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CHAPTER 1
Wihese  rooms ake Insutferably hoty
romirked Gaptaln John Brent, smuggler

by profession; as he sald to hia intimate
friond, but enlled by! his enomies, ind
thoso  who had suffered’ from his nime-
rous Infutiitics, a plento plidn and slmple,

11a strode up and duwn the two rooms
mwhieh ‘wore lla temporary qudriors du-
rlng hla confmemont, Yes, sad to relile
though It lg, Captalh Brent was conflied
in dupance vile and did not like It

Ul huve no doubt that they ars hot,'
gild oo ghort stout min who sit leaning
g in o long arm chalr near ong of the
avindows  looking  out upon tha courts
yird of the governor's  poalaco which
#tood over opposalte

Y1t mectnd to mo, however, (£ you will
permit mo to mike n wsuggestlon, Lhat
they nre not as hot as Lhe place Lhut

{ you are golng tol'!

Ha chuekled nsthmotleslly, and then
bronma prelernaturnlly  prave  at  the
1rmly expresslon that camo Into the other's
neo,

‘"Hea here, Col. Mercer, It scems to me
thnt your remnrk {8 not ealled for. It
sy ho truo that I am nol golng o ho
hanged because of your foollgh lnwe und
ropulations, and it may be that I haova
only  an, hour or su to lve, but It iy
rifghty bad' tusto, It strikesa me, for you
to rub it In when o man Iy shut up In n
¢oupla ot rooms lkoe these, his only view
conflned Lo the governor's paloce, o
wreleled trovesly upon architeciure, by
tha way, and even that you have the
poor | tasle Lo dlafigure 1t the thing is
groesible, by erecling the gnllows on
which 1um to be hung this very morn-
{ng directly in front of (L'

““¥pu should teel honored {nstead of in-
gulted, enptlaln, ‘Tha ‘gibbet,"  Captaln
Brent ralsed hla hand  deprecatingly, he
did not lke that word and he was &
person | of declded  tostes, both bad and
good, I repeat the gibhet ls  never
ralsed in the palace square except for
eriminnls of the highest grade, This s
fpul tho  eecond time ' shice  governor
Fitzmorris  look the post thot it hes
happoned,'

At what time Is this, to you, Inter-
esting céremony to take plice? Tt must
Yo very tireaome 1o sltag & sort ofn
‘death walch over me,"

0, naot at all I assure you. You ges,

thig post of nlde-de-camp to ‘his excel-
lency I A very monotopous one in the
mikn, | unless he takes it into his head to
wislt Bome of the nelghboring' Islands,
gn to tell 'the truth you are o great
Eource of nmusement to me, and I shall
Rrulte mlsg you.'
" “Heally! I never could underatand the
British fdea of  humor  hafore, I I
nmuse you It seems to me that yol are
miklng 'a mighty poor return In hang
Jing me, to say nothlng of the fact that
you are culting off your supply #o to
gpenk, and. 1 judge that you don't have
much fun here, It T afford you amuse-
thant under the pleasant condltlons.”

The. nide-de-cump, with the usueal Im
perturbability of his natlpn gaw nothing
to cause n mmile, and gazed stolldly at
tho  prisoner.

‘*But you have not answered my ques-
Yeon., When In the pleasant’ little cero-
mony, In which I seem deslined to take
E promiuent part, to come off? At whal

our do ¥ou pull the string?"

Tho ofMeer took his watch from hig

ucket and looked at It casually, Then

umplng to his feel, he cried:

“UWhy pless 'my soul! It s almost T
p'elock. Hlis excellenicy 'will have fin-
Jshed his coffee In a fow minutes and
ihe 'axecullon’ takes 'place !mmediatoly

Cmfter that.'"’ i ] I
““v¥You ars horrlbly ahrupt, Col, Mor-
per! It atrikes me that you might at
lengt give & man some slighl warning.
I have not. even time to change my
clolhes, or rother to dress, and I do ah-
Ject to belng sent Into eternity In o sult
pf blue and while striped pajamag! 1
may be over-partleular, but first ap-
pearances nro o ntways the most impross-
fve, and one nover knows whom one may
meet on golng to a strange place.!

"My dear Caplpln you have plenty of
time to dress, We have to parade the
troops to  recelve his  excellency. Yru
never heard of a Britlah Governor gen-
eral belng present at affalrs of this sort
without troops, my dear sir, and the
troops musat be parpded  first. Tt we
be wretehed bad form were they not.!

He grovely saluled Captain Brent and
departed.

CHIi_PTER 1I.

“That donkey makes me feel as though
T would Illke to put a hullet through
him," growled the eaptaln, as he wnlked
up and down his rooms, “Confound tha
governor and general and his  iroops.
Btill, there ia no ugo {n grumbling about
matters.' ¥

He stepped tn the door, and opening It,
Iooked  out Inte the hallway which ran
from front to rear of the one-slery bulid-
Ing which served ns his prison.

Up and duwn the stone corrldor tramp-
ed the sentry, g

sgtupld - work that,' sald Brent, as he
emiled ‘eheerfully at tho maon, I ecould
glve ¥you better employment aml four
{imes thoe wages If you were on my hoat,
and ‘T was, too,!" ho ndded with a know-
ing  look.

The man appeared to notlee nothing,
tbut he halted npposite to whers the pl-
rate stood.

why didn't you say so hofore? It's
too 'nte now,'' and then he marched atol-
dly on, !/ |

Is-rreerr-brreerre-rub-a-dub-rub-n-d u b,
pnd Drent could not resiat the temptn-
tlon to rush to the window to see tho
troops a8 they marched into the hot and
dusty Bqumra,

Company. after company flled out of
the barracks and turped into the palace
yard with steady trend, flags flylng and
Yand playing, for all the world, as Brent
thought, a8 thaugh It wnas the Jplliest oc-
puslon that eould be {magined,

“Confound them," he said to himself,
#how well they do look, And IE T hadn't
been such on nps ns to put myself “in
the power of this nincumpoop of o gov-
ernor general, Instead of getling him out
an beard the Badgor first, this need nover
have happened,!

The musio ceased o8 he spoke, The
¥ne wag qulekly formed and the adju-
mnti turned the gvynmand over to the col-
onel,

“rhat  tlregemo  though  well-meaning
Bicreer,” muttered Hrent, as ha lsaned
pealnst the sldn of tha window, "I sup-
wose that he, will be sending for me next,
Well, the comedy {s about oyver, Yes,
here they coma now,"”

As ha apdlke, the adjutant, aceompanled
by n sergeant and 10 or 13 men, mArched
rapldly neross the courtyard to the hulld-
ln;{ fn which he wns eonfined,

CUAD, Mp, Adjutent,' sajd Drent gally,
as the lattor appearcd at his door, "Come
iar me, I suppnse,”
© "Yes, slr, Borry It ls on such an un-
pleasant errand, hut orders are ordors,’
10y that's all right, don't fret n min-
wte, MThe enlonel gaye me time to chinga
my clothes, so now I am quite ready it
yeu are, Bhnll we ga?”

“Phank you for moking [t so ensy for
me, Captain Brent. I may not have an-
other ehance to express to you my ro-
grot that you nre golng to leave us,’

U pannot say thet I am, correctly

¢ ppenking, leaying you' was the reply,
mvlth o hnmorous twinkle in tha eye, "I
might be sald to bo about to be tulen

eyl

—
[ . CHAPTER III,
oOut Inta the glarlng sunshine marched
khe prisoner apd hls guard,
“you need pot bind me, My, Adjutant,'
he had sald) before they left ithe prism

and I wiil glve my word that I will make
no atiempt.!*

Antl s0'ha had gona forth with his
broud-brimmed - foll hnt 'ypon his hend,
and’ hls dark bright eyes looking care-
| lossly to| rlght nnd lefl o8 ho walked

bravely nlong,

Out Into’ the center of tha sun-dried
and glaring square  marched the 'littlo
band,  Pagt nll the troops, firfat from left
to rlight, sa that all might ylew the noted
Cuptilin’ Hrent, ;

‘“Tust us If 1 was o confounded dan-
olng bear,! grumbled he, halt aloud, and
the men ot his slde coulu Hot suppress
o gring i

At Just ho Is at tho foot of the gal-
lows, and mounis the sleps to the plat-
torm, lookihg down  with a high and
mighly dlr ot the crowd of soltlery he-
low, A ohuplaln of ‘tho church  stands
rendy to adminlstir words of comtort io
the departing souly

“Thank you kindly, reverend eir," says
Brent, “but as I do;not know whare I
am golng, nor do you, It will ha Impossl-
blg for. you to glve me o proper  in-
troductlon.  Besldes' I hnve never been
Inalde of ona of your houses of worship
glnea'I was old ‘enotugh to do as 1 ploased,
and I will not die a hypoerite, nor will
[ & ory mercy for my sins: now that It is
tog" late, '1 thank you kindly, ftor 1 know
that It 'ls well meant, but it ls uso.
long."

The chaplain stepped hnek somowhat
nonplussed at such unexpected Jogle

Hrent turned and looked down at the
adjutant who stood just helow him.

{1low long have we Lo walt here?'' he

arked., YIt I8 dreadfully hol, and I 'do
not sea any cause for delny now that I
am horal' :

“Wa nro walting for the presonce of
thls excellency the governor general,"
wan the reply, “without whom no cerd-
mony can tnke place” : i

“\Woll, why does he not come? He has
had warnlng enough, 1'do not think that
it |a right or proper for one great man,
aven Lthough he be in authority, to keep
anothor walting, It does not seem to me
courteous, especlally under the circum-
stances.'

The wsnldlers whn heard him found it
{mpossible o repress n smile, and. even
tha Hegld adjutant twitched pbout the
maouth.

Suddanly a figure In full unlform, with
tall white plume in his chapeau, hur-
rled down the steps of the palace, and
approached the colonel. '

il beg your pardon, Calonel Morcer.'!

“Cood henvens!' exclaimed the colo-
nel, *doesn’'l the man know that I can-
ot recelve any offeclal communications
exeepl through my adjutant?’

But the personage was not to be put
off.

lictalone] Mercer, I regret to Inform you
that tho ceremony connet go on.  The
governor general is not in the palaen.'t

UNot In the phlace?” crled the colonel,
atartled out of his usual dignity. “Then
whero 1s he?'! fi

Ytye do not know, sir, MHis bed has
been slept In, bul scems to have heen
laft hurriedly, ahd. we cannot find any
trace of hix excellency!”

“Phig i3 most unplensant,” murmuored
the commanding oflleer.

“That depends on how you look at it"
gald Brent to himsell.

‘At ihis moment slx sallors, armed with
rifles And uscorting an officer In unl-
form, with a hat for all the world lke
Bront's appeared at the galeway which
led Lo tho palace yard. Ho carried = pa-
per In his hand and approgched the col-
onel without the slightlest hesitation,

¥ : CHAPTER IV,

“Colonel Mercer?'! he asked, as he halt-
ed a fow feet from tha latier offlcer.

“[ am that person,' was the Teply of
that rather nonplussed Individual.

“T am Instructed by Governor Tilz-
morris to give you this paper, which he
#ald would ‘explain {tself, That Is, ha
Added, that it would do 8o as far ag he
wias able Lo make It

“1{¢ lpoked up at Captaln Brent and
giva him an almosl Impercaptible wink.
Tie demeanor of the prisoner at once
ochanged from o somewhat discontented
frame of mind at the lack of hasta on
the ‘part of his' captors to one of abgo-
lute Indifference to the oulcome. 1

In the meantime Colonel Mercer was
reading the paper which had been handed
him with & countenance at once Indlea-
tive of extreme surprise nand a certain
proportion of fear.

“This is evidently genulne! he gald
In a somawhat shaky volce, ag he handed
It to the officer with the white-plumed
chapeanu, who was the lord chamberlain,

The laller look Lho, document  and
nguickly ran [t over, surprizse pgrowing
more and mora plain In his face as he
proceeded, g i

*“0, this Is terrible!”  ho murmured.
"“Most unfortunate error. You  wlll of
courso relense the prisoner at once with
all t'he necessary apologles, Colonel Mer-
car,” -

“My provinea does not go bheyond re-
leasing  him, Blr Willlam, The apology’
must ecnme from elther you or hls ex-
collency the governor genoral. I simply
constitute the milltary guard.” He smiled
trivmphnntly at the other as he toolk the
paper. 'hen proceeding 1o the scaffold
and mounting it he sald to  Captaln
Brent: :

"My dear sir, thers appears to have
been sume very unfortunnte error coms=
mitted In taking you Into custody. For
that, I am’ thankful 1o say, I om not
raesponsihie, My puinful duty s now
over, apd I have tho pleasant one of
reading you the following tommunication
from his exceollency Lord Gporge IMlz-
morrls, goyernor genernl of the island."

""Hegretting that he cannat bo present
at Wie hanging?'' usked Brent with a sor-
castle amile,

"Thers will be no hanging to-day," re-
plied Colonel Mercer,

vPostponed on aecount of the weather?
Isn't It hot snough for you?' demnnded
Brept, who woa now master mode by
tha goldler,

wAN, to.he sure, I beg your pardon, Is
thig an vieirl dopument you have?'!

gy, IE s from his excellancy."

#And you expect mo (o undoerstand’ It.
But never mind, you would not ses the
funny side of that remark without n de-
tulted explanation! Go ahead, proceed,
firo nway, ol men!" o leaned pguinst
tho uprlght of the gallows in & nonchals
ant manner und took A clgar from his
pocket, !

Colonel Mercor put on his glasses and
road s follows;

On board the Badger,
Junuary 18, 1000,
Colonel W, T, Mercer, A, D, C, comn=-
manding 1111th regt of foot}

“One  poment, colonel,! Interrupied
Captuin Bront, "Op board the what?'!

“On board the Badger,!' was the raply,

“And what |8 the Badger?' asked tho
ex-prisoner, with a curlous look In his

Byo,

"Well," sald the officer hesltating, "'t
18 ono of our new vessels, I mlght say
It was—"

A dispateh boat,” broke in Bip Wil-
llam, who wpe novor at loss whore o lle
was needed In & hurry, hoving been
trained In the diplomatlo service from
early yenrs. "Par‘lmpﬂ, te bha more cors

his excellency's, private pleasure
yacht! '

"Ah, thank you, I underasiand pow,'
and the caplaln proegeded (g leht his
r.igu:l:' and puff rings gt the colonel as he
reids

“Phrougl s9mMe Brievous error, eoii-
mitied In entlre dgnovance of the oir-
cumatances, Caplaln John Brent hes been
arrested and condemned: to death under
the Impresslon: that he ls gullty of hayving
‘nommitted the erime of pirncy upon the

[ sy “F eannot geb aWAY, IE T wish {0,
i % ¥ e

hlgh geus, @8 well &g ing ! ;
W s o i on emugped |

contrabtand govds Into thig fal .
and, - I

ﬂ}nd that IL 18 hol Caphiln Jokn Bront

that has doho this, but Captain Jondthin

Drent, who I8, -1 am Informed, qulte &
difterent Eersun. (I s nuuessm"rqlu add
thit all this Ihtormation wie recelved by

hla excellency with the barrel of a regl-
lntlon navy revolver polnted across ?1:0
cibln tablo of the Badmer, and Lhe very
determined fade of the flrst oMcer of
thit vessel dircetly behind {t)

1 thorsfore difeet,' continued the pa-
por, - ‘that you do immedialely upon re-
celpt of thia,isot him at llberty and pro-
vide, him" with i sultable escort to the
dock, where he wlll /take bont for thia
venpuol, / Fitzmorels,!

Ho folded the paper carefully nnd turn-
ed to the pcaptain,

“Your are at liherty, slr and It wil

‘glve ‘me much’ pleasure to escort you to

your destinatlon with: my regiment.”
“Thank you, colonsl; this 1s vory good
of vou, and ‘1 must admlt that It g a
much pleasanter  way of apending tho
morning than I hed antlelpated.”

~

CHAPTER V,

“Yery good of you. I am sura. Blr Wil-
linm, bo good enough te order his.excaol-
lency's. enrriage fdr the captaln. It ls
entirely too hot for you to atlempt te

\walk, my dear alr.

“\Well, na you presa it, perhaps I will,
Bir ‘'Willlam,, I shall bo pleased to have
your company. Colonel, I regret-that I
know that your position ‘at the head of
youp regiment precludes my having the
pleasure of your company on tha way

down, ‘but I shall see you at the dock:

upon ouf arrlval!!

He bowed polltely to' the moldlor, and
{aking hid weal In the Blate carringe,
which hid now appearaed, drove off to
take up his position'in rear of the gallant
N11th foot, 4

On the arrival nt the dock he stepped
lghtly from the wvehicle and turnlng to
the lord chamberlain, seald:

"I will now bld you farewell, and thank
yout  for your very agreeable company.
Colonel Mercer, 1 bld you farewell aldo,
though I trust thiat we shall meet again.
I quite reallze that thils very handsome
pscort which you have tendered me would
not have heen forthcoming had things
fean otherwlse,! and laughing somewhnot
sarcastically at the dlscomfitted offlcer,
he walked gally down the steps nnd intlo
the walllng hoat.

CHAPTER VI,

Arrived an board “the. Badger, a fine
topsall schooner-rlgged  steamer, about
230 feot long and very fast, Captain Brant
found the governor general pacing up
ond ‘down the after deck awnlting his
coming with Impatience,

“Ah, my dear slr,” (he sald as he walk-
ed gulckly forward to meet the sallor, "1
am dellghted to seo you again.”

“I ‘hava no doubt of lb' was the re-
ply, Hespeclally as you are well aware
of the fact that had I not appearcd you
would ‘have suffered cxactly the samo
penalty as I did.!’*

*Ah, but, ecaptaln—''

“ywell, governor, wa wlll
be bygones.'” | i

“Thal {8 very good of you, and now If

let bygones

you  w!ll 'be good enough to send ma
nshiore [ shall be very much obllged ‘to
you.”

“Ashore! ¥ou? I think not! You are

to go on o crulse with me, dear man!'

Tiaerulse with you!  But It is quite
imposalble you know! What would be-
coma of my government?!

“¥ou ara the government; and T can
tell you pne thing that I know from' my
own exporience, and that !s that there
will be fewer executlons than there have
been for a long time, for . thoy cannot
have 'one while you are away.! z'z:

“RBut really—'"'

“Noaw, doni keep ‘butting’ me, as
though you were o goat, . You go with
me, and if you will kindly look at the
shore, you will sea that weo are already
golng to sea,  Hera s the receiving ship
now, and we shaell soon be by the paolnt,
Come with me to my cabln; but walt a
moment, 1 have not heard how you hap-
pened to come herp s0 opportunafy,

“One of your officers, that ono over
there, came with o number of men some
{ime In the night after T was gleeping
soundiy, and raused me from bed, telling
me to dross guletly and follow them."

o, thet Is Murchump| He always did
have o rather curlous sense of humor,
but he 1= not at all a bad fellaw at heart,

wppogaibly not, but he has o most ab-
rupl way about him. I must exy. e
woke me from osound gleep, as 1 have
with him. When ! made some remon-
strance he made uze of o most aftensgive
expression, | told ‘me to '‘siow my gab,
or he'd see that my windpipe was cut,

"Rather forcible, T will admit, ' but
perhaps  called for.'"

“T eannot see why. ‘T simply told m
that T wnrs not accustomed to belng dis
turbed  in that manner and 1 mnever
dressed without my valet,'’

AN, Indeed!"

“yes and  then remarked In  the
most abrupt  way, that it T couldn't
dress  myself, that one of his  men

would oot ns A nurse, or I could go onl
board the ship s I was, When I made
further remonstrance he used the for-
cible expression which 1 have nlroady
mentloned.

“Tp a pity,’ sald the coptaln, In an
absent-minded way ‘‘that it i3 the ralny
seagon still'’

“YWhy =07 asked the
eral, whoso curlosity always
better of his disaretion.

\'Bocauss you might poesibly dry . up
wore i1t not so,' replied the other, ms
he gazed mournfully out over Ltha sen,
shimmering In the trope sun,

vRonlly, Cnptuin Hrenl," gafd tha gov-
ernor, ''are you not rather rude?" ;

“Rudo? I rude?! exclalmed the smug-
gler, !'You are In luck that I am nath-
Ing mora than Tude. If I wara the
first-clags  plrate which  you paople  In
these islapds have made me out Lo be
I should really ba hloodthiraty, violent,
to sny nothing of bhelng chock [ull ot
profanity; whereas you seldom hear me
any. nnything stronger then  ‘you e
hanged!"

wWeall really,” eald tho other, with
an  uncomfortable sensatlon about the
throat. P

%0, T dom't mean what you meani™
was  the cheerful reply, “I'm not at all
up to my business, or' by this time you
plank, In our couniry we have planked
.1 *shad, which s wery zond indead, and [
don't | really ses why plankell governor
gonoral would not be Just ns - good, T
wnow that the sharks would ke It T
don't| suppose 'that you ses the funny
alde of that at all, No,' he contlnued,
with a slgh, "I am A degenerate, gecord-
glde of that nt nll, No!' he econtinued
woar mora or lass good looking clothes,
though of course 1 must keep up the
pleturesus to A certnin extent, but I'm
no pirate, that s, not the real article,
I will own up to a certain success as A
gmuggeler, hut as far B8 piracy goes,
you beat me easy

T a mrate! Come, come, what do you
mean?' L

"What do I mean? Why  everyono
knows  that while oslonsibly you glve
up half of your galary, that you moroe
than make up the difference In commis:

Fitzmorrls looked very much embar-
assed, bul sald nothing,

Tha governor felt that undep the elr-
cumataneed It would not bo best (o ghow
any disapproyal of the enptaln's rathor
liberal views, so he morely nodded In ac-
qulesgence. ;
CitAnd now for my tesson for galting

ou here,! contlpued Brent. !You have

n your possesslon part of & map of the
:Nf:u'a of 'Ferpundos; [ have the othop

YA J ! 3

I oxslaimed 19 KQYOTAIR

Goyernor-Gen-
got  the

"I hive, ang It wds but a shott thine
aga, that i discovered (hat you were
the tiaf wha had  the cotnpanion  half;
Unfortunatoly, ad 'yoll, of course, know,
tetlthor ralf (g of “any Uas without the
other, It sannot’ b4 sald correctly that
either of ug hag i halty asx | hove ' the
latitude and Iongitude of the map, ahd
you havo thes pleca  with the lsland and
point jop [t ‘Cha’ persol  who tore that
part out jipew hla busifiess, 1 sns coms
g 16 bed ¥ou o the subjoet whon your
peopla. were o officloUs ug’ Lo arrest me,
and fiad It hot beden for Marchump's
brilllant |dea of kidnapping you we should
both of u4 hova 'been daeprived of a large
tortime,*

CMBUL T owns notoawara thal thera wae
BO VEFY, [nfge o sum,'’

“ThHn lelter whioh accompanied my por-
tlan of the rmap, which, by the way, cama
from my greatgrandfather, ‘who wns ln
your navy s i very young mah—"!
“Uallhe also,! (nterjocted the governor.

U1 know ity thit la how [ camo Lo be
asviare of the 'fdet thnt you lind the
other half, Your greatgrin fithet and
mina wora fidehlpmen aboiod the Brit-
{al BO-gun  shipsof-the-line  Iormldable,
Rodney's ﬁ,ngpmp in  tkese waters, In
1872, How ' they cime neross' this map
1 do not know, but' 1 have ausplelons
that as young lads of that dale they
wers not ovel-parileular as to what they
tookt from o native! Their oldera. wern
not, and why should ‘the boys not afollow
thelr example?""

"Quito o, quite 8o, My plece of the
map came’ down with my grandfdther's
offects, and simply had a larger plece of
paper alinehed to ‘it which read: 'Do
not part with thls, Some day it will be
of gredl value,' '

“1t s curious that your greatgrandfa-
ther waos not so caroful as mine, but
mino was Beoteh ‘and yours wos Eng-

lish—thah moay nccount for the differ-
ence,” 2
YT may, But e I may nsk, what does

it nmouht to?'’

"Amount to? Have you that plece
with you? Dtt of course ¥ou have, now
I think of (L'

CHAPTER VIL '

“Come," continued DBrent, atter admin-
Istering this shet. “let us o to my cib-
fn.. I have something to say te you In
private.'’ I

As tho governor entered the cabin be-
hind 'Bront, he bscame awnre 'of tha
presence of a beautlful girl, who rose from
{lig tahle at which sho was writlng whon
they appered.

“Govy, Fltzmorrls, this s my daughter,
Madeletne, Madelelne, this fs the gover-
nar general of ‘Montego, who 1s golng' to
take o crulee with us.”

“] had no {dea that thora were any
Jadles nboard?! astammered his excellency,
very much overcome with surprise.

“The day s et young, governor, and
my diughtor 15 not an' early rlser, so you
would hardly have sech her in the ghort
time ‘that you have been aboard, I do
not alwayas take her with me, but as this
iz somewhal o voyage of dlscovery, un-
attended with ‘any danger that I antlel-
pate at present, and as she begged to
gome, I felt that T had no good reason to
refuse,’ ) R

“Charmed asa T mRm sure,’” murmured
the governor, qulte overcome by the well-
dressed, self-possessed young woman, who
atood looking at bim with o half emile,

“And now, Madelelpe, If you will ox-
cuse us, 1 have eomething particular io
=ay to hls excelleney In' private,”

"Certalnly, papa.’ I shall be dellghted
to ot some alr. I ahall see you later,
Governor Fltzmorrls,”! and with a daz-
zllng smlls and &  slight courtesy she
walked past him and up the companlon
Htalra,

“A charming young woman!' exclaim-
ed Fitzmorrls a5 sha left.

“Yes, yos,' was the absent minded: re-
ply. “Looks like her mother, 1 belleve.!

¥ pu bellovo? I do not quite follow you,
Do you not know?'!

“"Neo to tell you the truth, I do not, T
hava becn married four times and-I can-'
not for the life 6f'me remembor to which
one thls drughtsr belongs. ‘She s (the
only child that I have and I spoll her
most chearfully, But T eannot quite place
her mother, My lfe, you see, Has been
ruther exciting and varled and whether
this girl was the daughter of the wife
that lyed In: New Orleans, or one that
was in Valparalsa, 1 should not dare Lo
say!"

“Rut you know how old sho s, and
vou know when your wife died?"

“ah, If T did know, but T am not at
all sure that they are all dead!" |

upll ara! Why, man, do you mean to
say that you had more than one at a
time?"

“Thy, of course! Have you not heard
the saying that a sallor ‘has a wife In
overy port. I rm r great bellever In
keeping up-the truthfulpess of those old
proverbs, which are so [ast growing into
dleuge, so 1 mado up my mind when quite
& young man that T would try and tve
up. to the ‘precepts of such us I eould
and I commenced with that one,. I bhave
always, even with my roving hablts, had
a’ preat desire for the pleasures of a
home life, In fact the longing ls so irre-
slsiibla at times that' I have t ohave them
and It was much more convonlent to have
four homes to go to as one might he miles
or more to one, You scé my point?

wyes, 1 never parted with It nfter 1t
was glven me by my father, Those wera
his commands,"" ;

“Yary well; hera s my portion. Put
vours Inlo that torn space and see how
neatly It fits.'! 4

*It does Indeed!”

“Thers, you' seo 15 the longitude sixty-
six degres twenty-one minutes. W, latl-
tude twelve degrees thirteen minules N,
It s plain salling for us now,!! He rosa
and stepping to the slde of the cabln,

“But s It worth 1t7"

wrrall Mp, Marchamp to make the course
enst by south, one-quarter Aouth” he
sild, o8 n man reported at the door,

- e
wad i ]
renolil Aurptise, It A lead trimlime petpe iy " b %
general n great surpriae tHow tnr do you maks ftri aske it 0 et W'.I‘..I!'.“. e e Ty e 1100 08

1ftetnotris, i

HE |4 dowh hers fs 240 Hpanieh fangiied,
ity about 800 tiles of thoreabouts!!

""Hut it fa worth 1t?'

Invorth (L7 Why man—hut 1 forgot
Your great grandfather was not mo pars
tloulal as mine, was hel Listen!

Ha took frbm his pooket a thin paoks
ago, Hod With a faded ribbion,  Undolng
this enrefully he proceeded to read the
contents of a plece of parchitent that
1t cohtained, | } ;

o my descendants;

When two patrls of a map of the Weat
indles, one {1 tha possetilon,of Midships
mith Georga  Bdwnrd Pltzmorris, of the
Majouty Geotge tho 111d's navy, serving
undaf Admiral Lord Rodney, In the yeat
of Grace 1782, on honrd tha flagship ‘FMor-
midable,!t and. ot which: the underalgned
{8 also midahipman, and holds the other
part of sald map, are put together, then
will ‘bo found ‘tho exact' position of tho
{sland of Fernandos, On the mouthwest-
erri end of this lsland there Is 'a Bpanish
tort:  Off from this fort in a line with
the western side, distant about 800 yards
and lylng In about slx fothoms of water,
I8 ‘the Spanlsh Galleon ''La Nostra Mas
rla de Trinldade, This vessel contalns
more thin 'seven milllond in’gold and ail-
vaor, which 18 etored under the after deck
dlractly, beneath tho:fldor 'of tha' siate
eabin. By following the line indicated,
direet from:the western side’of the fort,
Uil the gun on:tho Eoithwektern paraphet
I8 in ranmge with the oMl tower on the hill
behind the town, you should be directly
over the conter of the galleon, which Hea
bow on to the shore, It 'la’well to note
that, tho bottom s constantly ‘changiog
at this part of the lsland, ‘owlng to the
atorms. at certain seasons, and hat what
{u mlx fahoms now, may be 10 or ‘2 by
the time thatl this paper Is used,

“Thiy map wns the property of a Bpan-
{sh ‘prisoner, wha sald that he waa of
noble birth and related to some English
famlly, the nama of which ha would
inlierit his  wealth and ‘title If certain
papers should ever coma to light, which
wa judged were on the smiken galloon,
but do not know for sure.

“John Lennox Brent,
‘M|dshipman on the Formidahle.

“februdry, 178%"

wgut I do not eare to go on any such
foollsh expedition as thls,!’ ‘said  Fitz-
morrls, querulausly,

“foollshl | Thern' {a mnothing  foollsh
about It. Tt is a sure thing. : Think,
what a splendld provision it will mako
for, your widow.' Il { 1

“@ut T have no widowl .exclalmed tha
governor, general, hastily: oo,

“Np, no, certainly/ notl': rarlled, the
other quickly, and then‘he added with n
pleazant smile: b

“But you will have ong, it you Ao not'
do an I wish that you: should,’ {

“But I have no wife!” exclalmed the

svernor in desperation, A
r;'-:"(1'. that is eaﬂily remedled in this cll-
mate,” #ald Brent. '"There are hundreds
of ndles If You have no objection to)col-
or, who would ba more than delighted to
he your wife or ‘widow, if the dcca-
sion, necessitated.! :

[ guppose that I must Aagree to your
proposition,!” enld the governor with o
algh, I am not much uged; to this sort
f business,'” )
c‘l—Tc realized however, that ha dld need
the money. as he wos doeply In debt and
liad a title to keep up, which his halt
snlary, even though it waa made up. as
Brent had sald, by fees and commlesions,
waa entlrely Inadequate Lo begin to cover,

“That is proper and as it should be,
sald the captaln with A Em..8 It would
finve heen  exceadingly disagrecabla for
ma. to have a hanging incldent ahoard,
with you as the prl;u:lpg] tragedian, 0

aneak, had you refused.’

2 (-FE)MBE CONTINUED TUES]‘.‘IAY-)
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Mo, Ne'er Can Thy Home be I"u'lina.
(Published by Request.) i

He. ]
I have told thes how sweet the rosed

nre,
In a home heyond the sea,
There tha dark-syed mald
sweet gullar
sits under the orange tree,
Then fiyl oh, Ay from this jala of storms!
Whern all that 1s falr must pine,
Ta a sky more blug, and a sun more
warm ;g
Tenceforth ‘1ot my heme be thine.

with  her

Bhe, /
I have heard thee tell of a gky mora
hlun, .
And o sun more warm than thia,
And I've sometimes thought if the tale
o troe,

Ta dwell [n that clime were bllas;
But ahj when I goxe on my tranqull cot,
There the clematls ‘houghs, entwine,
The land of tho stranger tempts me not,

Mo, ne'er can thy home ba mins,

e,
I'll sing to thee if with me thou'lt rove,
he songs of the olden time,
And thou'lt not compare my ardent: love,
IWith the love of this colder clims,
Thou'lt scorn the frults of thy moun=
tain home,
Tohalding the purple vine,
Then ecomao te the land of my birth, ohl
comel g i
Hercoforth' let my home be thine,

8he, 4
Alus, It 18 plaln, my mountaln home,

Must ever be scorned by thee,
And may I not fear that p time will

eome,

When thou wilt have scorn for me;
Tt anh! there s one who loves ma here,
" WWhoan wolce f less aweot than thine,

Tao my sitmplo taste ls far maro dear;
No, ne'er can thy home be mine,
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