
The Riser’s Daughter
By HONRE DE BALZAC

CHAPTER XXL—(Continued.)
“P. S.—l inclose a check for eight

thousand francs, payable in gold to your
order, comprising the capital and interest
of the sum you were so kind as to ad-
vance me. I am expecting a case from
Bordeaux which contains a few things
which you must allow me to send you as
a token of my unceasing gratitude. You
can send my dressing case by the dili-
gence to the Hotel d’Aubricn. ’

“By the dilingence!” cried Eugenie,
“when I would have given my life for
it a thousand times!”

Terrible and complete of
hope; the vessel had gone down, there
was not a spar, not a plank in the vast
ocean. She raised her eyes to the sky.
There was nothing left to her now but
to live prayerfully till the day of her
deliverance should come and the soul
spread its wings for heaven.

“My mother was right,” he said,
weeping. “Suffer—and die.”

She went slowly into the house, avoid-
ing the passage; but when she came into
The old gray parlor, it was full of mem-
ories of her cousin. On the chimney-
piece there stood a certain china saucer,
which he had used every morning, and
the old Sevres sugar basin.

It was to be a memorable and event-
ful day for Eugenie. Nanon announced
the cure. He was related to the Cru-
chots, and therefore in the interests of
the President de Bonfons. For some
days past the Abbe had urged the cure
to speak seriously to Mile, Grandet about
the duty of marriage. Eugenie fancied
that he had come for the thousand
francs which she gave him every month
for the poor, and sent Nanou for the
money; but the curate began with a
smile. “To-day, mademoiselle, I have
come to take counsel with you about a
poor girl in whom all Saumur takes an
interest, and who. through lack of char-
ity to herself, is not living as a Chris-
tian should.”

“M. le Cure, just now I can think of
nobody but myself. I am very misera-
ble, my only refuge is iu the church; her
heart is large enough to hold all human
sorrows, her love so inexhaustible that
we need never fear to drain it dry.”

“Well, mademoiselle, when we speak
of this girl, we shall speak of you. List-
en! If you would fain work out your
salvation, there are but two ways open
to you; you must either leave the world
or live in the world and submit to its
laws—you must choose between the
earthly and the heavenly vocation.”

“Ah! your voice speaks to me when
I need to hear a voice. Yes, heaven has
sent you to me. I will bid the world
farewell, and live in silence and seclu-
sion.”

“But. my daughter, you should think
long and prayerfully before taking so
strong a measure. Marriage is life, and
the convent is death.”

“Yes, dentil. Ah, if death would only
come quickly. M. le Cure,” she said, with
dreadful eugerness.

“Death? But you have great obliga-
tions to fulfill toward society, mademoi-
selle. There is your family of poor, to
whom you give clothes and firing in win-
ter and work in summer. Your great
fortune is a loan, of which you must
give an account one day. You have
always looked on it as a sacred trust. It
would be selfish to bury yourself in a
convent, and you ought not to live alone
iu the world. In the first place, how can
you endure the burden of your vast for-
tune alone? You might lose it. You
will be involved in endless litigation; you
will find yourself iu diffieultties from
which you will not be able to extricate
yourself. Take your pastor’s word, a
husband is useful; you ought not to lose
what God has given unto your charge. I
speak to yon as a cherished lamb of my
flock. You love God too sincerely to
find hindrance to your salvation iu the
world; you are one of its fairest orna-
ments, and should remain in it as an ex-
ample of holiness.”

At this point Mme. des Grassins was
announced. The banker’s wife was
smarting under a grievous disappoint-
ment and thirsted for revenge.

“Mademoiselle ” she began. “Oh!
M. le Cure is here—I will say no more,
then. I came to speak about some mat-
ters of business, but I see you are deep
In something else.”

“Madame,” suid the cure, “I leave
the field to you.”

“Oh! M. le Cure, pray come back
again; I stand in great need of your help
just now.”

“Yes. indeed, my poor child!” said
Mme. des Grassins.

"What do you mean?” asked Eugenie
and the cure both together.

“Do you suppose that I haven’t heard
that your cousin has come back and is
going to marry Mile. d'Aubrion? A
woman doesn’t go about with her wits in
her pocket.”

CHAPTER XXII.
Eugenie was silent, there was a red

flush on her face, but she made up her
mind at once that henceforward no one
should learn anything from her, and
looked as impenetrable as her father
used to do.

“Woll, madame,” she said, with a
tinge of bitterness in her tones, “it seems
that I. at any rate, carry my wits in my
pocket, for I am quite at a loss to un-
derstand you. Speak out and explain
yourself.”

“Well. then, mademoiselle, see , for
yourself what des Grassing says, tlere
is the letter.”

Eugenie read:
"My l>ear Wife--Charles Grandot has

returned from the ludies, and has beeu
in I’aris these two months

“Two months!” said Eugenie to her-
self. and her hand fell .to her side. After
s moment she went on reading.

“I had to dance attendance on hint,
and called twice before the future Comte
d'Aubrion would condescend to see me.
All Patis is talking about bis marriage,
and the banns are published ”

“And he wrote to me after that?” Eu-
genie said to herself. She did not round
off the sentence as a Parisienne would
have done, with “Wretch that he is!' 1
but her scorn was not .one whit the less
because it was unexpressed.

—“but it will be a good while yet be-
fore he marries: it is not likely that the
Marquis d'Aubrion will give his daugh-
ter to the son of a bankrupt wine mer-
chant. I called and told him of all the
trouble we had been at. his uncle am! 1.
in the matter of liis father’s failure, and
of our clever dodges that had kept the
creditors quiet so far. The insolent puppy
had the effrontery to say to me that his
father's affairs were not his! There is
something that he does owe. however,
and that the law suail make him pay,
that is to say, twelve hundred thousand
franca to his father’s creditors, and 1
shall declare his father bankrupt. I
mixed myself no in this affair on the
word of that old crocodile of a Graudet,
and I have given promises in the name
of the family. M. le Comte d’Aubrion
may not care for his honor, but I care a
good de*i for mine! So I shall just
explain my position to the creditor*.
Still, I have too much respect lor Mile.
Eugenie to take any steps before you
have spoken to her ”

There Eugenie paused, and quietly re-
turned the letter.

“I am obliged to you," she said to
Mtne. des Grassins. “We shall see

’’

“Your void' was exactly like your
father’s just then.” exclaimed Mac. des

* Grassins.
Mile. Grandet went up to her father’s

room and spent the day there by herself;
she would not even come down to dinner,
though Nanon begged and scolded. She
appeared in the evening at the hour
when the usual company began to arrive.
Hr* gray parlor in the Grandets' house

had never been so well filled as it was
that night. Every soul in the town
knew by that time of Charles’ faithless-
ness and ingratitude; but their inquisi-
tive curiosity was not to be gratified.
Eugenie was a little late, but no one
saw any traces of the cruel agitation
through which she had passed; she could
smile benigniy in reply to compassionate
looks and words.

About 9 o’clock the card players drew
away from the tables. Just as there was
a general move iu the direction of the
door, an unexpected development took
place; the news of it rang through Sau-
mur for days after.

“Please stay, M. le President.”
There was not a person in the room

who did not thrill with excitement at
the words; M. de Bonfons, who was
about to take bis cane, turned quite
white and sat down again.

“The President takes the millions,”
said Mile, de Gribeaueourt.

"It is quite clear that President de
Bonfons is going to marry Mile. Gran-
det,” cried Mme. d’Orsonval.

“M. le President,” Eugenie began, in
an unsteady voice, as soon as they were
alone, “I know what you care about in
me. Swear to leave me free till the end
of my life, to claim none of the rights
which marriage will give you over me,
and my hand is yours. Oh!” she said,
seeing him about to fall on his knees,
“I have not finished yet. I must tell
you frankly that there are memories in
my heart which can never be effaced;
that friendship is all that I can give
my husband; I wish neither to affront
him nor to be disloyal to my own heart.
But you shall only have my hand and
fortune at the price of an immense ser-
vice which I want you to do me.”

"Anything, I will do anything,” said
the president.

“Here are fifteen hundred thousand
francs, M. le President,” she said, draw-
ing from her bodice a certificate for a
hundred shares in the Bank of France;
“will you set out for Paris? You must
not even wait till the morning, but go
at once, to-night. You must go straight
to M. des Grassins, ask him for a list
of my uncle's creditors, call them togeth-
er and discharge all outstanding claims
upou Guillaume Grandet’s estate. Let
the creditors have capital and interest
at 5 per cent from the uay the debts
were contracted to the present time; and
see that iu every case a receipt in full is
given. Yon are a magistrate, you are
the only person whom 1 feel I can trust
iu such a case. You are a gentleman
and a man of honor; you -have given me
your word, protected by your name,
I will ma> .ne perilous voyuge of life.
We shall ow how to make allowances
for each other, for we have been ac-
quainted so long that it is almost as if
we were related, and I am sure you
would not wish to make me unhappy.”

The president fell on his knees at the
feet of tna rich heiress in a paroxysm
of joy.

“I will bo your slave!” he said.
“When all the receipts are in jour

possession, sir,” she went on, looking
quietly at him, “you must take them, to-
gether with the bills, to my cousin Gran-
det, and give them to him with this
letter. When you come back, I will keep
my word.”

The president understood the state of
affairs perfectly well. “She is accept-
ing me out of pique,” he thought, and
he hastened to do Mile. Grandet’s bid-
ding with nil possible speed, for fear
seme chance might bring about a recon-
ciliation between the lovers.

CHAPTER XXIII.
As soon ns M. de Bonfons left her

Eugenie sank into her chikir nnd burst
into tears. All was over, and this was
the end.

The president traveled post to Paris
and reached his journey’s end on the
following evening. The next morning
he went to des Grassins, nnd arranged
for a* meeting of the creditors. Every
man of them appeared.

M. de Bonfons, in Mile. Grandet’s
name, paid down the money in full, both
capital nnd interest. It was an amazing
pertent, a nine days’ wonder in the busi-
ness world of Paris. After the whole
affair li.nl been wound up, and when
des Grassins had received fifty thousand
francs for his services, the president, be-
took himself to the Hotel d’Aubrion,
and was lucky enough to find Charles at
home, and in disgrace with his future
futher-in-law. Tlio old marquis had just
informed that gentleman that until Guilr
laume Graudet’s creditors were satisfied
a marriage with his daughter was not to
be thought of. To Charles, thus de-
spondeut, the president delivered the fol-
lowing letter:

“Dear Cousin—M. le President de
Bonfons has undertaken to hand you a
discharge of all claims ngninst my un-
cle’s estate. I heard rumors of bank-
ruptcy, and it occurred to me that diffi-
culties might possibly arise as a conse-
quence in the matter of your marriage
with Mile. d’Aubrion. Yes, cousin, you
arc quite right about my tastes ami man-
ners; I have lived, as yon say, so entirely
out of the work], that I know nothing
of its ways or its calculations, and ray
companionship could never make up to
you for the loss of the pleasures that you
look to find in society. I hope that you
will he liappy according to the social con-
ventions to which you have sacrificed
jour early love. The only thing in my
power lo give you to eomplete your hap-
piness is your father’s good name. Fure-
vell; you will always find a faithful
friend in your cousin.

“EUGENIE.”
In spite of himself an exclamation

broke from the man of social ambitions
when his eyes fell tin the discharge and
receipts. The president smiled.

“We can each announce our mar-
riage,” said he.

"Oh! you are to marry Eugenie! Well,
I am glad to hear it: she is a kind-
hearted girl. Why!” struck with a sud-
den luminous idea, "she must be rich?”

“Four days ago she had about nine-
teen millions.’* the president said, with
n malicious twinkle in his eyes; “lo-
dnv she has only seventeen."

Charles was dumfounded; he stared at
the president.

•'Seventeen mil ”

“Seventeen millions. Yes. sir; when
we are married Mile. Grandet anil I shall
muster seven hundred and fifty thou-
sand livres a year between us.”

"Mr dear cousin,” said Charles, with
.*<>me return of assurance, "we shall be
able to push each other’s fortune."

"Certainly." said the president. “There
is something else here." he added.
little case that 1 was to give only into
your hands." and he set down a l*ox
containing the dressing case upon the
♦able.

The door opened, and in came Mine,
la Marquise d'Aubrion: the great lady
seemed to be unaware of Cmcbot’s ex-
istence. "Look here, dear!" she said;

"never uiind what that absurd M. and An-
brion ha been saving to you. I repeat

it. there is nothing to prevent your mar-
riage ”

.

“Nothing, madame." -nswered Cnaries.
"The three millions which my father
owed were paid yesterday, capita! and
interest. 1 mean to rehabilitate h:s
memory.”

"What t;*#*>sei)<e!" cried his mother iu-
law. 'Who is this tvrsen:" she a?hed
in Charles’ ear. as she saw Crncbot for
the first time.

"My man of business,” he answered ;n

a low voice. The Marquise gave XI, de
Bonfons a disdainful bow, and left the
room.
la “We are beginning to push each oth-
er’s fortune already,” said the presi-
dent, dryly, as be took np bis hat. "Good
day. cousin."

“The old cockatoo from Saumur Is
laughing at me; I have a great mind to
make him swallow six inches of cold
steel,” thought Charles.

But the president had departed.

CHAPTER XXIV.
Three days later M. de Bonfons was

back in Saumur again, and announced
hi? marriage with Eugenie. After about
six months he received his appointmenl
as councilor to the court at Angers, and
they went thither. But before Eugenie
left Saumur she melted down the trin-
ket? that had long been so sacred and
so dear a trust, and gave them. Together
with the eight thousand francs which her
cousin had returned to her, to the parish
church, whither she had gone so often
to pray for him. Henceforward her life
was spent partly at Angers, partly c;.
Saumur. Her husband’s devotion to the
government at a political crisis was re*
warded; be was made First President.
Then he awaited a general election with
impatience; he had visions of a place in
the government; he had dreams of a
peerage; and then, and then

“Then he would call cousins with the
king, I suppose?” said Xanon.

Yet, after all, none of these ambi-
tious dreams was to be realized, and
the name of M. de Bonfons was to un-
dergo no further transformation. He
died only eight days after his appoint-
ment as deputy of Saumur. Mme. de
Bonfons was left a widow three years
after her marriage, with an income of
eight hundred thousand livres.

She was beautiful still, with the beau-
ty of a woman nearly forty years of
age. Her face was very pale and quiet,
with a tinge of sadness in the low tones
of her voice. She had simple manmrs,
all the dignity of-one who had passed
through great sorrows, aud the saintli-
ness of a soul unspotted by the world;
and, no less, the rigidness of an old maid,
the little penurious ways and narrow-
ideas of a dull country town.

Although she had eight hundred livres
a year, she lived just as she used to do
in the days of stinted allowances of fuel
and food while she was still Eugenie
Grnndet, the fire never lighted in the
parlor before or after the dates fixed
by her father, all the regulations in force
in the days of her girlho >d still adhered
to. She dressed as her mother did. That
cold, sunless, dreary house, always over-
shadowed by the dark ramparts, was like
her own life.

She looked carefully after her affairs;
her wealth accumulated from year to
year; perhaps she might have been called
parsimonious, if it were not for the noble
use she made of her fortune. Various
pious and charitable institutions, alms-
houses and orphan asylums, a richly
endowed public library, and donations
to various churches in Saumur, are a
sufficient answer to the charge of ava-
rice which some few people have brought
against her.

The great military event of the last
week was the buttle south of Tatche-
kiao, between the forces 'of Oku and
Kouropatkin. The Russian command-
er-in-chief was present in person.

The Japanese had strongly fortified
Kaichou. which is 20 odd miles south
of Tatehekiae, both town lying on the
railroad. Early in the morning the
Japanese began to press forward from
Kaiefiou. Their advance engaged iu a
severe skirmish with the Russian rear.
The Muscovites gradually broke
ground, their movements being accel-
erated by the Japanese artillery. In
the afternoon the Japanese ceased to
advance, and the troops on both sides
rested on their arms. This fighting
took place in severe heat, many Rus-
sians succumbing to sunstroke.

Tlie following day the fighting began
again. The Russian batteries showed
unexpected strength and accuracy and
at one time gained a preponderance of
fire over the Japanese guns. This is
the first time such a thing has occurred
during the war. The lighting contin-
ued all day. aud was severe. At night-
fall the Russians withdrew in good or-
der to Ilalclieug. The Japanese made
no effort to follow them up. The cas-
ualties were in tlie neighborhood of
1,000 on each side.

The main Japanese attack in this
battle was directed from the south by
the forces under Gen. Oku, but the
Takushan army lay immediately east
of the Russian position in such a way
as to threaten the Russian left flank.
The Muscovites did not know whence
the attack would come. Gen. Kouro-
patkln In his report makes no refer-
ence to the presence of the Takushan
army to Ills left, but Japanese reports
speak of its presence, and a Russian
newspaper correspondent present at
the fight says that the Russian general
was befooled in fhnt he expected the
main attack from the east and was
surprised to have it delivered from the
south.

They sometimes spoke of her in joke
at mademoiselle, but, in fact, people
stood somewhat iu awe of Mme. de Bon-
fons. It was as if she,, whose heart
went out so readily to others, was al-
ways to be the victim of their interested
calculations; as if for all warmth and
brightness in her life she was to find
only the pale glitter of metal.

“No one loves me but you,” she would
sometimes say to Nanon.

Yet her hands were always ready To
bind the wounds that other eyes did not
see, in any house; and her way to heav-
en was one long succession of kindness
and good deeds. The real greatness of
her soul had risen above the cramping in-
fluences of her early life. And this is
the life history of a woman who dwelt in
the world, yet not of it. a woman so
grandly fitted to be a wife and mother,
but who had neither husband nor chil-
dren nor kindred.

(The end.)

TEST OF NAVAL EFFICIENCY.
Foreign Nations Taking Great Paint

to Improve Sea Gunnery.

The true test of efficiency of our
warships does not lie in speed, coal
endurance or vexing formulae, accord-
ing to a writer in World’s Work, but
depends almost entirely upon the ra-
pidity and accuracy of gun fire. “Gun-
nery, gunnery, gunnery’,” says the first
Sea Lord, "is of extreme importance,”
and the leading navies of the world
are to-day making such efforts to im-
prove their shooting that it is not too
much to assert that the greatest prog-
ress in naval development in the last
year has been in gun pracri \

Tne impetus was given ,-y 4 e first
published reports of the battles of
Manila and Santiago, when the impres-
sion spread abroad that the Americans
possessed the secret of shooting
straight. The outcome was a me-
chanical contrivance invented by Capt.
Scott, of the British navy, called a
“dotter,” by which a small paper tar-
get drawn to scale is caused to move
in front of a guu with a combined ver-
tical and horizontal movement. While
the target is in motion the gun pointer
endeavors to train the gun so as to
keep the cross wires of his telescope
on the target. Whenever the cross
wires are “on” an electrical connec-
tion causes a pencil to make a dot on
the target, the dot representing a real
shot or a real target at a thousand
yards. Thus the men are accustomed
to train the guns under the disturb-
ing conditions of a ship in a seaway.

The result of this training has pro-
duced results almost marvelous; in a
comparatively short time green men
were taught to fire the heavy gnus
with great precision. A six-inch gun
on the Crescent made 105 hits out of
139 at a target about 1.500 yards dis-
tant, tlie average of hits a minute be-
ing 4.57. The 9.2 gun made nine hits
out of ten at a range of from l,4f\>'to
2.000 yards. On hoard the Terrible one
of the 9.2 guns fired twelve rounds in
six minute? aud hit the target nine
times, which is 1.5 hits a minute.

Other foreign nations guard more
jealously the results of their gun work,
hut it Is known that all the great
navies are working to this end. the
central idea being to train the men to
point and fire guns under the sea con-
ditions, and doubtless in the next naval
battle the iiercentage of hits will be
far in excess of any yet recorded,
which is another way of saying that
future naval battles will be of shorter
duration but more destructive.

Reindeer Tote The Mails.
The pro'-pect is that the government

will not have reason to regret the es-
tablishment of reindeer farms in
Alaska. The capacity of the reindeer
lor team work is remarkable. His
hoofs are very broad and do not pene-
trate the snow crusts. His average
weight is about 400 pounds. He will
swiftly draw a sled carrying out
pounds, and with this load can cover
thirty, fifty and even ninety miles a
day. The reindeer teams now carry
the mails from Kotzebue to Point
Harrow, a distance of tdO miles—the
most northerly post route 5n the world.

No food is carried for the deer. At
the end of liis journey, or at any stop-

ping place, be is turned loos,, and at
once breaks through the snow to the
white moss which serves as food. It
costs uothiug to feed him. As the
white settlements increase in the min-
eral-tiearing parts of Alaska and in
many places remote from railway and
steamboat transportation the reindee"
express will be one of the most im
portant factors in territorial life.

It sometimes happens tLat wrath ill*,
courages a soft answer.

Shortly before the battle of Tatche-
klao the Japs took Newckwang. At
present, therefore, the Russians at
Haiclieng and I.iaoyaug are in the cen-
ter of the circle of which the Japs oc-
cupy an arc of 120 degrees to the east,
south, aud southwest by south. Tlie
main Japanese line is now about 50
miles long, whereas, a month ago, it
was 150 miles long. The shortening
has been accomplished by the steady
pressing in of all parts of the Nippo-
nese fonv*s towards the center. Their
advance has been steady, but gradual.
They have lost no ground they have
once gained. But seemingly if they

-"! * *
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such ample provisions in the town that
it cannot be taken quickly by starva-
tion. It must be taken bv storm, and
it is believed that Oyama plans to
storm the place. It will be a wonder-
ful feat of arms on the part of his sol-
diers if lie succeeds.

There were several contradictory re-
ports during the week about the Vladi-
vostok squadron. The first stated that
the raiders had been sighted off Izu
province, 70 miles southwest of Tokio,
steaming due south, pursued by four
Japanese warships. The later and ap-
parently more credible reports was to
the effect that the Muscovite cruisers
had passed through the Tsugaru straits
on their way home to Vladivostok. If
this story be true the Russians have
turned a good trick by pulling off un-
otlier raid, harmless to themselves—-
that is, unless England exacts repara-
tion for the sinking of the Knight Corn-

dispatches from Tien-tsin state that the
Japanese have not occupied that place.

Russia has accepted the offer of the
United States to exclude American
poachers from the waters of the Kom-
inander Islands.

The sinking of the British steamer
Knight Commander by the Russian fleet
off Japan brings the United States closer
to the war in the far East than at any
time since fighting began.

Definite evacuation of Tatchekiao is
reported from Liaoyang, following a bat-
tle lasting fourteen hours. The Japanese
firing line is said to have been fifteen
miles long and the conflict most desper-
ate.

Acting on a formal protest from the
American owners of a portion of the
cargo of the steamer Arabia, seized by
the Russians, the State Department at
Washington ordered Ambassador McCor-
mick to obtain a full statement of the
affair from St. Petersburg.

Kuropatkin that the Japanese
have occupied Tatchekiao and a force is
advancing ou Uai-Cheng. Commundei-
in Chief Oyama of the Japanese forces
reports the occupation of Newchwaug
with a small force.

T'>e Japanese army under Gen. Oku,

CORN PROSPECTS MUCH BETTER

Weather of Post Week Has Been Fa-
vorable Through Entire Belt.

The weekly crop report of the weather
bureau is as follows:

While rather cool for best -esults in
the lake region and portions of the cen-
tral valleys, with lack of sunshine and
too much rain in the middle Atlantic
and central gulf States, the weather con-
ditions of the week ending July 25 as a
whole were favorable. Limited areas in
the south Atlantic States, Tennessee and
the Ohio and upper Missouri valleys and
north Pacific coast need rain. With the
exception of portions of the central Mis-
souri valley excellent weather for har-
vesting and thrashing prevailed in the
central valleys, where harvesting is near-
ly finished and thrashing has made rapid
progress. Quite generous and much-
needed rains occurred In the middle and
southern Rocky Mountain districts, par-
tially relieving the Severe and protracted
drouth.

While higher temperature in the ex-
treme northern portion of the corn belt
would have been more favorable, corn
has made excellent growth and is in
most promising condition generally
throughout the corn belt. The crop is
now largely laid by in a satisfactory
state of cui ivation, the early planted be-
ing in silk and tassel as far north as
Nebraska, lowa and Illinois.

With another week of favorable weath-
er for harvesting and thrashing this work
has advanced satisfactorily, the harvest-
ing of winter wheat being nearly com-
pleted in the more northerly sections.

In the lower Missouri valley the con-
tinuous rains of previous weeks reduced
the jjeld and lowered the quality of much
winter wheat.

Some complaints of rust in spring
wheat are received from portions of lowa
and South Dakota, but generally the crop
has advanced favorably, although poor
aud weedy on lowlands in northern Min-
nesota. The crop is ripening in the south-
ern portion of the spring wheat region,
harvesting having begun in lowa. While
early spring wheat has been somewhat
improved by rains in Oregon, much of
the late sown has been cut for hay. In
Washington spring wheat is backward
and suffering from drouth.

Oat harvest has continued under fav-
orable conditions and is nearing comple-
tion in the lower Missouri aud Missis-
sippi valleys. In the more northerly sec-
tions the maturing crop is very promis-
ing.

Cotton has suffered to some extent
from lack of cultivation and too rapid
growth in portions of the central dis-
tricts, and, while shedding aud rust are
reported in places elsewhere, the crop
generally has done well. Bolls are now
opening in the more southerly portions
and picking has begun in Texas, where
ample rains have relieved the drouthy
conditions prevailing at the close of the
previous week. 801 l weevils have ap-
peared in two border parishes of Louis-
iana adjacent to the area affected in
Texas, but as yet are causing uo mate-
rial injury.

Tobacco continues to do well in nearly
all tobacco States, the least favorable
reports being received from North Caro-
lina and Kentucky, the crop having sus-
tained some damage from local storms in
North Carolina and in Kentucky.

In the lower Missouri, central Missis-
sippi and Ohio valleys and over the
southern portion of the middle Atlantic
States the outlook for apples is unfavor-
able, but better prospects are reported
from New England. New York and the
lake region.

Nearly all reports indicate an abundant
crop of hay, which for the most part is
being si cured in excellent condition.
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Gen. James B. Weaver is said to he a
candidate for Congress from the Sixth
lowa District.

The Prohibition national executive
committee met in Indianapolis to arrange
plans for the campaign.

The Chicago Chronicle, which is nom-
inally a Democratic papei, has come out
in an editorial in support of the Repub-
lican national ticket.

Former Governor Morgan G. Btilkley
of Connecticut announces his candidacy
for the United States Senate in an in-
terview in the Hartford Couraut.

Robert G. Hammond, a prominent law-
yer of Charleston, 111., long a Democrat,
has turned Republican because of the ac-
tion of the St. Ixmis convention.

The Massachusetts Republican State
convention to nominate a State ticket
will he held in Boston Oct. 7. Attorney
General William H. Moody will preside.

J. Hampton Moore of Philadelphia,
president of the National Republican
League, has issued a call for the national
convention in Indianapolis, Oct. 5 and 6.

Bliss, Odell and other Republican lead-
ers in New York are said to be disap-
pointed at tlie result of calls for cam-
paign contributions upon former support-
ers.

W. J. Bryan declares for reorganiza-
tion of the Democratic party on radical
lines, favoring public ownership of utili-
ties, au income tax and other similar re-
forms.

W. C. McMillan, son of the late Sen-
ator McMillan of Michigan, has aunonttc-
ed himself a candidate to succeed Gen.
Bussell A. Alger in the United States
Senate.

Michael Donnelly, who lias been di-
recting the strike against the packers.
Is President of the Amalgamated Meat

. | Gutters and Butch-
er Workmen of
America. He was
born In Ireland, but

‘ M/k came to this cotm-
Tjgf ti\\ "'ill h a pa

learned the trade of

it. lhjn.nfi lv Ub ho succeeded
George Berger, bv

appointment, ns President of the in-
ternational body, was formally elected
in 1900, and has been re-elected with-
out opposition since that time. When
Mr. Donnelly first became chief of the
organization it numbered but fifteen
unions, with 8(h) members. Now there
are 270 local unions, with about 40,000
members, and ail the packing centers
of the country are organized. It is
said of Mr. Donnelly that in past years
he has boon successful in preventing
strikes, but nevertheless has procured
bettor wages and conditions for the in-
dustry he represent*.

General Kouropatkiu is a crack
marksman. When lie was Minister of
War, during a tour of inspection he
visited Sebastopol ami strolled with
the commandant along tins boulevard,
where there was a shooting saloon.
His host Invited him to a contest, and
the minister accepted, each to tire ten
shots with a revolver at fifteen paces,
the target being a piece of white card-
board about the size of a sin ill cigar-

ette case. With a revolver the gen-
eral put all his ten shots into the tar-
get, to the complete discomfiture of
the other competitor, and when c simi-
lar target was put up ten paces fur-
ther off he repeated the performance
with the rifle.

The Wisconsin Democratic central
committee has announced at Milwaukee,
that the convention for the nomination of
a State ticket will be held in Usbkosh
Aug. .'K).

Elihu Root, after a visit to Oyster
Bay. refuses longer to decline the nomi-
nation for Governor of New York and
intimates that he may accept the place
if the party leaders think best.

A. W. Maxwell, former chairmau of
the lowa Democratic State committee,
has announced that he has bolted the
Democratic ticket and would take the
stomp for Roosevelt aud Fairbanks.

Complete harmony prevailed in die
lowa Democratic convention, wh ,e the
Parker foreea took almost entire control
without a st uggie. The platform con-
sists of a:; indorsement Of Parker and
Davis.

Political corruption in Illinois. Cook
t onoty and Chicago is laid bare by Lin-
coln Steffen* in an article in Mc(’lure's
Magazine. Non-partisan and legitimate
business interest* are blamed for many
of the evils.

lowa Republican* in convention ignor-
ed the factional straggle over the tariff
vjo.estioa the olive branch of peace of-
fered by t'ongressman Hepburn for the
•stand patter*" was accepted by Gov.

Cummins, and a harmonious ticket
i.a ined.

The notification of Henry G. Davis,
the vice presidential nominee of the
Democratic party, will take place in
West Virginia, probably about < tie week
after the notification of Judge Parker.

The forma! election of President of the
republic of Mexico took place recently.
The electors met. transacted their busi-
ness and announced the election of Por-
firlo Diaz as President and Ramon Cor-
ral as Vice President-

Coasr"-*:,iin Jam-' A. llrnu .iway of
Indiana wen the Republican legislative
convention at Imi.anapolis and the ten
Senator* ami Representative* will sup-
port him for I nited States Senator to
Succeed Senator Fairbanks.

.Ackley Hubbard, of Spencer, lowa,
who was recently elected president of
the lowa Bankers’ Association, is a

Spencer, Gluv^^™*

,
• ACKLEY HI HRAUD,

County, lowa, and
has since that time, with the excep-
tion of one year in California, made
his home there. He was elected clerk
of the courts of Clay County hi 1872
and was married that same year to
Miss Martini Hunt, lie studied law
and was admitted to the bar in 187(5

aud was a successful lawyer for eight
yeurs. He began his career as a
banker in 1891. He is a prominent
lodge man and lias taken a great deal
of interest In the State Bankers’ Asso-
ciation since its organization and lias
been present at every one of its yearly
meetings. 1 > ;
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Dr. Conan Doyle confesses that Ik*

began his literary career at the early
age of 0, with a story which he wrote
about a tiger that swallowed a man.
He used to make up stories to tell to
his schoolmates, who, for the privi-
lege of listening to his tales, would
pay him in jam tarts, of which lie
was Inordinately fond. Young Doyle
had his own way of extracting the
price he 'ylshed. lie would get his
story worked up to some such climax
ns this: “While holding the rocky
edge of the cliff with a grip of des-
peration, the hero could hear below
him the continued growls of the en-
raged bear.” Having proceeded thus
far, he would refuse to proceed fur-
ther unless the price paid In current
tartlets of the schoolboy realm was
doubled.

To establish Christian Science in
New York requires a personality of
some force. Mrs. Augusta E. Stetson,

ft
lie wife of a Bos-

ton shipbuilder, be-

teen years ago amt
was given New
York as her field
of work, where she
founded the first

cult and later was
s instrumental in se-

curing the erection
was. sit.i son. ~f ~ million dollar

edifice as a place of worship. Mr*.
Stetson is still in middle life and is
spoken of us the successor of Mrs.
Eddy In the event of the death of that
lady.

Senator Stone, of Missouri, tell* a
story Illustrating the differences of
pronunciation in different parts of the
country. "It is related,” says the
Senator, "(hat when the first tide of
New England settlers began to drift
to Kansas, Missourians tied u cow at
each crossing of the Missouri River.
If the emigrant said Vow" he was per-
mitted to cross, but if lie pronounced
it ‘keow‘ he was told to return to the
East, because the natives were satis-
fied that he was an evil-minded alsili-
tionist. The Kansas people evened up
by tying a bear on their side of the
river, and if the emigrant said - l>enr’
he was given the right hand of fel-
lowship. but if be pronounced it ’bar’
he was given an hour to get back to
Missouri, because be was an advocate
of slavery.”

Tbe steamship Sail Jacinto of the Mal-
lory Hue. was practically destroyed by
fire while lying at Roark's shipyard.
Chester, Pa., where she '* laid up for
repair*. The vessel was iuiil* by the
Roach Shipbuilding Company at a cost
of over *500,000, aud was launched alsnil
a year ago.

James Satterfield. Jr., an K-year-old
boy, was arrested in Stroud. <. TANARUS., on
the charge of horse stealing and taken
immediately Irefore a justice of the peace.
The horse was stolen on July 4. aud was
ridden by the l>oy into Indian Territory.

Radium clay lias Iweii discovered neai
Stroud, O. T.. on th farm of James
Nelson Tin- day underlies a rock <-,f
iron formation and upon exposure to tti
air, turns into heavy stone,

Jim Phillips we* shot and mortally
wounded in MrI .con. U. T.. by City,
shal AieCoy. PaitJip* was resisting
rat and the officer w as forced to fir*.
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had folVwed up their victories more
vigorously they would have advanced
more rapidly.

Port Arthur is one of the most im-
pregnable places in the world. It is
believed to be defended by 30,000
troops and 12,000 soldiers. It is much
stronger than was Plevna, which the
Russians failed to take from thi Turks

f S, .
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by storm; much stronger than Paris,
which the Germans were forced to

starve into surrender: stronger than
Fredericksburg, where the Federal* re-
ceived such a bloody repulse In their
vain attempts to capture It.

Apparently a general attack at Port
Arthur was delivered on Tuesday.
Wednesday and Thursday last. It is
known that the attack was not suc-
cessful. The Russian flag yet files
over Port Arthur. From the fragmen-
tary 301*01101* which have reached the
outer world, it seems probable that the
bloodiest fighting of the war took
place. Thousands, perhaps tens of
thousands, of Japanese soldiers must
have perished.

Marshal Oyama. in charge of the
Port Arthur operations, is a type of the
old time fighting man rather than of
the modern, scientific soldier. He pre-
fers force to finesse and assaults to ap-
proaches. He commanded the Japanese
ten years ago when they took Port
Arthur from the Chinese by direct at-
tack- He probably is anxious to
achieve the unique reputation of cap-
turing the same fortified place twice
and from two different enemies. The
presence of the XTadivostok squadron
and the threat of the Baltic squadron
make it necessary for ’he Japanese to
take Port Arthur quickly. Otherwise
they may not take it at all. There an

D’nnuei’ —and costly to their enemies.
:t is reckoned that, owing to fear of
capture, 200,000 tons of shipping wore
held in Japan during the last week, at
.t loss of §7,500,000. Several Japanese
ships also were destroyed.

The raid was conducted with the
consummate skill and daring of a John
Paul Jones. The Russians have sev-
eral times come near enough land to
be sighted. Each time they were dis-
covered they were noted to le sailing
in a direction which would take them
away from the place where they ac-
tually next turned up.

The exploits of the Vladivostok fleet
have been carried out by Vice Admiral
Bezobrazoff. It is fitting that he should
do something to retrieve the disasters
of Russia, for gossip declares that
these have been largely due to his
namesake, the Spiritualist, who had
such an extraordinary influence over
the Czar.

War News in Brief.
Work on the fortifications at Vladivos-

tok is being actively pushed.
Gen. Oku's capture of Tatchekiao is

shown to be due to a night battle and
superior Japanese strategy.

A Japanese report received by the
Washington legation gives the cost of the
war to date ns 676,000,000 yen.

Eleven million dollars has been allow-
ed by the Russian government for iutme-
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THE RAID FBDII VLADIVOSTOK.
diate improvement* ,n the Siberian Rail-
way. s

The report of the evacuation of New-
cLwang by the Ross.aus was forwarded
by Minister Conger fi >tn Pekin, although

. _____

VICE ADMIRAL, lIEZOHRAZOKF.

in a night attack on five divisions of
Russians, who have 100 guns, stormed
Taiping mountain and drove the enemy
from the positions south of Tatchekiao.
The Japanese losses are reported at 800
dead and wounded.

The British government filed a protest
through its ambassador to Russia and
demands full reparation for the sinking
of the Knight Commander off Tokio, a
salute of the British flag and the full
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LOCATION OF JIAICHENG.

protection of neutral shipping. The pro-
test contained a threat of further action
if an aoology w.. - Qpt forthcoming.

Lieut. Gen. Count Keller was killed
by a fragment of a Japanese shell at the
time he was opposing the Japanese ad-
vance along the railway near Ilaicheng.
Lieut. Gen. Count Keller at the opening
of the war was in command of the sec-
ond Siberian army division. He was :A
years old and resigned the governorship
of Ekaterinislaff in order to go to the
front. Gen. Keller took part in the three
campaigns of the Krtsso-Turgiah war. In
1887 he commanded the imperial rifle
regiment and later was director of the
corps of imperial pages, by which Keller
came in contact with the members of the
imperial family, with whom he was in
great favor. Gen. Keller was considered
to be the possessor of cool judgment and
to be a line strategist.

Tatehekiao was evacuated by the Rus-
sians after a battle lading fourteen
hour*, according to dispatches from Lian-
yang and Newchwang. The battle near
Tatehekiao probably was liatween the
same forces which engaged in a conflict
between Newchwang and Tatehekiao.
The battle of Tatehekiao U described by
a Russian corresponden t as a due! be-
tween the batteries, in which the opjm*-
ing armies were completely hidden fron.
each other by the high Chinese corn. Ti.c
Russians retreated when the Japan-'-
gained a josition where their big guns
won id sweep the Muscovite ranks. Ac-
—rdios to Chir-s- information the
strength of the Japanese forr-ea in the
neighborhood of Saimatsze numbei* tiO.-
000. menacing Mukden.

Princes* Victoria of Schleswig-Hol-
stein has been operated upon for appen-
dicitis at Windsor Castle.


