war, 

didn’t you?” 
“Yes.” 

“Well, If we've got tu fight I’d rather 
do Jt now than waste an hour or two 

first in talking.” 

MAY BE JOKING. 

"A police commissioner says, ‘The pro- 

fessional criminal has almost disap- 

peared.’ 
“Do you believe that?” 

"I wish I had a tenth of his optimism.” 

PAUL COOK. 
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THE UNTOLD STORY 
From the New York Times. 

ONCE upon a time there was a fa- 
mous novelist, with a turn for 
the dramatic—perhaps it was 

Charles Reade, perhaps De Maupassant; 
the name escapes us. A friend one day 
scoffed at him and all other novelists of 
crime and adventure, saying that there 
were never any murders chat were dra- 
matic except in the circumstances of 
their commission; that romance never 

clung about crime, except as passion is 
in itself romantic. Therefore, he argued, 
•all fiction of crime was untrue to life. 
The novelist was at last convinced, and 
when his friend had gone Tie sat down 
and began a novel more unreal, more 

dramatic, than any he had ever written 
before. For, said he, what is the use 

of trying to be realistic about crime 
when all stories of crime are untrue 
and when crime Itself is dramatic only 
in its commission and its revelation of 
passion? 

The story he wrote was of two boy 
and girl lovers in a rural community; 
one the son of the most prominent poli- 
tician in the place, the other the daugh- 
ter of the local editor. (For, said the 
novelist, we must always place our char- 
acters high, though in real life it is not 
so.) The girl's parents objected to their 
intimacy because of a secret they knew 
in the boy’s ancestry, and they believed 
in heredity. (The novelist put In this 
dramatic motive, Improbable as he knew 
it to be, for he was now resolved to 
make r.o concession to realism.) The 
Intimacy continued secretly, though the 
girl’s parents moved their domicile to 

keep her out of the boy's way, and at 
last the two were secretly engaged. 

The young people trusted each other, 
of human nature, too far, and the time 
came w'hen reputation could be saved 
only by a hasty marriage. It was per- 
formed. and then the girl had the hard 
task of telling her parents. When it 
came to the point, frightened and almost 

hysterical, her courage failed her, and 
she told not them but the family phy- 
sician; and in her agitation her wrlts 
forsook her and she told him, not the 
vitally important fact of the marriage 
and that there need be no scandal, but 

only the disgraceful secret. Tier shattered 
state was such that she could not even 

nu.ke the doctor understand the boy’s 
name. 

He reported w’hat she nad told him to 
the father, but. not the fact that the boy 
had made the only reparation In his, 

power, for the half-mad girl in the next 
room had left that crucial thing out of i 
her story. (I know this seems impossible, 
said the novelist to himself, but if we 

arc to throw realism overboard let us 

weight it and sink it while we are about 
it.) In his first transports of agony 
the only thing that occurred to the 
stricken father was to give up the posi- 
tion he had won in the community and 
flee to the other side of the continent 
and begin life anew, and he actually be- 

f-.an preparations. But he was a drink- 
ing man, and his enemy intervened. 

Ho drank himself into a state of mad- 
ness and did not come home that night. 
After he had gone and it was too late 
the girl had recovered self-command 
enough to remember, and had told her 
mother that one vital fact she had for- 
gotten, and the mother waited up all 

night to tell the father. But when she 
learned that he was drunk she decided 
to postpone the telling; the daughter's 
half-told story went untold by the mother 
until a better season, ami that decision 
of hers, with her daughter’s failure of 

memory the day before, cost a man’s life. 
The boy came to tell the father of the 

reparation he had made. At sight of 
him the wild beast rose in the drink- 
soaked brain, and the boy was shot with 
his story on his lips. If any one of the * 

st»*erge series of accidents had failed, 
he would have been heard, and the story 
twice frustrated would have come out; 
but when one is writing fiction, fiction of 
this kind, the use of accident and coinci- 
dence has no limits and the probable 
must be sternly excluded, ^.t is not con- 

scientious writing, but readers of crime 
stories demand 11. So in this novel the 
hoy was slain by a story never told; a 

story half-told one day, untold the next, 
and finally stifled on his lips. 

Months later the murderer was placed 
on trial. His daughter had not seen him 
since the day of the half-told secret. 
When she came into the courtroom her 
father rushed to her and embraced her. 
She repulsed him, and then she went 
on the witness stand and told her shame— 
to save his life. So the half-told story, 
the untold story, the stifled story, was 
told at last, with all the world listening, 
but told too late. 

The novelist showed this tale in proof 
to his friend, who read it with a hall- 
weary smile. “My boy,” he said, handing 
it back, “as long as you write on crime 
you will have to go on spinning more 
and more impossible plots. Tt is unworthy 
of you. Why don’t you give it up and 
go in for realism?” 
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ENGLAND'S WILD CATTLE 

From the Toronto Star. 

Lord Tankerville has given the royal 
zoological gardens in London a pair of 
his wonderful white wild cattle, on re- 

ceipt of a pledge from the society that It 
would not dispose of the animals or of 
any progeny that they might have. 

His white cattle form a herd absolutely 
unique, and have been inclosed in the 

huge park around his castle of Chilling- 
ham, in Northumberland, at any rate 

since the beginning of the thirteenth cen- 

tury, and probably even still longer. 
They are the only survivors of the wild 

cattle which roamed throughout Britain 
in the days of Julius Caesar—that is to 

say, nearly 2000 years ago. and have 

been kept during all these hundreds of 

years of seclusion in Chlllingham park, 
with alien blood. Nor is there any record 
of the herd in Chilllngham park ever hav- 

ing given birth to a black calf. 

The cattle arc small, -with very straight 
backs, rough and curly coats, and up- 

wardly directed horns. The insides of 

the ears and muzzles are red, while the 

hoofs and tips of the horns are sym-j 
metrically marked with blac]f. They are 

exceedingly fierce and wild, keep them- 

selves in the remote portions of the park 
as far distant as possible from the castle, 
and have resisted all efforts to tame them, 
even in ever so slight a degree. 

Now and then the herd has to be thin-' 
ned out by shooting, and the shooting 
parties for this purpose, given by the 

Karl of Tankerville, have always proved 
extremely exoitting. Thus, during the life- 
time of the late Lord Tankerville, King 
Edward, then Prince of Wales, narrowly 
escaped losing his life through a charge 
of on/* of the wild bulls, while shooting 
at Chilllngham castle. The superb bead 

and horns of the bull in question still are 

on the w’alls of Sandringham. 

WHV PRESIDENT MET THEM 
From the Columbus Dispatch. 

On the return of the members of the 
Buckeye Corn Special to Columbus the 

storj* of how it came about that Presi- 
dent Wilson inet each member of the 

party was told. One year* ago when the 
boys and girls who won prizes in contests 
conducted by the state agricultural coinr 
mission went to Washington, the Presi- 
dent found that it w’ould be Impossible to 

meet them. In his place Mrs. Wilson stood 
in line for an hour and took each boy and 

girl by the hand. Before she left the 

line she said that she hoped when the 

frrize winners came to Washington a year 

Inter, that tlie President w'ould meet them 
in person. 

Since that time Mrs. Wilson has died, 
but the hope that she entertained was 
recalled by the President, and in com- 

pliance with this desire which she pub- 
licly expressed, President Wilson laid 
aside official duties and Btood in the east 
room for more than a half hour and 
shook the hand of every member of the 

Buckeye Corn Special. 
Every day there are requests that the 

President meet different delegations, but 

they are refused because of the demands 
on the time of the chief executive. Tho 
President, dressed in a gray business suit, 
wore a black band on Ills coat sleeve, and 
hi3 greeting to the corn boys and girls 
was one of the real treats of the entire 
trip. 
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THE MEN OF THE “EMUEN” 

By Thomas R. Ybarra. 
What matter if you 
Be stanch and true 

To the British blood in the veins of you, 
When it’s “hip hurrah!” for a deed well 

done, 
For a fight well fought, and a race 

well run— 
W hat matter if you be true? 
Hats off to the Emden’s crewr. 

Theirs was the life of the storm-god’s 
folk, 

Uncounted miles from the Fatherland. 
With a foe beneath every wisp of smokeb 

And a menace in every strip of strand. 
Up, glasses! Paul Jones was but one o« 

these, 
Hull, Bainbridge, Decatur, tlieir broth* 

ers, too! 
(Ha! those pirate nights 

In a ring of foes, 
When you douse your lights £ 
And drive home your blows!) 

Hats off to the Emden’s crew! 

Erect on the wave-washed decks stood 
they 

And heard with a viking’s grim deliffcg 
The w'hir of the wings of death by day 

And the voice of death in their dreams 
by night! 

Under the sweep of the wings of death, 
By the blazing gun, In the tempest's 

breath, 
While a world of enemies strove and 

fumed, t 
Remote, unaided, undaunted, doomed, 

They stood—is there any, friend or foe. 
Who will choke a cheer?—who can still 

but scoff? 
No, no, by the gods of valor, no! 

To the Emden’s crew— 

Hats ottl 


