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Witness, this army of sneh mass, and 

charge 

Led by a delicate and tender prince. 
—Hamlet. 

BEGINNING THE HAT—Breath* 
npon me this morning with Thy 

spirit. O l.ord. Cleanse me. cool 

me. quirt me. Let the steady winds 

of Thy presence blow my sin away, 

and my haste. Encompass me round 
shout with Thyself, fold me In, 
mnke me Thine. In HIs nnmr. Amen. 

— H. M. E. 

The Railroads Buying Heavily 

Early in the year the railroads be- 

gan placing*orders for steel rails, and 

a few of them placed contracts for 

such rolling stock and motive power 

as were absolutely needed and the 

purchase of which could not be post- 

poned. But equipment is now being 
ordered on a very large scale. 

The Pennsylvania company’s an- 

nouncement that it is placing orders 

for cars and locomotives and other 

stock involving an expenditure of 

$28,000,000 is cheering to the entire 

business world. It shows that the 

traffic of the road justifies the bet- 

terments and shows further that the 

company has confidence in the imrac- l 

diate future of business. 
What the Pennsylvania is doing in 

the way of adding new equipment to 

its line will be done by other roads. 

Twenty-eight million dollars is a vast 

su*i of money and will pay for a 

great many engines and cars. 

Other roads may wot spend quite 
as much as the Pennsylvania, but 

they will spend millions. The rail- 

roads will buy more equipment this 

year than they have bought in the 

last three or four years. The buying 
movement will soon be in full swing. 
It reflects rapid business recovery 

and every industrial center will feel 

a direct benefit. 
The railroad buying will create a 

demand for pig iron. The iron mar- 

ket is now very active, but prices are 

still low. But it will probably not be 

ten days before Birmingham iron is 

selling above $10. May should wit- 

ness a buoyant $11 or $12 market. 

It looks as if a boom period was very 

near. 

I he Dance Craze 

No fad of recent years in this coun- 

try has been more widespread than 

the dance craze, which now, happily, 
is said to be on the wane. One of 

George Ade's clever “Fables in 

Slang" relates how the son of a rich 

business man pulled the old gentle- 
man out of bankruptcy and restored 

the family fortunes by his ability to 

dance and to teach all the newest 

steps. Previous to that time the son 

had been a woeful disappointment to 

his parents, but the mania for doing 
the 67, more or less, varieties of the 

tango and all the hops, trots and 

glides proved the making of him. 
Mr. Ade's fable was not exagger- 

ated. There are a number of profes- 
sional dancers in the United States 
who have made large fortunes during 
the past few years, simply because 

they were “light on their feet." One 
well known couple, in particular, are 

already so well provided for that they 
need never dance another step. There 
are also hundreds and perhaps thou- 
sands of persons who have made a 

good living by giving dancing lessons, 
who would have doubtless felt the 

pinch of hunger had not this form of 
dementia assailed old and young alike 
with such force that from one end 
of the country to the other he who 
could not dance according to the 
faahion was left to his own devices. 

As fast as one dance was mastered 
another had to be learned, and this 

put more money into the pockets of 

the crafty teachers. It was not 

enough to dance a large part of the 

right. There must be afternoons de- 
voted to it and even mornings, al- 

though the morning dance required 
comparatively early rising on the 

part of its devotees, which was irk- 

some. 

Now we are reliably informed, by 
the professional dancers themselves, 

! that the craze is on the wane. While 

dancing itself is a healthful and en- 

joyable exercise, it has been over- 

done. It is a pleasant relaxation, but 
not the chief aim of existence. Of 

course there will be some new fad 

treading on the heels of the departing 
one, but many will hope that we shall 
have a long rest from the reign of a 

half-mad Terpsichore. 

Investigation Begins Today 
The city commission will begin an 

investigation this morning regarding 
the Second avenue horror of Wednes- 

day with a view of fixing the blame. 

It will be a public investigation and 

any one who desires to appear as a 

witness or who may have opinions to 

express in the way of censure will be 
at liberty to do so. The commission 
invites the fullest and freest expres- 
sion on the part of the public. 

In the excitement incident to such 
a disaster as that in which a number 
of lives were lost by a high wall of a 

burned structure falling on adjoin- 
ing buildings many harsh comments 

are made. High walls of burned 

buildings should never be allowed to 

stand, no matter whether they seem 

secure or not. The city should lose 
no time in adopting an ordinance to 

that effect. In the meanwhile the 

public should withhold its judgment as 

to the blame for this catastrophe until 
the investigation is completed. 

Let everyone who wishes to be heard 

go to the city hall and talk out freely. 
What the public demands is a thor- 

ough investigation and that is what 
the commission is prepared to con- 

duct, regardless of consequences. 

Politics in Japan 
The general election recently held 

in Japan had many features resem- 

bling those of an election in this 

country. It was quite apparent that 

the Japs had studied western methods 

and profited by them. Buying votes 

was practiced on a rather extensive 

scale, although government agents 
were busy throughout the country 
trying to prevent the corruption of 

the ballot box. 

Comparatively a small part of the j 
total Japanese population is qualified 
to vote. Out of nearly 60,000,000 
people the voters number only about I 
1,500,000. For the first time in the 

history of modern Japan the premier 
and the members of his cabinet took 

an active part in the campaign. They 
went on the stump in all parts of 

the country and their efforts were 

chiefly responsible for the govern- 

ment’s victory. They traveled in spe- 

cial trains and made rear-platform 
talks to the voters, at times speaking 
out of windows. Hundreds of thou- 

sands of circulars, letters and post 
cards w’ere sent out. Count Okuma, 
the premier, sent many personal tele- 

grams asking voters directly for 

their support. 
Party politics are only beginning to 

make headway in Japan. There are 

no regularly organized parties now. 

Elections revolve around certain 

persons. There are three or four so- 

called parties in the country, but none 

of them adhere to any fixed theories 
of government. The premier and his 
cabinet are responsible only to the 
throne and even if defeated in the 

diet, do not have to resign. The gov- 
ernment is organized by the genro, or 

elder statesmen, the participation of 
the throne being nominal. 

According to J. R. Bray, an artist, 
whose sketches appear frequently in mov- 

ing pictures, drawing "animated car- 

toons." is most difficult work. “An ex- 

traordinary imagination is essential," he 

says, as is also a perfect knowledge of 

| the science of motion. Problems come to 

an artist in this work that never arise 
in ordinary art. For instance, one of the 
hardest things in the world to handle in 

animated drawings is perspective. I think 

| f am correct in saying that not one artist 

| in 1000 can put motion in drawings." Mr. 

| Pray sketches from 4000 to fiOOO drawings 
for one of his subjects that covers 1000 

! feet of film. Windsor McCay drew 10,000 
sketches for the one-reel “Dinosaurus” 

motion picture. The drawings are photo- 
graphed in rotation until all have been 
transferred to the film. This work us- 

ually takes about a week, after which (he 

picture is carefully inspected and changes 
mj.de wherever necessary to get better re- 

sults. Hy Mayer and Windsor McCay are 

two of the most widely known artists 
who do “animated cartoons," but this 
form of motion picture entertainment en- 

joys great popularity and a number of 

artists have entered this difficult field. 

The English House of Commons declined 
to tako action on an ordinance abolishing 
alcoholic drinks from the house during 
the continuance of the war. Since it was 

shown that the sales of alcoholic liquors 
in the house smoking room for two days 
amounted to less than $1 the agitation 
seems to have been a case of much ado 

about nothing. 

A cynic says that his idea of the zero of 

enjoyment is to hear a near poet read 

from his own works. Still, it s rather 
tiresome, for a man who doesn’t play golf 
to listen to the conversation of two golf 
fiends. 

After Secretary Bryan commented in a 

caustic manner on Peary's "expansion’’ 
speech, the dauntless explorer had nothing 
more to say. Even a north pole hero 
sometimes knows when he is squelched. 

Persons who evidently have inside infor- 
mation predict an early increase in the 

consumption of Ice cream. 

# ... 

Two anarchists who put a bomb in St. 
Patrick's cathedral. New York, have been 
pent to Sing Sing, where under the new 

regime they will enjoy more comforts than 

usually fall to the lot of anarchists. 

Admiral Beatty denies that officers and 
crew of the Prinz Eitel Friedrich have es- 

caped to Europe. It is understood that 
they may circulate to a certain extent 
in this country, but nowhere else. 

A woman seeking more alimony says 
her car is worn out, and she can neither 
sell it nor use it, while her former hus- 
band gets a new car every year or two. A 

plea to melt the hardest heart. 

A Belgian actress lecturing in this coun- 

try says that the Germans are not alto- 

gether in the wrong. Of course not. There 
is bound to be some right on everybody’s 
side. 

Judging from reports of correspondents, 
the dry” wave In England seems to be 
making more headway in the newspapers 
than among the common “peepul.” 

John Arthur Johnson has sailed for 

Spain, the United States, and particularly 
Chicago, having failed to extend a cor- 

dial invitation for him to return. 

The pick and shovel have played such 
an important part in the European war 

that these useful implements may yet ap- 
pear on an escutcheon. 

The Daughters of the American Revolu- 
tion should try not to hiss during their 
conventions. The sound is suggestive of 
a certain barnyard fowl. 

Tammany Hall will be moved to larger 
and more centrally located quarters, which 
is another indication that Tammany is 
not moribund. 

Jess Willard’s visit to Boston seems to 
have been something of a “frost.” Mr. 
Willard, of course, had no "message” to 
deliver. 

Colonel Roosevelt's letter hammering the 
women's peace movement seems to have 
been made public at the psychological 
moment. 

King Albert has received so much praise 
it is rather startling to be told by a Bel- 
gian that the King betrayed his country. 

A great many trenches are being dug 
in Europe just now that will not be need- 
ed for irrigation purposes. 

Green grass is welcomed by the hobo 
who doesn't get a comfortable, strictly 
sanitary nap all winter. 

Some people manage to attract attention 
by being first in their community to put 
on straw hats. 

—-—— «»♦—- 

A head waiter says business men are 

returning to the J2 lunch. Tell It to the 
cafeterias! 

Oscar Straus says Europe needs a "hero 
of peace.” He Isn't In sight yet. 
--•««-■ 

ALABAMA PRESS 

Selma Times: We presume everybody 
and everything has b^TT investigated for 
we have failed to note any large amount 
of activity in the direction of our recess 
committees lately. 

Dothan Eagle: The Nashville Tennes- 
sean defines a calorie as "the amount of 
heat required to raise the temperature 
of one gram of water one degree entl- 
grade.” You never can tell the meaning 
of a werd by its looks; this one always 
looked to us like it meant a young hook- 
worm. 

Albertville Banner: The continued dry 
weather has enabled the farmers to get 
ahead with their work and have time to 
go Ashing. 

Dsdsden Evening Journal: if the state 
Jai! Inspector Is successful in his Aght in 
the medical association, some physicians 
will be feeling their oats. 

Anniston Evening .Star: With the wom- 
en wanting to vote, what'd you rather 
be than an umpire of the school hoard 
Aght? 

Decaturs Daily: Press dispatches state 
that the French are using a bomb that 
when exploded causes the Germans to 
vomit. This is a rather drastic attempt, 
evidently, to make {he lvalner throw up 
the sponge. 

Huntsville Mercury-Banner: The Gads- 
den Chamber of Commerce is working up 
a stock subscription fund to build a $10,- 
000 cotton warehouse. It might be a 

good idea to add a grainary also, if the 
farmer is to raise grain he must have 
a storage plant or a ready market. 

Colbert County Reporter: In speaking 
a good word for the newspapers, Billy 
Sunday Isn't above praising the bridge 
that has helped him put across. 

MKE M'LUKE SAYS 
From the Cincinnati Enquirer. 

You are in the same fix as a big league 
player. What you batted in 1909 isn’t 
going to hold your job for you in 1915. 

A man is as old as he feels when he 
wakes up in the morning. A woman is 
as olh as she looks when she wakes up 
in the morning. 

Thcor are all sorts of neighbors in the 
world, including the woman who gets 
mad because the little squalling brat next 
door cries and disturbs Fido when he is 
taking his beauty nap in the afternoon. 

The. reason why everybody talks at once 
at a gathering of women is because that 
is the only way to get a word in edge- 
wise. 

There was a time when the girls were 
so bashful that they waited for a man 
to propose to them. But nowadays a man 
has a choice between being led to the 
altar or of filing a protest and bucking up 
against a breach of promise suit. 

The old-fashioned man who was born 
with a silver spoon In his mouth now 

has a son who was born with a corkscrew 
in his hand. 

It takes a w'hole lot of crumbs of com- 

fort to make a square meal. 

Economy is a good trait. But no mar- 
ried man should pick up the hairpins he 
finds on the street and put them in hi* 
pocket 

Any old time a man marries for money 
h-s is certain to discover that his wife it 
too rich to agree with him. 

Som° men haven’t any homes. And othe: 
men are married to suffragettes. 

If a man went downtown with his head 
dolled up In a three-cornered dingus wit! 
turrets and curleycues and a cat’s tai 
and a chicken head pinned on one side 
and a young whisk broom and a bund 
of spring onions on the other side anr 
two strips of red flannel hanging dowr 
in the rear, he would be arrested and 
stemmed in the booby hatch. But a wom- 
an can do it and get away with it. 

Every now’/and then you will meet a 

1 mar who iyso worried over the money 
• mark©. thvY he can t dig up any’ market 

money. J 

( 

| IN HOTEL LOBBIES 
— 

New Pipe Works Prospering 
“As an index of improved conditions, I 

am glad to say that the National Cast 
Iron Pipe company plant located at Tar- 
rant City, had a prosperous month of it 
in March, and indications of even a bet- 
ter showing for April,” said Dr. Felix 
Tarrant, who has a large interest in this 
new enterprise. 

*‘\Ve have had a handicap along w’ith 
other industrial enterprises, but today 
the sun of prosperity’ is casting its rays 
over our plant. We are now employing 
some 130 men; as soon as we can put in 
our third pit we will materially increase 
our force. It w’ill require 60 days to do 
this. 

"TarrarJk Ckty will feel the good effects 
of the success of the pipe works, and 
from now on we expect to see our indus- 
trial community grow steadily into an im- 

portant center of profitable labor, and 

happy, prosperous, contented liome-own- 
crs." 

On the fBIevatorn 
”Tn the south it is a custom for gen- 

tlemen to take off their hats in an 

elevator when there is a lady thereon; 
and the best mark of a plebeian is the 
man who fails to do so,” remarked a 

well known southerner. 
"I spent several years In New York 

city,” he added, “and could so easily 
distinguish a. southerner from a north- 
erner by this distinguished considera- 
tion for womanhood. 

“I very much fear that some of our 

Birmingham men are descending to the 
low ebb of nonobservance of respect to 
the fair sex.” 

« nftie ana the 'rick 
"In the year 1910 Alabama lost 131,435 cat- 

tle cattle, valued at $1,798,706, and Jeffer- 
son county lost 3216 cattle, valued at $61,- 
972, according to the bureau of statistics 
of the United States department of ag- 
riculture. Added to this is the loss from 
scrub cattle," remarked Hamlin L. Brown, 
dairy and live stock demonstration agent. 

"The cattle tick prevents the Importa- 
tion of pure bred cattle from other states 
except as calves. Pure bred calves that 
have been inoculated for Texas fever 
caused by the cattle tick are made sick 
and often die as a result. Where recovery 
is possible the animal never fully devel- 
ops, but remains stunted. 

"The cattle tick sucks the blood from 
the dairy cow, which requires extra feed 
to maintain this loss. Constant biting an- 
noys the dairy cow, making her nervbns 
and prevents more than one-half of the 
normal secretion of milk. This nervous 

excitement of the cow caused by the ticks 
keeps her poor. 

"A poor cow thfffhas had her nervous 

vitality destroyed by ticks easily contracts 
tuberculosis or other contagious diseases 
Hollow tail, hollow horn, and bloody mur- 

rain are not diseases of the cow, but )9 

an advanced stage of a complete nervous 

breakdown of the cow found only in poor 
cows. 

"Alabama* has a greater demand for 
beef cattle than can be supplied by Ala- 
bama stock growers. Cattle without tickn 
in Alabama can be grown for one-third 
less than in states farther north that sup- 
ply Alabama with beef. 

"The cattle tick can be destroyed by dip- 
ping. The cattle tick has been destroyed 
in the stale of Tennessee and in three 
counties of northern Alabama—Eatider- 
dale. Madison and Jackson counties—by 
dipping. 

"Thirty vats were built in Jefferson 
county in 1914 w’ith material supplied bv 
the county. This work was under the su- 

pervision of the bureau of animal indue 
try of the United States department of 

agriculture." 

Everybody I.IIccm Barbecue 

"The handsome rlining room for the 

serving of barbecued meats and delica- 
tessen of R. S. Matthews is fully up to his 
premises to the public," said a man who 
has tasted of the good things of life 
without a tang. 

"The walls are panneled with imported 
tapestries and the whole tbne and the 

lighting of the place are inviting. The 
counter service does not encroach upon 
the tables, an objection to many lunch 

places. But the barbecue oven, in white 

tile, brick, with buff trimmings and shin- 
ing copper lids, is a thing of beauty that 

every housekeeper would be delighted to 

behold for its completeness and neatness. 

Every detail shows a completeness of es- 

sentials in modern catering-cooking, and 

for ‘short order’ business. 

"Barbecuing requires many hours of 

heat; the modern barbecue oven, with 

gas-heated grills, is the very nearest ap- 

pioach possible to the old style pit and 

hickory coals. With the very choicest 
meats, done with special basting sauces, 
and served with a special brewr of bar- 

becue sauce (the Matthews way), the 
juciest results are obtained. I know the 

lrcies, for whom special arrangements 
have been made, will be delighted with the 

place 

Syrian* In Sympathy With the Allle*. 

"AYe are naturally in sympathy with 

the allies." said the Rev. Father Hel- 

lama, the well known Syrian priest, 
stationed in Birmingham. 

"The Turks have cruelly persecuted 
our clergy In Syria, and notwithstand- 

ing the pope's protest to the Turkish 
government the persecution continues. 

An Associated Press dispatch dated 
Amsterdam. April 5, stated that Father 

Yuself Elhntt had been sentenced to 

he hanged for sending a letter to the 

French Chamber of Deputies regarding 
the condition in Lebanon. The priest 
was a personal friend of mine and [ 

have since learned that he suffered 
death according to the sentence. Of 
course, 1 am greatly distressed." 

Iron flaying on Large Scale 

The iron market is very active and it 

is believed that higher prices will soon 

be quoted. The Matthew Addy company's 
Cincinnati report says: 

"Substantial progress has been made 
in the iron market this week. All the de- 

velopments have been on the promising 
side. Buying has been on a large scale. 
The placing of orders has been of the 
right kind, not one or two big blocks 

here and there, but general orders for 

all kinds of iron—everything scattered 

All of the furnaces have had a fair 

chance It Is true that as yet there has 

not been buying enough to warrant an 

advance in prices. That Is unfortunate, 
but there is no hope of better prices 
until the surplus stocks of iron have 
been reduced—and the statistics are 

now beginning to swing the right way. 
For the first time in months open or- 
ders show an increase, and stocks on 

hand a decrease. 

"Apparently there is nothing specula- 
tive about the present movement In 

iron. We have asked a great many melt- 
ers in regard to this, and they ail 

agree that they have more work and 
that they are buying not against their 

hopes, but against their actual needs. 

One of the largerst consumers of mer- 

rhant iron in the middle west told us 

that his business tor 60 days had been 

steadily on the up-grade, and that trade 
was better than most manufacturers 
were willing to admit. We have not 
found any buying simply because iron 
is cheap. 

"There can be no doubt of one fact, 
and that is that iron will be no worse. 

We are definitely at the bottom. As to 
when the advancing movement will be- 
gin no one can say, but the next turn 
will be upwards. That is settled." 

WAR ECHOES 

Louisville Herald: There is no one who 
does this kind of thing better than Presi- 

dent Wilson. There is no one whose com- 

mand of the niceties of the language, 
whose dexterity in handling a delicate 
situation, whose ability to convey a sense 

of dignity with a suggestion of discretion, 
are more worthy of approval. 

It was time that he should say the 
things that he did say, nor could a place 
or a setting have been found more fitting 
and significant. The Associated Press rep- 
resents, reflect® and reports a vast con- 

stituency. It speaks to all people. It has 
a hand in shaping the minds of two hemis- 
pheres. In days like these, and under 
conditions such as exist, its responsibili- 
ties are enormous and various, and it lives 
up to them. 

Recalling that we are the only great 
nation not engaged in the burly burly of 
war and that some day the warring peo- 
ples may turn to us for a cooler assess- 
ment of their troubles, the President 
warns us, first of all, not to sit in judg- 
ment We are to remember rather the 
duty laid on those who may be called 
upon to mediate. We must think of Amer- 
ica first, that, at the right time Rnd In 
the right way, we may be fit to think of 
Europe 

Consider— 
"We are the mediating nation of the 

world I do not mean that we under- 
take to mind our own business and to 
mediate where other people are quarrel- 
ing. I mean the word in a broader sense. 
We are compounded of the nations of the 
world. We mediate their blood, we med- 
iate their tradition, we mediate their senti- 
ments, their tastes, their passions; we are 

ourselves compounded of those things. We 
are, therefore, able to understand all na- 

tions; we are able to understand them in 
the compound, not separately, as parti- 
sans, but unitedly as knowing and com- 

prehending and embodying them all. It 
is in that sense that I mean that Amer- 
ica is a mediating nation. The opinion 
of America, the action of America, is 
ready to turn and free to turn in any di- 
rection ,l 

That is a reflection that whs worth mak- 
ing, ami that is not often made in just 
that way. We have no racial momentum. 
We are not headed in one direction. "We 
are as little hampered by traditions as 

by alliances—thus the President, opening 
up a line of thought as to which there is 
like to be a good deal of discussion and 
more than one opinion. 

And he derives from this peculiarity of 
make-up the possibility of a perfect'neu- 
trality Not that Mr. Wilson Is side-step- 
ping trouble. If a man wants a scrap 
he can get it, if needs and right must. 
And not otherwise, but— 
"I am interested in neutrality because 

there is something so much greater to do 
than fight, because there is a distinction 
waiting for this nation, that no nation has 
e\er got. That Is the distinction of ab- 
solute self-control and self-mastery."' 

Fine thoughts finely worded. Will they 
have an echo? 

Louisville Herald: Where is Sir Edward 
Grey? It was officially announced that 
he was overworked and needed a holiday. 
And then he went on Ills holiday. "Where 
did he go? The earth opened up and swal- 
lowed hjm. And ever since the eaith has 
been burdened with strange rumors in 
which he had no part and yet behind 
which he may very well have stood. For 
they are peace rumors, accommodation 
rumors, get-to-gether and give-and-tak^ 
rumors. 

It Is true, of course, that Sir Edward, 
repeatedly ifnd emphatically, has discred- 
ited and denied every such rumor. It is 
true that, more than any member of the 
British cabinet, he has come out, flat- 
footed as we say on this side, for the rigor 
of the game, for its penalties and for its 
honors. Others might go half way toward 
a mutual understanding. Others might 
take steps In the direction of a compro- 
mise. Not'EIr Edward. No half loaf for 
him. 

And yet his disappearance Is coincident, 
as we have said, with the recrudescence 
of more pacific trial balloons than a man 
can throw a stick at. Whence do they 
deilve? What do they moan? Or, have 
they any meaning at all beyond the hope 
and the desire of those who father them? 

In the very center of all the peace talk 
stands today, as befo^ Austria-Hungary. 
Since any settlement implies a surrender 
by somebody the combatants, when they 
do not turn to Turkey, look hopefully on 
the dissimilar provinces of the Austria- 
Hungatian empire; they divide them up 
with a really charming unconcern for the 
rights or the aspirations of the Austro- 
Hungarians. Transylvania and the Buko- 
w’ina to Roumania, which has done noth- 
ing hut sulk, In exchange for which she 
returns to Bulgaria certain Danublan 
territory. Galicia to Russia, which, adding 
thereto Russian Poland and a slice of East 
Prussia, is expected to erect a Polish 
principality autonomous but under Rus- 
sian protection. To Servia the provinces 
of Bosnia and Herzgovina. To Italy what- 
ever she may want, and her wants gain 
from day to day, appetite, as the French 
proverb has it, growing on what she has 
to feed on. To everybody something. One 
of the queerest angles to all this peace 
talk, hack of which actually there seems 
to be something, Is that, so far, nobody 
has suggested anything that Great Britain 
is to get unless it be the dismantling of 
the German fleet and the possession of 
Get many's colonies In Africa, which Eng- 
land could do very well without and which 
Germany has certainly not done ery well 
with. t 

And yet Sir Edward Grey is on his trav- 
els. Sir Edward Grey, the "mystery man” 
of the Asquith cabinet: one who speaks 
rarely but speaks, as the Russians say, 
full of words. Where Is he? What is he 
doing? And why? 

It is all very well for Britain to insist 
that she will fight until Germany is hum- 
bled and German militarism in the dust 
and lvaiserdom discredited and the Hohen- 
zollerns and the Hapsburg sent south, 
as far south as may be. And then It is 
right to remember that a caustic observer 
earlj in the game spoke of England fight- 
ing until the last Frenchman. The truth 
lies somewhere between the two. 

England has never waged war to the 
death in modern times. Waterloo, over 
which Great Britain has never ceased cel- 
ebrating. was a composite victory of the 
kind typified by the phrase about the last 
French,man. There were Belgians and 
Hanoverians, and a medley of others, be- 
sides the nucleus of'English. But Welling- 
ton was in command and that makes Brit- 
ishers of all of them. 

England is not tired out. Neither is 
Germany. But both are getting weary. 
Pretty soon both will be asking, “What’s 
the use?” And both will remember that 
Mafeklng opened the way to an honor- 
able understanding and that, this side 
of Elysium, no one gets his heart’s de- 
sire, not even Sir Edward Grey. 

ADRIFT WITH THE TIMES I 
NOTHING NEW. 

The critics say the plav is bad. 
But people flock to see. 

The public and the press, egad, 
Quite often disagree. 

THOROUGHLY SOAKED. 
"Did old Skinson let you in on the 

ground floor of his new stock promotion 
scheme?" 

"That's what he did." 

"What happened then?'1 

"The ground floor was flooded wic 
water.” 

NOT FAR WRONG. 

"You know what place is paved with 

good intentions, don't you, Bobby?" asked 

Mrs. Slathers, who wished to enforce a 

moral precept, 

"Yessum,” answered Bobby, an eager 
rtader of war news. "It's the peace pal- 
ace at The Hague." 

A HAS BEEN. 

"Look at that poor old drink-sodden 

wretch.” 

"Evidently he's down and out.” 

"Yet. there was a time when he 
% 

amounted to something in the worid.” 

"You don’t say so!” 

"Why. I've seen him pitch the first ball 

in the opening game of a major league 

baseball season.” 

CAN'T BEAT THE COLONEL. 

Whene'er T. R. 
Begins to fight. 

He makes you think 
He’s in the right. 

A RECIPE FOR BLISS. 

"They seem to be a singularly hoppy 

married couple." 

"Quite so. How do you account for It?" 

"Maybe it's because neither has ar.v 

particularly troublesome ideals that the 

other is expected to live up to.” 

THE COMMONEST WAR PICTURE.^ 
Our idea of a person who doesn't know 

what is going on In Europe is one who 

wouldn't recognize a picture of the bat- 

tered cathedral of Rlieims if it were stuck 

under his nose. 

AMBITIOUS GIRL. I 
“Miss Gabson is sure the young man H 

she is going to marry can support her in I 
the style to which she has been accu*- ^B 

; turned?” 

| “Oh, yes. What she's afraid of is that « 

he won’t be able to do any better than I 
that.” H 

A DIFFERENCE OF OPINION. jig 
'Tie love that makes the world go round, I 

The fond adorer thinks, 
But certain gav old soaks are fourci 

Who’ll tell you ’tis the drinks M 

CAUSE AND EFFECT. 
“The fellow who just went out seems to |§p 

be a rather smooth salesman.” ill 
“I shouldn’t wonder.” HH 
“What was he selling?”. Ell 
"Lubricating oils.” H 

THE LADY BOUNCER. ■ 
It is a common occurrence for belliger- 'mm 

ent persons to invade newspaper editorial 
rooms and threaten to "do up” somebody Wm 

because the publication of an article has H 
offended them. They are usually pacified ^B 
and sent on their way by diplomatic mem- fjf| 
here of the staff. Newspaper men are not IPB 
afraid to fight, but they are too busy to II 
engage in a fisticuff and then take a day II 
off to recuperate. Recently a welter- 

weight pugilist, who enjoys considerable ^B 
fame in fistic circles, walked into thj H 
newspaper office of an Illinois town to jfl 
“start something” with the editor, his jl 
peevishness being the aftermath of a H 
“wet” and “dry” election. The editor's Wm 
wife was present and ordered the pugilist |f§| 
out. When he refused to go she struck IB 
him in the face with a folded newspaper. ljp 
Thereupon the pugilist retired in some die- |jj|j 
order. What the doughty editor was do- flp 
ing at this time is not stated. Battles in JH 
newspaper offices could be prevented by 

having a woman—the smaller the better— BB 
meet all comers. She could give the mem- ^B 
bers of her own sex “Hail Columbia.” ^B 
something no helpless male editor can 

dc, and the worst bully would hesitate to ^B 
strike a woman—unless married to her. H 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••«•••••••••••••••••«* %'ii 

BUSINESS AND CUPID I 
From the Pittsburg Dispatch. 

NEW 
YORK—The chase for the 

elusive dollar by tradesmen in 

this city is just as keen as any 

huntsman gunning for big game. The 
axiom here is “if you want a dollar get 
on its trail and hunt it down." And the 

way business men get on its trail is 

through the newspapers. They pay 
more attention to the society columns, 
especially about that little God of Love, 
Dan Cupid. They figure him as the 

greatest source of profit. Let an en- 

gagement be announced and the chase 

for the dollar is on. As an illustration: 

The’ other day the engagement of a 

young couple was announced. On the 

following day four letters came to the 

girl. The first one was from a big rail- 

road company, teJling her in detail of 

the advantages of the railroad in ques- 
tion for honeymoqping. Another letter 

was from a firm selling trunks. They 
advised her that no honeymoon was 

complete unless she had one of their 
r.ew fangled trunks. Letter nomber 

three was from a photographer, who 
said his specialty was taking pictures 
of brides in their marriage gowns. 

“Years hence,*' said the letter, “you 
will find such a picture one of the most 

cherished mementos of the greatest day 
in your life. Your gowns will have long 
since been worn out, but a picture will 
live forever." The fourth letter was 

from a fashionable modiste, advising 
her that if she wished to be gowned in 
the latest mode she should consult her. 
And still the letters come. A milliner 
described her hats in flowery language, 
a man in Detroit wrote: "If you are go- 
ing to make your bridal trip on the 
bounding waves I have the only guar- 
anteed preventive of mal de mer, com- 

monly known as seasickenss. It costs 
but $1 a bottle." Jewelers, florists, fur- 
niture dealers, department stores, even 

the butcher in the neghborhood. all 
wrote letters to the astonished young 
woman telling of their wares and re- 

questing her patronage. A woman in- 
surance agent wrote telling of the ever 

present danger of accidents in traveling 
and stating that an insurance policy 
was as good as money in the bank. "I 
will be pleased to make out a policy 
for your huBband," said the writer. The 
letters are coming in so fast that tho 
bride-to-be says she never realized bow 
important she was in this community 
until now. .Similar missives have also 
been received by the husband-to-be. 

“FLYPAPER” FOR. MASTODONS 
Will Payne in the Saturday Evening Post.land they are caught like flies on sticky 

THE 
earliest oil explorations on the paper. But the tarry ooze at La Brea 

globe, of which there is any record, Is much thicker than oil. ; 

occurred about eight miles from Back in that pleistocene time there 

the center of Los Angeles, on the right wera evidently many largish pools of as- 

phalt on La Brea. In some of them birds 
hand side of Wilshire boulevard as sou and 0^bei. gman beasts were doubtless 
drive out from the city. You come to a trapped, just as their descendants are to- 

clump of trees surrounding a brownish day. Over other water may have atood, 

and uninviting pool. Beyond It is an an- so that a thirsty camel, horse or bison 

dent whitewashed shed, with a great cheerfully waded out to get a drink and 

many pairs of gloves drying on a line in was mired. 

front of It, On one side stands a frame This would account easily enough for j 
cabin of pioneer type-the old Hancock the presence of the first adventurers in j 
house—ar.d. a few rods beyond that, oil oil Having got in—like so many adven- 

was discovered 1000 centuries or so before tdrers of a later age—they tried in vain 

the more celebrated performance in Penn- to get out. 

svlvania Their plight and the complaints they 

There are now on this venerable oil made over It doubtless attracted adven- 

fleld several pits in which workmen, un- turers of a less innocent sort—for example 

de, the direction of the University of the wolf and the saber-toothed tlger- 

Callfornla are tenderly excavating bones which went In with a pious intention of j 
of prehistoric anlntals. A tarry fluid Pioneers- and we,e *hemselVM 

oozes down the sides of the_ pits The 6 

theory is fairly proved by the quan- 
soil is hard and greasy, being heavllj im- 

of carIlivoroua animals found 
nregnated with oil—hence the gloves worn 

... 1 * In the pits. The asphalt pools must have 
bv the workmen, an extensive washing 

.... oy me ur ■ been great animal traps, because m places 
of which hangs on the line before the shed or which iui.iss the excavaters have found bones in vast 
to which the bones are carried for cleaning 

numbers and varieties, a large propor- 
and sorting. tion of them being remains of flesh eater*. ? 

From the pits have been taken the skele- 
As to when tnegf, fata, olI t.xploratlnna 

ton of an elephant 15 feet high, skeleton ocopned venture,0me persons fix an ap- 
remains of mastodon, camel, horse, bison 

pn xlmate date of 200,000 B. C.; but the 
saber-toothed User, wolf, lion, giant sloth 

ccnaervatlve decllne to commlt themaf.,ve« 
and some 60 pieces of birds. t s la 

to any given number of centuries. It is 
biggest deposit of bones of the pleistocene cJear howaver, that oM waa a cauae of 
age yet discovered. The finds are so 

gI.eat trouble from the beginnjng j 
rich that the university, I hear, Inten a 

In mcther earth’s uneasy shifting of her 
to set up a sort of bonea exchange, tra 

clothes the asphalt pools—with bird and 
ing its surplus specimens to other mus- beaat bunt*r and prey, embedded In them 
eums foi specimens it lacks. —were slowly covered many feet thick; 

You may imagine two bespectacled pro- tben ai0wly uncovered, until the present 
fessors sitting down to swap pleistoceno ,eye, ot the ground jg only a „ttle abov, 
horses, each gravely avering that his beast what u wag wlten brother horse and 
Is sound In wind and not afraid of motor brotbel. saber-tooth had their unpleasant 
cars In the pits, any day. you may see adventures In petroleum. 
a workman chiseling out the thigh of a 

giant sloth or digging up the ekull of mviNE LIMITATION 

a saber-toothed Ugcr; while, In the shed. From the Boston Transcript. 

boxes of ancient jaws, shins and fore- Ma. can God do everything?" 

arms are stacked up, as though such ob- "Yes, my child; there Is nothing God 

jects were as common as old shoes. Doc- cannot do. 

tor Merriam calculates that several thou- “I guess I know one thing, ma He 

sand animals must have been embedded can’t, make a rock so big he couldn't 

there. llft 

Rancho"^part^of11 slightly undulating BEYOND GRIEVING 

plain rimmed by mountainous hills. Going ^ v 

out to the pits, you step over a rubbery Tbe w)nd<a wihj footsteps thrill the leaves 
puddle of asphalt that has oozed from tho with pain; 
grbund. In the morning following a cool Then desert silence, then the scattered j 
nlaht It Js hard enough to bear a man's criss 

.. ... mgnL 
_ 

Of fraii-toiced children, then within thy £ 
weight, but on a warm day the foot sinks heart 
into It as into mud. In such puddles, to a sense of falling leaves through gray 
this day, birds and other small animals llqksd rain, 
are frequently trapped. Venturing on the Of perished youth with grave prophetlo 
■luev stuff, they sink into It and cannot W**' .' »* And strange scant vistpns of a hopeless 
get oui. It is still a common experience past; 
in the oil country that ducks and geese a sense of life ho older than thou art. 
will alight after dark on a pool of oil. And in thy soul, of bright tears falling ] 
mistaking It for water. fast— 

The. oil immediately soaks their wings Hush! tired t-hriId, weep nevermor* sgaia. 

♦ i 
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