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T AWS OF THE UNITED STATES.

Buaed-i- t the Second Session of the Thirty-sevent- h

Congress, which mas begun and held at Uie City of
'Washington, in the District of Columbia, on

Monday, the second day of J?ecember, A. D. 1861,

and mded on Thursday, the Yith day of July,

A. D. 1862.

PROCLO MOTIONS.
Abbaham Lincols, President Hissibal Ham

un, Vice President, and President of the Sen-

ate. Solomon Footb was eleeted President
of the Senate, pro tempore, on the eigbtenth,
day of July, and continued so to act until the
close of the. session. Galusha A. Grow,
Speaker of the House of

Annex (B) to the Treaty between the United
States of America and Great Britain, for the
Abolition " of the African Slave Trade, sign-

ed at Washington on the 7th day of April,
1862.

KEGULAT10NS FOR THE MIXED COURTS
OF JUSTICE.

Article I. The mixed courts of justice to be
established under the provisions of the treaty, of
which these regulations are declared to be an in-

tegral part, shall be composed in the following
manner:

The two hrgh contracting parties shall each
name a jud;e and an arbitrator, who shall be au-

thorized to hear and to decide, without appeal,
all eat-.- oi" capture or detention of vessels wiiieh,
in pursuance of the stipulations of the aforesaid
treaty, shall be brought before them.

The juiiresand the arbitrators shall, before they
enter upon the duties of their olliee, respectively
make oath beiore the principal magistrate of the
place in which such courts shall respectively re-

side, that they will judge fairly and faithfully;
that they will have no preference either for claim-
ant or tor captor ; and that they will act in all
their decisions in pursuance of the stipulations ot
the aforesaid treaty.

There shall be attached to each of such courts a
secretary or regiotar, who shall be appointed by
the party in whose territories such court shall
reside.

Such secretary or registar shall register all
the acts of the court to which he is appointed;
and shall, before he enters upon his office, make
oath before the court, that he will conduct him-
self with due respect for its authority, and will
act with fidelity and impartiality in all matters
relating to his office.

The salaries of the judges and arbitrators shall
be paid by the Governments by whom they are
appoluted.

The salary of tiie secretary or registat of the
court to be established in the territories of the
United States shall be paid by the United
States Government ; and that of the secretaries
or registars of the two courts to be established in
the territories of Great Britain shall be paid by
her Britannic Majesty.

Each of the two Governments shall defray half
of the aggregate amount of the other expenses ot
such courts.

Article IL The expenses incurred by the of
ficer charges with the reception, maintenance,
and care ot the detained vessel, negroes, ana car
go, and with the execution of the sentence, and
all disbursements occasioned by bringing a vessel
to adjudication, shall, in case ot condemnation.
be defrayed from the funds arising out of the sale
ot the materials ot the vessels snail nave oeen
broken up, ot the ship's stores, and of such parts
ot the carsro as shall consist ot merchandise.
And in case the proceeds arising out of this sale
snouid not prove sumcient to deiray sucn expen-
ses, the deficiency shall be made good by the
Government of the country whithin whose ter
ritories the adiudication shall nave taken place.

If the detained vessel shall be released, the ex-
penses occasioned by bringing her to adjudication
6ball be defraved bv the cantor, except in the
cases specified and otherwise provided for under
article vll. of these regulations

Article. III. The mixed courts of justice are
to decide upon the legality of the detention of
sucn vessels as tne cruisers oi eitner nation ttiiiui
detain in mirsuance of the said treatv.

The said courts shall adjudge definitevely, and
without anneal, all auestions which shall arise
out of the capture and detention of such ves-
sels.

The proceedings of the courts shall take place
as summarilv as possible: and for this purpose
the courts are required to decide each case, as far
as may oe practicable, within the space oi twenty
days, to be dated from the day on which the de-
tained vessels shall have been brought into the
port where the deciding courts shall reside.

The final sentence shall not. in anv case, be de
layed beyond the period of two months, either
on account of the absence of witnesses, or lor any
other cause, except upon the application of any
ui tue parties interested ; Dut in tuat case, upon
such party or parties giving satisfactory security
that they will take upon themselves the expense
and risks of the delay, the courts may, at their
discretion, grant an additional delay, not exceed-
ing four months.

Either party shall be allowed to employ such
counsel as he may think fit, to assist him in the
conduct of his cause.

All the acts an essential parts of the proceed-
ings of the said courts shall be committed to
writing and be placed upon lecord.

Article IV. The form of the process, or mode
of proceeding to judgment, shall be as fol-
lows;

The judges appointed by the two Governments,
respectively, shall in t he first place proceed to ex-
amine the papers of the detained vessel and shall
take the deposition of the master or commander,
and of two or three, at least, of the principal in-
dividuals on board of such vessel ; and shall also
take the declaration or oath of the captor, if it
should appear to them necessary to do so, in or-
der to judge and pronounce whether the said ves-
sel has been justly detained or not, according to
such Judgment, the vessel may be condemned or
released. In the event of the two judges not

as to the sentence which they ought topronounce In any case brought before them,
whether with respect to the legality of the deten-
tion, or the liability of the vessel to condemna
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tion, or as to the indemnification to be allowed,
or as to any other question which may arise out
of the said capture; or incase any difference of
opinion should arise between them as to the mode
of proceeding in the said court, they shall draw
by lot the name of one ot the two arbitrators so
appointed as aforesaid, which arbitrator, after
having considered the proceedings which have
taken place, shall consult with he two judges on
the case ; and the final sentence or decision shall
be pronounced contormably to the opinion of the
majority of the three.

Article V. If the detained vessel shall be re-

stored by the sentence of the court, the vessel
and the cargo, in the state in which they shall
then be found, (with the exception ot the negroes
found on board, if such negroes shall have been
previously disembarked under the provisions of
article V. of the instructions annexed to the trea-
ty of this date,) shall forthwith be given up to the
master, or to the person who represents him ;

and such master or other person may, before the
Fame court, claim valuation of the damages which
he may have a right to demand.

The two high contracting parties bind them-
selves to pay, within the term of a year from the
date of the sentence, the costs and damages
which may be awarded by the court ; it being
mutually agreed that such costs and damages
shall be paid by the Government of the country
ot which the captor shall be a subject

Article VI. If the detained vessel shall be con-
demned, she shall be declared lawful prize, to-
gether with her cargo, of whatever description it
may be, with the exception of the negroes who
shall have been brought on board for the purpose
of trade ; and the said vessel, subject to the stip-
ulations in the Vllth article of the treaty of this
dai e, shall, as well as her cargo, be sold by public
sale for the profit of the two Governments, sub-
ject to the payment of tho expenses hereinafter
mentioned.

The negroes who may not previously have been
disembarked shall receive from the court a certifi-
cate of emancipation, and shall be delivered over
to the Government to whom the cruiser which
made the capture belongs, in order to be forth-
with set rt liberty.

Article VII. The mixed courts of justice shall
also take cognizance of, and shall decide defini-
tively and without appeal, all claims for compen-
sation on account of losses occasioned to vessels
and cargoes which shall have been detained under
the provisions of this treaty, but which shall not
have been condemned as legal prize by the said
courts ; and in all cases wherein restitution ol
such vessels and cargoes shall be decreed, save as
mentioned in the Vllth article of the treaty to
which these, regulations form an annex, and in a
subsequent, part of these regulations, the court
shall award to the claimant or claimants, or to his
or their lawful attorney or attorneys, for bis or
their nse, a just and eomplete indemnification for
all costs of snit, and for all losses and damages
which the owner or owners may have actually
sustained by such capture and detention ; and it
is agreed that the indemnification shall be as fol-
lows :

First In case of total loss, the claimant or
claimants shall be indemnified

(A) For the ship, her tackle, equipment and
stores.

fB) For all freights due and payable.
(C) For the value of the cargo of merchandise,

if any, deducting all charges, and expenses which
would have been payable upon the sale of such
cargo, including commission of sale.

(D) For all other regular charges in snch case
of total loss.

Secondly. In all other cases (save as hereinafter
mentioned) not of total loss, the claimant or
claimants shall be indemnified

(A) For ali special damages and expenses oc
casioned to the ship by the detention, and for loss
of freight, when due or payable.

id i J; or demurrage wnen due, according to tne
schedule annexed to the present article.

for any detention ot tne cargo.
(D) For ail premium of insurance on additional

risks.
The claimant or claimants shall be entitled to

interest at the rate of 5 (five) per cent per annum
on the sum awarded, uutil such sum is paid by
the Government to which the capturing ship be
longs, ine wnoie amount of sucn indemnifica-
tions shall be calculated in the money of the
money ol the country to which the detained ves
sel belongs, and shall be liquidated at the ex
change current at the time of the award.

The two high contracting parties, however,
have agreed, that if it shall be proved to the sat-
isfaction of the judges of the two nations, and
without having recourse to the decision of an ar
bitrator, that the captor has been led into error
by the fault of the master or commander of the
detained vessel, the detained vessel in that case
shall not have the right of receiving, for the time
oi ner detention, tne demurrage stipulated iy tne
present article, nor any other compensation for
losses, damages, or expenses consequent upon
such detention.
Schedule of demurrage or daily allowance for a

vessel of
100 tons to 120 tons, inclusive 5 per diem.
121 tons to 150 tons, " 6 "
151 tons to 170 tons, " 8
171 tons to 200 tons, 10 "
201 tons to 220 tons, " 11 "
221 tons to 250 tons, " 12
251 tons to 270 tons, " 14 "
271 tons to 300 tons, " 15 "

And so on in proportion.
Article VTIL Neither the judges, nor the arbi-

trators, nor the secretaries or registrars of the
mixed courts of justice, shall demand or receive
from any of the parties concerned in the cases
which shall be brought before such courts any
emolument or gilt, nnaer any pretext wnatsoever.
for the performance of the dvties which such
judges, arbitrators, and secretaries or registrars
have to perform.

Article IX. The two high contracting parties
have agi eed that, in the event of the-deat- h, sick-
ness, absence on leave, or any other legal impedi-
ment of one or more of the judges or arbitrators
composing the above-mentione- d courts, respec-
tively, the post of such judge or arbitrator shall
be supplied, ad interim, in the following manner :
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if the vacancy be that of the United States judge,
his place shall be filled by the United States ar-
bitrator; and either in that case, or in case the va-
cancy be originally that of the United States ar-
bitrator, the place of snch arbitrator shall be
filled by the judge of the United States for the
southern district of New York, and the said
court, so constituted as above, shall sit, and in
all cases bronght before them for adjudication
shall proceed to adjudge the same, and pass sen-
tence accordingly.

Second. On the part of the United States of
America, and in those courts which shall Bit with-
in the possessions of her Britannic Majesty : if
the vacancy be that of the United States judge,
his place shall be filled by the United States arbi-
trator : and either in that case, or in case the va-
cancy be originally that of the United States ar-
bitrator, his place shall be filled by the United
States Consul, or, in the unavoidable absence of
the Consul, by the United States Vice-Consu- l. In
case the vacancy be both of the United States
judge and of the United States arbitrator, then
the vacancy of the judge shall be tilled by the
United States Consul, and that of tbe United
States arbitrator by the United States Vice-Consu- l.

But if there be no United States Consul or
Vice-Cons- ul to fill the place ot the United States
arbitrator, then the British arbitrator shall be
called in, in those cases in which the United
States arbitrator would be called in ; and in case
the vacancy be both of the United States judge
and of the'United States arbitrator, and there be
neither United States Consul nor Vice-Cons- ul to
fill, ad interim, the vacancies, then the British
judge and the British arbitrator shall sit, and, in
ail cases orougnt. oeiore mem ior aujuuwauuii,
shall proceed to adjudge the same and pass sen-
tence accordingly.

Thirdly. On tne part oi ner Britannic majesty.
and in those courts which shall sit within the
possessions of her said Majesty : if the vacancy
be that of the British judge, his place, shall be
tilled by the British arbitrator; and either in that
case, or in ease the vacancy be originally that of
the British arbitrator the place of snch arbitrator
shall be filled by the Governor or Lieutenant-Governo- r

resident in such possession ; in bis unavoid-
able absence, by the principal magistrate of the
same : or in the unavoidable absence of the prin
cipal magistrate, by the secretary of the Govern-
ment ; and the said court, so constituted as above,
shall sit, and, in all cases bronght before it for
adjudication, shall proceed to adjudge the same,
and to pass sent ence accordingly.

Fourthly. On the part ot Great Britain, and in
that court which shall sit within the territories of
the United States of America: if the vacancy be
that of the British judge, his place shall be filled
by the British arbitrator; and either in that case
or in case the vacancv be originallv that of the
British arbitrator, his place shall be filled by the
British Consul; or in the unavoidable absence of
the Consul, bv the British Vice-Cons- : and in
case the vacancy be both of tbe British judge and
the British arbitrator, then the vacaucy of the
British judge shall be filled by the British Consul,

and that of the British arbitrator by the British
Vice-Consu- l. But if there be no British Consul
or Vice-Cons- to fill the place of British arbitra--
tor, then the United States arbitrator shall be
called in, in those cases in which the British arbi-
trator would be called in; and In case the vacancy
be both of the British judge and of the British
arbitrator, and there be neither British Consul nor
Vice-Cons- to fill, ad interim, the vacancies, then
the United States judge and arbitrator shall sit,
and in all cases brought beiore them for adjudi-
cation shall proceed to adjuge, the same, and pass
sentence sccordingly.

The chief authority ot the place in the terri-
tories of either high contracting party where the
mixed courts of justice shall sit, shall, in the
event of a vacancy arising, either of the judge or
the arbitrator of the other high contracting party,
forthwith give notice of the same by the most
expeditions method in his power to the Govern-
ment of that other high contracting party, in or--

. der that such vacancy may be supplied at the
earliest possible period.

And each of the high contracting parties agrees
to supply definitively, as soon as possible, she va-
cancies which may arise in the above mentroned
courts from death, or from any other cause what-
ever.

The undersigned have agreed,
in conformity with the Xlth article of the treaty
signed by them on this day, taat the preceding
regulations shall be annexed to the said treaty and
considered an integral part thereof.

Done at Washington the seveuta day of April,
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hun-
dred and sixty-tw- o.

l. 8.1 WILLIAM EL SEWARD.
l. s. LYONS.

And whereas the said treaty has been duly rati-
fied on both parts, and the respective ratifications
of the same were exchanged at London, on the
twent.eth ultimo, by Charles Francis Adams,
Esq., Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipo-
tentiary of the United States at the Court of St.
James, and Earl Russell, her Britannic Majesty's
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs,
on the part of their respective Governments.

Now, therefore, be it known that I, Abraham
Lincoln, President of the United States of Amer-
ica, have caused the said treaty to be made
public, to the end that the same, and every clause
and article thereof, may be observed and fulfilled
by the United States and the citizens thereof.

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my
hand and caused tbe seal of the United States to
be affixed.

Done at the City of Washington, this
seventh day of June, in the year of

L. S.J our Lord one thousand eight hundred
and sixty-tw- and of the independence
of the United States of America the
eighty-sixt- h.

ABRAHAM LINCOLN.
By the President:

William H. Seward, Secretary of State.

PUBLIC ACTS OF THE THIRTY-SEVENT- H

CONGRESS.
Chap. I.

An Act authorizing the Holding of a special Ses
sion of the United States District Court for the
District of Indiana.
Be it enacted bv the Senate and House of Rep

reseutatives of tiie United States of America in
Congress assembled, That a special session ol the
United States District Court for the district of
Indiana shall be holden, at the usual place ot
holding said court, on tbe first Monday in Febru
ary, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight
nundred and sixty-tnre- and to continue in ses-
sion so long as the business thereof may require.

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all suits
and proceedings ot a civil or criminal nature now
pending in or returnable to said court shall be
proceeded in, heard, tried, and determined by
said court at said special sessiou in the 6ame man
ner as at a regular term of said court

Approved, December 15, 1S02.

Chap. III.
An Act to adjust Appropriations heretofore made

for the Civil Service of the Navy Department
to the present Organization of that Depart
ment.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives ot the United States of America in
Congress ass mi bled, That the Secretary of the
Treasury be, aud he is hereby authorized and di-
rected to transfer the amounts heretofore appro-
priated for the pay ot chiefs of bureaus, clerks,
messengers, and laborers connected with the
.Navy Department, so that they will correspond
with the present organization and pay as authori
zed by the act ot uongress ot J uly tilth, eighteen
hundred and sixty-two- , viz :

For the Bureau of Equipment and Recruiting,
three thousand eight hundred and seventy-fou- r
dollars.

For the Bureau of Yards and Docks, ten thou-
sand six nundred and forty-thre- e dollars.

For the Bureau of Navigation, three thousand
and fifty seven dollars.

For the Bureau of Ordnance, six thousand nine
hundred aud fifty-fon- r dollars.

For the Bureau of Construction and Repairs,
nine thousand five hundred and thirty-fou- r dol-
lars.

For the Bureau of Steam Engineering, four
thousand two hundred' and twenty-fou- r dollars.

For the Bureau ot Provisions and Clothing, five
thousand eight hundred and fifty-eig- dollars.

For the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, five
thousand eight hundred dollars.

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all re-

maining balances shall attach to the office of the
Secretary of the Navy, and may be expended by
him for such clerical services us he shall judge the
interests of the department require.

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That tbe sum
of one thousand dollars, neretofore appropriated
for the contingent expenses of tbe Bureau of
Construction, Equipment, and Repair, be trans-
ferred to the Bureau of Steam Engineering, and
the sum of one thousand dollars to the Bureau of
Equipment and Recruiting. And also that the
sum ot one thousand dollars, heretofore appro-
priated for the contingent expenses of the Bureau
of Ordnance, be transferred to the Bureau of
Navigation.

Approved, December 19, 1862.

Chap. IV.
An Act to amend an Act entitled " An Act to

provide Internal Revenue to support the Gov-

ernment and to pay Interest on the Public
Debt," approved July first, eighteen hundred
aud sixty-two- .

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, Th it the assessors, assistant
assessors, collectors, and deputy collectors, ap-
pointed, or who may be appointed, under the
provisions of an act entitled " An act to provide
internal revenue to support the Government and
to pay interest on the public debt," approved
July first, eighteen hundred and sixty-tw- and
all subsequent acts in relation thereto which
have been or may be enacted, are hereby author-
ized and empowered to administer oaths or affir-
mations in all cases where the same are or may be
required by the acts as aforesaid : That
no fees shall be charged or allowed therefor.

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the
Commissioner of Internal Revenue shall be au-
thorized and empowered, and hereby is author-
ized and empowered, to furnish and supply the
assistant treasurers or collectors of the United
States at San Francisco, State of California, and
Portland, State of Oregon, with adhesive stamps,
or stamped paper, vellum, or parchment, accord-
ing to the provisions of theluternal revenue laws
referred to in the preceding section, under &uch
regulations and conditions as he may from time
to time prescribe, and without requiring payment
in advance therefor, anything in existing laws to
the contrary Provided, That
no greater commission shall be allowed than is
now provided for by law.

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That no in-

strument, document, writing, or paper of any de-

scription, required by law to be stamped, shall be
deemed or held invalid and of no effect for the
want of the particular kind or description of
etamp designated for and denoting the duty
charged on any such instrument, document,
writing, or paper, provided a legal stamp, or
stamps, denoting a duty of equal amount, si all
liave been duly affixed and used thereon : Provi-
ded, That the provisions of this section shall not
opplj to any stamp appropriated to denote the
duty charge on proprietary articles.

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That all offi-

cial instruments, documents, and papers, issued
or used by the officers of the United States Gov-
ernment shall be, and hereby are, .exempt from
duty.

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the
ninety-fift- h section of an act entitled " An act to
provide internal revenue to support the Govern,
ment and to pay interest on the public debt," op.
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notwithstanding:

proved July first, eighteen hundred and sixty-tw-

be so amended that no instrument, document, or
paper made, signed or issued prior to tbe first day
of March, Anno Domini, eighteen hundred and
sixty-thre- e, without being duly stamped, or hav-
ing thereon an adhesive stamp to denote the duty
imposed thereon, shall, for that cause, be deemed
invalid and of no effect : Provided, That no in-
strument, document, writing, or paper, required
by law to be stamped, signed, or issued, without
being duly stamped prior to the day aforesaid,
or any copy thereof, shall be admitted or used as
evdience in any court until a legal" stamp or
stamps, denoting the amount of duty charged
thereon, shall have been affixed thereto, or used
thereon, and the initials of tiie person using affix-
ing the same, together with the date when the
same is so used or affixed, shall have been placed
thereon by such person. And the person desiring
to use any such instrument, document, writing
or paper, as evidence, or his agent or attorney, is
authorized in the presence of the court to stamp
the same as hereinbefore provided. And section
twenty-fou- r of an act entitled " An act increasing,
temporarily, the duties on imports, and for other
purposes," approved July fourteen, Anno Dom-
ini, eighteen hundred and sixty-tw- o, is hereby re-
pealed.

Approved, Deeember 25, 1862.

Chap. V.
An Act to facilitate the Discharge of Disabled

Soldiers from the Army, and the Inspection of
Convalescent Camps and Hospitals.
Be it enacted by tbe Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives, of tbe United States of America in
Congress assembled, That there shall be added
to the present medical corps of the army eight
medical inspectors," who shall, immediately after
the passage of this act, be appointed by the Presi-
dent, by and with tbe advice and consent of the
Senate, without regard to their rank when so
selected, but with sole regard to qualifications,
and who shall have the rank, pay, and emolu-
ments now authorized by law to officers of that
grade.

Sec. 2. And be it farther enacted, That the of-fic-rs

of the medical inspector's department shall
be charged, in addition to the duties now assign-
ed to them by existing laws, with the duty of
making regular and frequent inspections of all
military general hospitals and convalescent camps,
and shall, upon each such inspection, designate
to the surgeon in charge of such hospitals or
camps, all soldiers who may be, in their opinion,
tit subjects for discharge from the service, on sur-
geon's certificate of disability, or sufficiently re-
covered to be returned to their regiments for
duty, and shall see that such soldiers are dis-
charged or so returned. And the medical inspect-
ing officers are hereby empowered, under such
regulation as may be hereafter established, to
direct the retnrn to duty, or tbe discharge from
service, as the case may be, of all soldiers de-
signated by them. '

Approved, December 27, 1862.

Chap. VI.
An Act for the Admission of the State of "West

Virginia" into the TJuion, and for other Pur
poses.
Whereas the people inhabiting that portion of

Virginia knowu as est Virginia did, by a Con-
vention assembled in the city of Wheeling on the
twenty-sixt- h of November, eighteen hundred and
sixty-one- , frame for themselves a Constitution
with a view of becoming a separate and indepen-
dent Si ate ; and whereas at a general election held
in the counties composing the territory aforesaid
on the third day ol May last, the said Constitution
was approved aud adopted by the qualified voters
of the proposed State ; and whereas the Legisla-
ture of Virginia, by an act passed on the thir-
teenth day of May, eighteen hundred and sixty-tw- o,

did give its consent to the formation of a
new State within the jurisdiction of the said State
of Virginia, to be known by the name of West
Virginia, and to embrace the following named
counties, to wit : Hancock, Brooke, Ohio, Mar-
shall, Wetzel, Marion, Monongalia, Preston, Tay-
lor, Tyler, Pleasants, Ritchie, Doddridge, Har-
rison, Wood, Jackson, Wirt, Roane, Calhoun,
Gilmer, Barbour, Tucker, Lewis, Braxton, Up-
shur, Randolph, Mason, Putnam, Kanawha, Clay,
Nicholas, Cabell, Wayne, Boone, Logan, Wyom-
ing, Mercer, McDowell, Webster, Pocahontas,
Fayette, Raleigh, Greenbrier, Monroe, Pendleton,
Hardy, Hampshire, and Morgan; and whereas
both the Convention and the Legislature afore-
said have requested that the new State should be
admitted into the Union, and the Constitution
aforesaid being republican in form. Congress doth
hereby consent that the said forty-eig- counties
may be formed into a separate and independent
State. Therclore

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That the State of West Vir-
ginia be, and is hereby, declared to be one of the
United States of America, and admitted into the
Union on an equal footing- - with the original States
in all respects whatever, and until the next gen-
eral census shall be entitled to three members in
the House of Representatives of the United States ;
Provided, always, That this act shall not take
etiect until after the proclamation of the Presi-
dent of the United States hereinafter provided
for.

It being represented to Congress that since the
Convention of the twenty-sixt- h of November,
eighteen hundred and sixty-on- e, that framed and
proposed the Constitution for the said State of
West Virginia, the people thereof have expressed
a wish to change th. seventh section of the
eleventh article of said Constitution by striking
out the same and inserting the following in its
place, viz: " The children of slaves born within
tbe limits of this State after tbe fourth day of
July, eighteen hundred and sixty-thre- e, shall be
free ; and t hat all slaves within the said State who
shall, at the time aforesaid, be under the age of
ten years, shall be free when they arrive at the age
of twenty-on- e years ; and all slaves over ten aud
under twenty-on- e yen rs shall be free when they
arrive at the age of twenty-fiv-e years ; and no
slave shall be permitted to come into the State
for permanent residence therein :" Therefore

Sec 2. Be it further enacted. That whenever
the people of West Virginia shall, through their
said Convention, and by a vote to be taken at an
election to be held within the limits ot tne said
State, at such time as fhe Convention may pro-
vide, make, and ratify the change aforesaid, and
properly certify the same under the hand ot the
president of the Convention, it shall be lawful for
the President of the United States to issue his
proclamation stating the fact, amd thereupon this
act shall take effect and be in foree from and
after sixty days from the date of Bald proclama-
tion.

Approved, Dec. 1, 1862.

Chap. VTL
An Act to improve the Organization f the Cav-

alry Forces.
Be it enacted by tbe Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That hereafter each regi-
ment of cavalry organized in the United States
service, may have two assistant surgeons, and each
company or troop of cavalry shall have from sixty
to seventy-eigh- t privates.

Approved, January 9, 1868.

Chap. IX.
An Act prescribing tbe Times and Places for hold-

ing Terms ot the Circuit Court for the Districts
of Iowa, Minnesota, and Kansas.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That the terms of the Circuit
Court for the districts of Iowa, Minnesota, and
Kansas shall be holden in each and every year at
the following times and places, to wit: For the
district ot Iowa, at Des Moines, on the first Tues-
day in May and November ; for the district of
Minnesota, at St. Paul, on the the third Monday
of June and October ; and for the district of Kan-
sas, at the place nresorihoH hi law for holding
terms ot the district court therein, on the fourth
jnonnay oi may ana JNovember.

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all writs,
process, and other proceedings of whatever Kind
relative to any cause," eivil or criminal, pending
in or returnable to the Circuit Court for said dis-
tricts of Iowa, Minnesota, and Kansas, at terms
heretofore prescribed by law, are hereby declared
continued, transferred, aud returnable to the said
Cirouit Court for said districts, respectively, at
the terms first to be held under the provisions of
this act. And no process issued, proceeding
pending, bail-bon- d or recognizance taken fn or
returnable to either of said circuit courts shall be
avoided, invalidated, or impaired by the change
in the time or place of holding the terms of such
court made by this act ; and the entries of record
may be made in conformity with the provisions of
this act

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted. That so much
of the first section of " An act to Amend the act
ofthe third ofMarch, eighteen hundred and tbir v--

seven. entitled ' An act Bnnnlementarv to the act
' entitled " An met to amend the judicial system of

tne united estates"" approved July ntteen,
; eighteen hundred and sixty-tw- o, as conflicts with

this act be and is hereby repealed.
Approved, January 13, 1863.

Chap. X.
An Act to provide for the Imprisonment of Per-

sons convicted of Crime bj the Criminal Court
of the District of C olumbia.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembUd, That all persons who shall
hereafter be convicted by the Criminal Court of
the District of Columbia ot any offence, the pun-
ishment ot which by law shall be confinement in
the penitentiary, shall be confined during tbe
term for which they shall b sentenced in said
court in some suitable prison in a convenient
State, where they can be tfnployed at a suitable
labor, to be designated by th Secretary of the
Interior.

Sec 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall
be the dnty of the Secretary of the Interior to
contract with the managers or superintendent of
a suitable prison in some convenient State for
the imprisonment ana subsistence and proper
employment of all prisoners who shall be con-
victed in said court of snch offences, on the best
terms that he can ; and he shall, on or' before the
first day of each term of the Criminal Court of
the District of Columbia, inform said court in
writing of the designation and location of the
prison in which he shall have made provision for
the confinement and support of prisoners ; and
said court shall sentence all persons who shall,
during said term, be convicted of such offences,
to confinement at hard labor in the prison so
designated.

Sec. 3. Add be it further enacted, That it shall
be the duty of the Secretary ot the Interior to
make suitable provision for the safe transporta-
tion of ail prisoners to the prison to which they
shall be sentenced by the court, and nntil tbey
shall be so transported they shall be confined in
the jail of Washington City.

Sec. 4. And be it farther enacted, That the ac-
tion of the Secretary of the Interior, ir transfer-
ring the prisoners confined in the penitentiary of
the District of Columbia to the penitentiary in
the city of Albany, in the State of New York, in
the month of September last, by direction of the
President, is hereby legalized and declared valid,
and the said prisoners shall continue in confine-
ment in said prison until the expiration of their
several terms of imprisonment, or nntil they
shall be legally discharged.

Sec 5. And be it further enacted. That all ap-
propriations heretofore made for the support of
the prisoners in the penitentiary of the District
of Columbia, or for the payment of watchmen,
laborers and officers connected with said peni-
tentiary, and all appropriations which shall here-
after be made for the expenses and support of
prisoners convicted in the District of Columbia,
shall be applied, under the direction of the Sec-
retary of the Interior, to defray the expenses of
transporting to and subsisting prisoners in any
prison selected by him, as before provided for
thei r confinement The Secretary of the Interior
shall also cause to be paid from such appropria-
tions tbe sum of ten dollars to each prisoner
when he or she shall be legally discharged, to en-
able such prisoner to reach the point he or she
may wish to go to.

ec. 6. And be it further enacted, That when-
ever a suitable penitentiary shall be erected in
the District of Columbia, and completed for the
reception of prisoners, it shall be the duty of the
Secretary of the Interior to cause to be trans-
ferred to such penitentiary all persons who shall
then be imprisoned ontside of tbe District of Co
lumbia, under sentence of the Criminal Court of
said District

Approved, January lft, 1863.

Chap. XI.
An Act making Appropriations for the Suppoit

of the Military Academy for the Year ending
the thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and
sixty-fou- r.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States ot America in
Congress assembled. That the following sums be
and the same, are hereby appropriated out of any
money in thfe Treasury not otherwise appropria-
ted, for the support of the Military Academy for
the year ending the thirtieth of June, eighteen
hundred and sixty-fou- r :

For pay of officers, instructors, cadets and mu-
sicians, one hundred and seventeen thousand one
hundred and seventy-si- x dollars.

For commutation of subsistence, five hundred
and forty seven dollars and fifty cents

For pay in lien of clothing to officers' servants,
three thousand six hundred and seventy-thre- e

dollars and fifty cents.
For current and ordinary expenses, as follows :
Repairs and improvements, fuel and apparatus,

forage, postage, telegrams, stationery, transpor-
tation, printing, clerks, miscellaneous and inci-
dental expenses, and departments of instruction,
thirty-nin- e thousand seven hundred and five dol-
lars.

For gradual increase and expense of library,
one thousand dollars.

For expenses of the board of visitors, four
thousand dollars.

For forage of artillery and cavalry horses, five
thousand dollars.

For supplying horses for artillery and cavalry
exercise, one thousand dollars.

For repairs of officers' quarters, one thousand
five hundred dollars.

For targets and batteries for artillery exercise,
one hundred dollars.

For furniture for hospital for cadets, one hun-
dred dollars.

For annual repairs of gas-pip- and retorts,
three hundred dollars.

For kitchen of cadets' mess nail, two thousand
dollars.

For furniture for soldiers' hospital, two hun-dr- e

dand ninety-tw- o dollars.
For replacing roofs of academic buildings, four

thousand dollars: Provided, That' the walls of
said buildings are, in the opinion of the superin-
tendent, strong enough to bear tbe weight of a
slate roof.

For fire apparatus, three thousand dollars.
Approved, January 23, 1863.

Chap. XTTT.

An Act to amend tbe Act entitled " An Act to
amend the Act of the third March, eighteen
hundred and thirty-seve- n, entitled 'An Act
Supplementary to the Act entitled " An Act to
amend the Judicial System of the United
State."
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That from and after the
passage of this act the districts of Ohio and
Michigan shall constitute tbe seventh circuit, and
the district of Illinois, the district of Indiana,
and the district ot Wisconsin shall constitute the
eighth circuit

Approved, January 28, 1863.

Chap. XIV.
An Act to provide for the Printing of the Annual

Report of the Banks of the United States.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Re--

of the United States of America inSresentatives That it shall be the duty of
the Secretary of the Treasury to cause the annual
report upon the Banks of tbe United States to be
completed at as early a day before the first Mon-
day in October in each year as it practicable.

Sec. 2. And be it farther enacted, That when
completed, or in the course of its progress to-
wards completion, if that will give dispatch to the
business, tbe work of printing, under the superin-
tendence of said Secretary, shall be printed and
ready for delivery, on or before the first day of
December next ensuing the close of the year to
which the report relates.

Sec 3. And be it farther enacted, That untill
Congress shall otherwise direct, the Secretary of
the Treasury shall cause to be printed five thou-
sand copies of said report for the nse of Congress
and Treasury Department

Approved, January SO, 1863. ,

"
WM. H. TTJELINGTON,

Commission and Skipping Merchant,
WILMINGTON, N. C.,- -

RESUMED BUSINESS, WILL BEHAVING to serve his old friends and custom-
ers, and all others wishing business attended to
with promptness.

Solicits consignments of Cotton. Naval
Stores, Bacon Timber, Grain, &c.

Pgr Charges made light
Sqpt 13, 1S6& 7 87 wly

LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES,

Passed at the First Session, which was begun
and held at the City of Washington, in the
District of Columbia, on Monday, thefourth
day of December, A. D. 1865, and ended on
Saturday, the twenty-eight-h day of July, A.
D. 1866."

PUBLIC ACTS.
Andrew Johnson, President. La Fayette

S. Foster, President of the Senate. La
Fayette S. Foster was elected President
of the Senate pro tempore on the seventh
day of March, and so acted until the end
of the Session. Schtjtler Colfax, Speaker
of the House of Representatives.

Chap. CLXV.
An Act makings Grant of Lands in alternate Sec-

tions to aid in the Construction and Extension
of the Iron Mountain Railroad, from Pilot Knob,
in tbe State of Missouri, to Helena, in Ar.
kansas.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That there be, and is here-b- y

granted to the State of Missouri, for the pur-
pose of aiding in the construction and extension
of the Iron Mountain railroad, from its present
terminus at Pilot Knob to a point on the southern
boundary line of the State of Missouri, every al-
ternate section of land, designated by odd num-
bers, for ten sections in width on each side of said
road ; but in case it shall appear when the route
of said road is definitely fixed that the United
States have sold any sections of parts thereof,
granted as aforesaid, or that the right of

has attached to the same, then it shall be
lawful for any agent or agents to be appointed by
the Governor of said State to select, subject to
the approval of the Secretary of the Interior, from
the lands of the United States nearest to the tiers
of sections above specified 60 much land in sec-
tions or parts of sections, to be selected as afore-
said, as shall be equal to such lands as the United
States have sold or otherwise appropriated or to
which the rights of have attached,
which lands thus selected shall be held by the
State of Missouri for the use and purposes afore-
said, and for none other: Provided, that the lands
so located shall be within the Ironton land dis-
trict as. now established and not more than twenty
miles from tbe line of said road : And provided,
farther, That all mineral lands except those con-
taining coal and iron, and any lands heretofore re-
served to the United States by any act of Con-
gress or in any other manner by competent au-
thority for the purpose of aiding in any object of
internal improvement, or for any other purpose
whatever, be, and the same are, reserved to the
United States from the operation of this act, ex-
cept so far as it may be found necessary to locate
the routes of said railroad through the same, in
which case the right of way only shall be granted,
subject to the approval of the President of the
United States.

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted. That there
be, and is hereby, granted to the State of Arkan-
sas, for the purpose of aiding in the construction
and extension of a railroad from the point where
the Iron Mountain railroad intersects the south
ern boundary line of Missouri, by the nearest and
most practicable route, to a point at or near the
town of Helena, on the Mississippi river, every
alternate section of lai d, designated by odd num
bers, for ten sections in width on each side of
said road ; but in case it shall appear: when the
line of said road is definitely fixed, that the Uni-
ted States have 6old any sections or parts thereof,
granted as aforesaid, or that tbe right of

has attached to the same, then it shall be
lawful for any agent or agents to be appointed by
the Governor of 6aid State, to select, subject to
the approval of the Secretary of the Interior, from
the lands of the United States nearest to the tiers
of sections above specifier so much land, in alter-
nate sections, designated as aloresaid, as shall be
equal to such lands as the United States have sold
or otherwise appropriated, or to which the rights
of have attached, which lands thus
selected shall be held by the State of Arkansas for
the use and purposes aforesaid, and for none
other : Provided, That the land so selected and
located shall in no case be further than twenty
miles from the line of road when the same shall
be located: And provided further, That all min-
eral lauds, except those containing coal and iron,
and any lands heretofore reserved to the United
States by any act of Congress, or in any other
manner by competent authority, for the purpose
of aiding in any object of internal improvement,
or for any other purpose whatever, be, and tbe
same are, reserved to the United States from the
operation of this act, except so far as it may be
found necessary to locate the routes of said rail-
way through the same, in which case the right of
way only shall be granted, subject to the appro-
val of the President of the United States.

Sec. 3. And be it farther enacted, That the sec-
tion ana parts of sections of land which shall re-
main to the United States within ten miles on
either side of said road, and the even sections and
parts of sections corresponding to the odd ones
selected within twenty miles of the same, shall
not be sold for less than double the minimum
price of the public lands when sold, nor shall any
of the said lauds become subject to private ent ry
until the same shall have been first offered at
public sale to the highest bidder at or above the
minimum price as aforesaid: Provided, That ac-
tual bona tide settlers under the pre-empti- laws
of the United States may, after the proof of set-
tlement, improvement, and occupation, as now
provided by law, purchase the same at the increa-
sed minimum price ; And provided, also, That
settlers under the provisions of the homestead
law, who comply with the terms and require-
ments of this said act, shall be entitled to pa-teu- ts

for an amount not exceeding eighty acres
each, anything in this act to the contrary not-
withstanding.

Sec. 4. And be it fnrther enacted, That the
said railroads shall be, and remain, public high-
ways, so far as the same may be constructed un-
der this act, for the use of the government of the
United States, free of all toll or other charges
upon the transportation of any property or troops
of the United States, and at the costs in all re-
spects of said railroad companies ; and the said
roads are hereby required to be constructed with-
in the term of five years from and after the first
day of July, anno Domini eighteen hundred and
sixty-six- .

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the
lands hereby granted to said States of Missouri
and Arkansas shall be disposed of by said States
for the purpose aforesaid only, and in manner fol
lowing, namely : Whenever the governor ol eith-
er of Said States shall certify to the Secretary of
the Interior that any section ot ten consecutive
miles ofeither of said roads is completed in a good,
substantial, and workmanlike manner, as a first-cla- ss

railroad, and the said Secretary shall
that said State has complied in good faith

with this requirement, the said Secretary of the.
Interior shall issue to the said State patents for
all the lands granted and selected as aforesaid,
not exceeding ten sections per mile, situated op-
posite to and within a limit oi twenty miles of the
line of said section of road thus completed, ex-
tending along the whole length of said completed-sectio-

often miles of road, and no further. And
when the governor of said State shall certify to
the Secretary of the Interior, and the Secretary
shall be satisfied that another section of said road,
ten consecutive miles in extent, connecting with
the preceding section or with some other first-clas- s

railroad which may be at the time in success-
ful operation, is completed as aforesaid, the said
Secretary of the Interior shall issue to the said
State patents for all the lands granted and situa-
ted opposite to and within the limits of twenty
miles of the line of said completed section of road
or roads, and extending the length of said section,
and no further, and not exceeding ten sections of
land per mile for all that part of said road thus
completed under the provisions of this act and
the act to which this is an amendment, and so,
from time to time, until said roads and branches
are completed. And when the governor of said
State shall so certify, and the Secretary of the In-
terior sball be satisfied that the whole of any one
of said roads and branches is completed in a good,
substantial, and workmanlike manner, as a first-cla- ss

railroad, the said Secretary of the Interior
sball issue to the said State patents to all the re-
maining lands-grante-

d for and on account of said
completed road and branches in this act, situated
within the said limits of twenty miles from the
line thereof, throughout the entire length of said
road and branches : Provided, That no land 6hall
be granted or conveyed to said States under the
provisions of this act on account of the construc-
tion of any railroad or part thereof that has been
constructed under the provisions of any other aet
at the date of the passage of this act, and adop-
ted as a part of the line of railroad provided for
in this act: And provided. That nothing herein
contained shall interfere with any existing rights
acquired under any law of Congress heretofore

enacted making grants of land to the said States
ot Missouri anJ Arkansas to aid in the construc-
tion of railroads : And provided further, That
should said States or either of them fall to com
plete the roads herein recited within the time
prescribed by this act, then the lands undisposed
ot, as aforesaid, within the States so failing shall
revert to the United States. . ' .

Sec. 6-- And be it further enacted, That so soon
as the governoi of either of said States shall file
or cause to be filed with the Secretary of the In-

terior maps designating the routes of said roads
herein mentioned, then It shall be the duty pf the
Secretary of the Interior to withdraw from mar-
ket the lands embraced within the provisions of
this act

Sec. 7. And belt farther enacted. That nothing
contained in this act shall be held as vesting in
the State of Arkansas title to the lands herein re-

cited for the trust purpose aforesaid, or authori-
zing said State to make any disposition of the
same, until said State shall be restored in all re-

spects to its former relation to the national gov-
ernment and be represented in the Congress of
the United States.

Ppproved, July 4, 1866. , -

PRESlDENfSMESSAGE.

MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATES TO THE TWO HOU-
SES OF CONGRESS AT THE COM-

MENCEMENT OF THE SECOND SES-

SION.

Fellow- - Citizins of the Senate
and House of Representative :

After a brief interval the Congress of
the United States resumes its annual
legislative labors. An all-wi- se and mer-
ciful Providence has abated the pesti-
lence which visited our shores, leaving
its calamitous traces upon some portions
ojf our country. Peace, order, tranquil-
lity, and civil authority have been for-
mally declared to exist throughout the
whoh' of the United States. In all of
tiie States civil authority has superseded
the coercion of arms, and the people, by
their voluntary action, are maintaining
their governments in full activity and
complete operation. The enforcement
of the laws is no longer "obstructed in
any State by combinations too power-
ful to be suppressed by the ordinary
course of judicial proceedings ;" and
the animosities engendered by the war
are rapidly yielding to the beneficent
influences of our free institutions, and
to the kindly effects of unrestricted so-

cial and commercial intercourse. An
entire restoration of fraternal feeling
must be the earnest wish of every pa-
triotic heart ; and we will have accom-
plished our grandest national achieve-
ment when, forgetting the sad events
of the past, and remembering only their
instructive lessons, we resume our on-

ward career as a free, prosperous, and
united people.

In my message of the 4th of Decem-
ber, 1865, Congress was informed of tho
measures which had been instituted by
the Executive with a view to the gra-
dual restoration of the States in which
the insurrection occurred to their rela-
tions with the General Government.
Provisional Governors had been appoin-
ted, Conventions called, Governors elec-
ted, Legislatures assembled, and Sena-
tors and Representatives chosen to the
Congress of the United States. Courts
had been opened for the enforcement of
laws long in abeyance. The blockade
had been removed, custom-house- s re-

established, and the internal revenue
laws put in force, in order that the peo-
ple might contribute to the national in-
come. Postal operations had been re-
newed, and efforts were being made to
restore them to their former condition
of efficiency. The States themselves
had been asked to take part in the high
function of amending the Constitution,
and of thus sanctioning the extinction
of African slavery as one of the legiti-
mate results of our internecine struggle.

Having progressed thus far, the Ex-
ecutive Department found that it had
accomplished nearly all that was within
the scope of its constitutional authority.
One thing, however, yet remained to be
done before the work of restoration
could be completed, and that was the
admission to Congress of loyal Senators
and Representative from the . States
whose people had rebelled against the
lawful authority of the General Gov-
ernment. This question devolved npon
the respective Houses, which, by the
Constitution, are made the judges of
the elections, returns, and qualifications
of their own members ; and its consid-
eration at once engaged the attention of
Congress.

In the meantime, the Executive De-
partment no other plan having been
proposed by Congress continued its
efforts to perfect, as far as was practica-
ble, the restoration of the proper rela-
tions between the citizens of the respec-
tive States, the States, and the Federal
Government, extending, from time tc
time, as the public interests seemed to
require, the judicial, revenue, and pos-
tal systems of the country. With ,th
advice and consent of the Senate,, the
necessary officers were appointed, and
appropriations made by Congress' for
the payment of their salaries. The pro-
position to amend the Federal Consti-
tution, so as to prevent the existence of
slavery within the United States or any
place subject to their jurisdiction, was
ratified by the requisite number of
States ; and on the 18th day of Decem-
ber, 1865, it was officially declared to
have become valid as a part of. the Con-
stitution of the United Stated ; All of
the States in which the insurrection had
existed promptly amended their Con
stitutions, so as to make them conform
to the great change thus effected in the
organic law of the land ; declared null
and void all ordinances and laws of se-

cession ; repudiated all pretended debts
and obligations created for the revolu-
tionary . purposes of the insurrection ;
and proceeded, in good faith, to the
enactment of measures for the protec-
tion and amelioration of tbe condition
of the colored race. Congress, how-
ever, yet hesitated to admit any of these
States to representation ; ana Jt was
not nntil towards the close of the eighth
month of the session that an exception


