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Hindi lx the hmlge of hell, the hue of 

dungeons and the ault of night. 

_l.ove's l.nhor I.oxt. 

BEGINNING THE DAY—tl God. 

cure me of self-<onsclouxue«s. I.vt 

me walk with Thee In cnllre for- 

getfulness. .Make me as a child plnj- 
Ing in Thy gnrileua. Moke me ns n 

flower blooming for the sun, enrefnl 

only that my face he toward my 

Master. May I give Thee my life, 

then trust Thee for color nnd form 

nnd nil. Amen.—H. M. E. 

A Contrast in Royalty 
The amiable, if efficient, young 

Prince of Wales is being given a 

“taste of war” while attached to the 

staffs of various generals in rotation, 

so that he may gain the widest ex- 

perience possible. 
Only kind words are spoken of the 

prince. Latest reports declare that he 

is getting to be a “regular fellow,” but 

there is a tone of good-humored con- 

descension in speaking of the heir to 

Great Britain’s throne which shows 

how little he really amounts to in the 

present war. He will not be exposed to 

danger. His “military service” will 

| consist of sights and scenes somewhat 
more strenuous, perhaps, than ordi- 

nary manuevers, but of actual war- 

| fare he will probably see very little. 

That he will be exposed to bombs, 

Shells and bullets is not to be ex- 

pected. 
Still, it is better so. Royalty in 

England, at least, is not what it used 

to be and it would serve no good pur- 

pose for the Prince of Wales to sacri- 

fice his life on the battlefield, other 

than to prove that he is as brave as 

thouands of farmers’ sons, tradesmen 

and clerks who have already done that 

much for their country. As a leader 

he is totally too immature, although 
in times gone by many a prince of his 

years has been foremost in battle and 

has acquitted himself in gallant style. 
The Kaiser’s sons, it must be con- 

fessed, have had a more strenuous 

time of it, but even they are careful- 

ly protected and little harm is liable 

to come to them. 

Though other monarchs have been 

chary of exposing their august per- 
sons on the firing line, King Albert of 

Belgium stands out as the one great 
t: heroic figue of the war, a man who 

is “every inch a king” and a true 

leader of his people. Albert upholds 
the best traditions of royalty. He has 

done more than any other man of his 

day to restore something of the 

glamor that once belonged to crowned 

heads. Even the Kaiser, although a 

tremendous personality, falls short of 

the kingly qualities that have placed 
Albert of Belgium among the heroes 

of history. 

The President’s Speechmaking Tour 

President Wilson will open the Pan- 

ama-Pacific exposition in San Fran- 

cisco in February, and on his return 

east will make many stops by appoint- 
ment and will deliver as many as 35 

or 40 addresses. 
It had been the purpose of the 

| President to make a number of 

speeches in the recent congressional 
campaign, but when the time came it 

was impossible for him to leave Wash- 

ington and he had to assist the demo- 

cratic candidates by merely writing a 

campaign letter. 
Since' his inauguration in 1913 

President Wilson has made three of 
four notable addresses, including one 

At Mobile, but his projected western 

trip will be his first "swing around 

the circle.” He is a man of rare gifts, 
and one of them is that of oratory. It 
ia not oratory of the old “silver tongue 
school.” But being #*esh, crisp and 

clean-cut, it is gripping and convinc- 

ing. Among public men, and especial- 
ly among educators, many masters of 

English are found; but Woodrow Wil- 
son surpasses all of them, perhaps, in 

power of expression. 
The President, since the war, who 

excelled in speechmaking up to Wil- 

son’s time was Benjamin Harrison. On 
j one of his speaking tours President 

I' Harrison made something like 100 

Addresses, and no two of them were 

th# same. He seemed to have no limi- 

tations when it came to freshness of 

thought. But President Wilson will 

doubtless make the highest record of 

any President in the matter of fine 

phrasing and true eloquence. Of course 

his speeches will be largely political. 
He will defend his administration and 

will have in mind the nominating con- 

vention of 1916. 
But no matter whether the public 

agrees with him or not everybody will 

read with keen interest what President 

Wilson says and be impressed with his 

superb English style. 

As to An Industrial Exhibit 

From time to time the United 

States census bureau and the Birming- 
ham Chamber of Commerce present 
statistics of the industrial activities of 

the Birmingham district, but notwith- 

standing the fine showing that the 

figures make, comparatively few peo- 

ple seem to realize the extent and va- 

riety of our local products. 
What Birmingham needs is a perma- 

nent exhibit of home-made commodi- 

ties. This matter w'as brought before 

the Chamber of Commerce sometime 

ago and was favorably regarded, but 

the lack of a suitable exhibit, hall, a 

building adequate in size and centrally 
situation, prevented action. 

As soon as the city gets out 

of its present financial difficul- 

ties a spacious auditorium of fireproof 
construction and with modern appoint- 
ments will be built, and one of the 

features of the auditorium should be 

a handsome exhibition hall. 

In the meantime, it is hoped that 

the Ad club, or the Business Men’s 

league, or the two in conjunction, will 

plan for an exhibit of home products 
this year in a temporary building. 
The Ad club organized an exhibit on 

short notice year before last. It was 

decidedly creditable, but by taking 
ample time something on a large and 

comprehensive scale could be pre- 
sented. 

Of course, there would have to be 

hearty co-operation on the part of lo- 
cal manufacturers, but this would fol- 
low if the movement were properly 
launched. 

Newspapers In the Libraries 
At a meeting of the league of 

library committees held in Chicago 
last week the suggestion was made 
that current newspapers as features 
of public reading rooms be discon- 

tinued, but formal action on this ques- 

tion was postponed until the next 

meeting which will take place in June. 

Dr. Frank P. Hill, librarian of the 

Brooklyn public library, led in the 

suggestion, and the reason he ad- 
vanced was that the cost to the public 
for newspapers was so low that every- 

body who read anything could pay for 

daily publications. He pointed out 

that while the cost to the individual 
was virtually negligible a free reading 

room of daily papers was a burden to 

the library and “not of sufficient 

benefit to the patrons.” 
But Dr. Hill missed the main ques- 

tion. The people who avail them- 

selves of the reading rooms of public 
libraries subscribe for one or more 

dailies as a matter of course, but they 
wish the privilege of looking over 

many of the leading newspapers, and 

the only place they can have access 

to a great number of papers is in the 

library. 
The league of library committees 

should certainly think well before ac- 

cepting Dr. Hill’s idea. Should the 

daily papers be discontinued in the 

Brooklyn library or the library of any 
other considerable city there would be 
a mighty protest from reading room 

visitors. 
The public library is recognized as 

a distinct educational factor in the 
life of every city. What the*modern 

library needs is a large assortment 

of literature including newspapers as 

well as periodicals and books. The 
more newspapers the better will the 

reading room public be served. 

Business In January 
Bankers and manufacturers who 

have been saying for some weeks past 
that business would improve in a 

very marked degree early in the new 

year have no reason to change their 
views. 

It was hardly to be expected that 
business would become very active un- 

til after the middle of January, but 
there are now unmistakable signs of 
improvement. There is a steady in- 
crease of inquiries for steel products. 
The fact is that the order books of 
the big steel companies were begin- 
ning to show gains in December. 

Prosperity may not be in full swing 
before spring, but many people be- 
lieve that there will be a great deal 
of it before the end of the present 
month. No new disturbing influences 
are looked for in the business world. 
Industry and trade are approaching 
normal, and there will probably be 
no recession until new high records 
are reached. 

It Is said that there is no way for a 

sailor aboard a submarine to dry hia 
clothes if he gets wet. Also It Is danger- 
ous to get wet on a submarine that Is 
submerged. 

Chancellor Von Bethmann-Hollweg says, 

"1 didn't want this war.” The problem 
Just now Is to find someone who will 

acknowledge that he did want it. % 

\ 

Since May 1 of last year, 800 goats havi 
"worked" Industriously In clearing thi 
1280-acre farm of a Michigan man of un 

derbrush. Next spring an addlttona 
flock of 1000 goats will be turned loose or 
the "bad lands." When the owner o 

this farm settled on It about four yean 
ago there was only a small log housi 
and a tiny barn in the center of a clear 
Ing. All the rest of the property war 

thickly covered with underbrush ant 

trees. Willow and poplar grew in suel 
abundance that It was hard to cope with 
so the farmer conceived the idea of us- 

ing goats to clear the land for him. H< 
started with a small number at first ant 

found the animals so efficient that ht 
incr eased his flock to 800. The goats strif 
all the foliage from the underbrush anc 

feed upon the bark, which causes tht 
shrubbery to die. Once dead it can b< 
easily burned. As the goats do not eal 
the grass, in order to get rid of all vege- 
tation cattle arc turned into the under- 
brush with the goats. It is said that the 
cattle and goats can clear 80 acres ol 
land in about a month. 

An Illinois oducator has lost Ills job 
by winning the daughter of a college 
president who doesn't believe in nepotism. 
However, he is probably In a frame ol 
mind Just now to warble Miss Eva Tan- 
guay's justly celebrated song, “I Don't 
Care." 

General Von Hlndenburg received so 

many New Year messages from friends In 
America and Europe that he was unable 
to reply to them all. However, Grand 
Duke Nicholas was not among those who 
raid "Good luck to you." 

The coroner of Jefferson county says 
he is paying $500 a year for the privilege 
of acting in that capacity. The coroner 

of murderous Jefferson is a hard-worked 
official, besides. 

The French battery which acquired a 

looster for a mascot did not overlook 
the fact that such a fow-l in an emergency 
may be eaten. 

Mexican belligerents are politely re- 

quested to strike in and fight farther 
away from the American border. 

If German airmen would continue to 
drop greetings instead of bombs, they 
would never be censured. 

Mars is a mighty god, but wet weather 

plays hob witli some of his most care- 

fully considered plans. 

England's young men are still surpris- 
ingly backward in offering themselves as 

"cannon fodder.” 

A few people seem determined to cele- 

brate the New Y’ear properly if It takes 
nil of Januarv. 

The call has gone out for a standardized 
restaurant pumpkin pie. Make it mince. 

Times may be hard, but the "movies" 
are still being liberally patronized. 

The Christmas tie continues to brighten 
the streets with Its glowing hues. 

ALABAMA PRESS 

Linevllle Headlight: An honest public 
opinion sustained by a free press is a 

country's safest safeguard against war. 

Anniston Star: The "September Mom" 
fad seems to be upon the bald-headed 
crowd, as we are told that hereafter 
clothes must match the hair. 

Centreville Press: The Uniontown Her- 
ald has suspended publication on account 
of lack of patronage. Other newspapers 
are reducing the size and trying their 
best to economize and tide over without 
suspending publication. The city dollies 
are not suffering like the weekly papers, 
but the boys are up against the trough 
and doing their best. The city merchants 
advertise during the dull season and thus 
stimulate trade. 

Franklin County Times: "Merchants 
expect big business" is a big head line in 
a Birmingham paper. Sure thing, and 
their expectations will come true, because 
not more than one-half of the cotton has 
been sold out of the hands of the farm- 
er and he has come through to the first 
of the year in pretty good Bhape. The 
next three months will be velvet. Our 
county sinners’ report says that nearly 
4000 more bales ginned up to date than 
last year. You bet we’re going to have a 

big business. 

Decatur Daily: Birmingham lias a de- 
partment store that claims to be the 
largest south of the Ohio river. This 
same store is undoubtedly the largest ad- 
vertiser of any department store south 
of the Ohio river. This Is probably some- 
thing more than a coincidence. 

GERMAN VERSION OF “TIPPERARY” 
From the London Globe. 

Several versions of “Tipperary’* In 
French have appeared; so It is only fit- 
ting that we should receive a German ver- 

sion for the use of Tommy when he gets 
to Berlin. Here it is: 

“Der Weg is lang nach Tipperary, 
Es liegt weit von hler. 

Der Weg is lang nach Tipperary. 
Da wohnt mein Backfisch and mein 

Bier. 
Leb wohl, Picadilly! 
Adieu, du Lelcesterplatz! 

Paradeschrltt nach Tipperary 
Da wohnt mein Schatz. 

POINTED PARAGRAPHS 
From the Chicago News. 

Laughter is merely a smile set to music, 
Words of wisdom are few. but there arc 

many echoes. 
It's easier to fall in love or a river than 

it is to climb out. 
True domestic happiness is founded 

upon the rock of a cradle. 
We feel sorry for a deaf mute when he 

steps on a tack in the dark. 
It’s a poor mirror that will not enable 

a man to see his best friend. 
A foolish woman grows old about at 

gracefully as she climbs a fence. 
What most married men would rejoice 

to see is a war tax on old bachelors. 
Eliminate politics, religion and the 

weather, and there wouldn't be much left 
to talk about 

Toadstools are often mistaken for mush- 
rooms. just as gall is frequently mlstaker 
for genius. 

Nearly all men are doomed to death by 
the doctors, but occasionally the doom if 
postponed for years. 

The real difference between a porut 
plaster and a sponging relative Is thal 
you can pry the porus plaster loose. 

By the time the average man reachei 
the age of GW he knows a lot of things he 
would like to get rid of at 99 per cent 
less than coat- 

IN HOTEL LOBBIES 
Vena* by Sunlight 

“The public is neglecting a good op- 
portunity to see Venus in the daytime.” 
said Sterling A. Wood, for as he puts 
it, "Venus is now some 12 times brighter 
than Jupiter and blazes as the morning 
star most gloriously. 

"She is just now in the best position 
for observation from the earth, being 
only some 40,000,000 miles away. If one 
will locate her, she can be plainly seen 
in a clear sky all through the day. 
That is to say, until she goes below 
the western horizon, some four hours 
before the sun. 

*' enus, barring the moon, is our 
closest neighbor, even if we know but 
little about her charms. Unlike her 
prototypes on earth, she Is surrounded 
with an impenetrable cloud, so that 
her limbs and markings cannot be 
seen." 

Wnr May End Soon 
"One of the best indications that the 

European war w’ill mot be prolonged 
beyond spring or summer is that the 
discussion which goes on abroad, to say 
nothing of this country, is based on the 
idea of peace negotiations starting 
sometime during the next two months," 
said William F. Darnell of Boston. 

"Soon after the war began it was 

generally said that it would last from 
two to four years. Lord Kichener said 
it would last three years or more. But 
now the financial reviewers’ reviews— 
and they generally have keen insight— 
seem to think that several of the bellig- 
erent nations would not only be glad 
to stop fighting, but are sounding neu- 
tral powers as to the best way to start 
negotiations for peace treaties. 

"Germany can hold out and keep on 
fighting, but what’s the use? This War 
has been terrible butchery. There was 
no solid reason for hostilities. I think 
that every one regards the war as a 
blot on civilization. After it is over it 
will be sometime before there is an- 
other war, but I believe that armies 
and navies will be maintained in fighting 
trim right up to the millenium." 

Brisk Christmas Club Business 
Christmas clubs in the large cities 

of the country are all the while gain- 
ing In popularity," said a member of 
the Chamber of Commerce, "and here 
in Birmingham people are falling over 
themselves to deposit in the America/; 
Trust and Savings bank club or In the 
Traders National bank club. 

"Every time I go into the American 
Trust, which is almost daily, I see 
crowds of people at the Christmas club 
receiving teller’s window. For the 
Christmas just gone the American 
Trust and the Traders each sent out 
checks for approximately the same to- 
tal, I understand—something like $50,- 
000. The two banks next Christmas 
will probably send checks to the mem- 
bers for an aggregate of $200,000 or 
$300,000, instead of $100,000 as in 1014." 

Boyle# Will Grow Faster 

“Having a considerable propertj' in- 
terest at Boyles, I was interested in 
the election on incorporation and was 

pleased that the proposition was de- 
feated,” said Arnold Masberg last night. 

“Boyles, as everyone knows, is a 

Louisville and Nashville enterprise. The 
company has spent large sums on its 
yards there and in the course of time 
will spend a great deal more on big 
buildings. The Louisville and Nashville 
did not want Boyles incorporated. A 
railroad cpinpany that has established 
itself outside of city limits prefers to 
lemain* out and the fact that the 
Louisville and Nashville preferred that 
Boyles should continue unincorporated 
accounted for some of the negative 
votes. I believe that everyone inter- 

ested in Boyles will be glad eventu- 

ally that the election turned out as it 
did. Boyles will now grow *all the 

taster.” 

The Traveling Men 

‘‘I am not a commercial traveler myself, 
but I have many close friends among the 

knights of the grip, and am glad to learn 
that an army of travelers will Soon in- 

vade the south,” said an ex-hotel clerk. 

“When the bottom dropped out of the 
cotton market as a result of the war, 
business in the south became suddenly 
depressed and traveling men laid them- 

selves off or were laid off as far as this 

section was concerned. But they will be- 

gin to swarm in our midst before the end 
of this month.” 

Ydttle or No Hard 'lime# Talk 

“Early in the fall business in the middle 
west began to show signs of recession 

notwithstanding the large crops in sight, 
and in November one heard a good deal 
of hard times talk, but there is little or 

no hard times talk now,” said H. H. Pen- 
dleton of Cincinnati. 

“In the business world there has been 
a much better feeling within the past four 
or flvfe weeks than has been In evidence 
since last summer. There is really a de* 
cided optimism all through the country 
I was recently in New York and Chicago 
and heard little about hard times. 

“The month of January will undoubt- 
edly show large improvement in the In- 
dustrial field and in general trade.” 

Corn versus cotton 
“Southern fanners are beginning to 

awake to the fact that there are numer- 

ous other crops that can be readily pro- 
duced in our fertile soils which will prove 
as remunerative to the planter as our 

old stand-by, King Cotton,” said Jamos 
A. Wlebens of Birmingham, who owns a 

large Alabama farm. 

“Indeed there are several crops that are 
not only better money makers than cot- 

ton: but there are others which have the 
further advantage of affording more than 
one harvest in the year, whereas only 
one crop can be planted on land which 
bears cotton. For instance, corn is a far 
better revenue crop than cotton. Land 
that will raise a bale of cotton to the 
acre can easily be made to bear 76 bush- 
els of corn by Intensive cultivation meth- 
ods. and when sold as low as 76 cents per 
bushel this will bring as much as a bale 
of cotton at a fairly good price. A 

large crop of oats can also be produced 
on this land during the same year, and 
the cost of labor is very much lower.” 

PAROLED MEN MAKE GOOD 
From the Kansas City Star. 

Jefferson City, Mo.—The state board of 
pardons and paroles submitted a report 
to Governor Major today showing that out 
of 812 convicts paroled from the prison 
In the last two years, only 12 have vio- 
lated their paroles, and have been re- 
turned to prison. All the others are fol- 
lowing some useful occupation. Those who 
have obeyed their paroles are earning 
from f9 a week up, several instances be- 

ing cited where they are earning as much 
as |100 a month. Out of 600 paroles Issued 
In the last four years only 18 have vio- 
lated the terms of their release. 

Philadelphia Public Ledger: British 
partisans will make no attempt to mini- 
mize the severity of the blow* struck at 

British naval power by the destruction 
of the battleship Formidable. This is the 

third vessel of the battleship class sunk 
since the beginning of the war, and 
whether it was the victim of a mine or of 

an enemy's submarine, the moral effect 
of the blow will be far more severe than 

its material Influence upon the relative 
sc-a strength of the combatants. It is a 

form of attack against which no certain 
defense has been evolved, and it Increases 
the tension to which the British naval de- 
fenders have been for so long subjected. 

So far as material results are concerned, 
the British navy might lose many more 

fighting vessels of tho first class without 

altering the primary fact of the naval 
situation. The British predominance on 

the sea is so gr^at, and there are so many 
new vessels in an advanced state of 
preparedness that Germany's only pres- 
ent hope of progress is by the slow* pro- 
cess of attrition. Only after picking off 
the British fleet one by one, by means 

of submarine attack or by mines, can 

f>uch an equality be brought about as 

w'ould justify the emergence of the Ger- j 
man fleet from its shelter behind the j 
coast fortifications. A great deal more 
will have to be done before such a bal- 
ance can be brought within measurable 
distance, and while the people of England 
will mourn the sacrifice of her brave de- 

fenders, the loss of the Formidable is 
not such a disaster as to cause discour- 
agement. 

Chicago News: Airships are such new 
instruments of warfare that rules have 
not yet been formulated governing their 
use with a View of preventing the kill- 
ing of non-combatants. When interna- 
tional conferences are held in the future 
for the purpose of devising ways of miti- 

gating the horrors of war, It may be as- 

sumed there will be formal pronounce- 
ments against the dropping of bombs or 

steel darts from airships on cities with- 
out notice sufficient to enable noncom- 
batants, and especially women and chil- 
dren, to flee to places of safety. 

According to press dispatches, a num- 
ber of persons were killed and many more 
were wounded wrhen four German aero- 

planes dropped bombs on the French 
city of Dunkerque last Wednesday. Build- 
ings in various parts of the city were 
wrecked. The arm of a child, according 
to the press dispatches, was blow'n off 
and an old woman was killed outright. 

So long as there are no accepted rules 
on the subject, a nation engaged in a 

vvar the outcome of which is certain to be 
ally important to it feels that it must 

utilize every resource at its command to 
terrify or otherwise weaken the enemy. 
The terrifying effect of Airship raids upon 
the people of cities is very great. 

Looked at from the broad point of view, 
however, unannounced bomb throwing 
which is as likely to kill or Injure women, 
children and other noncombatants as to 
strike down soldiers must be regarded 
with disfavor. Future peace conferences 
undoubtedly will condemn the practice 

| as a violation of proper usages of w ar- 
fare. 

INFLUENCE OF MUSIC 
From the Chicago Tribune. 

Mr. Webster's experience with the Pro- 
testants against his way of criticism has. 
possibly. Imbued him with dubious faith 
In the softening influences of the art of 
music upon Its practitioners. 

Literature Is full of testimony to that 
art's seraphic effects. John Armstrong's 
epitome of Its soothing attributes included 
power to exalt each joy, allay each grief, 
expel disease, heal all pain, and subdue 
the rage of poison and the plague. So 
indeed have all the poets and the sages 
sung and discoursed of Its sweetening 
properties—the food of love, soft charm 

[ of heaven and earth, writ In paradise 
in the language of the angels, the art to 
raise the soul above all worldly storms. 

Yet returning from Orchestra hall 
with the utterance of a symphony still 
enchanting their ears, musicians sit them 
down and compose murderous epistles to 
and about the music critic with whose 
customs they are not pleased. They hold 
meetings wherein they emit sinister, not to 
say diabolical, sounds as of the brazen 
sarrusophone, demanding that the scribe 
be separated from his' employment. An 
otherwise docile ’cellist once, after par- 
ticipating in an exquisite sonata, descend- 
ed forthwith into the audience and pulled 
the nose of Glenn Dillard Gunn. Miss 
Garden turns her back on a rival prlma 
dcnna; Mr. Paderewski grows Infuriated 
at his hearers when they applaud him 
too much; and Mme. Cavallierl Is cruel to 
her American husband, to mention a 
few minor eccentricities. The annals of 
the muse are replete with the petulaut 
misdemeanors of her gifted celebrants. 

Asked to write of “Elijah" once. Mr. 
Runciman, the London critic, declined 
philosophically. "The only thing,to be 
said about ’Elijah,’ he remarked, Is 
that people get angry when they read 
that It is not a mighty work." Mr. Run- 
ciman speculated on the paradoxies af- 
forded by the great masters of music. He 
recalled that the tremendous passion 
which enabled Beethoven to compose glo- 
rious sonatas and symphonies went with 
an ungovernable temper; that Wagner 
was entirely Insensible to the claims and 
rights of other people; that Mozart could 
not cut his meat at dinner, and that 
Liszt fainted at the sound of a French 
hern. "The musical gift," he announced, 
"goes with some shortcomings or disabil- 
ity ’’ 

This judgment is, of course, too harsh, 
though given by one himself a musician, 
and will not be urged as the cause of the 
critics’ troubles. We must retain our 
confidence In the divine efficacy of a 
r.c.ble art, excusing the occasional dis- 
cordances of Its results because of the 
febrile temperaments of those \yho come 
under Its spell. They are petulant and 
thoughtless rather than caliclous and de- 
structive, and their earnest outbursts add 
savor to what otherwise might become a 
sugary monotone. 

HOBSON'S PRIVATE DEMON RUM 
From the St Louis Post-Dispatch. 

Mr. Hobson having declared during the 
prohibition debate that "Alcohol averages 
2000 Americans a day; alcohol actually 
kills fully 730,000 American citisenB every 
year,” certain skeptical gentlemen turned 
to the official mortality figures of the 
United States. They discovered that the 
total deaths of Americans over E years old 
number 933,612 a year, or about 2500 a day. 
That is, If 2000 American citlsens die a day 
from alcoholism, only 500, including many 
children not yet out or their teens, are 
left who died from all other causes. They 
also point to statistics showing that only 
about 4000 die a year whose death is 
really attributed to alcoholism and sug- 
gest that Mr. Hobson's figures are an even 

724.000—or 99.14 per cent—out of the way. 
The skeptical gentlemen are officers of 

a liquor dealers’ organisation and conse- 
quently their showing In mIRgatlon Is to 
be discredited. Americans have no busi- 
ness to die of anything but alcoholism 
when Mr. Hobson has a prohibition speech 
to make. Almost as malicious and mean 

are those surviving Americans who would 
confine Mr. Hobson to facta in dlscusss- 
Ing naval needs, tha Japanese peril or the 
demon rum. 

! ADRIFT WITH THE TIMES | 
A GREETING. 

Well, here’s hoping m 

You’ll stop groping 
In the valley of despair 

That you’ll cheer up. 
Skies will clear up 

And you’ll say good-by to care. 

Life's a gamble 
And a scramble. 

From the cradle to the grave; 
Can't be choosers, 
Most are losers, 
But, at least, we can be brave! 

DANGEROUS LOCALITY. 

“Those soldiers In the trenches of Eu- 
rope must have lively times dodging bul- 

lets,” said Mr. Twobble. 

“Oh, I don’t know that they are any 

worse off than I am,” replied Mr. Was- 

serby. “Santa Claus distributed half a 

dozen air rifles among the boys of my 

neighborhood.” 

HARD^TIMES, WHAT? 

“Here’s a sad New Year story printed 

in this newspaper.” 

“Tell me about it.” 

“A poor man ran amuck with a sheaf 

of bills in his hand.” 

“He couldn't collect them?" 

“No. He couldn’t pay them.” 

'GALA OCCASIONS. 

“Do newspaper men always work with 

pipes stuck in their mouths?” asked the 

casual visitor. 

“Not always,” answered the assistant 

police reporter. “Sometimes a local poli- 
tician comes in and distributes cigars.” 

A TIGHTWAD. 
“You say he carries a big roll of bills 

around with him?” 

“All the time?” 

“Do you suppose it’s all real money?” 
“I don’t know. As he never peels one 

off, there’s no way of telling.” 

ALL IS NOT LOST. |g 
The cigarette, soundly abusel for theeef^M 

many years by reformers In trousers, as, s 

well as in petticoats, is being immortal- 

ised In the present war. Some of the 

greatest generals in the opposing armies 

are cigarette smokers and the daunt- m 

less captain of the Formidable went down j 
with his ship while smoking one. Quan- 
tities of cigarettes are distributed among 

the sailors and soldiers by Red Cross 

workers and others. However, there is a 

field left for the antl-clgarette agitators. 
If Europe's war has made the cigarette 
the solace of heroes, it has given black 

eye to John Barleycorn and his close 

relative. Ivan Vodka. The cigarette re- 

formers will be welcomed to the ranks of 

the militant prohibitionists and may ( 
henceforth exercise their lungs to some 

purpose by shouting, “Down with the •[ 
Demon Rum!" 

MORE ADVICE 

Just kiss your hand to trouble 
When trouble tries to stay, 

And should your cares redouble, j 
Why, whistle them away! 

AN IMPORTANT FIGURE. 

“Who Is this General Von Hindenburg. | 
any way?” I 

“He’s the impresario in the eastern the- I 
atre of war." 

LOST THE OTHERS. 

"Nine years ago," said Gadsby, “I de- I 
elded to buy a bungalow on the install- | 
ment plan.” 

"Well, It's a cozy little home," said f 
Boftels. 

"Don’t be so hasty in your conclusion. 1 

The house I'm living In now is my third I 
attempt to buy a bungalow on the in- 1 
stallment plan." PAUL COOK. 

NEW HOME FOR PRESIDENTS jl 
A 

SUMMER home in the heart of the 
Rocky mountains for the Presi- 

dents of the United States, built 
and presented to the nation by the citi- 
zens of the 22 states west of the Missis- 
sippi, is projected by citizens of Denver. 
F?ix hundred and forty acres of land on 

Mount Falcon, 15 miles west of Denver, 
has been given as a site, and a consider- 
able part of the $1,000,000 which it is pro- 
posed to spend in the construction of the 
building and the development of its sur- 

rounding park has been subscribed. The 

formal laying of the corner stone is to 

take place as soon as President Wilson 
can find an opportunity to attend the 
ceremony in person. A handsome page 
view of the castle appears in a recent 
number of Popular Mechanics Magazine, 
and an article states: 

“The purpose in view is not only to 
provide a sumptuous and appropriate 
summer home for the head of the na- 

tion, but to bring those responsible for 
the administration of affairs in Washing- 
ton into closer touch with the west, its 

needs, and its interests. To this end 

the building has been planned so as to 

provide ample room, not only for a home 
but for the presidential offices, as wrell 
as accommodations for other public of- 
ficials, space for public gatherings, and 
suitable accommodations for visiting am- 

bassadors, governors and other digni- 
taries. ; 

"Constructed of granite and marble over 

steel frames on concrete foundations, the 
building as planned is to be castlelike in [ 
general effect, fitting into the rugged. I ) 
rocky surroundings. An area of about 40 S 
acres on the summit of Mount Falcon has 0 
been chosen for the house itself and its 
Immediate grounds and gardens. The ap- | 
proach will be from the south, over a 

crest on which are located the garage, 
stables, water tower and sally port, 1 

thence over a three-span masonry bridge — 

to tile inner court, 240 by 244 feet. Here 
_ 

tho road branches, one part loading 
through a funnel to the service court at j the cast of the main tower, In the base j, 
of which are the engine and storerooms, i- 
Tlie other branch of the road^weeps 
around a circle, 160 feet In diameter, to 
the porte-cochere, giving access to the 
three main units of the structure, the 
administration wing, the public spacf, and 
the state wing. 

"The administration wing contains the 
offices of the President and his secre- 
taries, a conference room, reception j 
rooms, and a library, above which are 
the private apartments of the President. 
The position of the wing is such that a 
view of the plains, the valleys and peaks 
is always obtainable, and provision Is 
made for private approaches so the Presi- 
dent may come and go unobserved." 

BLOODY STORY OF YPRES I 
From the London Globe. 

□HE 
story of most of the Flemisl 

towns might indeed be writter 
in blood, for not a century passed 

but left it the ruins of hostile armies— 
civil wars and religious wars fought oul 

neither less cruelly nor less bitterly— 
one is moved with pity for a people s< 

industrious. The name of the town oi 

Ypres, at present one of the most im- 

portant points on the west front, hai 

lost its world fame long ago. And yel 
there was a time when it was a house 

hold word, especially with the fair sex 

as much as Paris is today. But that it 

long, long ago, as far bade as the mid- 

dle of the thirteenth century. 
At that time it was, with its 200,00( 

inhabitants (today it numbers but 18, 
000), the richest and most powerful clt] 
of Flanders, and supplied many of th( 

European countries with the product! 
of its looms, of which there were no 

less than 4000 in full swing. The Weavei 
Guild of Antwerp is mentioned in an 

cient records as early as 1078, and ir 

the year 1200 Count Baldwin IX li 

spoken of as laying the foundation ston. 

of a hall destined for it. It must be « 

pleasant thought for Englishmen tha 

as they brought about the fall of Ypres 

they should now stand side by side with II 
its good inhabitants for its defense. For H 
it was the English who in 1383 laid |jj 
siege to the fair city, subdued it. and H 
expelled its weavers. I 

It should be said, however, that pre- jl 
vious to that period Ypres had gone H 
through trying times, through civil II 
wars and the peril of 1347. But a worse H 
fate was in store for it two centuries II 
later, when the troops of the Duke of H 
Alba approached, murdering and plun- H 
dcring. The city was taken by Alexan- H 
der Farnese in 1584, the number of the II 
inhabitants having been reduced by II 
then to 5000. During the wars of con- II 
quest by Douls XIV Ypres was taken no ||| 
less than four times—in 1648, 1649 and II 
1658 by the French, and Anally in 167S, (I 
when it was Incorporated with France. Hj 
During the eighteenth century Y'pres, 
as a so-called barrier fortress, was gar- ‘H 
risoned by Dutch troops, but was twice Hi 
stormed by the French, In 1744 and 1747. 
during the Austrian war of succession 

and in 1794 conquered by the French |H 
armies of the revolution. At the Con- 

gress of Vienna Ypres was allotted to 

the kingdom of the Netherlands, but 
when in 1830 Belgian separted from 
Holland it became Belgian. 

GRANT'S WARNING 
From "The Personal Memoirs Of U. 8. 

Grant." 
To maintain peace In the future It Is 

necessary to prepare for war. There can 

scarcely be a possible chance of a con- 

flict, such as the last one (the civil war) 

occurring among our people again; but. 

growing as we are, in population, wealth 

and military power, we may become the 

envy of nations which led us in all these 

particulars only a few years ago; and 

unless we are prepared for it, we may be 

in danger some day of a combined move- 

ment being made to crush us out. Now. 

scarcely 20 years after the war, we Beem 

to have forgotten the lessons it taught, 

and we are going on as if in the greatest 
security, without the power to resist an 

Invasion by the fleets of fourth rate Eu- 

ropean powers for a time until we could 

prepare for them. 
We should have a good navy, and our 

sea coast defenses should be put ip tgie 
finest possible condition. Neither of these 
cost much when it is considered where 
the money goes and what we get in re- 

turn. Money expended In a fine navy 

not only adds to our security and tends 
to prevent war in the future, but is a very 

material aid to our commerce in the 
meantime with foreign nations. Money 
spent upon our sea coast defenses is spent 
among our own people, and all goes 
back again among the people. The work 
accomplished, too, like that of the navy, 
gives us a feeling of security-. 

“The war has made us a nation of great 
power and intelligence; we have but lit- 
tle to do to preserve peace, happiness and 
Prosperity at home, and the respect of na- 
tions. Our experience ought to teach us 
the necessity of the first; our power se- 
cures the latter. 

% 

THE REALITY OF WAR 'll 
From Judge. | IB 

Mr. McGovern, a heavyweighl gen nj 
tleman of London's Last End, who hai |H 
never been known to work, but whiV.IW 
nevertheless, has added to the popu1k\kI 
tlon of the earth in figures up to 1C. {HI 
suddenly became heroic and enlisted. 
The following dialog took place be- 
tween Mrs. McGovern and a lady, Mrs. tH 
McGovern being happy and complacent IV 
In tge receipt of her 27-6 from the war j^V office: iiflfe 

Mrs. McGovern—Good morning, miss. ^E 
I.ady—Good morning, Mrs. McGovern. ■§ 

I hear Mr. McGovern has gone to the VB 
war. Wm 

Mrs. McGovern (cheerfully)—Yes, 
miss. IfB 

Lady—Well, Mts. McGovern, what do VB 
you think of this terrible war? Bf 

Mrs. McGovern—Good God, Indy! I Ell 
hope It will laat forever! B 

TO A PHOTOGRAPHER M 
By Berton Braley. In Harper’s Weekly. 
I have known joy and woe and toll andBH 
i fight r mm 
I have lived largely, I have dreamed ^EB 

and planned. 
And Time, the Sculptor, with a master V§| 

hand, 
Upon my face has wrought for all men's'VH 

sight 1B| 
The lines and seams of Life, of growth 

end blight, / JB 
Of struggle end of service end com-Elf: 

mend; Bl 
And now you show ms This—this 19 

wexen, blend ffiB 
And plecld—unllnsd, untroubled, white? IB 
This Is net I—this fatuous face you showUK 

Retouched end prettified end Bmooth#iB| 
to pleeee. 4B 

Put back the wrinkles end the lines lB 
know, 

I have spent blood and brain achieving 
these; 

Out of the pain, the sorrow end thsBI 
wreck, Jgj 

They are my seers of battle—Put Theta Bi 


