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Rosemary nnd rue$ these keep seem- 

ing and savour all the winter long. 
—Winter’s Tale. 

BEGINNING THE DAY—My Lord, 
I -would give to Thee this day. I 
won Id have It wholly Thine. Oth- 
er days I have given, but I have *e- 
aerved a part or later have with- 
drawn a part, or have forgotten al- 
together. Take this day now while 
It la fresh. Put Thy seal npon It, 
Inform It with Thy presence and 
beauttfiiy It with Thy grace. Amen. 
—H. M. E. 

Let the People Decide 

During: the spring or summer the 

people of Birmingham will be asked to 

vote a bond issue for the financial 
relief of the municipal government. 

It is said that when the people ex- 

press themselves on that matter, they 
will also be asked to express them- 
selves on several others—among them 

being the bill pending before the leg- 
islature providing for an increase in 

the number of city commissioners 
from three to five. 

This bill has caused a great deal 
of discussion throughout Birmingham, 
and has found the people divided as 

to whether or not the proposed change 
is good or wise. It is entirely proper, 

therefore, that the people be per- 
mitted to express their opinion at the 

polls. 
The Age-Herald is convinced that 

it would be unwise to increase the 
number of commissioners. However, 
if the people declare for the greater 
number, The Age-Herald will accept 
the verdict with good grace. And 
there can be no question but that the 
members of the Jefferson county dele- 
gation to the legislature would ac- 

cept the verdict, and in the event that 
the people opposed the idea embodied 
in the bill, would recall that measure 

from its position in committee. 
By all means let there be a referen- 

dum. 

Constantinople Trembles 
The allies are knocking at the doors 

of Constantinople. The main forts at 
the entrance to the Dardanelles have 
been reduced by British and French 
warships and now begins the tortuous 
journey of the Hellespont to the Sea 
of Marmora. Ib is a long journey 
through a mined area and with other 
important forts on both the Asiatic 
and European sides. 

In this strait has lain Constantino- 
ple s safety and security for centu- 
ries. The ancient city of Constantine 
passed out of the hands of Christians 
in 1453. Will this year, 1915, see its 
final relinquishment by the Mussul- 
mans ? 

Megalomania 
Human beings show their egotism 

in many curious ways. Some people, 
most gravely afflicted with megalo- 
mania, live to a ripe old age and die 
blissfully unconscious of the fact that 
they have a monstrous conceit of 
themselves. The simpler forms of 
egotism are so commonly met with 
that they can be passed by without 
comment, but now and then some- 

body’s eccentricities are written up in 
the newspapers and these are a source 

of never failing interest to a student 
of human nature. 

Henry Close, an engineer and 
mathematician, who died recently in 

Philadelphia, left $30,000 to be used 
"S in caring for his grave and those of 

his ancestors. For years this man 

made a study of ways to keep his body 
inviolate after death. He calculated 

exactly how much concrete and steel 
would be necessary to give him what 
he considered a “safe” tomb. He 
specified the kind of embalming fluid 
to be used, the method of caulking his 
metallic casket and the cement to be 
used in making his tomb both water- 

proof and airtight. Doubtless all these 

precautions will be carried out to the 
letter. 

People, particularly old people, fre- 

quently make elaborate preparations 
for their last resting places and at 

intervals a genius looms up with the 

forethought to build hie own monu- 

\ 

1 merit and inscribe a suitable epitaph 
thereon, so that his merits may be 

[ set forth at their true value, but a 

I desire to prevent the natural dissolu- 
tion of the body after death is not so 

common. Few persons give the mat- 

ter any thought. Those who do arc 

more or less indifferent. And it is 
better so. Nothing but the most 

egregious vanity could prompt a man 

to take such precautions as the Phila- 

delphian did. 
‘‘Dust to dust” is the inexorable law 

and the “post mortem egotist” wastes 

money that might serve for a better 

purpose in trying to circumvent na- 

ture. 

A Railroad President's Error 

That was a remarkable speech made 

to the Chicago Traffic club Thursday 
night by William Sproule, president 
of the Pacific system of the Southern 

Pacific Railroad company. It was a 

peculiar mixture of sound common 

sense and ultra materialism. Take this 
extract for instance: 

The booster lifts nothing higher 
than the level of his own teeth. 
The trumpeter of prosperity be- 

guiles only Vils own ears. Prosperi- 
ty Is real or it does not exist. We 
do not have to look for it; It comes 

to us. It grows within our sight 
like a plant coming to flower. 

In other words, “Do not believe 

anything you can’t see.” What if 

George Washington at Valley Forge, 
surrounded only by his ragged and 
starving soldiers and handicapped by 
the machinations of enemies at Phil- 
adelphia, had believed in such per- 
nicious doctrine? Where would the 
union cause have been if Lincoln had 
been guided only by the too evident 
reverses and clamor of “Let the 
southern states go,” in the first two 

years of the war? What makes some 

cities with no natural advantages 
greater than others which have every 
natural advantage? Why have thou- 
sands of our poor boys become mil- 
lionaires and public leaders? Was it 
because they sat still and refused to 
believe there was such a thing as suc- 

cess until they could actually see it 
and have possession of it? 

No, Mr. Sproule, ability to see a 

thing is not the real test of its ex- 

istence. Long ago it was truly said 
that the things that are unseen are 

greater than the things that are seen. 

Mental suggesfion does help. Boost- 
ing long since proved its worth. Even 
the plant which comes into flower so 

you can see it must have congenial 
surroundings; it must be in a world 
which smiles upon it and it must be 
nurtued by a hopeful universe long 
before it unfolds its beautiful colors to 
the man who did not believe they were 

there until he could see them. 

The Silence of Lacy 
Many of the newspapers of Ala- 

bama are rather critical because of 
the fact that Theodore Lacy accepted 
the verdict of the law without making 
a clean breast of that which is known 
as one of the great scandals of the 
state. 

The Age-Herald takes it for granted 
that Lacy, a man of intel]igenc»,'*is 
aware of the fact that ha'cannot con- 

vert the people to a belief in his in- 
nocence simply through a declaration 
to the effect that he is not guilty. 
Therefore, there is some good reason, 
it is highly probable, for his continued 
silence. 

Whether innocent or guilty, Lacy is 
bearing the burden of the crime which 
was committed. If he is innocent, 
then his martyrdom is self-imposed. 
If he is guilty, one can scarcely criti- 
cize him for refraining at the present 
from making a full statement. 

At any rate, The Age-Herald can- 

not understand the justice in the gen- 
eral criticism of the former clerk of 
the convict bureau. It can have no 

other source than peculiar desire on 

the part of probably a majority of 
the people to delve into the morbid, or 

satiate their appetites for the sensa- 

tional. And when the prisoner does 
make his statement—and when he 
does it will be full and ample—the 
people might after all be disappointed 
in the mildness of its tone. 

The Houston Post rejoices bee ;se the 
Alabamff legislature does not legislate 
for Texas. Judged by its performances, 
the Alabama legislature isn t competent 
to legislate for Dahomey. 

The .man who said the word ••jitney” 
was derived from the Greek was doubt- 
less mislead by the nationality of many 
"jitney ’bus” chauffeurs. 

Although Great Salt Lake *• "nues to 

shrink, no regrets are expressed, it 1^ 
one of the most useless hodi-s of r ater 

in the world. 

U Is said that "Billy” Sunday will get 
>100,000 out of Philadelphia. Still, Phila- 
delphia lias been given a "run for her 
money." 

St. Louis is to have an office building 
exclusively for women which will doubt- 
less be owned by a rock-ribbed feminist. 

The 6-cent loaf causes misgivings In 
the hearts of some people. However, the 
6-cent glass of beer Is still In reach. 

Preparations are already being made to 

harvest the June bride crop, regardless 
of the situation in Europe. 

Visitors en route to the Sau Francisco 
fair add to the excitement of the trip 
by stopping off in Chicago. 

The ancient jest about dogs being con- 

verted into sausages seems to have been 

verified in Germany. A dispatch from 
Copenhagen states that German agents 
are buying dogs of all kinds from farmer* 
and peasants in West Jutland. As much 
as $14 is being paid for fat dogs. It is 
said that tlioie dogs are made into sau- 

sages for human consumption, chilly 
among the German people. Parisians 
have eaten rats and mice in the past. 
Compared to a diet like that, a fat dog 
in good health when butchered and prop- 

erly prepared would furnish forth no 

mean banquet board. Although little has 

been permitted to leak out in regard to 

the food shortage in Germany, her new 

naval policy indicates that the country's 
plight is becoming desperate. The idea 

of eating a horse or a dog may be re- 

pellent to persons with squeamish stom- 

achs, but those friends of man in an 

emergency furnish him nutritious food. 

It has even been said that dog meat is 

as good as possum meat, if the dog is 

young and tender. 

Two Alabama men who were transport- 
ing a quantity of liquor in an automo- 

bile were captured by the sheriff of a 

“dry” county when their car broke down. 

Not a good advertisement fo tha^ par- 

ticular make of automobile. 

Now come reports that prohibition Rus- 

sia is in the same class with prohibition 
Maine, only “dry” on the surface. 

Perhaps a message received from Chi- 

cago had something to do with Prof. 
Jack Johnson’s lingering in -uba. 

Mexico is short of flour. That country 
will never be short of brig in Ja until 

Uncle Sam cleans them out. 

It will be years before a timorous voy- 

ager will be able to traverse the North 

sea without quaking. 

M arring Europe is not too busy fight- 

ing to keep a wary eye on Italy. 

All Japan asks of China, it seems, is1 
the earth. China should worry. 

FEEDING A BIG SNAKE 

From the March Popular Mechanics' 

Magazine. 
After being imported from India, thei 

largest snake caged in the Lincoln ! 
Park zoo, at Chicago, steadfastly re- 

fused to take nourishment and was be- 

lieved to be gradually starving to death. 
In the several months of his captivity 
his weight decreased from 300 to 215 

pounds. Numerous methods for lousing 
him were tried without success, until 
* food gun was purchased and the rep- { 
tile led forcibly. The instrument is j 
provided with a large clyinder and aj 
plunger actuated by a crank. The snake! 
was taken from his cage, given a hot1 
bath, during which his summer coat 
was removed, and then placed on a 

board, 50 feet in length, at the end of 
which the food gun with its cylinder, 
loaded with 20 pounds of chopped pork 
and beef mixed with fresh pig's blood, 
was mounted. The strength of 20 men 

was required to carry out this opera- 
tion. A hoard through which a circular 
hole was drilled was then inserted be- 
tween the reptile's Jaws, and a tube ex- 

tending from the nozzle of the food 
machine passed through this into his 
throat. The crank was turned, and the 

mpat forced into the snake. Before the 
operation was finished 50 pounds of the 
mixture was disposed of in this manner, 
and the snake was then returned to his 
cage. 

-— ■ -- 

THE GHOSTLY SINGER OF MADISON 
From the Philadelphia Public Ledger. 

A strange story comes from Madisbn, 
VVis., which deservos 'the attention of 
the So ety for Psychical Research. The 
governor of the state has been annoyed 
for three weeks by a mysterious voice in 
his private office in the capitol. A per- 
sistent ^search for the source of It has 
been in vain; not even a microphone or 

other mechanical device has been found 
in the walls. Yet every afternoon at 2 
oclock the strains of "The Holy City” 
have pealed forth in a clear soprano. No 
wonder the governor and ills private sec- 

tetary are beginning to get nervous. It 
would be bad enough to have to listen to 
that saccharine product of musical inspi- 
ration from some visible singer. To hear 
it in a fashion to make your flesh creep, 
as the Fat Boy said, must be more than 
even a high official can bear. 

The supernatural may be always capa- 
ble of a natural explanation; but there 
are unsolved mysteries in spite of the 
activities of science, and this may be one 

of them. Most persons believe in fairies, 
as Peter Pan would have them; and if in 
fairies, why not in ghosts or apparitions 
or other tricks of the senses? It would 
be rather a pity, on the whole, to have 
the Madison mystery explained away. If 
the governor Is annoyed he might change 
his office. Or would the Insubstantial 
singer follow him wherever he went? 
The experiment might be attempted un- 
der the supervision of some eminent au- 

thority on spirits, like Professor Hyslop. 

CHATTANOOGA’S POPULATION 

From the Savannah Press. 
A newspaper correspondent credits 

Chattanooga with 100,000 population. How- 

ever, some newspaper men have been 
known to see two persons when there 
was only one person before them.—Bir- 
mingham Age-Herald. 

But the Alabama legislature has about 
fixed It so this cannot happen to Bir- 

mingham. 

POINTED PARAGRAPHS 
From the Chicago News. 

A ciying shame—the neighbor’s baby. 
Eve Invented temptation, but forgot to 

patent it. 
When an old man falls in love it’* apt to 

be a bad fall. 
Love laughs at locksmiths, but it hasn’t 

any use for the pokesmlth. 
You have a right to express yogr opin- 

ion of the weather, but what’s the use? 
Occasionally a man Is known to the 

world as the husband of a prominent 
woman. 

If a man owes vou money he is always 
ready to laugh at your weak witticisms. 

Anyway, a man never has to worry 
about a ventilating system for his air 
castles 

Book learning is all that a man needs 
in this world—if he ia going to spend his 
time in Jail. 

And It is easier to marry a girl for 
her beauty than it is to live with her for 
the same reason. 

A female of the species admits that 
women kiss each other because they think 
they ought to—not because they want to. 

The man wlio tells others how to make 
a fortune In a Short time la seldom able 
to show a bank balance of more than 
three figures. 

The wise man craps small opportuni- 
ties and makes them big, while the fool 
alta In an easy chair and waits for great 
•pportunltiu to come his way. 

IN HOTEL LOBBIES 
Slory on the Gwlns 

A former student of Auburn was telling 
last night an interesting story on Jerry 
and Houston Gtvin, which illustrates the 
esteem in which the brothers, well known 

j in Birmingham, hold each other. 
“The Gwin brothers came to Auburn," 

said the old student, "confident not only 
In their own strength but In the strength 
of each other. And when they reported 
for football practice they immediately 
made good. They played tackle positions 
and the one was always ready to rush to 
the assistance of the other when he was 

In trouble. 
“One day in a classroom the professor 

asked Jerry a question. Jerry thought a 

long while, and then shook his head. 
'I can't answer that question,' he 

finally said, and then with a smile of 
confidence which beamed all over his face 
he rejoined: 

"But if you really want to Know the an- 

swer, just ask 'Houst.' 

In Opportunity Sillthted 
“The Huntsville Times slipped up 

laughably the other day, said Wilbur 
Hines of Cullman, who spent, yesterday 
in Birmingham. 

“Tlie Times, in an effort' to compliment 
State Senator Bonner of Wilcox, said: 
'B stands for Bonner. Brains and Busi- 
ness.' 

"It would have been apropos had be 
substituted or at least added 'Bull.' For 
B does stand for bull, ar.d Senator 
Bonner enjoys his wide reputation more 

for the fact that he is the author of 
the famous ‘Bull Bill’ than because of 
his brain or his Inclination to transact 
business. 

"I can't understand how a bright news- 

paper could have overlooked the oppor- 
tunity." 

More on ‘Telephone Manners 
"1 was much Interested In an ex- 

pression I saw in this column the eth- 
er day regarding telephone manners, 
said a man who has occasion lo use 
the telephone constantly. "I heartily 
indorse all that was said, but.It seemed 
to me that the principal offense against 
courtesy was omitted. 

“It always makes me want to fight 
when X lift a receiver and say 'Hello, 
to have someone demand, 'Who is this?' 
I make it a practice to answer such a 
demand only with a like question, I 
think this Is the pinnacle of rudeness. 

"One wouldn't walk into another 
man's office and without introduction 
or any other preliminaries suddenly 
demand, ‘who are you?' but he will do 
it over the phone and it is extremely 
exasperating to me. The man I take 
off my hat to is the one who says, 
'This is J. B. Brown of Brown & Co. 
X wish to speak to Mr. Smith.' He's a 
real gentleman." 

Iron Situation More Kneourngiug 
The weekly report of Matthew Aiidy & 

Co. allows a much more encouraging sit- 
uation in the iron market. It reads: 

“This week the iron market has con- 
tinued slowly to broaden. There is dis- 
tinctly more inquiry and there has been 
a great deal of quiet buying. There is 
nothing spectacular in the situation, there 
is no excitement, no special features, 
Just a gradual recovery that is slow but 
apparently promises to be sure. We hav.e 
seen a great many foundrymen this week 
and the testimony of them all is to the 
effect that they are getting more and 
more business. All of them notice a 

striking improvement in the volume of 
their new orders as compared with six 
weeks ago. And in some lines there is 
such an improvement that the shops are 

running full. This increasj in the work 
done by consumers is already reflected 
in the pigtiron market, and it is particu- 
larly visible in the larger tonnage of iron 
which the furnaces arc shipping. As a 
matter of fact, the foundries ar^Tuttning 
without stocks ofjiorf on hand;, they 
have, forced. the* furnaces to carry all the 
surplus, but this surplus is a small mat- 
ter compared to the normal needs of the 
country. 

“The export situation continues to grow 
more favorable. Production of pig iron 
abroad has been greatly reduced and 
prices there are rapidly advancing. Al- 
ready, in spite of excessively high freight 
rates, export sales have been made, and 
it is plain that when the war Is over 
and ocean freights go back to where they 
belong America is going to be called upon 
for unparalleled shipments of rails, loco- 
motives, machinery and Iron and steel In 
all kinds of finished and unfinished forms. 
The day is surely coming when we shall 
see iron come to its own again. We have 
been in the depths, for the depression in 
the Iron trade has been more severe than 
in any other branch of industry, but 
there is no trade that has recupera- 
tive strength of the iron trade, based as 
it Is on the most vital needs of civiliza- 
tion, and the dawn of the better time is 
in sight." 

A GOOD OUTLOOK 
From the Nashville Banner. 

All north Alabama counties where di- 
versification had been the practice for 
several years are in a highly prosperous 
condition. The farmers made money 
enough on diversification to pay their 
debts without selling a bale of cotton. 
When they do sell cotton it will be at 
a price that will return a good profit.— 
Birmingham Age-Herald. 

Northern Alabama is contiguous to 
Nashville, and a region from whence this 
city draws a large part of its trade. 

What the Age-Herald says of northern 
Alabama Is true in a greater degree of 
middle Tennessee, where but little area 
is ever devoted to cotton. 

Tlie middle Tennessee farmers and 
those of the Tennessee river valley in 
northern Alabama grow wheat in consid- 
erable quantity. The wheat crop last 
year brought a good price, ar.d that now 
growing promises to bring the best price 
in years. 

Middle Tennessee farmers, too, sold 
their mules and surplus horses to the 
British government at good prices. 

Middle Tennessee and some portions of 
northern Alabama raise cattle for mar- 
ket, and that is now p very profitable 
Industry. 

Food products of all kind bring good 
prices now, and both middle Tennessee 
and northern Alabama will have much 
produce of this kind to put on the 
market. 

These same things might be said, too, 
of those portions of Kentucky, West and 
East Tennessee that Nashville Includes in 
its trade area. 

All of the farming region about Nash- 
ville Is In a good fix now financially, 
and the prospect for 1915 Is very encour- 
aging. 

The year should really be one of great 
prosperity to Nashville and the region 
round about. 

COMPORT POR THE GARRULOUS 
From the Montgomery Advertiser. 

Senator Lusk of Marshall, who ssomi 

to have been out of sorts lately, has the 
satisfaction of knowing that he has taken 
up more time making speeches at this 
session than any other member, and that 
he has accomplished nothing for which 
the people of Alabama voted 1*. the spring 
prims risa 

-.-—- 

Chicago Herald: The American citizens 
of German and Irish extraction who are 

forming an organization for the pur- 

pose of influencing the selection of 

presidential nominees, and more special- 

ly of opposing the renomination of Presi- 

dent Wilson, really ought to look ahead 

a little. 
This war isn't going to last always. It 

may end mucli sooner than anybody ex- 

| pects. It won't be long until all the ex- 

j citement engendered by the present con- 

I filet and Incidentally, most of the reputa- 
tions gained by contributing to it, will be- 

come part and parcel of the past. 
Then when the clouds have rolled away 

and everything has resumed Its normal 
course, how will these gentlemen feel as 

exponents of the principle that the selec- 
tion of a President of the United States, 
or of any other public official, for that 

matter, ought to be largely influenced by 
international considerations? 

fldw will they look, as sponsors for ait 
organization got together on the theory 
that the attitude of the national admin- 
istration to this or that foreign gov- 
ernment is a primary consideration—com- 

pared with which all our domestic Issues 
and interests must pale into Insignifi- 
cance ? 

Just at present, when imaginations are 

a little overheated. It is perhaps natural 

f<y gentlemen of fervid sentiments to Im- 

aging that there is a great call for such 
an organization, and that, even after the 

present excitement is over, it may sur- 

vive as an effective political instrument. 
But they are wrong. 

They ought to consider carefully the 
chance that the plan which today seems 

sublime will tomorrow look very foolish. 

Ex-Mayor McClellan, in Scribner’s: If 

you do not wish, sooner or later, to 

reckon with the alternative of either liv- 

ing shamefully or dying gloriously, we 

must be prepared to defend ourselves and 

fight for our national honor single-hand- 
ed, for we can expect no assistance from 

any other nation on earth. We must 

realize that whatever nations may say 

in their hours of stress, in their hearts 
none of them like us. All fear us and 

•flffe jealous of us, for they know that we 

are the nation of the future. There will 

be no general disarmament after this 

war. for, while financial necessity may 
cause a great reduction in the size of 

armaments, the armies and navies that 

survive will be more than sufficient to 
account for ours, as at present consti- 
tuted. 

For the sincere and honest nonresister 
we should have nothing but respect. We 

may not approve of his doctrines, but we 

can at least admire the consistency of the 
man, who, believing war to be the greatest 
of evils, advocates peace at any price. 
But most of our people are in no sense 

nonresisters and have the most profound j 
belief in the greatness and the might of 
our country. Yet, while they urge the ex- 

pansion of American industry and com- 

merce. and in its support advocate a 

spirited foreign policy, they are unwilling 
to make the necessary sacrifices to insure 
our country's future. They believe that 
because we have never been obliged to 

fight a serious foreign war there is a 

special Providence watching over us to 
protect us from our mista'kes. Trusting to 
this special Providence, we have nego- 
tiated a series of treaties with foreign 
powers in which it is agreed that, in case 

of any dispute arising between the con- 

tracting parties, neither shall resort to 
armes until after the expiration of a year. 
A sort of political moratorium Is pro- 
vided w-hleh under the millennium might 
be very effective, but which under exist- 

ing conditions is hardly practical. 

ALABAMA PRESS 

Columbiana People's Advocate: State 
Treasurer Lancaster says that It cost the 
state |1100 a day to pay the legislature. 
No wonder the state is “busted.” 

Gadsden Journal: Failure of the legisla- 
ture to provide against mixed drinks mas- 
cause local officers some trouble. 

Andalusia Star: Birmingham has the 
best hotel south of the Ohio river. And 
that Isn't all—we could mention other 
things. 

Mobile Register: Since the arrival of the 

“jitney bus” nobody seems Inclined to 

“w^ilt for the next car."—Birmingham 
Age-Herald. That fact ought to lessen 
the sometimes Intolerably long headway 
between cars. 

Selma Times: There are 23,000 daily- 
papers In the United States and they wield 
an immense power for the preservation 
of democracy. It may be possible to fool 
and corrupt some of them, but In matters 
of gieat public Interest it is Impossible 
to think that none of them will utter the 
truth the country needs to hear. In their 
number and their rivalries and vars-ing 
Interests lies the real protection of the 
people 

Dothan Ragle: The etate’s financial af- 
fairs will not be settled until they are 

settled right and up. 

KILLED BY THE DEAD 
From the Dallas Tlmes-Herald. 

The snow covered field lay bloodstained 
under the stars. Searchlights to aid man 

to slay his fellow man even after the 
day of fighting had ceased Illuminated 
the battle plain and the great dodge-podge 
head of slain husbands and eons and 
sweethearts. 

But beneath the slain lay the wounded. 
Here Is an Immortal pen picture of the 
scene sent out by the Associated Press. 
It Is terrible in its restrained simplicity: 

"At night, under the glare of search- 
lights, the undulating mass of wounded 
made efforts to extricate Itself. Then to- 
wards 2 o'clock In the morning they 
moved no more.” 

Death beneath the dead. The breath ol 
life choked by the accumulation of car- 
casses that were once men. The soldier 
slaying even after one Is slain. 

The living below stimulating the dead 
above Into a ghastly counterfeit of life. 
Corpses slipping and sliding and tumbling 
Into the white hell of winter. 

Dante's Inferno Is a Sunday school tract 
compared to this. Yet we are glad the 
picture has besn painted. It gives one a 

clearer idea of what this twentieth cen- 
tury war Is. 

Where now are the gallant dragoons of 
the story books with their charges and 
countercharges In which the hero Is never 
killed? 

The sham of fiction fades before this 
corpse-charged scene of the thing as it la 

The mass of doad and dying falls apart 
and each individual becomes a man who. 
If left to his own wlshea, would have 
spent his life at peaca with his fallow 

ADRIFT WITH THE TIMES I 
OUT IN THE COLD. 

He could not learn the latest dances, 
Although he tried with all his might 

And risked his neck and took big chances 
On ballroom floors 'most every night. 

But did lie snuff his life ouft madly. 
Because his efforts were In vain? 

Ah. no. He hopes, although but,sadly, 
The waltz will be in style again. 

HARD TO EXPLAIN. 

“Human nature is a curious thing." 

"That remark is often made." 

“I was thinking of my grocer. Tie seems \ 
to'Tiaw no respect for me because I pay 

him cash, while Dubwalte, who uses his 

credit to the limit, Is treated as If he 

owned the store." 

PROLONGING THE QUARREL. 
"There Is nothing in the world I 

wouldn't give you," he said. 

"Perhaps so," she answered, icily, "but 

just at present you are giving me some- 

thing I don’t want." 

"What?" 

"A pain." 

HARKING BACK. 

“You say you have been going with Miss 

Flibba a long time?" 

"Ever since the year 6 B. T. C.” 

"What does that *B. T. C.’ stand for?" 

"Before the Tango Craze." 

A MATTER OF DUTY. 

As a cheer-up bard, 
I write this verse. 

Though the times are hard, 
They might be worse. 

ALL ALIKE. 

"Did you ever meet an actor who did 

not have a good opinion of himself?" 

“Never. Even the dogs in vaudcvilt 

have supercilious ways.” ^ 
KINSMEN. 

Outside the trench—the foeman s side— 
With face to earth and arms llung wide. 

Two fighting men lie dead. f 

When toward the foe they leaped an< 
ran— j The one was master, one was man— 

The cheering ranks they led. 

And one was heir of belted earls. I 
And one had sprung from comnioi 

churls— 
A child of humble breath. 

Outside the tj*ench they silent lie. j 
Two mhn who had not feared to die— 

And kinsmen both in death! | 
—W. R. Rose, In the Cleveland Plaii 

Dealer. 

MISLEADING LITERATURE. j 
“He reads a great deal, you say?” 

“Yes, but he doesn't profit by it.” | 
“That’s strange.” 

“Nor at all. He reads prospectuses." 

QUITE DIFFERENT. 

“One year ago a man could announc 

that he was going to Europe withou 

creating a ripple of excitement.,r 

“And now'?” 

“J? he makes that announcement every 

body crowds around to have a look a 

him.” 

LITERARY REWARDS. 

The late Alfred Henry Lewis is sa^ 
to have left an estate of about $i00, to 

though he was a prodigious w-orker an< 

seemed to have no difficulty in disposin* 
of his output. Perhaps Mr. Lewis di< 

not have a good head for business. Other 

wise he might have been as plutocratic a 

Robert W. Chambers. PAUL COOK. 

BACK TO PANTALETTES I 
Prom the Louisville Courier-Journal. 

CRITICS 
of costume, spare your 

gasps. The pantalette style has 
come.—An eastern paper. 

In the backwoods counties in Ken- 

tucky 30 years ago every belle—and 

avery girl who wasn’t a belle—appeared 
it church and singing school In ruf- 
fled pantalettes, which were no less 
visible than her pride in her attire, 
rhere may be, and there doubtless are, 
some remote districts in which panta- 
lettes have never gone out of style. At 
my rate, they,were the height -of back- 
woods fashion a generation ago, much 
to the amusement of city folk who 
penetrated occasionally the ’‘wilds'’ 
where young swains •gallavanted" In 
summer time resplendently arrayed in 
’ruffle bosom" shirts set off by flow- 
rred—sometimes hand embroidered— 
galluses for which no apology was of- 
fered, and for the suitable display of 
which coats were removed. 

To "go out among ’em"—the synco- 
pated objective case of the plural pro- 
noun of the third person meaning the 
unattached and possibly fancy-free 
young women of the countryside—coat- 
less, magnificently gallused, immacu- 
lately shlrted and rejoicing in "store 
shoes and britches." was the natural 
Jeslre and normal diversion of every 
young man. 

Young women in pantalettes—which 
seemed to be the dominant feature of 
the costume, the overshadowing sarto- 
rial triumph to which the rest of the 
habiliments lead up, or, rather, down, 
and appertained—swarmed from the 
highways and byways to the "meetin’ 
houses" upon sunny spring days when 
the forest was carpeted with larkspur, 

Dutchman's breeches, violets, cowslip 
and sweet William. It was then tha 
the unobtrusive “sparkers,” who ha< 
been “sluin' up” before log fires dur 
ing the winter evenings, manlfeste< 
themselves socially by keeping com 
pany at meeting in the fuM glare of th 
sun, and under the interested eye o 

the community. Serious, surreptitious 
lovemaking pursued in the soft glow o 

the embers and to the droning music o 

the snores of the “gal’s folks,” win 
slumbered frankly, instead of flgura 
tively, as the chaperon of the conven 
tlonal world is expected to do, becarm 
idyllic journeying to and from “meet 
in’ through a perfumed arboretum ir 
which the laughter-like barking o 

gray squirrels, the petulant note of th 
fledgling bluejay and the rollicking cal 
of the “flicker” strove for supremacy 
above the twitterings and chattering! 
of sundry sorts of small birds busy a 

the task of foraging for growing faml 
lies. 

Pantalettes may now be considerec 
of questionable propriety, shocking 
an evidence of a lack of modesty upoi 
the part of women of the fashionabl 
world. They may be greeted by th 
customary phrases of the everlasting 
alarmist about the-tendency-of-woman 
hood-of-the-perfod whose set phrasei 
were in vogue in Babylon and Ninevel 
and Tyre. But those who recall panta 
lettes as being articles of universa 
wear in Kentucky—they had, of course 
been worn in cities before that period 
remember them as part of the costume 
of country girls whose maidenly pro 
priety was as unbending as the oak 
under whose sheltering branches thefl 
followed the woodland paths to singht 
school. a 

ROMANCE IN GEOGRAPHY 

From Outing. 
Geography is a fascinating study. The 

history of the human rare Is written In 

large characters on the earth s surface 

for the seeing eye. Most people know 

that Pike's peak commemorates the ex 

ploratlons of a daring young officer early 
In the last century. But how many know 

that In the name of the Bill Williams 
river lingers the only memorial to a fam- 
ous trapper and Indian fighter of Kit Car- 
son's time, to whom the Rocky mountain 
country was an open book before even 

Fremont "blazed the trail” to the Pa- 
cific. It is around Hudson straits that 
names cry most loudly of achievement 
and of desperate need. Fancy what the 
Bay of God's Mercy meant to the man 
who first gave It that name? Or the 
heartbreaking effort indicated by Terror 
Point? Contrast Repulse bay and Mis- 
take bay with the peace Implied In Home 
bay and Cape Comfort. It Is difficult to 
estimate the exact depth and breadth of 
the irony that found vent in Navy Board 
inlet, while Mary Jones bay fairly 
breathes a longing for the commonplace 
comforts and safety of home. Reso- 
lution Island and Hope's Advance bay 
speak sturdily of the undlmlnlshed cour- 

age of whalers or explorers in those bar- 
ren waters. 

CHANGE AT SING SING 
Graham Roraeyn Taylor In The Survey. 

Two dramas were recently enacted at 

Sing Sing prison, one on Christmas Day 
and the other on the day following. One 
was described on the front page of every 

New York dally; the other has until now 

gone unnoticed. The first was a play- 
part of the Christmas Day programme— 
which was presented In the prison chapel 
“for the first time on any stage" before 
being brought to one of the New York 
city theatres. 

The name of the play is "Sinners." 
However much this fact may have seemed 

like "rubbing it In” on the audience, the 
Irony In no wise detracted from the pris- 
oners’ hearty enjoyment of the perform- 
ance, and they applauded vigorously when 
the machinations of tha wicked failed and 
tht heroine chose the "stalght and nar- 

row." The guess may be hazarded that If 
.the moral of the play stirs any guilty 
consotsnoes they will be quite as num- 

erous In the Broadway audiences as at 

Sing Sing. 
Ths drama of the following day was 

also enacted In the prison chapel—serving 
this time not as a playhouse but as a 
courtroom. Behind the dingy table sat 
Warden Thomas Mott Osborne, the prin- 
ctftat keeper and the prison physician— 
these three constituting a court of last 
resort to hear appeals from tha lower 
court consisting of five prisoners. 

A case was called and the young Ser- 
geant-at-arms, himself1* doing time, led 

I forward a middle-aged prisoner. He 
seemed to tyyUx unbending hardness, as 

he gazed steadily Into the faces of th 
judges. 

What he said was in substance this: 
"I ask the court for leave to withdraw 

my appeal. The first trial created a wron 

Impression of my character and it Is m 

earnest desire to remove that impressio 
as much as possible. I have conclude 
that the best way to do that Is to with 
draw my appeal and publicly acknowledg 
that I was wrong. 1 harbor no resent 
ment against the officer and assure th 
court that it is not likely to hear an 
other complaint against me.” J 

In one episode was dramatized wha 
many people are calling the wonderfv 
thing Tom Oeborne Is doing at Sing Sing. 
But the new warden says "it is the me 
who are doing the wonderful thing.” H 
calls it a "wave of righteousness." Sine 
sell-government came in early In De 
cember there has been not a single viola 
tion of the rules seriouB enough to war 

uant •punishment”—that Is, imprison 
ment in the dark cells. 

REAL NEUTRALITY 
From the Houston Post. 

The Electro Steel company of Pittsburg 
appears to support the policy of real 
not simulated, neutrality more cordiall 
than do some other American concern 
that are furnishing munitions of war t 
European belligerents. Requested by th 
Pittsburg foreign trade commission t 
bid on a contract to furnish part of a; 
order for 1,000,000 drop forge shells, value 
at $4,000,000, wanted by the British gov- 
ernment, the firm promptly declined, baa 
lug its action on humanitarian reason! 
The president and general manager a 
the company explained: "Our company ra 
fused to consider this contract becaua 
we do not think warring nations shout 
be encouraged. As long as they are abi 
to purchase supplies of this nature th 
war will continue. I wish to state we ar 
not opposed to England and her alllei 
nor to Germany and her allies. We don' 
desire to make money from Instrument 
that are used to slaughter people, an 
we think other companies might do we 
to consider the matter In the same light. 
That kind of stand and talk In the fac 
of a fgt contract to make money is wort 
more than many Chautauqua lectures an 
futile resolutions of peace societies. 

A WEARY LOT 18 THINE 
By Sir Walter Scott. 
A weary lot Is thine, fair maid, 

A weary lot Is thine! 
To pull the thorn thy brow to braid, 

And presa the rue for wine. 
A lightsome eye, a soldier’s mien, 

A feather of the blue, * 

A doublet of the Lincoln gre i— : 
No more of me you knew 

My lore! 
No more of pie you knew. f 
"This mom Is merry June, I trow 

The rose la budding fain; 
But aho shall bloom In winter enow 

Bra we two meet again.” 
He turn'd his charger ae he1 .w*. 

Upon the river shore, 
He gave the bridle-reins a shs 

Said. "Adieu for aver mow, 
1 My leva! «>, 
And adieu fer evermore.” 


