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FIVE ADDITIONAL BODIES ARE 
BROUGHT FROM RUINS OF STORES 

w 

Brings Total of Dead In the 
Disaster of Wednesday Up 
to Eight — Several More 
Believed to be in the Debris 

NOON TODAY BEFORE 
WORK IS COMPLETED 

Rescuers Pushing to Limit of Endur- 
ance—Big Crowd Watches Search 
of Ruins—Miss Johnson's Body First 
to be Found Yesterday—Mrs. Martin 
and Mrs. Harrington Located Soon 
After. 

DEAD 
Alex McLeod, 530 Princeton avenue. West End, manager Hann Shoe Co. 
J. H. Whitlock of Atlanta, traveling auditor of the Atlantic and Pacific 

Tea company. 
Miss Mattie Lou Dedman. 8481 Walker avenue, East Lake. 
George W. Darnell, 4729 First aveuue, north. 
Miss Melina Ebinger, cashier Hann Shoe company, 

j Miss Ruth Johnson, 1306 First avenue, West End. 
Mrs. M. T. Martin, 3709 Avenue A. 
Mrs. J. H- Harrington, 3710 Avenne D. 

INJURED l 
James K. Shook, resting easy at Talley's infirmary; will recover. 
Miss Nellie Devine, In highly nervous condition; spent restless night at 

home, 340 north Fifty-second street. 
Miss Marie Dedman, resting fairly well at Hillman hospital; will probably 

recover. 
Others injured were only slightly hurt. 

MISSING 
Irving Milbrant, Woodlawn. , 

Unidentified lady, supposed to have been with Mrs. Martin and Mrs. 
Harrington. 

John Lewis, negro porter for Hann Shoe company. 

! WATCHING WORK OF RECOVERING BODIES 

<£m.j \ * * 

Up to a late hour last night five additional bodies had been 
taken from the ruins of the Hann Shoe company and Atlantic 
and Pacific Tea company buildings, which were completely 
destroyed Wednesday afternoon at 5:21 o’clock when the east 

wall of the burned Steele-Smith building collapsed. Those re- 

covered were: Miss Ruth Johnson, Mrs. M. T. Martin, Mrs. J. 
H. Harrington, George W. Darnell, Miss Melina Ebinger. This 

brings the total toll of death to eight. 
The work of rescue is being pushed to the utmost. Large 

gangs of men have been laboring unceasingly since the disaster 

happened. It is almost a foregone conclusion that there are 

still more bodies in the ruins. As far as can be ascertained, all 
of those supposed to have been in the tea store have been ac- 

counted for. Persistent rumors are afloat that there are many 
more in the Hann building. 

Practically all the debris in the Atlantic and Pacific store has been removed. 

About half of the wreckage in the Hann building has been cleaned up. It is 

estimated that It will be today at noon before all the debris in this building 
can be thrown out. 

VIEW OF DISASTER 
Picture of Hann shoe store and Atlantic and Pacific tea store, 1917 and 1919 Second avenue, taken 

from First National Bank building by H. fl. Baird, Age-Herald staff photographer, iust before the body of (Jeorge W. Darnell was placed In the waiting aj.lhulame. 

IN MIDST OF LIFE 
WE ARE IN DEATH, 

WARNINGSPOKEN 
BY MASTER 

But a Single Blood-Chilling 
Shriek Told of the Pas- 
sing of a Life Under the 
Tumbling Bricks 

TWO HUSBANDS AND 
A FATHER PATIENTLY 
KEEP VIGIL OF NIGHT 

With the Coming of Day 
Birmingham Forgot and 
the Tragedy Became Only 
an Incident 

PROBE OF DISASTER 
BEGINS TOMORROW 
BEFORE COMMISSION 

Subpoenas Being Prepared For Wit- 
nesses—Architect Wheelock Declines 
to Talk—Agents For Mrs. Hudg- 
ins Say They Trusted Matthews 
and Wheelock When They Said the 
Wall Was Safe. 

PROBE STARTS TOMORROW 

Tlie following statement was Issued last night by George Ward: 
“Investigation Into the causes of the disaster Wednesday will he begun 

by the commission Saturday morning at 9:30. 
“Summons are being prepared now for those directly concerned, but in its 

efforts to get to the bottom of all the circumstances, the commission will be 
glad to hear from anyone having any direct testimony or other information 
to offer. An invitation is extended to these to he present and to testify. 

The commission will use every effort to find the cause, responsibility 
or hlume for the accident, if there is any." 

“Saturday morning, as soon as the rescue work is completed 
and while the events of the disaster are still fresh in the minds 
of witnesses, the city commission will begin an official probe 
in an effort to fix the responsibility,” yesterday stated George 
Ward, James Weatherly and A. 0. Lane. 

“The investigation will be public and we do not anticipate 
any trouble in summoning witnesses or taking testimony,” ad- 
ded the commissioners. 

Morbid crowds continue to surround 

the block in which the disaster oc- 

curred. Each time a stretcher is 

brought into the building a low moan 

surged through the restless crowd. 

MISS JOHNSON’S BODY 
FIRST BROUGHT OUT 

The first body to be discovered after 

12:16 Thursday morning was that of Miss 

| Ruth Johnson, who was found at S:15 

o'clock yesterday morning. The body was 

burned to a crisp, identification being 
made through the discovery of a neck- 

: lace about her charred neck. At first 
her hat was found, then remnants of 
the unfortunate girl's clothes. R^v John- 

son, an uncle, was working with the res- 

cuers when these discoveries were made. 

The searchers struggled frantically to 

extricate the body. Soon the burned and 
blackened face of the victim was un- 

earthed. The sight whs too much for the 
uncle of the girl. He reeled backward 
and sank to the ground in utter col- 
lapse. 

TJie body whs found In a kneeling pos- 

j ture, the hands raised as if she had fold- 
ed them for the last time in supplication 
to her Maker. Men wept as the body 
was carefully laid upon a stretcher and 
removed from the scene. 

About 12 o'clock the body of George W. 
Darnell was found. He had been crushed 
to pleaea by falling timbers and was 

hardly recognizable. His widow had kept 

j up a weary vigil throughout the night In 
a building nearby. Each moment she 

I hoped against hope that her loved one 

might be brought out alive. When told 
the sad news she was too grieved for 
utterance. The next victim was recov- 

! ered Just a few moments after the body 
of Mr. Darnell was found. It proved to 
be the body of Miss Melina Ebinger. 
The body was frightfully mutilated and 
it was with much difficulty that her 
father, the Rev. S. A. Ebinger, identified 
her. 

From 6:21 Wednesday afternoon until 
1:16 yesterday afternoon two sad and 
Weary men sat in a secluded spot away 

j from the curious crowd, Just across the 
street from the Hann Shoe company 
building and watched with aching hearts 
and drooping spirits for the rescuers to 
find the bodies of their wives. These men 

were M. T. Martin and J. B. Harrington. 
They had married sisters and were broth- 

f; ers-ln-law. As the bodies of the sisters 
were carried out on stretchers both broke 
flown. 
SMILINGLY WAVED 

ETERNAL FAREWELL 
"My God! I knew they were In there," 

■M4 Mr. Martin. "At 6:16 I laft them both 
MKMM't comer and saw them make 

their way happily across the street and 
into the shoe store. They turned as 

they got half way down the block and 
waved a smiling good-by to me. Little did 
I dream that it was an eternal farewell.’* 

“All that l loved is gone forever," said 
Mr. Harrington, as he bit his lip in an ef- 
fort to control his feelings and turned 
away, his arm around his brother-in-law. 
Just as dawn broke through a clear and 

beautiful sky, a hat bearing the initials 
of J. E. R. was found. In a minute an- 

other hat discovered, but it was not 
a man's. The hat was of black straw, 
with a bunch of artificial cherries af- 
fixed to it; it was crushed and battered 
out of all shape. The men worked with 
renewed vigor. Soon a pocketbook of a 

man was found. Chief Middleton opened 
It and found seven $1 bills and cents 
in change within its folds: a key was 
also in the purse. It Is hoped this key 
will furnish a clewr to the owner. About 

o’clock the coat of George Darnell was 
found, then his body. 
COAT OF MILBRANT 

FOUND IN DEBRIS 
About an hour after the body of 

Darnell was found, the workers came 
across another coat. It was buriod 
deep beneath the wreckage. Papers 
found within the pockets proved that 
it belonged to Irving Milbrant. a young 
man employed by Hann Shoe company, 
and who up until a late hour last night 
was still reported missing. The sister 
of Milbrant, a beautiful young lady, 
with tear-stained face and trembling 
voice, paced up and down_Jn front of 
the building all of Wednesday night 
and yesterday. Occasionally she fal- 
tered in Jier step, then with grim de- 
termination written upon her coun- 
tenance, she straightened up and 
walked on, her eyes always glued upon 
the spot where she knew her brothcr 
had worked. 

J. A. Johnson, the father of Mirs 
Ruth Johnson, whose body was found 

(Contlaued «■ Page Twelve) 

By HUGH W. HOBKHTS 

The wall of the old Steele-Smltli struc- 

ture, tumbling In a mass of flying brick, 

crashed upon the roof of adjoining stpres. 
Like low, rumbling thunder came the 

echo. Dust, black, blinding, suffocating, 

rose like a dismal, woe-begone pall. From 

the debris there came one piercing, hope- 

less, blood-cliilling scream. And then all 

was as silent as the tomb. 

As to whether or not a bolt of lightning 
so pulck in its flight that the eye could 

not perceive touched the blackened brick, 
of whether the old pile, tired of constant 

standing, tumbled of its own accord, one 

does not know. But the throng which 

hurrying along Second avenue, was ar- 

rested and heart-stilled by the terrifying 
crash, knew that death had come and 

wrought its vengeance. Following the 

fall of the wall and the one piercing cry 

which marked the extinction of a life, per- 

haps, the crowd of spectators stood silent, 
as one or 100 always stand in the presence 
of the dead. And then that crowd, re- 

turned in a trice from the infinite field of 

speculation, cried Itself, some in tears, 
some in exclafnatlon of surprise, terror, 
pity, some with the oaths which drive one 

blood-lusting Into the death zone of a 

battle. 
The wind came whistling around the cor- 

ners. Overhead the sky was cloud-beset. 
A few drops of rain sprinkled down. Out 
of the dust which floated from the Impro- 
vised sarcophagus there ticked with the 
hissing sound of a serpent a tiny tOi.gue 
of flame, so small but so potent, so 'u- 
flnlteaiir.al but so significant and om- 
inous of further terror! 

But even as the spectators, dazed, 
<Ceatlaec4 en Pace Twelve) 

Harry Wheelock. architect, who with 

Building Inspector W. O. Matthews ex- 

amined the old Steele-Smlth walls, yes- 

terday afternoon refused to make any 

statement or answer any questions. 
In reply to all questions asked him 

In regard to the'matter he would only 

reply: "I have no statement to make." 
As published In yesterday morning’s 

Age-Herald, Mr. Matthews admits he 
considered the walls safe, but denies 
that he was responsible for the wreck. 

The controversy In regard to wheth- 
er or not the walls were blown over 

by wind or struck by lightning and 
cracked apart Is still waging. Plenty 
of witnesses can be found who will 
stake their word of honor on either 

side. 

Statement From Mrs. Hudgings 
A statement was Issued yesterday by 

the W. B. Leedy Real Estate and In- 
surance company on behalf of Mrs. L. 
P. Hudgins, who owns the old Steelc- 
Smlth building, and also A. W. B. John- 
son, president of the Steele-Sinlth 
company, as follows: 

“We are checked beyond exyres- 

I 

aion over the ureal catastrophe. 
However, every precaution nan 

token In mnklng the bulldluu ante 
after the fire. The debrla and all 
unaafe portlona of the walla were 
removed by a competent contract, 
or, under the aupervlalon of a 
competent architect and all waa 
done that the nrrblteet and city 
bolldlnu Inapretor auld waa nrc- 

raaary, and the building waa pro- 
nouneed perfectly aafe by them, 
and we, aa we had a right to do, 
relied upon the atatementa of theae 
expert*.*' 

Controversy Is Raging 
George MeCloory of the Kress com- 

pany, directly across the street, state* 
that he is positive In his own mind 
there was no bolt of lightning struck 
the building. Dr. Charles V.- Mao- 
b'rudor reports that his negro office 
maid*was directly acrofcs the street 
when the wall.fell and saw the light- 
ning strike. 

s 
William Odum of Odum ft Bowers 

Btated he talked to E. J. Ixivell. who 
was standing In the doorway of the 
Odum ft Bowers store and looktng dl- 
tectly at the Steele-Smlth wall whan 

(Cwttnrt «• Pag* Twelve) 

TODAY’S AGE-HERALD 
1— Five more bodies taken from ruins. 

Probe of disaster begins today. 
Witness describes operations of the 

French. 
Shipping between Holland and Eng- 

land stopped. 
2— Colonel Roosevelt cross-examined 
3— Investments prove upward trend of 

times. 
4— Editorial comment. 
5— Doctors to decide whether fight goes 

before colons. 
Masonic reunion closes today. 
Hogan’s statement to medical associa- 

tion. 
Duffle Gray drowned at Holt. 

6— Society. 
"—Ceremonial of Shrine tonight. 
8— Sports. 
9— Politicians are In the lobbies. 

U—Markets. I 
U-M. E. educational board gives money 

to school*. 
... 

-V '>Ji ri 

I-i 
OPERATIONS OF IDE 

All of Ailly W'oods Now in 
Hands of the French 
Following' Sanguinary 
Conflict 

ARTILLERY FIRE IS 
LARGE FACTOR USED 
TO DISLODGE ARMY 

Jr i 

7 
Germans Had Constructed 

Barrier* of Barbed Wire! 
Whjifff M ere Almost Im- j 
penetrable 

Paris. April 22.—<6:48 p. in.)—An .ffL-lal 
eyewitness. describing operations h\ 

which the French are menacing German 
position a in the wedge of St. Mlhiel. say*; 

"All the Ailly woods, which constituted 
a strong and well fortified support for th 

Germans, now is entirely In French 
bauds, conquered for the most part by 
troops from the center of France, after 

several days nf systematic preparations 
by a heavy artillery lire. 

"At certain points the Germans bad con- 

structed on the front of moats 12 yards 
wide spiked barriers extending about six 
feet above the level of the earth, sur- 
rounded by barbed wire entanglements 
which were so intricate as to make then 
impervious to any tools. 

"A concentration of artillery fire opened 
large breaches In this defense, parapets 
wen* sent crashing to the ground and 
dismembered bodies were blown Into the 
air above the clouds of smoke. 1'i.e earth 
was strewn with overturned trees and 
branches. 

Five Mines Exploded 
"After five hours of intense tire, five 

mines, laid under a parapet adjacent to 
the principal fort holding the position, ex- 

ploded, annihilating tIfa* garrison and 
spreading panic In the trenches. 

"An attack with fixed bayonets then he 
gnn In three lines, preceded by a detach- 
ment with hand grenades. Kriglneers fol- 
lowed witli bridges prepared In advance to 
facilitate passage over the network «.f 
trenches. The order lias been given to 
pans over the trenches and take the en- 

emy in the rear. 

"Throe lines of trenches were thus 
cleared of the Germans. Those win 
sought refuge in the underground shelters 
perished from suffocation through die o >1- 
lapse of the entire earthworks. 

Attempt Counter Attack 
"Towurd 3 o’clock on April 5, the * nemy j 

attempted to counter attack, supported 
by a heavy artillery fire, which was neii- i 
trallzed by our batteries, our attack was* 
renewed the following day anti developed I 
into a furious bund to hand struggle with i 

j grenades and cold steel in the narrow j 
linen of trenches. The enemy offered 
.such resistance that the order was given 
to evacuate part of the ground gained. 
This was then bombarded until the enemy 

I retired. We then held the three main line 

j trenches of the Ailly woods. 
"The enemy’s losses were liea^y. W•• 

counted 200 dead on the evening of the 
5th and on the evening of the *»tli wv 
found the dead piled in three rows. 

"During the 7th and Stli we repulsid 
eight counter attacks. The enemy en- 
tered one trench, but was unable to hold 
it. Of the Ailly woods there remained 
nothing but a few backed trunks, and not 
an Inch of ground in it that had not been 
turned up by explosive. In the strange 
chaos. stom*s. corpses ami a debris of 
limbs lay mingled. 

"At 5:30 o’clock on April 8 the enemy 
began an intensive bombardment. In % 
minutes upon this corner of the woods 
over a front nf from 350 to 400 yards deep. 
20,000 shells were fired: they Includ'd ai: 
calibres, from 4 to 8-inch. The entire htH 
disappeared in a cloud of smoke. All 
communications were cut during this time, 
and when the fire ceased many men were 
mentally deranged. They had to be re- 
moved and required several days *or re- 
covery. 

"Again on April 10 the position in Ailly 
woods was subjected to a bombardment. 
Six German companies, besides the gar- 
rison In the fort, were annihilated in these 
engagements." 

PROHIBITION WON’T 
BE FORCED, IS REPORT 

Groat Britain Will Merely Regulate 
Hours of Sale in Interest of In- 

creased Production 

London, April 22.—(8 p. m.)—That 
Great Britain does not intend to have 
recourse <o prohibition in dealing with 1 

the drink question was inferred from 
Premier Asquith’s statement in the 
House of Commons today when he said 
that ne*t Wednesday or Thursday the 
chancellor of the exchequer would 
bring forward proposals for “dealing 
with the limiting of facilities for 
drinking 

The prime minister's remark was 
generally Interpreted as meaning the 
hours during which drink would he ob- 
tainable in the public houses would be 
considerably curtailed throughout l ie 

country and not merely in arcus where 
munitions of war are manufactured. 

KLEIST SUIT BEGUN 
ANEW IN NEW YORK 

Chauffeur Seekn Two Hundred and 
Fifty Thousand Hollars Damage 

From Father-in-Law 

New York, April 22—The second trial j 
ol the $250,000 damage suit brought by ] 
Max Frederick Kleist, a chauffeur, 
against his father-in-law, Edwaid N 

Breitung, capitalist and owner of the 

steamship Dacia, was begun today iu 

federal court. Kleist alleged that the 
affections of his wife, Juliet, were 

alienated by her father, who prevent- 
ed her from living with him. 

The first hearing was declared a mis- 

trial by the presiding judgb after pub- 
lication of an interview with Kleist 

during the trial The court held that 

the publicity given the statement might 
Influence the Jury. 

SHIPPING BETWEEN 
HOLLAND AND GREAT 

FOR THE TIME BEING 
England Announces That 

Ships From Holland ('an- 
no! Enter United Kingdom 
Until Further Notice 

GLOWING ACCOUNTS 
OF BRITISH ARMY 

RAISE ENTHUSIASM 

Kitehener Says Reeruiting 
Is Satisfactory and Grati- 
fying—Munition Output 
Expected to Be Increased 

\iiiMtordniii, \,»r|l 33.— Min London, 
*,ao !»• «»».»—The follow lug official 
MMniienl w nn Innaed Here fodny In 
hchnlf of (he llrltKli government: 

•*\M "hipping lie tween Holland mid 
the I lilted Kingdom In stopped for the 
time being. No ships will leave the 
I nlted Kingdom for llolltind nflej* to- 

day. Ships from Holland will not he 
admitted to the I nlted Kingdom nftcr 
tod ay. 

“It l*i hoped Nliortli to rename lim- 
ited cargo mid pitunefigrr I ruffle, Spc- 
4 l«iI itri*niigcnicn(** linve hern innile for 
the trniiNfer of iiutilM.” 

Activity Increases 
London, April 22. U*:lf» p. in.) ('.lowing * 

accounts of the strength and condition of 
(lie British urm> and of the gront Increase 
in die output of munitions, which, it Is 
expected, next month "ill amount to 25 
times w Mat It was last September, given 
b.. David Llo.vd-tIcorgc, elmncellor of the 
exchequer, and Harold J. Tennant, par- 
liamentary secretary of the war office in 
the House of Commons, have increased 
enthusiasm and confidence of the people 
of ICngland In the war. 

Supplementing the chancellor's state- 
ment that Great llritaln has more than 
36 divisions of troops on the continent, 
and that the output of munitions has In- 
(•tensed enormously. Mr. Tennant today, 
speaking cm behalf of the secretary of 
wav. Lord Kitchener, declared that re- 
cruiting had been most satisfactory and 
gratifying that the health of the troop® 
was splendid and that the wounded were 
In tli« London hospitals 24 hours after 
the*, were stricken in France. Me w isfc.d 
to Impress on the country the necessity 
Inn easing the supplies of artillery utu\ 
munition, adding: “There is no limit tu\ the umOUht required.;j 

The frankness of the cabinet ministers v 
in making known the number of inert at 
t o* front, and the reports that reach Lon- 
don from various sources have convinced 
the people that at least the big effort 
against normally and Turkey is about to 
em inence. Roth in tin Aegeaivjirid North 
seas there are signs of Increasing ac- 
tivity. From today all steamboat com- 
munication with Holland is stopped by 
order of the Hritlsh government. 

Taken In connection with the news 
from Merlin that Hritlsh submarines hn\e 
been in the flight of Helgoland, where 
tin' Herman admiralty lays claim to hav- 
ing sunk one and perhaps more, this is 
believed to foreshadow some movement in 
the North sea while there is no longer 
any endeavor to hide the fact that a 
Mg Anglo-French force is prepared to 
go, as General D'Amende, the French 
commander, has said, “to any point where 
It Is required." 

A Herman report says that part of this 
force, which is under command of Hen- 
oral Sir tap Hamilton, bus been landed 
nl Krms, a Turkish tow u near the Turko- 
Bulgarian border, on the northern side 
of the Gulf of Baron, under tho support 
of the allied fleet. At the same than 
there is news of transports loaded with, 
troops passing (he Island of I aminos, nut 
far from the entrance of the Darda- 
nelles, and of others being sighted off 
.SiTi.vr.na, on the coast of Asia Minor. 

'Fids makes It uncertain where the blow V 
is to be struck There are Anglo-French ’’ 

troops in the Aegean sea. including .Sen- 
egalese, who were transferred from 
Franco, and British “Tommies” from the 
outposts of the empire, which, with the 
disappearance of the last Herman raid era, 
are considered safe from attack. 

lurks iJetouted 
Farther east, in Mesopotamia, the Turk- 

ish army Bout to bai the British ad- 
vance from the head of the Frisian gulf, 
after having suffered mum* casualties, is 
in full retreat, harassed not only by the 
British, but by Arab tribesmen, whom 
they had enlisted on their side, and who, 
now that the Turks have been defeated, 
have turned against them. 

Nearer home, the British are holding 
tenaciously to Hill »*t>, 'near Vines, which 
they captured from the Hermans Sat- 

urday and which the Hermans since have 
been trying to retain* The French are -j 
pressing hard on tin* two sales of the j 
German triangle in the Woevrt. 

The Russians, according to their ac- 

counts. arc repulsing repeated Austrian 
attacks southeast of I.upko pass in the 

Carpathians and are holding their own 
against the Austro-Hei man efforts on 
their Hanks near HorUce. In western Ga- 
licia and Stry. in the eastern part of the 
same province. These atta« ks apparently 
arc being made with the object of hold- 

ing the Russians where they are while 
Germans are preparing to strike at tHe 
Russian lines at some other point, possi- • 

My from the direction of Cracow. 
Although rumors are many and diver- 

gent. no definite news has been received 
of Italy's intentions. While dispatches K 
indicate »hat the tension between Roms 
and Vienna lias slackened, the belief is 

general that before many weeks both 
lt» 1\ and some of the Balkan states 
will assume a more definite attitude. 

EDWARD E. PRATT TO 
CONFER WITH MEN 

IN SOUTHERN CITIES 

Birmingham to Be Visited by Chief 
of Bureau of foreign and 

Domestic Commerce 

Washington, April 22.-*-Dr. lOdwnrd 
F. Pratt, chief of the bureau of for-'.^ 
cisrn and domestic commerce, will con- 

fer with manufacturer* and merchant* 
Interested In foreign trade In Birming- 
ham. New Orleans, Atlanta, Houston 
and Dallas next mouth. Dr. Pratt will 
leave Washington May 15 and visit the 
southern cities on hi* way to the Pa- 
cific coast. 0 

Jl 


