
WIFE OF BELGIAN 

F^1 
Mme. De Wairt Confined 

Over Three Months 
In Prison 

HELPED PEOPLE GET 
NEWS OF RELATIVES 

Germane* Sole Aim In Belgium, She 

Says, Is To Terrorize and Subdue 

the Population and Drive Out 
All Counter Influences 

Paris, September 25.—(Correspondence 
of the Associated Press.)—"When one 

knows why to live, how to live is of very 
little Importance, yet It was a great relief 
to my nerves to get out from behind 
German prison bars," said Madame Car- 
ton de Wiart, wife of the Belgian min- 
ister of justice to the Associated Press 
"in spite of my interest in prison re- 

forms,” she added. Madame de Wiart 
has for some time been a corresponding 
member of the New York Prison associa- 
tion. 

“It was by no favor that I was re- 

leased," she declared; "I had served out 
the sentence of the court-martial three 
and a half months’ imprisonment and It 
was onV on being rolcased that*I learned 
I was also condemned to exile. They 
wanted to keep me in Germany, but 

through the efforts of the Spanish ambas- 
sador I was allowed to go to Switzerland, 
where my husband joined me. Every- 
thing was arbitrary in the proceedings 
against me and the afterthought of exile 
was purely a military expedient to keep 
me out of my country. 

Did as All Women 
“What 1 managed to do, all the women 

of Belgium did as far as their situation 
enabled them to do—that was to help the 

millions of Belgians who remained In 
their country to get news from fathers, 
sons and husbands who have been fight- 
ing for many long months; it was an act 
of elementary humanity that every man 
with heart must approve. Those who live 
far away from the furnace of war a^e 

perhaps not always able to comprehend 
the stuation of the mothers, wives and 
children of the occupied regions of Bel- 
gulm and northern France, in whose 
minds is repented each day since the be- 
ginning the agonizing question whether 
a cherished one has not been killed or 
wounded or is not waiting in direct dis- 
tress a last word from home. I have with 
a great many others done what I could to 
alleviate such sufferings, especiaVy 
amor g the poor people. At the same time 
I took good care to prevent any corre- 
spondence that might concern military 
operations themselves. 

"When the Belgian government retired 
to Antwerp I remained in Brussels with 
my children, the youngest of whom was 

only a year old. Being the wife of th^ 
Bergian minister of justice. T continued 
tn occupy the apartments at the"Yninistry 
that are set apart for the minister's fam- 
ily. 

"The Germans ordered me out. saying 
they required the premises for their sol- 
d*e'\x. I refused, still considering Bel- 
gium an independent country. They de- 
cVi*-rd they w’ould send soldiers to be 
quartered there notwithstanding For 
months the troops of the guard occupied 
the ministry at night and during all that 
time no visitor could gain access to tnv 

apartments without being challenged, 
questioned and showing papers." 

Endeavoring to keep up the juvenile 
courts instituted in Belguim by a law in- 
troduced by her hsuband and organized 
after the plan of the juvenile courts of 
Denver and other American cities. Mme. 
de Wlart traveled about a great deal all 
through Belgium. Rer activity awakened 
the suspicions of the kommandatur. 

Seized Waste Paper Basket 
"They forced their way into my apart- 

ments, ostensib’y seeking evidence of a 

plot against the German government," 
she said, "seizing a waste paper basket 
and spending hours in matching together 
and pasting up scraps of tom letters, en- 

velopes and other papers. Of all they 
found, the most compromising in thelY 
eyes were twro priests* cassocks, copies of 
Cardinal Mercier’s pastoral letter, papers 
containing a speech delivered- by Mon- 
sieur de Wiart in Paris December 20. 1911, 
and a letter addressed to the komman- 
datur torn up instead of being delivered. 

"After the search I was arrested on the 
charge of circulating Cardinal Mercier’^ 
letter and my husband's speech and with 
facilitating the correspondence of Be1- 
gian people with their kindred in exile 
through other channels than by the Ger- 
man post via Aix la Ohapelle. Asked if I 
wished to be represented by counsel. I 
refused, saying I would present my own 
case as Belgian advocates do not recog- 
nize the authority of German courts- 
martial by pleading before them. I was 

accompanied only by the head of the 

1 U. S. TORPEDO-BOAT DESTROYER HENLEY~ 
-- nri 

One of Uncle Sam's fastest torpedo boat destroyers Is shown in this picture going at fall speed. This boat, 
the Healey, Is one of the latest destroyers built by the nary. She Is an oil burner. 

order of advocates of Brussels as a wit- 
ness to the proceedings. 

“During the 18 hours of close question- 
ing that I endured they charged me with 
changing my costume radically in order 
to spy upon them; they declared that the 
two priests' cassocks found in my apart- 
ments were intended for disguises. I de- 
nied nothing, explaining simply that the 
cassocks were gifts Intended for priests 
driven from their churches and their 
homes by the devastations of the German 
a.rniy. admitted corresponding with my 
husband and with helping poor people 
who had no facilities to do the same. I 
1 ’’id them L knew the risk I was taking 
but that I didn’t admit their right to 
judge me. 

Given Jail Sentence 
“After 18 hours’ cross-examination and 

considerable deliberation, they asked me 
if I had anything further to say in my 
defense. 'No,* I replied, ‘all I have to say 
Is that if anyone seeks anv favor for me 

you will please not accord It’ 
“They sentenced me to three and a half 

months’ imprisonment and sent me to 
Berlin on two hours’ notice, giving n\e 

only a few minutes to embrace my chil- 
dren. Arrived at Berlin they told me 
I was to go to apartments that had been 
reserved for me at a hotel. ’But I have 
been sentenced to prison,’ I protested; 
‘you must send me to prison.* They took 
me to a woman's prison as soon as the 
papers arrived from Brussels and kept 
me In solitary confinement. The only dis- 
tinction they made between me and l«v» 
murderesses and thieves was that the 
former were allowed to promenade In the 
court in company while my outdoor exer- 
cise was solitary.” 

Madame de Wiart has been Joined by 
her youngest son, Hubert, and her daugh- 
ter, Ohislaine, but her other children are 
stlM In Brussels under the care of their 
grandmother. 

Madame de Wiart attributes her arrest 
and exile to a general policy of the Ger- 
man military governor. **The sole pro- 
occupation of the Germans In Belgium,” 
she says. *‘is to terrorize and subdue the 
population, driving out successively all in- 
fluences that run counter to their own.” 

A Perfect Lady 
From the New York Evening Post. 

A philanthropic New York woman was 
entertaining, in the spacious grounds 
of her suburban residence, a large num- 

ber of East Sid© children. On her rounds 
of hospitality she was Impressed with 
one strikingly beautiful little girl. She 
could not have been more than 9 years 
old, but her coal-black eyes flashed with 
Intelligence. The hostess introduced 
herself and began a conversation. 

"Does what you see here today please 
you?" she asked. 

The child eyed her host in silence. 
"Talk away/* said the lady. "Don’t 

be afraid." 
"Tell me," then said the child, "how 

many children have you got?" 
Astonished at the question, the lady 

hesitated for a moment, and then en- 

tered into the fun of the situation. 
"Ten," she replied. 
"Dear me," answered the child, "that 

is a very large family. I hope you are 
careful and look after them. Do you 
keep them all clean?" 

"Well, I do my best." 
"And is your husband at work?" 
"My husband does not do any kind 

of work. He never has." 
"That is very dreadful/* replied the 

little girl earnestly, "but I hope you 
keep out of debt." 

The game had gone too far for Lady 
Bountiful's enjoyment of it. 

"You are a very rude and imperti- 
nent child,” she burst out, "to speak 
like that, and to me." 

The child became apologetic. "I’m sure 
I didn't mean to be, ma'am," she ex- 

plained. "But mother told me before I 
came that I was to be sure to speak to 
you like a lady, and when any ladies 
call on us, they always ask us those 
questions." 

Fighting Germany With Baseball 
From the New York Tribune. 

America is preparing to enter the war 

in a very real sense. Hitherto it has con- 
fined itself largtly to succoring noncom- 

batants, to feeding the belligerents, to 
operating ambulance corps and hospitals 
and to supplying the allies with ammu- 
nition. But now it purposes fostering 
baseball among he Canadians at the 
front. One might as well plant the Stars 
and Stripes In their trenches. 

What a band is to soldiers on the 
march, what water Ip to the wounded— 
that must be baseball to the Canadian 
trench fighters, a refreshment of the most 
vital sort: When the consignment of 
basebaMs, hats, gloves and cages, bearing 
the blessings of famous American league 

players, reaches the western front, there- 
fore, our German friends may have cause 
to complain that we as a people have 
thrown neutrality to the winds. For it it 
one thing for the Canadians to use Yan- 
kee powder and shot and quite another 
for them to charge as If running to first 
to swing the butts of their muskets as 11 
bent on home runs, and in general to gi 
to bat with their enemy like pinch hit- 
ters In a world series. 

Worse Than 42-Centimeters 
From the Scribner Magazine. 

The effect of some of the newer types 
of high explosive shells is almost ne- 

yond conception. For sheer horror and 
destruction those from the Austria r 
made Skoda howitzer, known as “Pil- 

seners," make the famous 42-centimetei 
shells seem almost kind. 

The Skoda shells weigh 2800 pounds 
and their usual curve is four and a hall 
miles high. In some ground they pene- 
trated 20 feet before exploding. The ex- 

plosion, which occurs two seconds aftei 
Impact, kills every living thing within 15* 
yards, while scores of men who esoapi 
the flying metal are killed, lacerated oi 
blinded by the mere pressure of the gas 

This gas pressure Is so terrific that 11 
breaks in the roofs and partitions o1 
bomb proof shelters. Of men close b> 
not a fragment remains. The gas gets 
Into the body cavities and expands, lit- 
erally tearing them to pieces. Occasion- 
ally the clothes are stripped off, leaving 
only the boots. Rifle barrels near bj 
are melted as though struck by lightning 

These mammoth shells, sych as the 
"Pllseners*' and "Jack Johnstons." trave 
comparatively slowly, however, usually 
giving enough warning of ther approach 
so that the men have time to dodge them 
Their progress Is so slow. Indeed, tha1 
sometimes they can be seen. 

Man’s Materialism 
Perry Belmont, condemning material- 

ism at a Newport dinner, said: 
"Take the average husband. Could 

anything he more material than hel 
"Tell the average husband that hli 

love Is growing cold, and he won’t sc 
much as lift his eyes from the even- 
ing paper. 

"But tell him that his consomme is 
growing cold, and—zip—he’s off for the 
dining room in 29-foot leaps." 

Chinese Government Forced 
To Allow Limited Traffic 

To Raise Money 

Peking, October 2.—(Correspondence 
of the Associated Press.)— The effects 

of the war upon China have been se- 

vere in many ways and one of the 
worst is that the government, driven 
for need of money to desperate straits, 
has now been compelled to relax, for 
the purposes of revenue, on the splen- 
did opium reform which it achieved in 
recent years to the amazement of the 
world. 

The Chinese government has been 
living for a number of years largely 
on loans procured from European coun- 

tries* These loans came to an abrupt 
end when the war began. The Chinese 

government endeavored to make do- 
mestic loans, but succeeded only in a 

comparatively insignificant way. It is 

no^T trying to institute a new system 

of taxation, but is making little pro- 

gress; and recently agents of the min- 

istry of finance have come to an agree- 

ment with a combination of foreign 
opium merchants in Shanghai to per- 

mit $000 cases which have been lying 
there for over a year to enter the 

province of Kiangsu on payment of a 

surtax of $1500 a cnse, making for the 

government $0,000,000. 
These 8000 eases represent the last 

of the Indian opium that will come leg- 
ally to China. This was stock which 

was certified by the British govern- 
ment In India and permitted to coma 

to China during the last few years 
before the British government final- 

j ly terminated the shipments to thla 
1 country. Since that time opium mer- 

chants in Shanghai have been fight- 
ing hard to get the drug into China, 
and the Chinese have been struggling 
to keep it out. Now, however, the Chi- 
nese minister of finance, Chow llsueh- 
hsi, being driven to desperate ends, has 
(undoubtedly with the sanction of 
President Yuan, without whose ap- 
proval it could not be done) agreed to 
settle this long standing question by 
allowing opium to be consumed In 
Ktangsu for. it is estimated, at least 
two more years. 

Meantime governors of different 
provinces, according to authentic and 
persistent reports, have also modified 
their restrictions on the planting of 
the poppy, because of the need of 
money and the large revenue which can 

be derived from the sale and transit of 
opium. 

Free Service 
For Owners of 
Maxwell Cars 

We maintain in the rear of our 
salesrooms a Service Department, 

: superintended by an expert, trained 
at the Maxwell factory—all owners 
of Maxwell cars are invited to take | 
advantage of this most efficient 
service free of charge. 

Our salesrooms are completely stocked | with all Maxwell parts—ready for im-j mediate delivery and sold at factory cost j 
De Shazo & De Shazo 

MAXWELL DISTRIBUTORS ! 

404 S. 21. , St. Phone Main 3346 
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Scripps-Booth—The Master of 
Beauty and 
Economy in 

Motor Car Travel 
T>|? \ TTTV *n a niechanism is that 

final touch which gives 
authority to the design and pride-value to the 
purchaser. It is that cloak of quality which 
brings refinement to mechanisms which without 
it would be only mechanisms, but which with 
it take on personality and added comfort. 

** Scnpps-Booth luxurious light cars possess an atmosphere of 

and equaled by few, if any, of the highest priced large car 
Mrs. Vernon Gray and Miss Jessie Mae Perkins driving first Scrlpps-Booth car received in Alabama constructions. The Scripps-Booth is the cheapest car to operate 

————^-;— 
— made. 

DETAILS—Body, streamline; torpedo stern, 21-ln. door, 
highest grade blue black finish, electric door locks, 
spare wheel carrier, V-type German silver radiator, 
domed fenders. Upholstery, finest quality long-grain 
buffed leather. Cowl dash Instruments; sight feed 
oiler, lighting and dimming switches, starting strang- 
ler, starting and ignition switch, flush type speedo- 
meter, generator, Indicator, shroud light and foot 
space light 

SPECIFICATIONS 
GENERAL OUTLINE—110-lnch wheelbase, three-pas- WHEELS—Fire Houk. triple laced, detachable wire, 

sengar car. 80x3 1-2-inch, wide bubs. 
EQUIPMENT—Silk mohair top with side curtains, rain 

MECHANISM—4-cjrllndar, valve-ln-bead, three-speed vision plate glass windshield, electric door lock, 
gear-set In unit, shaft drive, bevel gear drive, floating Klaxet horn, full tool equipment, luggage space at the 

rear large enough for two suitcases and tools. Spare roar a*10- Houk wheel and tire on all cars. Zenith carburetor. 

STARTING—Bijur single unit electric non-stall, con- 
nected by silent chain and operated by locking dash 
switch. 

FEATURES Klaxet button In center of steering wheel 
cannot he operated when ignation switch is off. No 
projecting handles or slots In the doors. Electric 
door locks are operated by pressing a small push but- 
ton. Running boards and floor covered with cork 
linoleum of high grade. All Instruments nickel pluted. 

Price $825 completely equipped and delivered Demonstrations by appointment—call Main 3745 11 

' Saunders Motor Car Company 
HUDSON AND SCRIPPS-BOOTH DISTRIBUTORS FOR ALABAMA 

" ** 
% I 

I dealers wanted for outsidb tbrrjtorv~| 2021 Avenue D Birmingham, Alabama 
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