
THEPASTANDFUTURE

GETTING AWAY FROM THE SPIRIT
OF OLD.

?ortU of July No Longer a Day for
Conservative Patriots—Decadence of
Old Customs—Country Is Moving on
Broader Lines Myths Exploded.

July 4 seems to have lost its true sig-
nificance and uow belongs to the sinull
boy. whose highest aspiration is to burn
incense to the Chinese god of lockjaw, if
there iz such a deity on the celestial cal-
endar. The pestiferous firecracker and
the physician’s ally, the toy pistol, are
the small boy’s accessories, both before
and after the fact, in murdering the peace
•f mind and destroying the nervt-s of peo-
*le who have outlived the ebullient stage
•f youthful spirits and prefer to take
their patriotism on the nation's natal day
as a man takes a cold lunch—solemnly
and with a consuming desire to have it
•vrr with. Apart from Young America,
and his peculiar ideas of a celebration,
“he day Is given over to even more rep-
rehensible forms of jollification, which
an supposed to be in conformity with
the spirit of the immortal Declaration.
“Proclaim liberty throughout the land
• ird to all the inhabitants thereof,” rtins

ffce inscription ou the old Liberty bell,
and a goodly share of the people of the
#rewnt day liberally construe the procla-
mation as a license to commit all man-
ner of offenses against health, sobriety
and the peace and dignity of the common-
wealth. 4

The Old Customs.
Of course, some districts still preserve

th< good old custom of firing anvils at
midnight and daybreak, and between
times, and the cock sght and horse race,
Ihe wrestling match and the foot race
•till keep alive the embers of patriotism

o primitive settlements where civiliza-
tion has not yet introduced baseball, the
firemen’s parade and the shell game. But
for the most part, the “Glorious Fourth’’
4as become a back number. Its celebra-
tion has fallen into innocuous desuetude,
and when an attempt is made to gal- i
vartize the moribund custom, nobody list-

aPKEAD-EAdLE ORATION 75 YEARS AGO.

ens to the reading of the Declaration,
and the orator speaks to unhearing ears.
Society hies itself to the seashore to hear
what the w*ld waves are saying; the
pugilist hires a hall and puts up a mimic
take of a gladiatorial combat, and every-
body who can manage it gets out of towu
until the trouble is over.

The old fellows lament the decadence
of the observance of the Fourth, and sigh
ior the vanished days of general traili-
ng aud hard cider, when the gallant mi-
litiaman in brave regimentals pirouetted
•n a gaily caparisoned steed and stiffly
executed the tactics in the presence of
the village girls attired in white frocks
•nd prunella gaiters.

Recent events have demonstrated that
there is no diminution of patriotism in
the country, but it is nevertheless true
that as a people w 4 are getting away
from the days and sentiments of the
Conscript Fathers. ‘‘Times change and
■sen change with them” is a truism being
exemplified in the United States. Wheth-
er the change is progress or retrogression

ment, and many cherished myths relating
to men and events have been exploded.

We have learned somo things and have
unlearned others. We aave learned that
the apotheosis of Washington was not
justified by the facts. The iconoclast has
demolished the godlike Washington aud
left us a man. In his present form he is
more human and essentially greater than
he was when invested with the attributes
of the god-man. On the whole, wo like
him better now. but we did not g*ve up
the Ideal Washington without a .rench.

AMERICA OF TO-DAY.

Vast Incrraso of the United States
Witiiin the o:tary.

The America which the new century
sws is strikingly different in area and
influence from that which the opening
years of the nineteenth century saw. A
hundred years before the Spanish-Amer-
iean peace treaty was signed in Paris
on Dec. 10, 1898. the United States oc-
cupied a comparatively small spot on the
earth's surface. It was surrounded on
three sides by powerfil and unfriendly
nations. As at present, its northern
boundary was Canada. Its western line
was the Mississippi river, and its south-
ern liorder was Floridfc. At that time
Florida comprised not only the present
Syite of that name, but also a strip of
territory extending westward to the Mis-
sissippi river, along the southern line of
the present States of Mississippi and Ala-
bama, Florida, throughout its entire
length, from the Atlantic to the Missis-
sippi, belonged to Spain, and Spain held
the whole of the territory west of that
river.

Thus England was on the United
States’ northern border, as at present,
while Spain shut it off from the Gulf of
Mexico and from the vast empire west ef
the Mississippi. The American who, a
hundred years ago, went down to St.
Augustine, Pensacola. Mobile or New Or-
leans, found himself in Spanish territory.
The American who crossed over to St.
Louis or any other point on the western
aide of the Mississippi would also find
himself under the Spanish flag. Even
Natchez was held by Spain, contrary to
the treaty of peace between Great Brit-
ain and the United States signed iu 1783,
until 1708. In the latter year Spain
moved her boundary line a short distance
below that city. Moreover, England held
Oswego, Niagara, Detroit, Mackinaw
and other points in the United States on
the northern frontier until after the Jay
treaty was signed in j1796, and then it
was exceedingly slow ifi evacuating those
jHists. The United States a century ago
had no rights which au;y of the great na-
tions felt bound to respect.

The imperial dimensions of the United
States to-day make a s'riking contrast to
its comparative diminutiveness 100 years
ago. By the successive acquisitions of
Louisiana in lSt*3. Florida in 1819. Texas
in 1845. New Mexico and California in
18-18, and Alaska in 1867, the area of
the United States at the beginning of
1808 was, approximately, 3.603,000
square miles. Then came the annexations
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GENERAL TRAINING DAY OF OUR GREAT GRANDFATHERS.

of Hawaii, with 6,640 square miles and
110.000 population. Porto Rico. 3.670
square miles and SI O.OJO people, and the
Philippines and the islands which come
to us with that group, 165.ik\ square
m1',... and l4t,ooo.*SH> population. With
these acquisitions there were made, in
list?!, additions of 175 310 square miles
to our area and 10.920.rki0 to our inhab-
itants.

The United States had an area of S2S_-
000 square miles and a population of
about 5.000.000 at the beginning of the
nineteenth century. It starts out in the
twentieth century with an area of 3.*0.-
000 square miles and a population of 90,-
000.000. Only the British, the Russian
and the Chinese empirics cover a larger
space on the world's map than the Unit-
ed State*. Excluding colonies. China
alone of all the world'!? nations exceeds
the United States in dimensions and in-
habitants.

The domain of the United States in this
yesr 1902 passes through all the sones

PRAYER OF THE REPUBLIC.
O Thou God that boldest nations in the hollow of Thy hand
We implore anew Thy blessing on our loved, our native land!

Far and wide our lag is waving over peoples old and new.
Men that scarcely knew its symbols, red and white and starry blue.

On the field of strife and carnage, strewn with wounded and with dead.
Bathed iu blood of dying heroes, waved a banner, flaming red!

Tears of children, wives and mothers, waiting, watching day aud night,
Washed upon the flag of battle, stripes of peace in virgin white!

Steadfast hearts for God and Country made a field of truest blue.
And to guide a Nation’s footsteps, stars of light came shining through!

Red for courage, honor, glory; white for justice, peace and love;
Blue for faith and loyal virtue, stars for light from God above!

In this sign we’ve lived and conquered mountain, plain and tracklesi sea;
Peaceful gaius ami warlike triumphs, all, O God, we owe to Thee!

From a weak and struggling people. Thou hast raised us up to might;
O Thou God of Hosts, we pray Thee, make our strength a shield of right!

Thou hast built this great Republic, outflung over land and sea;
Hold it ever in Thy keeping, sacred refuge of the free!
—Russel M. Seeds

from a point far to the north of the Arc-
tic circle to a point far to the south of
the Tropic of Cancer, and extends almost
down to the equator. The resident of
Alaska sees the north star up near its
zenith. The inhabitant of the Philippine
catches glimpses of the Southern Cross.
The person who travels westward from
the eastern verge of the United States
of to-day to its western boundary line
will make a circuit of almost half the
globe. Except for a few days in mid-
winter, the sun is shining on some part
of the United States through every hour
of the twenty-four.

THE CANNON-CRACKER.

ff
T was a Chinese cracker.

And all clad in glowing
red.

Lay trembling In a
wooden box.

Beside our Tommy'*

sbed-
—

Hfeli l , “To-morrow,” sighed the
cracker,

I(' Bfig “Unless I swiftly fl.v,
I Long ere the shining sun

W I shall most surely
i die!”

Out of the b >x he clam-
bered.

With many a glance of dread.
Where Tommy, dreaming of the Fourth,

Lay tossing on his bed.
The cracker, trembling greatly.

Then hied him to a wood.
And sought a dark and lonely dell.

Where drops of moisture stood.

The woodland creatures gathered.
And gazed, with startled eyes,

And listened to his tale of woe
With murmurs of surprise.

Said the selfish, boastful cracker:
“You see. I used my wits.

Mv brothers in that fatal box
Will all be blown to bits;

“While I, because I reasoned.And dared to act ” Per-BANG!!!
A terrible explosion

Throughout the woodland rang.

It was a frisky firefly
Toyed with that dangling cue;

And Into countless pieces
The cannon-cracker flew!

—St. Nicholas.

THE MECKLENBURG MYTH.
No Declaration Adopted Prior to the

Great Declaration.
The Mecklenburg declaration of inde-

pendence is one of the most persistent of
our myths; but the patient researches of
the historian has uncovered its fallacious
foundation, albeit the people of North
Carolina still religiously celebrate May
’JO as the anni*T7*ar.v of the alleged adop-
tion of the so .a 1;*--! “declaration of inde-
pendence” in 1775.

The Mecklenburg myth owes its origin

to one of the earliest attempts at yellow
journalism made by the American press.
In other words, it was an audacious
"fake,” but 83 fakes were not so com-
mon in early days us now, the Mecklen-
burg fake was taken seriously and oas
become a part of the accepted history of
the country, surviving the lapse of nearly
a century and still retaining a tenacious
bold upon public belief.

TTie story of the Mecklenburg “declar-
ation of independence” delusion Is this:
On April 30. 1819, the Raleigh (N. C.)
Register published five resolutions and an
accompanying statement purporting to
have been written at the time, which said
that the resolutions were adopted on May
JO, 1775. by delegates from the different
parts of Mecklenburg County, North
Carolina, at a meeting in Charlotte, in
that county. The third of these resolu-
tions read thus: “That we do hereby de-
clare ourselves a free and independent
people, and of right ought to be a sov-
ereign and self-governing association, un-
der the control of no power other than
that of our God and the genera! govern-
ment of the Congress: to the maintenance
of which independence we solemnly
pledge to each other our mutual co-opera-
tion. our lives, our fortunes and our most
sacred honor.”

It was a clever invention, circumstan-
tially fortified forty-four years after the
alleged event. But unfortunately tor the
inventors of the yarn. Thomas Jefferson,
John Adams and other prominent mem-
bers of the Continental Congress declar-
ed in 1819 that they never heard Of the
Mecklenburg resolutions. Furthermore.
Dr. Williamson made no mention of it in
his history of North Carolina, and. final-
ly. three months after the alleged adop-
tion of the resolutions, the Legislature
of North Carolina, including the members
from Mecklenburg County, reported a

"test of loyalty” which all the members
signed, and which began with tbed*
words: "We. the subscribers, professing
our allegiance to the King." etc. All of

, Mecklenbnrg County’s representatives in

I the assembly signed this "test of loyalty”
to George HI., and four of these repre-
sentatives were among the reputed sign-

| ers of the alleged paper of May 20 of
that year, two of them being the leaders
in the pretended movement which that
imagined document was said to have
voiced.

Asa matter of fact no community
I adopted a declaration of independence in

I advance of the year of the momentous
| pronoun''eneDt drawn up by Thomas Jef-

| ferson and signed by himself and *'o’.-
leagues of the Continental Congress on

! Jniv 4. 1776- Protests against the pre-
j* _

-.ions of the British government were
made by resolutions in several communi-
ties. but no declaration of independence
of the colonies.

From all of which it appears that yel-

low journalism in its incipient stage was
rather more of a success iu imposing
upon national credulity than is the finish-
ed product of to-da.v. It also proves that
whilst fake journalism has been ampli-
fied. it is no new thing in the laud.

A Literary Courtship.
“There is more in this literary business

than I thought possible,” declared the
young man who is in love. “When my
girl, owing to circumstances over w*Jcn
she had uo control, left for the West, 1
decided that I would follow as sees as I
could earn enough to pay my fare there.

“Some time ago I was in a book store
and chanced to see a book entitled ‘Tarry
Thou Till I Come.’ The thought struck
me that it would be a good hint, so I
purchased the book and sent it to her.
By return mail I received from her ‘The
Right of Way.’ Say, that made me feel
good all over.

“But one month later I was startled
and somewhat puzzled by getting ‘Great
Exp.-ttations,’ and the best way I could
figure n out was that she had met some
one out there with a lot of money and
was trying to break the news to me gent-
ly.

“Yesterday I was knocked all in a heap
by receiving ‘The Crisis.’ I’m going
West to-morrow if I have to ride on a
brakebeam.”—Detroit Free Press.

INDEPENDENT CORPOREAL
DEPENDENCIES.

Said the thumb to the hand as the firework*
sizzed.

On Independence day,
“Unhand me—give me liberty:
I’m tired of this dependency.”
It burst its bonds straightway.

Then the Index fingers, feet and arm*.
Demanded to be free;
And off they went to join the thumb
’Mid the roar of the patriotic bomb, ,

Each an independency.

Should Begin at Home.
“Ugh!” remarked Chief Man-Who-

Eats-Salt-Horse. “Big white chief say
poor Indian must not paint face any
more.”

“Ugh!” commented Thunder-in-the-
Middle-of-the-Afternoon. “Heap tough.
Why don’t white man try scheme on his
wife first? Heap ’fraid—that’s why.”

And the noble red men resumed the
discussion of the proper amount of fire-
wood to be carried by a squaw and the
proper amount of firewate rto be car-
ried by a chief.—Baltimore American.

The Literal Mind.
Bachelor—You look tired, old man.
Benedict—Yes, I’ye been up every

night with the baby. She’s been cutting
her teeth.

Bachelor—Cutting her teeth! Why in
blazes didn’t you take the knife away
from her?

Dried Crackers.

Frightened Mamma Why, Willie,
what are yon er doin’?

Willie—Nawthin’; only I found some er
my fireworks that 1 had left over from
de Fourth: got er little damp out in de
yard and I was er dryin’ ’em out in the
oven—and I guess they’re all dry by now.

Local Trouble.
“John,” said the doctor’s wife, "my

tongue looks very bad this morning.”
“Ah!” exclaimed the doctor, “over-

work, no doubt.”
“But, really I am not overworked. Yon

know that ”

“I was not referring to yon, but your
tongue.”—Philadelphia Press.

Filial Affection.
Casey—Fifty dollars O’Brien spint try-

in’ to git his mother-in-law out av pur-
gatory.

Daly—Fifty dollars?
Casey—Th’ same! He si* he wants to

git her out before he goes in. if ti kin be
done!—Pnek.

Was Not Scented.
The unsophisticated old woman asked

a druggist the other day if he had any
soap. “Yes, ma’am,” he replied. “Do
you want It scented or unscented?"

“Well,” she replied, “bein’ it’s so small,
I guess I’ll take it along with me.”—New
Orleans Times-Demoerat.

Mercantile Patriotism.

“1 *Abt 1 tood bay dat daisy frag,
but I *a’y dot five cents. Tac’t you sell

j it for drt?"
I “My dear little sir. PR never lower th*
{ Sura aud Stripea.”

m b* repealed when the future s un-
fohh'd to the view of the historian of
tfto American republic.

. Turning Back the tear*.
’.ruing back 126 years, we find that

ife* Fourth of July was a date fraiight
.th the fate of men and nation*. It
was a time when, as the homely philoso-
pher Franklin said, the patriots must
"trey together or hang separately.

H is well to remember this, if for to

rear* reason than to remind ns that
things which haTe a beginning may have
mm end. and a nation which was founded
a tan struggle of man for ctTil i berty

maty be overthrown by man's insatiate
greed for glory.

That was a solemn and momentous
joaiher.Bg in Phi'adelphia a century aui
, *s*rter ago. Many things have hap
pwi since then. Much progress has
ares made in applied arts and sciences,
ps 4iscovery. in invention and in cotamer-
ewi and industrial development. Pro-
prsH has also been made in eaiightea-

THE BADGES STATE.

NEWS OF THE WEEK CONCISELY
CONDENSED.

Prohibitionists Nominate State Ticket
—Three Men Drown Off Milwaukee—
Racine Man Myterioualjr Wounded —

Attexn pt to Burn ChurchFails.
\

The Prohui.l,,. State convention in
Milwaukee selected a full ticket. "he
platform adopted declares it to bo “our
profound eonvietion that annihilation and
complete overthrowof the legalised sa-
loon system and the absolute prohibition
of manufacture, sale, importation, expor-
tation and transportation of intoxicating
liquors for beverage purposes is the one
paramount political issue before the
American people.” The ticket is made
up thus: Governor, E. W. Drake; Lieu-
tenant Governor, Wesley Mott; Secre-
tary of State, John C. Martin; Treasurer,
Dr. Henry A. Russell; Attorney General.
Charles L. Allen; Superintendent Public
Instruction. L. V. Collins; Railroad Com-
missioner. H. H. Churchill; Insurance
Commissioner, Hans H. Moe.

Boat Upsets; Three Drown.
Three men were drowned by the over-

turning of a boat in which they were
fishing in Lake Michigan off the Milwau-
kee water works. Jacob Beyer. Chicago
book agent, aged 50 years; Joseph Gree-
ley, New York, book agent, aged 50
years; W. F. C. Falbe, Milwaukee, law-
yer, aged 45 years. The men, accom-
panied by 12-year-o!d Charles Tuschel,
were in a small rowboat. They got up
to exchange seats and the boat tipped
over. The boy crawled up on the bottom
of the boat and was rescued by a boa:
which put out from the Yacht Club
Louse. When the rescuers arrived the
three men had suuk.

Prospectors Strike Copper.
Prospectors who have been working in

northern Burnett Co> nt.v since Febru-
ary have struck eoppei in paying quan-
tities. The rock shows ttbG per cent cop-
per. while 1 per cent is enough o pay
dividends. The Federal Copper Com-
pany has sunk several shafts and build-
ings with steam pumps and other mining
apparatus are being put up. The com-
pany owns 1,100 acres of land in Bur-
nett and Douglas counties, 'l4O acres be-
ing located on the St. Croix range, which
is, according to geological reports, a west-
ern outcropping of the Ke veenaw or
Michigan range.

Mobbed for Stopping; Game.
Mark Syverson, president of the East-

ern Monroe Coifnty Fair Association,
stopped a baseball game on the fair
grounds at Tomah Sunday afternoon and
was mobbed by the players and specta-
tors. If he had not been surrounded by
a dozen or more of his friends, who kep:
back the crowd, he would have been
roughly handled, for the crowd was i'i
an ugly temper. The game was between
employes of the Tomah Cash Mercantile
Company and the C. A. Goodyear saw-
mill. The action is the indirect result of
the closing of the saloons on Suuday by
Mayor Nuzum.

Incendiaries Fire a Church.
Incendiaries tried to burn the Kingsley

Methodist Episcopal Church at Milwau-
kee. They pried opeu a window, broke
into the library, took Bibles and hymn
books from the shelves, tore them up,
and scattered them all over the floor of
the church and up into the pulpit. They
then threw matches over the floor and
saturated the paper with oil. The fire
was started and the men made good their
escape. The fire did not nurn the church
because of a heavy covering on the floor
which did not catch quickly.

Will Not Tell Who Shot Him.
With a bullet in his right breast Thos.

M. Jones, a prominent business man of
Racine, refuses to give the name of the
man who shot him. Physicians arc
alarmed. Jones and a companion went
to the farm of John Richardson to shoot
blackbirds. Jones was shot through the
right breast. Neither he nor his com-
panion will talk about the affair and phy-
sicians who are in attendance will say
nothing. It is claimed that the shooting
was accidental.

God Told Her to Kill.
Because, as she claims, "God told her

to,” Mrs. Matt Shelp of Marsh Rapids
killed her little baby. The woman says
she had a vision in which the

/

Lord told
her to end the life of the little babe. She
complied and administered carbolic acid
to the child. The deadly poison soon took
effect and the child died in awful agony
from the effects of the poison a short
time afterwards. The woman >s sup-
posed to be insane.

State Items of Interest.
Two girls were drowned in the mill

pond at Kingston. They were out riding

on the pond, when the boat capsized and
both were thrown into the water.

Ed Johnson was struck by a falling
tree at the camp of the Red Cliff Lum-
ber Company near Bayfield and died.
It is not known where he came from.

The annual meeting of the Walworth
County Old Settlers’ Society wgs held at
the fair grounds in Elkhom. The an-
nual address will be made by Rev. Hen-
ry C. Miller.

At Shell Lake Barney Wall was sen-
tenced by Justice Ryan to five years in
the reform school. The lad stole money
at the Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis
and Omaha office. He pleaded guilty.

A carload of orphans, numbering about
seventy-five, were brought to Bayfield
from the East. The choildren were dis-
tributed among the residents of the town
and thirty-six were given to the half-
breed Indians on the Red Cliff reserva-
tion. The children refused to stay with
the Indians, as they claimed they were
being mistreated, and new homes with
local families were found for them.

Miss Martha Anderson, a Brod lead
young lady, had quite a novel experience
. hile on her way home one eveniug.
While walking along she felt a stinging
sensation on her right ankie. She did
not think anything about it, but simply
rubbed her foot against the ankle and
kept on walking. Soon afterwards she
experienced the same pain on her ankle.
She stooped down and upon examining

her ankle she found a garter snake tight-
ly wound around her leg. Miss Ander-
son snceeeded in ridding herself of the
reptile without sustaining any serious
results.

While moving a house an his farm at
the lower end of Prairie du Chien Her-
man Stuckey, a fanner, found concealed
near a chimney between the walls a plusli
case containing a gold necklace, ear-
rings. bracelet and a lot of other jewel-
ry. The house is a very old one and has
been occupied by many families.

The Illinois Steel Company wins out in
its suit against the Jones Island squat-

ters. the Supreme Court reversing the
decision of the Mil vaukee Circuit Court
in favor of the latter. The decision holds
that the steel company, at the time of
the commencement of the action was the
owner of the premises in dispute by title
under government patent.

The 5-year-old son of a Polish settler
named Jamonka, living in the northern
part of Chippewa County, shot his 11-
months-old sister as she lay in the cradle.
Jamonka had returned from hunting and
had put the loaded shotgun ia a corner.
The boy picked up the gun and it was
accidentally discharged in his hands.

The corner stone of the nev Baptist
Church was laid in Kenosha. Many mem-
bers of the denomination attended the ex-
ercises. The structure will cost in the
neighborhood of J20.00U when complet-
ed, and replaces the one destroyed by
fire less than a year ago. Nearly all the
funds needed for the euilding have been
subscribed.

The Wisconsin Optica! Society will hold
its semi-annual meeting in Oshkosh July
29 and 30.

The sawmill aud lumber yards and a
number of Northwestern cars were burn-
ed at Elcho.

At Ashland Buck O'Donnell was found
dead in a lodging house, llis home is at
Kingston. Can.

Bam Balkie, aged 12 yeaw. was drown-
ed :n a swimming pond at t*he old Shore’s
mine. Iron Bolt.

The furniture combine, recently form-
ed at Chicago, is said to have been dis-
solved as a good many Wisconsin firms
refused to join.

Lightnir<* destroyed the barn of Wil-
liam Scheffier near Cambridge. Out- span
of horses jHTished in the building. The
loss was quite heavy.

Edward Bauer, a boy 12 years oi! age.
who had run away from his home it. Osh-
kosh. was found at Mauitowoe unJ re-
turned to his parents.

The Linderman Box and Veneer Com-
pany's conveyor, containing 2.000.000
feet of lumber and the company's office,
was burned at Eau Claire.

Around Barron eleven sheep have been
killed by wolves in ten days. The farm-
ers have procured hounds and have start-
ed a war of extermination.

Two horses belonging to L. Glazer. a
resident in the town of Harrison, were
killed by lightning. The two animals
were lying near a barb wire fence.

The students of Beloit College present-
ed “The Frogs’’ to a large and appre-
ciative audience, including persons of
prominence from various parts of t!a?
State.

Natural gas has been discovered on the
farm of Charles Weaver in the town of
Chester. The gas was struck while
Weaver was engaged digging a well on
his farm.

At East Framington a horse thief stole
Rev. C. Kleinlein's horse, harness, robes
and fur coat. At the same place he
stole Rev. Father Ivlop’s buggy, harness
and robes.

Mike Falasky. a Marshfield farmer,
committed suicide by shooting himself in
the head while temporarily insane. He
w as 40 years old and leaves a wife and
five children.

La Crosse City Council granted the
La Crosse and Eastern Electric Railway
Company, which is constructing a road
to Viroqua. a perpetual franchise to op-
erate within the city limits.

The Forest Park Hotel at Nashota was
burned to the ground and the historic
Red Circle and the Wagner House were
scorched. An explosion of a gasoline
stove caused the accident.

The indications for a large yield of
cpples, which were very favorable earlier
in the season, have disappeared with the
appearance of a peculiar kind of blight
which has affected the trees.

Mrs. Theresa Lucas and Engelbert
Schoenberger eloped. The former is the
wife of Joseph Lucas, a fanner residing
near (Hidden, and the latter a farm
hand employed on Mr. Lucas’ farm.

The election to have been held on the
nroposition of Waunakee joining with
Westport in the establishment of a town-
ship high school has been withdrawn by
the board on account of Westport vot-
ing against it.

Owing to the rapid spread of typhoid
fever the schools of Monroe have been
closed by ordtr of the hoard of health.
Churches. Sunday schools and the public
library have been closed and public gath-
erings of all kinds prohibited.

Middleton was visited by a terrific elec-
tric storm. Lightning struck six times
in or near the village during the storm.
The most damage was done to the Ger-
man Lutheran Church, the steeple b<-’ng
destroyed aud a large hole torn in the
roof.

Witiiam, the 10-year-oIJ son of Fred-
erick Smith of Caledonia, was severely
cut by n Bcythe. All ten-
dons of the left band weri severed, the
wrist joint opened up and the bony con-
nection of the little fingers with the
hand severed.

F. .T. Blake, manager of {lie Rice foun-
dry in Stevens Point, is said to have se-
cured an option on GOO acres of land on
the Wisconsin at Bancroft, where he will
erect a big plant, which will employ over
100 men. He proposes to build anew
town at the place.

Ferdinand Vothe, a Prairie du Chien
clam digger, found a round white pearl,
which he sold to I’. O. Heide, known as
the “pearl king,” for S7OO, also a bo-
roque pearl for $l5O. Vothe has worked
at this industry for three weeks and has
made S9OO in that time.

Chief of Police Dowling of Oshkosh
has been notified that Charles Woodruff,
who it is alleged took three watches nnd
some other jewelry belonging to L. Ep-
stein and some money belonging to Com-
pany B, before leaving the city on March
3, has been arrested at Wilkesbarre, Pa.

Four large mounds near Ellis Junction
on the property formerly' owned by the
Wisconsin Club on the west shore of
Lake Noqueby are causing considerable
comment. The property is now’ owned by
Gus Bean. Excavations have brought
to view hundreds of skeletons of human
beings.

The 4-year-old child of A. W. Nelson,
who lives on a farm four miles south
of West Superior, was found at a house
seven miles from home, after hundreds
of searchers had scoured the woods in
search of him. The boy spent a day and
a night alone in the woods. He says he
ate grass when hungry.

United States Deputy Marshal John-
son arrested Otto Jaehkel at Trevor. The
prisoner is wanted for securing $38,700
from Englebert. Hardt & Cos. of New
York, Berlin and Buenos Ayres. It is
alleged his plan was concocted in Buenos
Ayres, where he was employed by the
firm, and was carried into effect in Ham-
burg and Paris. Since securing the
money he has eluded his pursuers by
traveling in the United States and Mex-
ico.

Considerable excitement was caused at
Manitowoc by the burning of the tents
of the Norris & Rowe's show. The cause
of the fire was the careless use of a
burning torch, one of the employes of the
circus falling asleep and allowing the
torch to burn.

There have been no further develop-
ments in the investigation of the hazing

bee which resoi’vd in the wounding of
Philip Koppiin at Madison. Hermann
has been exonerated and as the name* of
his assailants have not Je-en ItUMd it is
probable that nothing more will be done
in the matter,.

Leslie Lindsley, aged 12. of Marinette,
while playing wjjfh a revolver in the
absence of his parents, pointed the weap-
on at bis fa 1 ’Here gees noth-
ing.” The bulies passed through his
cheek, coming out near the ear. The
boy ran to a hospital calling for aid. He
will recover.

Mrs. George W. Parker of Lima town-
ship. while her grandmother and her 7-
year-old daughter were asleep, went into
a chicken coop, poured a quart of kero-
sene over herself and then ignited it.
Mrs. Parker read an account of the sui-
cide of a woman in a simitar manner a
few days ago and ’•emarked how terrible
a death it was.

An old man tried to stab himself with
a pocket knife at the Omaha stati.-n at
Eaa Claire, but was seized and locked
up. He seemed demented, declared he
was wicked and wanted to die. He gave
the name of Diets and said his borne was
at Menominee.

Ada Baihle, 17 years old, daughter of
Rev. G. R&ihie, pastor of the German
Methodict Church in Chippewa Falla,
was drowned in Young’s mill pond, sev-
en miles from there. Miss Louise Jose
was with Miss Baihle in a boat. The
two became frightened when the boat
rocked and both jumped overboard. Miss
Jose, saved herself after a desperate
straggle.

Irrigating a Farm Gc.rdeii.
Many farmers feel so sure ol success

with artificial catering thi;t :hev are
putting down artesian wellls and in-
tend to build reservoirs as s>on as pos-
sible, the past dry seasons causing
them to realize the necessity oi a most
constant supply of moisture. Nearly
all the wells are 2 inches lii diameter
and cost from 50 to SO ce ils j*er foot.
The flow amounts to front -5 to So
gallons per minute. Due llVjj-btch well
that cost S2OO and is 295 feet deep
flows about 1.300 gallons per minute,
though the amount has nev.ir been ac-
curately measured. 1. is tlhoi ght the
flow of some wells near this 1; rge one
has diminished and it Is possible that
the artesian water supply may be lim-
ited.

A few fields have been flooded or
“wet up” direct from these wells dur-
ing the fall and winter, and; have pro-
duced the following season, 25 to 30
fiushels of wheat to the acre, and other
crops in proportion, while fields not so
treated produced less thnn half this
amount. Irrigation here Is largely con-
fined to gardens, the walei* in most
cases being used direct from the wells,

a few farmers have :reservoirs
which aid in the economical bse of the
water, thus giving much better results.
One garden has been irrigated five
years nnd is producing all kinds of
vegetables in nliundanee acid of flue
quality. A few gardens have- been
watered by wind-pumps. Tills method
gives excellent results, especially where
a small reservoir is used. Other gar-

AN ARTESIAN WATER SI’PPLT.

dens have been watered by pumping
from streams. This mode of irrgutlon
must necessarily be limited, as the
amount of water In streams is very
small during a dry time. In fact. I
have seen it almost dry.

The water is usually run between
the rows of the various crops, some-
times between every row, or at. most
every third or fourth row. The plan
proposed Is to have main ditches, with
several sets of laterals dividing the
fields Into squares, varying in size ac-
cording to the slope of the land. In-
stead of ditches for the second set of
laterals, back furrows may have to be
substituted if the fields have much
slope, for the water is too valuable to
permit of waste. The Illustration
shows how a few “catch” the water
from artesian wells. It may be dis-
tributed as best suits the gardener or
farmer.—L. G. Hendricks, iu Farm and
Home.

The Gradus Pea.
Those who find the best profit in rais-

ing the wrinkled varieties of pen* will
be glad to have the Gradus, shown in
the illustration. Not only is the quality
of this variety equal to that of any
wrinkled sort, but it is better than any
of the smooth sorts that are early in
season. The Gradus combines quality
with extra earliness and extreme pro-
ductiveness. Most of the wrinkled sorts
are rather tender, but this variety may
be planted as early as any of the
sm,ootli sorts without injury, and ;s

said to be the oily wrinkled variety
with which ti ls can be done. The
growth of the vine Is strong and
healthy, nnd the bearing qualities are
of the best. The penis are large, hold-
ing from eight to ten peas. While the

THE GKADI'S PEA.

sort is comparatively new, It has been
tested qultet extensively, nnd if it does
as well generally as in the localities
where it has been tested it will be an
acquisition.

Deep PJowinsc.
We used to believe In what we read

when young about the value of plow-
ing deep to bring up the fertility that
had leached down through the Btirface
soil into the subsoil. Our opinion was
changed when we tested the deep
plowing upon a Held with a clay sub-
soil that we planted with corn. Later
experiments have more thoroughlycon-
vinced us that deep plowing, by which
we mean a depth of more than four to
six inches, is seldom beneficial iu this
climate, whatever it may be la other
sections of the country. The crojus like
corn, that like to spread their roots
near the surface where the soil is
warmed by the sun. certainly do not
need to have the earth stirred very
deeply for them, while those tint rend
their roots down into the subsoil as

onions, clover, beets, etc., can do so
almost through the hardest subsoil or
anything excepting a gravel in which
there is no moisture.—American Culti-
vator.

Keeping Old Hoy.
We used to say that old hay well kept

in the barn was lietter than money at
interest, but the following paragraph
from an exchange leads us to think bat
it Is possible to keep !t too long for
profit. A fhrmer It; Uioot la, N 11.. has
been feeding out bay I<* bis stock this
spring which wax harvested In the
spring of 1857—forty-five years ago.
This hay is yet clean aad bright, being
in every way as handsome and perfect
as When pnt Info the barn. We do not

remember the price of nay in 1857. but
atwut l(v>7 we sold hay of our own ’ur-

Ing at about SOO per ton. But if that
hay was worth but S2O per ton fo*ty-
flre years ago. and had been sold and
the money placed at Interest, h wcnld
have 1>ought a great deal of hay 'his
ppring. while at compound interest Lh •

price of a ton would have.been enough
by this time to aave paid for a pretty
good New Hampshire farm. W hile is
not a good idea to sell out so closely on

| not: perishable produce as to be obliged
i to buy again before another crop can be

I harvested, we think forty-five years is
i toe long to hold t crop. We used to like

| to sell when we could get a fair price.
| and just retain what we thought might

[ lie , needed at home.—Massachusetts
Ploughman.

Guessing; and Knowing.
Thousands of farmers have guessed

j It did not pay to feed, and so have let
their cows dry up nearly, destroying all
profit iu milk for the entire year. To
who read, think and don’t guess any
more than they can help have kept
their herds up ro the usual standard.
Their verdict is that it has paid a good
profit to do this. The others are look-
ing ahead with gloomy eyes. O, no! .*

don’t pay to be a reading farmer” ItI connection with the foregoing th->
| dairyman quotes The following as illus
i tratiug that knowledge is better than
guessing at things: “The Kansas exper
intent station at a •went test found
that counting wheat at $1 per 100
pounds, cottonseed meal at $1.50, and
rating butter at 17 cents per pound, and
placiug theValue of skim milk against
the hauling, there would be a very
handsome profit In the transactlou;
therefore, that it would pay farmers a
greet deal better to purchase cotton
seed meal and increase the amount
both of wheat straw and ground wheat
and thus keep their cows in milk, avoid-
ing the shutting of the creamery with
till the evil results which follow.”
Hoard's Dairyman.

Sorghum for (Stock Feeding.
Any farmer who can grow coru suc-

cessfully can succeed with sorghum,
and will find it a decided addition to
the winter supply of stock food, al-
though those without a great deal of
experience with it seem to think it
can be used to advantage only as a
supplement to the pasture. To grow
sorghum successfully the soil must he
put in good condition, broken up deep
and well prepared. Make the seed bed
tine and sow the seed any time this
month. Grown for hay, the seed !•

sown broadcast at the rate of two
bushels per acre and harrowed lu, but
it is better to grow it in rows two or
three feet apart, the latter distance
being preferable, enabling one to culti-
vate with the horse. When grown In
rows the culture should be the same
as with corn, and the plot should be
kept free from weeds. Stock of all
kinds eat sorghum readily aud It will
pay to experiment with a small plot
of it tills season. In feeding it. as
with ell foods that are new to the ani-
mal;, it should be given in small quan-
tities at first until the animals get
used to It.

An Underground Cistern.
Mrs. Lou Detwller, of O'Brien Coun-

ty, writes lowa Homestead: “Will you
please give a good plan for an under-

ground cistern? I
would like one so
the pump can be In

Ija the house.” To this
JjTr i the editor of the

__ Unm Homestead replies:■ *“A cistern is bull*.
' f 4"" according to the

Vy customary methods
1 with an inlet for
I fp/J the rain water. In

the bottom or to c.-.e
side of the cistern Is built a Alter,
which couslstae of a solid brick wall
made of soft brick. A lead pipe leads
from tills to the cistern pump In lue
kitchen. All cisterns should be provided
with an overflow pipe to let off the sur-
plus water in times of flood. We find
this r. better plan than to depend oil

cutting off the flow in the inlet, as that
will sometimes be neglected.”

Select Good Seed.
Replanting in the field Is obnoxious U

the farmers, hence they should select
good seed. When plants are missing in
the hills or rows the appearance of the
field Is not attractive. It is oetter and
cheaper to buy selected seed than to
perforin the labor of replanting that
which would be unnecessary nnd which
could be prevented by making a proper
beginning. The failure to properly pre-
pare the ground, too little care given to
the covering of the seeds nnd economiz
ing in the use of seeds are also causes
of loss.

Trimming Plum Trees.
The trimming of plum trees Is simi-

lar to that of the peach. I)o not trim
a plum tree for two or three years, as
the little shoots bear the first fruit,
nnd let them remain until you have
had a good crop. Afterward trim the
trees systematically, says Mr. Hklll-
man, a successful New Jersey plum
grower.

Farm Note*.
Bordeaux mixture controls downy

mildew on lima beans.
A haphazard, go-easy way in farm-

ing Is not going to bring a big profit
this year.

Make the boy's interest In the farm
so profitable that he will be anxlons to
make farming bin life work.

Chicory culture was started by Ixmg
Island farmers several years ago, but
it did not pay and has been abandoned.

The farmer as well as tlie business
man who Is going to forge to the front
these times is the one who thinks and
plans.

Broom corn should have frequent
cultivation till the plants ar® two feet
high. Then the cultivation may b*
stopped unless is ceiled to retain nmi®*-
ure.

It ban been demonstrated that in tb*
sections where thorough drainage la
practiced larger crops are produced,
and at l“ss cost than wher drainage is
neglected.

The currant wrtn is ready to liegin
work on the first approach of warm
weather Powdered hellebore is tbe
remedy, which may Is* u**d with
water or applied in the dry condition,
while tie leaves are damp from rain
or dew.

String bean* can tie obtained during
the retire summer by planting once a
month for successive supplies. The
seed germinate-! quickly in warm
weather, ami the plants grow rapidly.
They eaa also be extensively grown
for pi< king.

Wbea the old strawberry beds are
out of use plow' them under for iate
cabbage or turnips. If preferred the
land may ren-aUi for a garden plot
next i pring. but if such is preferred
the had mu** Is; seed. Laic In the
fall ct-ver th bed* with manure and
plow the plot am ipring.


