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LANCASTER HAD NO PART IN KILLING SAYS WITNESS 
Ford Would Make Muscle 

Shoals One of Greatest 
Business Centers in U. S. 

Intends Building 75-Mile Long City in District—Plan* 
to Develop Waterpower Facilities in All Part- ~ 

America—Leaves Today for Wash if* 

By AMOcinter! Pres* 

Detroit, January 11.—If Henry' Ford obtains possession of the Muscle | 
Shoals project in Alabama, he will take immediate steps to make that 

part of the south one of the largest industrial centers of the country, the 
Associated Press learned today. 

in® iiiuscie shoals plan of Mr. Fora 

contemplate® on® of th® greatest un- 

dertakings in th® history of industrial 
America, it became known, and in- 

cludes development of th® property 
a model to be extended eventual- 

ly to many other parts of the country. 
Mr. Ford's proposal includes the 

building of a city 7ft miles long in 

the Muscle Shoals region. It would 
be made up of a number of large 
towns or small cities. This is in line 
with the manufacturers view that 
men and their families should live in 
.small communities, where benefits 
of rural, or near rural, life would not 
be entirely lost. 

Give to People 
His proposal to the government in- 

cludes leasing of the property for 100 
.jears. B”t before the expiration of 
half that time he proposes to turn 
the completed project over to the peo- 
ple of the district, or to the govern- 
ment, in such a way that no one in 
the future will be able to make a 

pergonal profit from the undertak- 
ing. He will arrange that neither he 
nor any of his heirs may realize any 
monetary benefit from the Muscle 
Mioals plants, or the power devel- 
oped, it became known. 

Mr. Ford proposes to make the proj- 
ect, if the government gives its con- 

sont. the outstanding achievement of 
l.is career. 

The Muscle Shoals project is, how- 
ever, only the start of a greater pro- 
gram, it became known. This in- 
cludes the development of water pow- 
er facilities in many parts of the 
country by which persons in those 
communities would derive power to 

luti manufacturing plants, light their 
homes and run machinery on the 
hirms. One detail Of the plan is the 
harnessing by farmers of every creek 
Mid brook that crosses their prop- 
erty. 

Leaves Today 
Mr. Ford expects to leave here 

about noon tomorrow for Washington 
to confer with Secretary Weeks re- 

garding his proposal of leasing the 
Alabama plant. 

If the government accepts Mr. 
Ford’s bid, work at Muscle Shoals 
will be started at once. The nitrate 
a lid other plants would be run by 
t ..m power, pending the time the 

great dam, that will require about 
tvo years to build, has harnessed the 
water at this point. Then would 
follow development in the << pinion' 
of Mr. Ford until within a compara- 
tively few years an industrial center 
greater than Detroit would have been 
built up. 

Mr. Ford believes the 1- '' Shoals 
plan, if consummated, will be h« 
start toward development of the Mis- 
sissippi river valley. The manufac- 
turer believes 'this valley could run 

ihe United Statep" if the water now- 

going to waste could be utilized. 
Government Revenue 

Eventually, in Mr. Ford’s opinion, 
ihe government could derive enough 

venue from these power projects to 

upport itself, thereby revolutioniz- 
iii the financial system of the coun- 

try. 
Mr. Ford has bent the greater part 

«,f his energies during the last few j 
weeks to whipping into shape his j 
plans to develop the American dis- | 
trlct in the event he obtains the ( 
1.-a*f, from th® government. He has ] 
held a large number of conferences ; 

<m this matter and his program la 
known to be ready. This program in- 
rludes definite steps toward develop- j 
ment of water power in every part 
of the country. The manufacturer j 
does not believe it practicable to j 
••urry power for long distances, and, 
therefore, has evolved a plan to pro- 
\ide each district with its own proj- 

Prominent Citizen of 
East Alabama Dies at 

His Home in Eufaula 
Eufaula. December 11 .— (Special.) — 

Col. Alien H. Merrill, one of the most 
prominent citizens of east Alabama, 
died at his home here late tonight 
after an Illness of two days. 

Colonel Merrill was president of the 
Cast Alabama National bank, and was 

the senior member of the law firm 
of A. H. Merrill & Son. He was 7f> 
years of age. and had taken an active 
interest in civic affairs for a number 
of years. He was a vestryman in the 
Eufaula Episcopal church. 

Colonel Merrill is survived by his 
wife, two sons, W. H. Merrill of Eu- 
faula. district attorney, and A. K. 
Merrill of Dothan; three daughters. 
Mrs. .1. C. McRae, Mrs. A. M. Brown. 
Mrs. W Y. Johnson, and Miss Theresa 
Merrill of Eufaula; and one sister 
Miss Ellada Merrill of Eufaula. 

HIT BY HEAVY GALE 
Many Pedestrians Are Injured. 

Damage Is Done in 
Harbor 

By Associated Press 
New York. January 11.—This sec- 

tion of the country was lashed today 
by the worst gale of the winter—a 

gale that at 2 p. m. reached a velocity 
of 90 miles per hour off Sandy Hook. 

Ushered in with snow that later j 
turned to hail and rain, the storm [ 
buffeted New Yorkers without | 
mercy, carrying many across slip*' 
pery sidewalks and plunging them 
face downward in slushy streets. Um- i 
brellas were torn out of many a 

hand, window glass fell tinkling into j 
the streets. mail package boxc3 
were blown over and traffic generally 
hampered. Many pedestrians were 

Injured. 
Several tall stacks fell before the 

wind. One, 80 feet high, toppled in 

Trenton, N. J., felling on«feed wires 
that supplied traction lines and tying 
up service for nearly two hours. A 

chimney J25 feet tall crashed in 
Brooklyn. 

Harbor Traffic 
Harbor traffic was hard hit. A| number of small boats were blown j from their moorings and Incoming; 

liners were held at quarantine by | 
high winds which made it impossible 
for health officers to board them, i 
" ith the weather bureau sending out 
the first full gale warning in many ! 
years, there was a tension noticeable j 
in shipping circles. 

Outside the city the full strength] 
of the storm was felt. New Jersey 
and Ix)ng Island, especially along the 
coast, were hard swept and at sev- 
eral points a tangle of telephone 
and telegraph wires was reported. 

In the city proper the street clean-' 
ing department was early astir. Trac- 
tors were rolled out and a call Is- j 
sued for 12,000 extra sweepers. 

Tonight It was reported that all, 
main arteries had been kept open 

Several hundred men, women and' 
children, storm struck, appealed to 
the municipal lodging houses for suc- 
cor. Preparations were made to sup- 
ply food and clothing to the needy. 

S. F. Alston, Head of City 
National Bank, Dies 

Suddenly Yesterday 
Tuscaloosa. January 11.—Samuel 

Fitts Alston, aged G.1, died at his I 
residence here at 6:10 o'clock this 
morning, his death coming suddenly. 
He had been in ill-health for several 
months, but his condition had not 
been considered serious. The deceased 
was for 10 years president of the City 
National bank of Tuscaloosa and was 
one of the original incorporators ol i 
that institution In 1802. He had de- 1 

llvered his report to the stockholders | 
at the annual meeting yesterday aft- | 
ernoon, at which time he was re- 
elected president. He left immediate- ! 

ly for his home feeling indisposed. 
He grew worse during the afternoon. 
The City National bank is closed to- I 
day. He Is survived by his widow. 
Mrs. Fannie Fitts Alston, two sis- j 
ters, Mrs. C. X. .Maxwell and Miss 
Caddie H. Alston of this city; two 
brothers. George .1. Alston and IV. H. 
Alston; one son, James F. Alston, all 
of whom reside here, and one daugh- 
ter. Mrs. C. M. Rudulph, who lives on 
Cliff Road. Birmingham. 

ITALIAN BANK 
By Associated Press 

Rome. January 11.—Minister of 
Commerce Belotti today authorized 
the Ra»k of Naples to allot 50.000.- 
000 lire for the benefit of the New 

i York branch of the Banea Italians 
Di Scon to. 

Seven Temporary Jurors 
Are Selected for Second \ 

Trial of “Fatty” Arbuckle 
By AMocinted Prens 

San Francisco, January 11.—Selection of seven temporary jurors and 
dismissal in the police court of a perjury charge against Mrs. Minnie 
Neighbors resulting from her defense testimony in the first trial were 

outstanding developments today in connection with th# opening of the 
second manslaughter trial of Koscoe C. (Fatty) Arbuckle, motion picture 
comedian. 

he case grew out of the death 
of Miss Virginia Rappe, the prosecu- 
tion charging Arbuckle attacked her. 

The presence of a large throng in 
front of the criminal courts build- 
ing. to watch the trial principals 
come aand go, and of a crowd in the 
court room belied to some extent the 
general belief that interest In the 
trial had died out. The defendant, 
cheerful and keenly interested in the 
proceedings, sat close to his chief 
counsel. Gavin McNab. His wife sat 
in another section of the court room. 

The personnel of .opposing coun- 
sel was the same as in the last trial. 

> McNab handled the questioning of 
t&leamen for the defense and Milton 

* U'ften, assistant district attorney, for 
th4 prosecution. 

The presence in court of represen- 
tatives of the "woman's vigilant com- 
mittee. a moral and civic uplift or- 
ganization. figured in the question- 
ing of veniremen. McNab asking if 
such activity of the committee would 
he considered by them. Three wom- 
en were among the temporary jurors 
selected. 

The dismissal of Mrs. Neighbors, 
whose case had progressed at inter- 
vals for a month, was regarded bv 
the defense as a point in its favor, 
but the prosecution held the opposite 
view. \ 

The same elaborate police guard 
that was maintained throughout the 
first trial was in evidence today, and 
the plan of admitting spectators and 
press representatives to the court 
room by a card was again employed. 

Dozen Senators—Under- 
wood and Heflin 

Speak 
By Associated Press 

Washintort, January 11.—The 

fight in the Senate over the right 
of Truman H. Newberry, republican 
of Michigan, to a seat in that body, 
which has been contested by Henry 
Ford, his opponent in the 1918 elec- 
tion continued in all of its intensity 
today and when the session ended 
tonight predictions of the outcome 

generally were held in abeyance, so 

uncertain had the result become. 
It was agreed among leaders that 

the outcome rested on the final posi- 
tion to be taken by fewer than half 
a dozen senators, whose attitude has 

not been disclosed. 

Hopes for a vote today were dashed 

early by last minute, demand of sen- 

ators desiring more time to speak. 
Even an attempt by Senator Spencer, 
republican. Missouri, who is leading 
the Newberry supporters, to obtain an 

agreement to vote at 4 o'clock tomor- 
row was blocked. Senator King, dem- 

ocrat. Utah, objecting. Mr. King sug- 
gested that the agreement might be 

entered into tomorrow if brought up 
then. 

The introduction of new resolu- 
tions dealing with Mr. Newberry’s 
right to a seat also complicated ef- 

forts to bring the controversy to a 

Declare Seat Vacant 
The resolutions brought in today, 

both to declare the seat vacant, were 

by Senator Owen of Oklahoma and 
Walsh of Montana, democrats. Mr. 
Owen said in submitting ‘his pro- 
posal that he had thought to eliminate 
all disputed points in the controversy 
so that the Senate could determine 
solely whether It was sound public 
policy that such large amounts of 
money should be expended in a cam- 

paign. Mr. Walsh's resolution repre- 
sented a recasting of his original prop- 
osition declaring me seat vacant but 
redrafted “to express in firmest 
tones” a statement of the Senate’* 
views with respect to tlve welfare :>f 
the nation when iarg* sums of money 
are used in a campaign and election. 

The possibility of a move by thr 
democrats to recommit the whole 
•a** *'• the annexe ejections ami priv- 

ileges committee, temporarily ser 
aside during the day, were tulked oi 
again after the close of the delate. 
Leaders said tonight that further in- 
formal conferences would be held 
among the democrats before the .Sen- 
ate meets tomorrow. 

Senators Paired 
Efforts to get pairs arranged for 

and against the seating of Mr. New- 
berry continued in order to offset the 
loss of strength on either side 
through the absence of senators. 

There were seven speeches during 
the course of the day, among them 
being one by Senator Underwood ot 
Alabama, democratic leader, which 
marked his entry into this stage of 
the fight, and another by Senator 
Jones, republican. Washington, who 
announced he would vote against Mr. 
Newberry. The other senators who 
spoke, all in opposition to the reso- 
lution declaring Mr. Newberry to be 
the qualified senator, were Norris, 
republican, Nebraska, and Fiend o’ 
Missouri, Hitchcock of Nebraska. 
Caraway of Arkansas and Heflin of 
Alabama, all democrats. 

Mr. Jones' speech was brief, but he 
declared that in determining to op- 
pose Mr. Newberry he had not been 
frightened by any threats that if he 
voted otherwise his political life 
would be jeopardized. He asserted 
that the controversy could in no way be made a party question and asked 
of the democratic side if they were 
in control would they determine all 
such cases on a partisan basis. He 
added that he did not "believe they 
would. 

Mr. Jones said further that he re- 
lieved the voters preferred a man who 
was “wrong from conscientious 
grounds rather than a man who was 
right through fear.1 He declared 
that if he was wror»g in this case it 
was mi the ground that lie could not 
believe that Mr. Newberry was en- 
titled to a seal after lie. or anvone 
In his behalf, had expended more 
than $200,00ii in pressing his cam- 
paign for election. 

OFFICIALS ARE GUESTS 
OF CAMP BENNING 
By Aaroc luted PreHA 

Columbus. Ga., January H.—j, 
-Mayhew Wainwright, Assistant Sec- 
retary of War. and Maj. Hen. James 
G. FI a chord ? deputy chief of staff of 
the army, today inspected the United 
States Infantry school at Camp Hen- 
ning here. 

The two officials went through the 
classrooms, took a trip over tfie 
ranges and were given a demonstra- 
tion of firing in modern warfare. To- 
night they were guests at a banquet 
and will leave at --{:30 tomorrow aft- 
ernoon for New Orleans. 

GIST OF THE NEWS 
GE\Kll AL 

***<®tlatlon* on tl»** Shantung (|UfK- 
tlon nrc rrHiiiiiid a ten in. 

Fertiliser IntereatM are oppoalng 
Ford, Senator Harriet say*. 

Indication la that fight agninat 
A teli Ison and Hall will w ear Itself 
out. 

■Educational data on Birmingham 
I" Iffven by cen*uM bureau. 

STATE 
Camp McClellan to be official train- 

ing camp. 
Gffer for atate prison la declined. 
Good Itoadtt club at Littleton con- 

vene*. 
Collinsville bank re-elect* officer*. 

LOCAL 
Service men to give Turley big fu- 

neral. 
Auburn alumni atarta campaign 

for fl 1.000.000. 
Cotton gambler* can be cured, la 

Corner** aaaertlon. 
Heal torn to elect officers at an- 

nual meeting. 
V. M. H. A. building fund campaign 

Indorsed. 
Ask auto owner* to aid campaign. 

NEGROES ARRESTED IN 
AXE MURDER CASE 

Top scene shows Mr. Crawford, who was probably fatally injured; the baby,' unharmed, and Mrs Crawford, 
who was brutally murdered.—Bottom, inside of store. 

Clem Crawford Is Unconscious at St. Vincent’s Hospital.! 
Police Unable to Solve Mystery of Crime—Murder 

Similar to Others Committed Here 

John Pearson, 706 Nineteenth street, south, and William liubanks, 
Rosedale, negroes, were arrested yesterday shortly after noon by city 
detectives in connection with the killing of Mrs. C. S. Crawford and the 
probably fatal wounding of her husband, Clem Crawford, in their bed- 
room which adjoined their grocery store at Avenue D and Fifteenth street, 
Tuesday night at about 10 o’clock. Their baby, Josephine, was unharmed. 

The theory as to what occurred in 
the store and bedroom held out by 
police Is that a supposedly customer 

I entered the store after Crawford had | 
xetlrea and asked for a sack of meal. I 
Mrs. Crawford is thought to have ■ 

gotten up and waited upon the cus- 

tomer. In return for the sack of meal j 
Mrs. Crawford was given a $1 bill, i 
which she had to change. It fa j 
thought that she was struck over 

the head with an axe or hatchet while 
making the change. 

Crawford apparently heard the 
str’ sgle and went to his wife's as- 
sisi. »n*i also was struck down. 
He was taken to the St. Vincente 

| hospital, where he was reported un- 
cons< ions at a late hour last night. 

It was stated at police headquar- 
ters that two negroes came into the 
central office early Wednesday morn 

i ing and stated that they saw Pear- 
ron and Kubanks in front of the 
Trawford store at about 8:30 o'clock, 
and that they acted in a very aus- 

| picious manner. 

>ogroe* Arrested 
r#cd by Assistant Chief of F>olice 

| Thomas Christian, Detectives Moser, 
I Drown, Jones, McCombs. Bragan, 
Hubbard and McAdory immediately 

i began to scarotj for the negroes and 
located them shortly after noon yes- 

The Crawford murder is one of tho 
most fiendish crimes committed in 

! Birmingham in recent years. Their 
! store, which adjoined their living 
looms, was the scene of an assault 

1 very similar to the one occurring in 
North Birmingham two weeks ago, 

: when Joe Montione and wife were 
killed by assailants. In both instances 

j an axe or hatchet was used as the 
j chief weapon. However, in the case 

j of Mrs. Crawford's death a razor was 

i also used by her assailants. 
The body of Mrs. Crawford is be- 

] ing held by Johns, pending the an- 

; nouncement of funeral arrangements 
i by relatives. 

Mrs. Crawford came from a prow* 
inent south Alabama family, and is 
survived by her mother, who liyes 
at Clayton; six brothers and four 
si sters. 

j(lr. Crawford's family is also well 
known. His parents. Mr. aqd Mrs. 

! N. B. Crawford, reside at Montgom- 
ery. Hia father has been warden at 
the River Falls state prison for sev- 

eral years. He is survived by two 
sisters. who also live in Mont- 
gomery. 

Josephine Crawford, 3-year-old 
daughter, who was unharmed and 
slept In her crib about four feet ^rom 
the dead body of her mother, was 

taken in charge yesterday morning 
by relatives living at Huffman. She 

I spent Tuesday night at the home of 

j Coroner J. t>. Russum. 
Will Cooper, negro, was arrested 

; and placed in the city jail la*t night 
at 9-30 o’clock by Detectives! Jones, 

i .vtoser. Brown and McCombs rt» con 

j nection with the murder of Mrs 
* 

‘wiord. The negro gave ‘his ad 

| dress as 1301 Avenue D, twi^ blocks 
I distant from the scene of the murde:. 

Difference Encountered on 

Rules for Scrapping Pre- ; 
scribed Vessels—Agree 

on Replacement Chart 
By Associated I’ress 

Washington. January 11.—The “big 
five” made further progress today 
in their final revision of the naval 

treaty, but encountered a difference 
of opinion when they came to lay 
down rules for the scrapping of pre- 
scribed battleships. 

By the American delegation, it was 

proposed that the surplus vessels be 

rendered entirely useless. France 
readily suported that view, with It- 

aly Indicating a similar attitude. 

Great. Britain and Japan withheld 

assent however, the suggestion oe- 

ing made that the dismanteled ships 
might be used as harbor guards or 

training vessels. 
When the five delegation heads 

adjourned after several hours of the 
debate the question remained unset- 
tled and will be taken up again to- 
morrow. During their two sessions 
today, however, they had completed 
approval of the first of the treaty 
annexes, embodying a replacement 
chart, and they expressed hope to- 
night that ell of the five annexes 

might he disposed, of tomorrow or 

Friday. 

FORD MAY TAKE OVER 
THE LINCOLN COMPANY 

By Associated Press 
Detroit. January 11.—More than 1 

30.000 shares of the Lincoln Motor 
company changed hands on the De- 
troit stock exchange today following 
announcement that the Ford interests 
planned to submit a bid of $8,000,000 
for the Lincoln plant when it is put 
up at a receiver's sale here Febru- 
ary 4. 

The stock opened at less than $" 
a share and the top price recorded 
was If*. a block of 60 shares being 
sold at that price. The clo.-«e was 
at 

Lincoln Class A. stock was brought 
out at S50 and sold as high as $.*«;. 
hut' has dropped as low as since 
the receivership. 

Machinery Started for Putting 
Treaty Into Effect—Dublin 

Castle Is Being 
Evacuated 

By Awodutfd f’r*sa 
Dublin, January 11.—The summon- 

ing of the southern Parliament to 

meet Saturday by Arthur Griffith, 
president of the Dali Elreann, and 

his cabinet, has started the machin- 

ery for putting the treaty into op- 
eration. 

Half a dozen huge vans backed in 

front of tli© chief secretary’s offi- 

ces in Dublin castle this afternoon 

arid removed stacks of official docu- 

ments and effects of tlA? secretarial 

and police departments, thus begin- 
ning the evacuation of the castle— 

the symbol to Irishmen for cen- 

turies of British control. 
Eamon DeValera informed the cor- 

respondents that he believed hia 
party would ignore the Saturday 
meeting of the parliament, In re- 

sponse to an inquiry regarding nls 
plans he said he intended to continue 
the fight for independence; he sup- 
posed elections would be held within 
six or nine months. 

Such elections, added Mr. DeValcra. 
like the signing of the treaty in 
Ixmdon, would be held under British 
threat of renewal of warfare. and 
tbrefore he would not accept the ver- 
dict as the uncoerced will of the peo- 

l.lne of Cleavage 
There is a big line of cleavage, 

aaid Mr. DeValera “between those 
standing for dependency and those 
for independence.” 

Never would ho under any condi- 
tion take the oath of allegiance con- 
tained in the treaty. Alluding to the 
Irish republican bonds, he declared 
they would be redeemed by whatever 
government was enventually estab- 
lished, and added that a meeting of 
the leaders of the Sinn Fein party 
would be held tomorrow to consider 
the general proposition. 

An important development today 
was the Issuance of a manifesto by 
the Irish labor party stating that 
labor would participate in the elec- 
tions to secure representation in the 
new free state government. 

DEN BY HAD LICENSE 

By Associated Prene 
Richmond, Va.. January 11.—Edwin 

Denby. secretary of the navy. did 
hunt in Virginia.' but he had a non- 

resident hunter’s license. number 
3011, for which he paid $10 to the 
clerk of the circuit court of Stafford 
county, he replied today to the de- 

partment of game and inland fis’ 
eries inquiry as to whether he hail 
been hunting in Virginia without a 

license. 

ILLEGAL HANGING 
Symonds Identifies Picture of 

Gallows, But Says Only 
One Man Was Executed 

On It 
By Associated Pres* 

Washington. January 11.—Testi- 

mony contradicting that of former 
service men was given today by array 
officers befort a Senate committee 

investigating charges that American 
soldiers had been hanged without 
trial in France. Col. Charles J. 

Symonds of Camp Sherman. a6 years 
in the army, who was in command at 
Gievres, at which place soldiers had 
told of hearing reports of numerous 
executions, declared only one man 
was hanged there and that the hang- 
ing. by his orders, was secret. 

The fact of the execution was made 
public later, the colonel explaining 
that the murder for which the sol- 
dier was put to death had not been 
committed in his area, and he did noi 
want a big orowd on hand to witness 
it. Tile picture of a gallows, sup- 
posed to be at Gievres, which had 
been filed with the committee by a 
former soldier. was Identified by 
Colonel Symonds as the structure 
built there, “or one closely resem- 

bling It." 
Capt. Joseph D. Hahn, now sta- 

tioned at Camp Banning, Ga., declared 
there whs not a word of truth in the 
charge that Harry W. Segal, a soldier, 
that he (Hahn) had taken part in the 
unlawful execution of two negro sol- 
diers. Other witnesses said they 
never had heard of a lynching In the 
Sixteenth Infantry, as witnesses ap- 
pearing heretofore before the com- 

mittee had asserted. 
Tlie hearing went over until to- 

morrow, when other army officer! 
will be examined. 

E 
Mil MIL MIES 

President of Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad Appears Be- 

fore Commerce Board 
By Aimh-IiiI«i1 I’re*# 

Washington, January 11. Railroad 

rates are being: slowly but steadily 
forced downw'arcl by economic laws 

which govern their levels. Daniel 

Willard, president of the Baltimore 

a ltd oil Id rail load, tu&deJ today 'ji 

fore the Interstate commerce commis- 
sion when that body resumed its in- 
uuiry into the general level of trans- 
portation charges. There Is no need 
but considerable danger, he added, in 
forcibly decreasing them by govern- 
ment edict at the present time. 

Mr. Willard appeared as the first 
of several railroad presidents who 
will sum up the close of the common 

carriers in defense of the existing 
rate levels. He was preceded by sev- 

eral statisticians who presented 
masses of figures ail tending to prove 
Insufficient earnings from railroad 
operations during recent months, and 
p-,eager prospects for appreciable Im- 
provement even if present rates are 
mai ji tained. 

"What, then, may the public ex- 

pect?" Mr. Willard said in reviewing 
the statistical case. "Must It con- 
tinue to pay existing rates and fares? 
Is no relief to be expected? 

"To assume that such is the case 
would be In error. In the past Amer- 
ican railroads have afforded the 
cheapest transportation service In the 
world. They will do so again. They 
are In fact doing so at this minute. 
High as railroad charges are they 
are not higher relatively than other 
prices are or were and it is important 
to remember that railroad charges or 
prices were the very last to go up 
and in the nature of things cannot 
be the first to go dowji. They can 
and will participate In the downward 
movement of all prices. 

"In my opinion to accelerate the 
downward movement artificially at 
this time would Injur© the roads and 
not benefit the public." 

TRYING TO FLEE 
I Arrested for Insulting Woman. 

Body Riddled as He 
Attempts Escape' 

Etifaula, January 11.—Willie Jen- 

kins, a young negro, was shot to 

; death near Batesville last, night when 
he made a dash for freedom after be- 

! ing arrested «n a charge of 'nsult- 
j ing a woman, according to the sheriff 
of Barbour county. 

The body had not been recovered, 
the sheriff said. Person* wno saw 

; the body described it as being "rid- 

j died with bullets." according to the 
officer’s statement, and when last 
seen two men on horseback were 
carrying it toward the Ohattahoochie 

! river. 

ASLEEP IN BUNK 
WHEN BAIRD SHOE, 

WITNESS STATES 
Case of Accused National 
Guardsman Expected to 

Reach Jury Sometime 
Saturday 

By I). G. TINSLEY 

Hamilton, January 11.—(Special.) 
Sergeant Robert L. Lancaster, Ala- 
bama guardsman, on trial for mur- 
der was asleep on bis barracks cot at 
the time a masked mob was shooting 
William Baird, striking miner, to 
death on a Walker county road after 
abducting him from the jail at 
Jasper. 

This was the testimony given be- 
fore a Marlon county jury by fellow- 
soldiers of Lancaster, charged by the 
state with participation In the lynch- 
ing when the defense opened Its guns 
this afternoon In circuit court here 
and began construction of an alibi 
for the accused soldier. 

Testimony for the defense is exp pected to be concluded Friday, after 
which rebuttal testimony will be of- 
fered by the state, followed by argu- 
ments of counsel and the charge of 
Fudge A. 10. Gamble. Present indica- 
tions are that the case will reach 
the jury some lime Saturday. 

State Closes (flue 
Tiie slate closed Us case at noon 

today und the defense began Its >nr 
nlngs at the afternoon session. 

J3. G. Searcy, a member of the de- 
tachment to which Lancaster be- 
longed. told lh« jury he was on 
guard duly arc und the barracks fin- 
ing the hours covering the lyncn- 
.ng and that he went in Lancaster's 
room on two occasions between mid- 
night and o'clock to fix the fir*, 
and on both occasions the defend- 
ant was sleeping in his cot. 

.SenNation of liny 
Charges by former members of Com- 

pany M. Introduced by the .state, that 
Horace C. Wilkinson, chief prosecut- 
ing attorney, had threatened soon 
after the lynching to jail them “il 
they didn't come across and tell what 
they knew,” were sensational devel- 
opments of today's court session*, 
efforts were made by the defense at 

today's sessions to show by ques- 
tions on cross-examination that these 
witnesses were intimidated into be- 

coming state witnesses by state oi- 
ficials in whose custody they weie 

during he period between their re- 

moval from Townley following the 
lynching until and durim: the > 

trial of Lancaster. 
Leins.il ■»! U.-vrjU’f • Wilkinson,- 

[fvtpM 'o-g-th.-. io.ij.iUi drfn 
attorneys to ex;-Wine a sieiiographi*' 

I report of interrogations <>f h witness 
and his nnewer* ItJ the lawyer's office 
soon after the lynching of which he 
was questioning the witness was sus 

t&ined by .fudge Gamble 
A numb'd* of chara-ter witnesses 

from Tuscaloosa testified to the good 
character of the defendant at today's 
session. 

Springer In 

Clyde Springer, member of the de- 
tachment of soldiers at Townley when 
Baird was lynched, was recalled to 
the stand for cross-examination when 
court reconvened• this morning. lb* 

slept In the Towney barra>-ks until 
4 o'clock the morning of the lynch- 
ing:, when he was awakened for 
for kitchen duty, he said. 

At breakfast the witness testifie 
that they had heard that Baird had 
already been taken from jail, but did 
not know he had been killed. 1Lan- 
caster laughingly said he "guessed 
he'd cut a notch on his gun." the wit- 
ness testified. All were Joking about 
the affair, he testified. 

The witness testified he was taken 
away the next night about 2 o’clock. 
He was taken to the jail at Jasper, 
he testified, and was then taken t<< 
Montgomery. On his return, he said 
he was put in charge of Connie Aus- 
tin and was under guard until after 
the first trial of Lancaster, to which 
he was brought under what ne con- 

sidered arrest. He first told his story 
to Judge 'vilkinsnn in Birmingham 
in the presence of Austin, Captain 
Fleming and others, he said. When 
he came to the first trial, he testi- 
fied. he and others were met at Huh 
by Judge Wilkinson, who brough 
them to the office of defense attor- 
neys and told them they need not 
talk to the defense lawyers unless 
they wanted to. and witness refused 
to talk and vealkcd out. 

Relieved From Duty 
After the first trial, Springer tesi 

fled, he was relieved from duty. H~ 
denied that he was eared for by th-* 
prosecution or the miners while he 
was seeking work at the Bankhead 

Springer was followed on the wit- 
ness stand by Clyde Kitchen, mother 
member of the Townley detarhmen* 
of Company M. He testified that 
I^ancaster and others lived in the 
same barracks with him at Townie;, 
at the time of the Baird killing. 

That night he went to bed about 
D:30 he testified, and got up at 5:.*M 
the next morning He did not sec 
T^ancaster during the night, he testi- 
fied. When witness got up Lancas- 
ter was in bed. he said, and got lip 
about o’clock. T*ancaster’» pistol 
scabbard was muddy, the witness 
testified, that morning. r^ancaste*' 
told witnesses he would get the 
shine boy to get the mud off. At 
that time, witness testified, he had 

(( onllnord on Page Two) 

My Favorite Stories 
By IRVIN S. COBB 

Ladies First Always 
The man who told me this one. years afro as we stood together on 

the rim of the Grand Canyon, swore it was true. I believed him. For 
he had the reputation all over the southwest of never telling an unnec- 
essary lie. 

He said a typical "mover." -hiftless, restless and sockless, was spend- 
ing • short time pt an Arizona cow camp preparatory to moving on 
into the desert on a so-calied prospective tour. His chief earthly pos- 
sessions consisted of a pa r of slab-sided mules, a rickety prairia 
schooner, a wife, four chi! ‘~-n and six hound dogs. 

The wife, who »«i i u. ■> out, faded out creature, complained to 
some of the ranch hand- of -.tie hardness of her lot; and the foreman 
took it upon himself to remonstrate with the husband for his indif- 
ference to his wife’s welfare 

“The old woman ain't got no kick cornin’!” said the husband, when 
he had heard the foreman’s remarks. “She ain’t got no kick at all. 
She’s plum’ pampered only she don't appreciate it none. Why, whan 
we is fixin' to camp of a night, many a time I’ve driv’ the team half a 

mile out of the way so’s wood and water would be handy fur the old 
woman to fetch!" 

(Copyright, 1922, by the Central Press Association.) 


