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Many Characteristic Tralts Revealed
In a Message In Martha Wash-
Ington’s Handwriting—

311l of #iis Tallor,

HE New York Herald repro-
¢ dueces two documents which
tbhrow light on George Wash-
- ington’s privatelife. Weknow
a great deal about Washington as a
goldier and statesman and it would be
well if we knew as much about his
private life. True, we have a gereral
conception of the menner in which he
bore bimself to his family, his ser-
vants and his ncighbore, and what his
personal tastes and habits were, but a
thorough knowledge of him from this
point of view cau only be obtained by
studying juet such documents as the
Herald publighes.

The first document is a letter from
Martha Washington to her kinswor 140,
Mrs. Frances Washington. The letter
was written by Martha, bnt was dicta-
ted by George Washington, who was
then President of the United Stotes,
1t was duly forwarled to its destipa-
tion, but a draft was made by Wash-
ington’s instruetions and from this
draft the Herald reproduction has been
muda. The note at the end of this
letter iain Washington's handwriting ;
the lettes itself is 10 his wife's. Here
18 the text, with a few slight chavges
in panectnation and spelling :

IN MARTIA WASHINGTON'S HANDWRITING,

““IThe President sayvs you are already ac-
qpainted with hissentimentson the propriety
w! renting out our Iands and negroe: {n
Borkeloy.,  As it sesms to be the intentlon to
settly another plantation thers, he thinks
that the negroes, with suech as you may in-
clinn L0 move up from Fairfux, had better
bo divided between the two places and cach
rented to some man of eharacter and respon-
sibality who will be able to give security for
the performones of the arreement. his will
enso you of much trouble and reduee your
Incoma to a certuluty, which never will bin
thea casa undor overseers at a distanee, as
you sesm to experionea already.  Ho thinks
articles should ho drawn up by some pro fes-
sional man and skilful person and “YOry pre-
caution taken to provent waste of tha timber
orthe cutting down too much thereof, and no

abuse of either the land or the
(rhonld) Le peermittesd,

ll”": il PIEE |

pend upon vour own view of the subijeet, tho
will and the advies of vour friends, those

who are much better acquninted with the |

cirenmstances attemding the e<tata and the
utility of a lopger or shorter term than be is
at this distance,”

Then comes the following memoran-
dum in George Washington’s haad-
writing:

“Sentiments dietated by George Washing-
ton e letter from Mrs, M. Wasinnoton to
Me<, Frances Washington, 2 June, 17937

A peeniiar interest attaches to this
document for the reason that Very

in existence. Her husband, both in
bis oflicial and private capacity, wrote

s great dewl; she apparently wrote |

comparatively little.  Doubtless this
sen-<i1ble,
the could spend her time more protit-
ably than in letter writing, or 1t niay
be that her letters, being naturally of

s private nature, were not preserved
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brother Charles. Mrs.

. CROSSING TH

A3 to tha terms f-:r‘
which you should let the estate 1t must de- |

E DELAWARE.

|

And o, you'd hava mo tall th2 tal =
My father oft told me! :
A story of the days when palo
Hope Aed, and Misery
Stuod stark and grim beforae that band
O! men beyond compare—
The tale of Washinzton the Grand,
Who cro==ed the Delaware!

11.
(Onn~ Christmas night, lone years ago,
When shrilly eold winds hlew,
And throuch the darkened air the snow
On frozen pinions few,
A little band of patriot souls -
Stood brave and fearless where ,r'
In itiness and angor rolls
The frotful Delaware,

IIL

Nor ies, nor storm, nar erusl blast
Can hold theso heroes back

They have resolved; tho dis is cast
For Frosdooi's eunse! A track

Of blood upon the snow thoy've lefg,
From shoeless foet and bare;

Of ali life's comforts they're heraft,
Bezide the Delaware.

But “Ontward!

Onward!™ is the word
Their brave commandar speaks,

When thro” the storm his voica is hear
Eaeh Son of Freedom secka

To do his biddine: put asida
Is avery woe and care—

Thers's vict'ry o'er the icy tide,
Across the Delaware,

Y.

On through the gloomy, stormy nigut
With hardships dire they eopo—

“For God, and Nn}ive Land, and Right!”
Their watchword and their hope;

Until at last, all eold and dank,
They greet the morning's plare;

Safe thro' the tide they've reached the hank
Acrosa the Dclawar-:. '

VI
And then, nina miles beyond they go,
With steady, solemn tread,
To where the hated Heassian fos
Sleep in their drunken hed.
" droused from dissipation’s duzé
i wild surprise they stare,
And, zonquered, give their swords to those
Who erossed the Delaware.
—Goorge V. Hobart, in New York Herald.

four children, one of whom died in 1:n-
fancy. Her hnsband left her by will,
which was probated in 1793, all bis

good woman thoucht tmt'

Frances bad , used by Lim.

property as long as she remained a

'widow, thoush provision was made
. |
few of Martha Washington's letters aro |

for the ehildren as soon as they should

marry or attain their majority. In

the will is a full deseription of the
Berkeley county property referred to
in the letter,

TAILOR CARLIN'S LITTLE BILL.

The «ccond document 1s very cnr-
ious. Here is n verbatim copy. Mr.
Carlin has such a distinet individuality
that it scemed a pity to mar it by sub-

he is to write the words ““Errors ac-
cepted’ at the end of the bill. 1f his
bill is not entirely satisfactory—we
are all human and hable to err—he is
quite willing to listen to any argu-
ments with a view to its reduction.
On the other hand if he shounld have
forgotten any item, he would naturally
have the right to charge for itin a
later bill. His precaution, however,
did not avail bhim, as the receipt in
Washington's handwriting shows. In
it Mr. Carlin acknowledges that all
the money dune him has been paid;
aye, even though Georze Washington

‘cockade.

,Windsor soap, a lot of cheap jewelry

| George Washington.

NEW SERIES--

was then in the prime and strength of
his manhood) have never faded from
my mind during the many years which,
with all their chances and chauges,
bave rolled between.” A more ex-
pressive pen picture than this it wonld
be bard to find.

On the day when he bade farewell
to the two houses of Congress he wore,
snd most appropriately, a fall suit of
blaek. In his hat, too, was a black
Thus attired, he delivered
hi8 memorable address and remaiped
perfectly self-possessed urntil near the
ciose. *‘‘Then,” says an eye witness,
‘“‘@when strong men’s sobs broke loose,
when tears covered their faces, then
the gr2at man was shaken. 1 mnever
took my eyes from his face. Large
drops came from his eyes. He looked
to the grateful children who were
parting with their father, their friend,
as if his heart was with them and
would be to the end.”

Mecu of the upper class were sernpn-
lous about their attire in those days,
and Washington never laughed more
heartily than when two of his friends
lost their clothes. They were Judges,
and were coming to visit him at
Mount Vernon. They were very
dusty alter their long ‘ride on horsc-
back, and stopped 1n a wood -on the
outskirts of the estate in order to
change their traveling dresses before
entering the mamsion. What was
their dismay, however, when theirser-
vant opened the portmantean, to find,
instead of their dress clothes, cakes of

and other pedler's ware. By some
blunder their Jportmantean had been
exchanged for that of a Scoteh pedier
at their last stopping place. Tlheir |
plight was so ludicrous that they could
not help laugbing, and Washington
hearing the noise, came up, and was
so overcome by the ridieulous appear-
ance of the group that “‘he rolled on
the grass, almost convulsed with
laughter.” When he recovered. he
prebably conducted them to their bed-
rooms, and laid before them articles
from his own wardrobe—very likely
some of Carlin’s handiwork.

THE WASHINGTON FAMILY,

Mary Ball’s Tall Sons Were *‘Mute
as Mice’ In Her Presence.

Augustine, the second eon of Law-
rence Washington, was the father of
He is deseribed
as a tall man, of noble bearing, with
fair complexion snd fine: gray eyes.
After' remaifing *®ome tinfe in Rng-
land, he returned to Virginia, and by
1715 had married Jane DButler, and
settled down as a planter in Westmore-
land County. In 1728 his helpmate

died, leaving four children, of whom
only-two—Lawrence and Aaugustine—

CHILDREN'S

CORNE

TIMELY TOPICS FOR OUR BOYS
AND GIRLS.

The fi‘a!ry Thistle The Most Ferfect

Form of Heroism Reading for Infor-

mation — A Girl's

Little Christmas

Story.

MET one bdright
morning in
winter,

Nodding her
small head a:
at me,
queciest of

qQueer little
fairies

That ever 1
chanced to

ee.

The

Prickly steel all trimmed in pearl;
Her hood wus bedecked with rare
jewels
Bright enough for an old-time earl,

I gathered her out of the snow-drift, .
In triumph I bore her away,

And placed her with joy on my mantel,
To remain for ever and ave.

But when I returned to my chamber,
Oh, that naughty, nanghty elf

Had shaken the hood from her tresses,
Chuckling, ‘'no doubt, to herself,

For racing all over my mantel,
And skipping o'er curtain and chair,
Were numerous dainty white fairies,
Dancing with joy to be there.

I chased them all out of the window,
Away, then, the tiny elves flew,

.When springtide arrives can you tell
i me
What my dainty white fairies will
do?

A Gold Medal.

I -shall never forget a lesson I re-
ceived when at =chool at A-— We
saw a boy named Watson driving a
cow 1o pasture. In the evening he
drove her back again., we did not know
where, and this was continued several
weeks,

The boys attending the school were
all sons of wealthy parents, and some
of them were dunces enough:to look

drive a cow.
With admirable good nature Watson
bore all their attempts to annov him.
“I suppose, Watson," sald Jackson,
another boy, one dav—"1 suppose your
father intends to make a milkman of

nee

vaun .,
“Why not?” asked Watson.
“Oh, nothing. Only don't leave mueh

water in the cans after you rinse
them—that's all.”
"

he boy langhed, and Watsan, not in
the least mortified creplied: *“Never
fear. If ever I am a milkman, I'll give
good measure and coed milk.”

The day after thiz conversation there
puhblic examination, at

was a which

She had on the quaintest of garments— |

: N LY rand alnyg.et Lafor-le W
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boots in particular were made matters
of mirth. Eut he kep: on cheerfully
and bravely day alter day, never shun-
ping observalion, driving the widow's
cow and wearing his thick boots. He
never explained why he drove the cow,

for ha was not inclined to make a

. boast of his charitable motives. It was
by mere aocldent that his kindness and

golf-denlal were discovered by his

teacher.

‘And prow, ladies and gentlemen, 1
a8k You —was there not true herolsm In
this boy's conduct? Now, Master Wat-
son. do not get out of sight behind the
{ blackboard. You were not afraid of
, ridicule, you must not. be afraid of
' praise.”

' As Watson, wWH¥* ninsuing ‘cheeks,
came forward, a round of applause
spoke the general approbation, and
the medal was presented to him amid
the cheers of ¢ » audience.—The Chil-

:. dren’s Own.

Keading for Information.

1 knew
Charles

rap of a lad, sarvs
Warner, almost
needed a high chuir to bring him up
to the general level of the dining table,
who liked to read the encyeciopedia. He
was always hnting around in the big
hook of the gaoevelopedia Looks ahbout
his own size -for what he wanted to
know. He dug in it as another boy
would Jdig in the woods for s=assafras
root. It appeared that he was Inter-
ested ino natural and natural

a Loy, 4 8

Dudley

who

!.:.‘f\"r}'

phenomena. He asked questions  of

these books exactly as he weuld ask a
living authority and kept at it till he
gOol AnswWers He knew read,
Soon wias an authority on
He liked to have the con-

how 1o
that boy
carthquakes,

versation at the table turn on earth-
nuakes, for then he goemed to be the
tallest person at the table 1 suppose

there wag no earthquake anywhere of
any importance but that he could tell
where {t occurred, and what damage it
did. how many houses it buried and
| how Imanyv killed and what
| shape 1t left the conntry it had shaken.
: i'rcm that he went on to try to dis-
| cover what caused these distarbances;
and this led him into other investiga-
tlons, and at las=t into ptudy of
electriel'y, practically as well as theor-
etically. He examined machines and
Inver ed machines, and kept on read-
ing: sad presentlv he was an expert
in electricity. He knows how to put in
wires, and signals, and bells, and to do
‘A& number of practical and usgful
bio
to enter th Lih school he had a great
deal of work to do in the city, and
three or four men under him, These
el under him had not read A8 much

about electricity as he had.

peaple it

the

€ hildren's Letters,
The fcilawing little stor'y was ulr-m to
i time ago to be used in
the Christmay editions
Dear
paper, and we ks

Y vears old and T th

the edicr T
icditor: My papa takes your
it very mich, 1 am
suhs 1 would write
a BLory.

It was Christmas Eve. Mr. and Mrs,
tabile talk-

at once

Partelle were sitting by the
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