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1 he First Congregational Church of Fargo Celebrated the Twenty=Fifth Anniversary of Its Organization 
(Continued from Page Nine.) 

Tou ought to have heard the way In 
"Witch the Doxoiogy was then sung. 

_ The " following letter, addressed to 
Rev. Yergin, was then read by Rev. 
Yergfti, and I ask your special atten
tion to It in view of subsequent events 
that have recently come to pass. 

• "I heartily congratulate you and 
Fargo, especially on your triumph In 
getting a new church building, * such 
as I hear yours is. How I should 
love to be with you on the occasion of 
dedication. Mrs. B — and"*I 
rfevcr had, and never expect to have, 
stronger attachments than we had in 
jfl&rgo. Five of the happiest years of 
Otir lives were spent there and there 
e» no other pfca.ee on earth so much 
like home to us. When our bodies 
a*e laid to their final rest I hope they 

, may be put under the green sod of 
Fa rgo's quiet graveyard. Remember 
u$ tenderly to our old time friends. 

i Yours cordially, 
• R. A. Beard. 

Friends, when you recall that this 
letter was written fifteen years ago, 
you will appreciate that Dr. Beard 
was consistent when he said, recent
ly, "1 came back to Fargo because I 
wanted to come." 

Money for building this church 
Came in large part from the New Eng
land states. A liberal contribution, 
however, came from St. Michaels 
Episcopal church in Charleston, S. C., 
through the efforts of Deacon Kin-
near, in recognition of Mr. Kinnfcar's 

, successful effort to restore to that 
historic church, after the close of the 
war, a splendid and ancient chime of 
bells. x 

s 'fills church, as *lt then stood com
pleted, in February 1892, was un
doubtedly the best church edifice in 
Jtforth Dakota. During the first ten 
years 246 persons had united with the 
church, 101 being on confession „oi 

" faith. Of the total received 119 had 
Iween dismissed by letter, ten had died. 
' In the fall of 1892 Rev. R. A. Beard 

came president of Fargo college, 
and he and three members of his 
family united with this church. Sub
sequently Mr. H. O. Smith, father of 
Mrs. Beard was made a deacon. 

On the afternoon of June 7, 1893 al
most the entire business part of Far
go was burned together with many 
residences. Among the victims were 
not a few who were communicants of 
this church, and the result was the 
financial affairs of the church became 
embarrassed, and the effects of the 
fire in this way were not overcome for 
years. 

On Feb. 10, 1895 Rev. Yergin ten-
"<lert'd his resignation. „ The church 

declined to accept it, but his health 
continuing poor, we reluctantly re
considered and he preached for us the 
lasi lime as our pastor on July 28, 
181)5, on which occasion three per
sons united with the church. M^r. Yer
gin said in his letter—"for the most 
part ;hese have been years of unusual 
calamities fallen upon the church wftri 
peculiar force." I am glad to record 
that the members stood firm; through 
it all. nevertheless. 

Suitable resolutions were adopted 
by the church in recognition of his 
work. 

Rev. Yergln's predecessor was Rev 
ift. A. Beard, of Brainerd, Minn., that 
being ills first pastorate. Shortly 

'before he came here his home in 
Brainerd was burned together with all 
his manuscript sermons, so we had 
the satisfaction of knowing that his 
sermons delivered here were compos
ed especially for us. He first preach
ed In Fargo on Dec. 3, 1882, and he 
was the first to fill the pulpit in our 

'recently completed chapel. The seats 
wVe chairs, the floor uncarpeted, but 
it was a better place in which to wor
ship than we had been having in the 
old courthouse. What are .left of the 
old seats are now in the lecture room 
yonder and are regarded by the old 
timers almost as sacred relics. 

Now began one of the most delight
ful relationships that ever existed be
tween pastor and people. Our new* 
pastor was very soon in the thick of 
the work. An orchestra was organ
ised to lead the music in the Sunday 
school. Rev. R. A. Beard with his tiute, 
Ward well Ames, Chas. Bliss and R. O. 
Stewart wiih their violins, Mr. Matc-y 
with his cello. Seth G. Wright with 
his cornet, Geo. D. Ellis at. the organ 
and F. W. Pearson with his voice, 
made music fit for the gods to listen 
to. " 

On Oct. 30, '84, a council formally 
installed Rev. Beard as our pastor. Dr. 
Dana, of St. Paul being moderator. 

Through Mr. I. C. Gaylord friends 
in the Broadway Tabernacle, N. Y., 
presented us with a silver communion 
service, and Geo. S. Barnes, of this 
olty, presented us with a pulpit sofa. 
Everybody seemed to want to help 
along the work in some way. 

A ..yplcul instance, that well illus
trates the generous spirit that gener
ally prevailed during those happy 
days, was the following: Maj. W. F. 

,J3all happening to meet Rev. Beard on 
the street said to him—"it looks to me 
as if your church needed re-painting, 
does it not'.'% Mr. Beard had to ad
mit that it did. "Well," said the 
major, "have it painted to suit your*-
taste and tell 'em to send the bill to 
me." Do you wonder that Mr. 
B e a r d  l i k e s  F a r g o  p e o p l e ?  T „  

Mr. Beard %»as sought for when any 
public demonstration was held hav
ing for its object the well being of 
society, it mattered not if it were re
ligious, social or political, the ques
tion being an ethical one,, needing right 
thinking and strenuous action, it was 
well known that Mr. Beard's, influence 
could be commanded. 

"When Col. John D. Benton, repre
senting the reform element ran for 
sheriff, it seemed fitting . that Rev. 
Beard should lead the torchlight pro
cession seated on his magnificent 
white horse, and he lead the hosts to 
victory. It was the first victory for 
reform ever gained in Fargo. Thus 
within and" 'without the church he 
lead a strenuous life. .» 

The first year forty-eight person# 
united with the church, and Wften Mr. 
Beard resigned 'l|>4 had been enrolled 
as members and the ehapel had been 
increased one-third. It was a day of 
real sorrow wh<|if, on June 6, 1888, he 
finally resigned to take the position 
of (superintended u£ home mission* 

in Washington state. We all felt that 
his Fargo work was not finished. 

Mr. Beard's predecessor was Rev. 
O. C. Clark, of Connecticut, who was 
our acting pastor for one year. He 
with his family arrived in Fargo Sept. 
14, 1881 and began work. 

A first meeting was held in B. U. 
Judd's house on the corner west of 
the Presbyterian church. Sixteen 
persons were ready to co-operate with 
Mr. Clark in looking for church ma
terial. The time and place of hold
ing the first public service was Oct. 
9, 1881 and in Itarwood hall over Mor
rison's saloon, Geo. Wasem's music 
house occupies the site now. There 
were seventy-five persons present'. 
The choir consisted of Miss Lizzie 
Corson, now Mrs. J. L. Angell, alto; 
A. L. Moody, tenor; I. C. Gaylord, now 
a bank officer in New York, basso; 
and F. W. Pearson, soprano. Miss 
Hattie Hopson, now Mrs. C. H. Rupert 
was organist. It Is an interesting 
coincident that all of these primitive 
musicians are still Fargo residents ex
cept Mr. Gaylord. 

A Sunday school was organized im
mediately after the morning service 
with the following officers: L. W. 
Starbird, superintendent; J. M. Fish
er, asistant; I. C. Gaylord, secretary; 
W. H. Ellis, treasurer; Miss Hopson, 
organist; F. W. Pearson, choister. 
There were thirty persons present. 

Several committees, . on constitu
tion, calling a council, entertainment, 
etc., were appointed, and numerous 
meetings held in preparation for the 
all Important church council, and on 
Nov. 2, 1881 the council held. It would 
be interesting to give a full account 
of this first council but itme forbids. 
The council advised the organization 
of the church, and that it be named 
the First Congregational church. A 
public service was held, through the 
courtesy of the Methodists, in their 
new church home. A warm place for 
that People has ever since been in our 
hearts. Among those who partici
pated in that event were Rev.'s Dana, 
W. M. Montgomery, S. S. Williams, R. 
A. Beard, Geo, A. Hood and J. L 
Cory. 

Rev. Beard gave the right hand of 
fellowship, and he has been doing it 
ever since. He evidently fell in love 
with this church at first sight. 

In accordance with the recommen
dations of the council the church was 
formally organized that day with 
twenty-three charter members, and 
the following officers. O. C. Clark, 
acting pastor; E. U. Judd and J. M. 
Fisher, deacons; J. S. Woodruff, 
Wardwell Ames and L. W. Starbird, 
trustees; J. M. Fisher, treasurer; F. 
W. Pearson, clerk. 

Fargo had a population of about 1,-
200 then. The bird's-eye view picture 
of Fargo as it appeared in 1880, loan
ed us today by Mr. Wm. H, White, 
will give you a very good Idea of this 
city as it then appeared. 

Everything went along serenly till 
on- day Is Feb. 1882 Mr. Morrison or
dered us' to vacate Harwood hall. He 
wanted a card room over his saloon 
instead of a church. We moved to 
McIIench hall corner of Front and 
Fifth streets. 

About this time this present lot was 
bought. Later the boom struck Far
go add we were offered $6,000 for it 
but declined with thanks. The lot 
included the premises now occupied 
by R. M. Pollock, north and east of 
the church. In the spring and sum
mer of 1S82 plans for erecting a cha
pel developed. Mr. Clark went east 
to raise funds and we worked here. 
On Aug 26, we were ordered to va
cate McHench hall, for it was wanted 
for a beer hall and variety theatre. 
Thus twice during the firtjt. year sa
loon men said to our little band of 
twenty-three "skidoo" and we had to, 
because the saloon men then practi
cally ran the town, and with them 
possession was nine-tenth of the law. 
Kut listen. Not many years after, 
the people of Fargo, and of this state, 
avvoke to the fact that the saloon men 
were not only running their saloons, 
with their gambling annexes, but they 
were running the politics of the town! 
also. A prohibition league was or- j 
ganized, and I have the impression j 
that Its first meeting in Fargo was | 
h e l d  i n  o u r  c h u r c h ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  l e a - j  
gue backed by the churches, and the I 
voters, said to the saloons "you git" j 
and they had to. The saloon men] 
said "now watch the grass grow on 
Fargo's busines streets." Fargo re
fused to die even though it does not 
to this day possess a single saloon, 
nor does it grow hay on the creosote 
block pavements. But this is a di
gression. 

Yes, we had to move and to the only 
place available, viz, the old court
house. . There the floor was carpeted 
with sawdust. Numerous wooden 
cuspidors were filled with sawdust, 
and sawdust covered the window 
glass and sawdust was in the air. But 
as we were "sawing wood" in behalf 
of Congregational principles we did 
not mind a little sawdust. In this 
courtly mansion we celebrated our 
flirit anniversary. Mr. Clark sur
prised us by resigning his pastorate, 
as he wanted to begin a "mission" on 
tin: north side of Fargo. That mis-

"siuri was called Plymouth church. The 
next Sunday we met in our beautiful 
ohapei that stood on the site of this 
church. We expected Mr. Clark would 
preach for us but he did not appear, 
so we held a business meeting, vot
ed to call Rev. R. A. Beard, and you 
have already heard the result. 

Now a few words in regard to the 
embryonic First .. Congregational 
church. B. 17. Judd, a carpenter, like 
his Master, and like his Master won
derfully familiar with the scriptures, 
was the father of this church. He 
\* as of Massachusetts birth. In the 
summer and fall of 1880 he induced 
J. S. Woodruff of Connecticut: L. W. 
Sterbird of Maine and F. W. Pearson 
of New Hampshire, to co-operate with 
him in founding a Congregational 
church in Fargo. Thus sons of four 
New England state's were partly in
strumental in the planting of this New-
England church on the virgin soil 
of a new and grand empire. A. L. 
M »odv has been an active force in 
this church from its beginning, tor 
about two years as member of the 
congregation, then with his bride com-j 
insr into membership of the church, 
aud from ttiat time on they have lib* j 

eraiiy given of their time, strength 
and money. 

Passing time precludes my men
tioning many noble people who have 
gone from us and who were a blessing 
to those associated with them. The 
Fishers, Judds, Ames, Blisses, Ellises, 
Adams, Millers, Hunts, Moseleys, An
drews, Taylors, Kinnears, Smiths and 
a host of others faithfully did their 
part of the work, the Fishers especi
ally being active and faithful during 
practically the fuli twenty-five years. 

The wives of our five pastors were 
all superior women, doing their full 
share in advancing the interests of 
God's kingdom. Mrs. Beard for 
years, with her beautiful soprano 
voice, helped in the choir. She and 
Mrs. Yergin, Mrs. Dudley and' Mrs. 
Dickinson were all active in the la
dies societies and in missionary work. 
Never a word or reproach has Keen 
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Rev. Mr. Ciark, a former pastor. 

years ago. I did not see even the 
Fargo flood, and did not pass through 
the fire. V^hat shall I say in the 
presence of you pioneers of twenty-
live years ago. 

I met the Rev. E. S. Williams the 
other day in Minneapolis, and he told 
me of a trip he made in 1864 with 
President 'Fuller \of iAinfcab ^allege 
then a pastor in Minnesota, I believe. 
It was culled the Jay Cook and Gover
nor Marshall exploration party. They 
had a military escort to keep off Sit
ting Bull and his bands. They started 

the church was organized at Brecken-
ridge in 1876, the pastor Rev. S. Hall 
mnistered at Wahpeton. 

Rev. Hiram N. Gates was commis
sioned by our Home Missionary so-
citey to work along the line of the N. 
P. R. R. in Minnesota. He located 
at Detroit, Minn, and in 1873 came as 
far west as Jamestown and Bismarck 
and secured temporary buildings and 
found some of our folks In each of 
these places. The Presbyterians 
were also on the ground and claimed 
the territory as theirs. Our people 

from St. Cloud, Minn., and they went gave way and did little till 1880 when 
through to Fort Totten, N. D. to see Rev. Henry Wiliard also a Minnesota 
whether the country west of St. missionary was commissioned to be
cloud and especially west of the Red gin work in North Dakota. He or-
river was good enough to build the ganized a church at Mandan which 
Northern Pacific railroad through. St. j was afterward lost through inabill-
Cloud was as far as it reached at that ty to man the field and because oth-
tiine. When the party had come er denominations crowded into the 

town. 
Rev. David Wirt came to the state 

in 1880 and started work at Sanborn, 

of the ladles of the party, Mrs. Wil
liams the wife of a Congregational 
minister, solved the problem, by ap
pointing a service at Fort Totten that 
Sunday evening and she suggested 
that they would go to church all day 
and have Mr. l^jller preach at Devils 
Lake that night. 

Thirty-seven years ago this trip was 
made to decide whether this f country 
west of the Red river valley was fiit 
for civilization. Two Congregation
al ministers with their wives came 
along with the party as chaperones. 

The earliest religious work done 
brought against the good name of this within the territory covered by the 

within a <V»y's march of Fort Tot
ten, Sitting Bull's bands were hanging 
in the rear. It was Sunday morning 
and they wanted a good excuse to} Valley City and other places. 
go on to a place of safety as soon as 1 The church at Wahpeton was • or-
possible, but their Puritan training, ganized in April 1881 and at Valley 
was against Sunday marching. One City in August of the same year and 

church, or against the name of our 
pastor, by any member of their re
spective ^families. A royal record 
surely. 

Now a brief inventory. . In 1880 not 
one cent of Congregational property 
existed in Fargo, Dakota territory. 
In 1906 there is Congregational prop
erty existing in Fargo, North Dakota, 
to the value of $300,000, this including 
the two churches with parsonages, and 
Fargo college real estate, buildings 
and endowment. We have a right to 
feel glad. 

No one can estimate the spiritual 
assets of this church. Many, many 
lives have been made happier, broad
er and more useful because of its in
fluence. More souls have gone out 
from it than remain, and in most cases 
those who are still living are active 
factors in their respective communi
ties in advancing God's kingdom. 

Two weeks ago today Dr. Beard 
said "philosophy could never take the 

state wras by Catholic missionaries in 
the northern part. Shortly after the 
report made by the Lewis and Clark 
expedition in the early years of the 
last century, the Astors established 
fur trading stations and missionaries 
of the Roman church followed. 

The earliest Protestant missionary 
work was by Baptists in 1852 and by 
missionaries of the American Board 
in 1852. The missionaries were Ob-
erlin students. Some of these early 
missionaries paid for their devotion 
by martyrdom and have won the place 
in history as the "Martyrs of St. 
Joe." One of the missionaries of 
183& was killed by Indians and the 
wife of one of the missionaries of 
1852 was killed by them. Her son 
was a classmate of Mr. 8tickney. 
Walhalla is the scene of all this ear
ly missionary heroism and devotion. 
A monument was raised in honor of 
the missionary women who laid down 
their lives, by the women of the Pres-
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Rev. V. N, rergm, « former Pastor. 

place, of a Vision of God" and he also, byterian 
said that as our pastor "I am am- j 1888^ 
bitious to come before you with such 
a clear vision as to be able to help 
you to see God as Ho is." Could 
any pastor have a higher ambition? 

His words suggested to me the 
thought that this church is a spirit
ual observatory, located upon the 
mountain of opportunity. This ob
servatory is equipped with a wonder
ful spiritual telescope that is mounted 
securely on this pulpit—the tfloly 
Bible. Our pastor is a spiritual as
tronomer. if you please, who is skill
ed in scanning the spiritual firma
ment. That he has seen wonderful 
vis|ons of God, through this marvel
ous telescope, we may all share the 
visions wit# him, if we will. This 
bible is also a spectroscope, for the 
light that has come into the world 
through it, when analyzed by our spir
itual astronomer, is seen to contain 
three primary spiritual colors —"whut-
so-ever things are lovely and of good 
report"—an* made evident by thiji re
markable spectroscope. * 

Dr. Heard's mission among' ns is 
worth while only as we shall receive 
his admonitions, and receiving, im
part to others this knowledge born of 
love. T* rests with uw who are now
here to determine largely what the 
next twent.i -flye years history of this 
church shall be. 

Our opportunities afcd responsibili
ties are great. 

churches of the state In 

A Roman Catholic missionary was 
sent to the region north of Grand 
Forks shortly after I860 to care for 
the scattered people of that faith. 

Methodist preaching was done In 
Fargo in '71 and the First M. E. church 
was organized in 1874. 

The Presbyterian church at Bis
marck was organized the same year ment set in the other way and it was 

our own church Nov. 2, 1881 
The state work till 1882 was cared 

tor and developed from Minnesota 
and under the care of the superin
tendent of missions of that state Rev. 
L. H. Cobb. This worthy man who 
helped at the beginning died recently 
after being secretary of the building 
society for over twenty years. 

The Home Missionary society ap
pointed Rev. H. C. Simmons as sup
erintendent of missions for North Da
kota in 1882. He was told Congre-
gationalipts had no business in North 
Dakota. He soon proved that they 
had. 

He devoted his entire time to the 
promotion of Congregational church 
work as superintendent till 1894, when 
he was elected president of Fargo col
lege. He continued for about three 
years as superintendent of missions 
and also president of the college, 
making fifteen years in all. Then 
Rev. John L. Maile was superintend
ent for about two years. 

Most of the earlier growth of the 
denomination came in the fifteen years 
of Mr. Simmons' administration of the 
missionary work. 

Mention should be made of the ef
ficient service of the Sunday school 
Missionary society. In 1887 Rev. Wm. 
Ewing was taken from the pastorate 
of Plymouth church in this city to 
devote himself to the organization of 
Sunday schools and the establishing 
of preaching . stations. He made 
Jamestown headquarters and was a 
"pathfinder" for the feet of Congre-
gationalists for a little over four years. 
Then came the present superintend
ent of the Sunday school missionary 
work, Rev. E. H. Stickney. Up and 
down the state of North Dakota he 
has been going for fifteen years and 
a considerable part of the Congrega
tional map has been due to his effll-
cient pioneering. All but forty-five 
of the churches in the state have been 
organized since he entered upon the 
general work. 

Only three ministers now In otir 
work have been in the state twenty 
years. They are Superintendent 
Stickney, Rev. C. A. Mack of Dwight 
and Rev. C. H. Phillips of Jamestown. 

During the first nine years of our 
church work in this state from 1881 to 
1890 some fifty-five churches were or
ganized. It was in this period Fargo 
college was established. The story of 
Fargo college is an interesting chap
ter alone. At the invitation of this 
first church in 1882 a meeting was 
held in Fargo, with Dr. Barrows of the 
Home Missionary society, Rev. J. H. 
Moriey of Winona, Minn., and Super
intendent Montgomery and a number 
of others from Minnesota and North 
Dakota present. President Strong of 
Carleton college gave an address on 
Christian academies. In the next 
year, 1883, again at. the invitation of 
this church the meeting of the State 
association was held here and eleven 
men among them, H. C. Simmons, G. 
B. Barnes and R. S. Beard, signed an 
appeal for a college for North Dako
ta. At that, meeting subscriptions 
were made amounting to 11,400, for a 
college, and it is said that most of 
this amount was subscribed by home 
missionaries. 

This period which saw fifty-five 
churches and the college started were 
years of rapid growth and expansion 
for the state. 

In the next nine years less progress 
was made. The tidal wave of settle-

CONGREGATION ALI6M, 

Tells of the Progress of , the Church 
Work in North Dakota. 

Rev. Gregory J. Powell, superin
tendent of home missionary work fur 
North Dakota, spoke on "Twenty-five 
Years of Congregational Wprk In 
North Dakota.' He s'aid: 

I feel like the man who drowned In 
the Johnstown flood. This Is a sort 
Of celestial parable. ' He died and 
wtnt to heaven. He thought the 
belis Would be rung and that all would 
be out to see the hero of the Johns
town flo.id. He met Noah. 
.> i came: to North Dakota only seven 

and is said to be the oldest Protest 
ant church in the state. 

The first Presbyterian minister1 to 
hold services in Fargo was a Mr. El
mer. who came over from Moorhead 
in 1873. He was pastor there, and 
the Presbyterians went to Moorhead 
to worship. 

The Catholics did the same till 1880. 
Indeed Moorhead bore a different re
lationship in those days from what 
she does in these days. Then she fur
nished Fargo religious services. 

'Presby>tefian ^fervpees were .main
tained from 1873 onward with more or 
less regularity till '78 when the pres
ent church was organized. The mem
bership was made up in part of peo
ple of our Pilgrim faith. Lay preach
ing strvicof as early a* 1873 were 
conducted by B. F. Mavkall of Moor
head. 

An Episcopal church missionary, 
a Mr. Wainwrlght. located at 
Fargo in the early seventies and he 
circulated out through the state as far 
as the Missouri river and Turtle 
mountains, making a circuit of a thou
sand miles in his missionary journeys. 
He was found away up near the Tur
tle mountains and asked why he hait 
wandered so far, replied that he had 
heard of a family out there and he 
had. come to look thom up and bap
tize their babies. 

In .Tune of '73 a Presbyterian mis
sionary named Lyon preached in 
Jamestown and in August of the same 
vear a Methodist minister named 
V^'ebb held service. 

Our ptople were early on the 
ground with work,among the Indians 
for in 1876 Rev. C. L. Hall began mis
sionary work at Fort Serthold out on 
the Missouri river. He is still there. 

In 1872 a Congregational minister 
held service at Wahpeton and when 

not easy to hold the ground occupied 
in some of those trying years. How
ever about thirty-two churches were 
organized in that period. 

The third period does not cover more 
than seven years and began with 1899. 
Within this period seventy-eigbt 
churches have been established add 
the Congregational academy at New 
Rock ford started upon its great car
eer. 

We pass the twenty-fifth mile stone 
of our church work in North Dako
ta witli a hundred and sixty churches. 
Some few have fallen out of the way. 
Of this whole number thirty are Ger
man, three Indian and one Scandi
navian. though there are several other 
Scandinavian churches in close fel
lowship wilh us whose pastors are 
Congregational ministers and they are 
with us practically, though they are 
not counted in our year book. 

Besides these established churches 
there are Sunday schools and preach
ing stations to the number of seventy-
five or'more where our work is carried 
on. 

One of our German* churches gave 
$300 for missions Sunday before last. 
and wc expect to make it $500 on that 
field. 

During each of the past six ye*rs 
and 1 expect the same will be true of 
this the seventh year more Congrega
tional churches were organized than 
in any other state of the union. Dr. 
Frank K. Sanders was so impressed 
on his recent visit to our state with the broad shouldered earnest, efiici 

twenty-five years of church life with 
more Congregational churches thAO 
her sister Dakota to the south than 
Nebraska, Minnesota or Wisconsin 
had at the same age. Even the good
ly state of Iowa had thirty iew«r 
Congregational churches at the *arna 
age. 

To accomplish these results the de
nomination • has poured into the state 
fully a half million dollars to care for 
the missionary work among the In* 
dians, to plant Sunday school>i, help 
support ministers, build churches and 
parsonages, and aid in carrying on 
the work of Fargo college and the 
academy at New Rockford. 

It may occur to some thai the 
grow th of these years has been, made 
by planting churches where theji were 
not neede"d. We some times hea? this 
criticism. While some mistakes* hare 
doubtless been made we are reonarlt* 
ably free from fault In this rrspect. 
Nearly half of our churches are 111 
places where there is no other etiurcll* 
almost twenty-five per cent are locat
ed where there is a another etiurch 
but not holding services In the .same 
language. leaving only a little over 
one-quarter where there arc (other 
churches in the same language. 

Our churches gave last year for be
nevolences nearly $3 per resident 
member, and made substantial in
crease in membership. Over a dozen 
are building houses or worship at the 
present time. In addition a Congre
gational club has been maintained for 
six years meeting in Fargo and Mo r» 
head. Our churches have also taken 
steps to enter the state federation of 
churches to be organized. 

A few words might be fitly said as 
to the growth of other rellglonis bod
ies. In round numbers there are be
tween 200 and 300 Lutheran churchM 
in the state, and about 200 Methodist, 
17:5 Presbyterian, about the same num
ber of Catholic churches. Then vre 
come in with our 160 and the Baptist 
with about a hundred, more thaji half 
Herman and Scandinavian, and the 
Episcopalian with fewer than fifty. 
The German Evangelical churchM 
number about thirty, and some other 
bodies have less than a dozen. I 
think it is safe to say there are about 
1.200 churches in our state, and there 
has been spent between one and two 
million dollars of outside missionary 
money in building up the present 
church work of our state. 

The churches of our order have tak
en root in this state in paxt hocau.se 
of the adaptability of our church gov
ernment for the gathering of all kimle . 
of people into a sort of union church. 
Ours is the second choice of mutt 
Protestant christians If they cannot 
have their own. Many of our church
es are made up of people who were al
most all brought up in other denom
inations. And some of them had not 
even one Congregationalist at their 
organization. 

Our denomination has been true to 
the great missionary idea of the early 
christian church and also to this same 
spirit in their spiritual ancestors of 
the Pilgrim faith. Wc furnished 
some of the early missionaries among 
the Indians and have done as much as 
any for their care. 

We have cared foe Christian educjjj-
tion, and have now as you know the 
only christian college In the state. In 
this also we have been true to our 
sprltual ancestors who in New Eng
land established Harvard, Yale, Wil
liams, Dartmouth, Oberlln and Mar-
iettes in Ohio, and nearly for
ty others across the country. 

We have spent more money for tlMI 
support of Christian education thon 
all the other Protestant churches of 
the state. In this service we have 
been casting bread upon the water. 

In christian ethics we have been of 
the temper of our Puritan ancestors. 
I have heard of the stalwart and vig
orous work done by Mr. Simmons to 
prevent North Dakota from granting 
a charter to the Louisiana lottery. K 
telegram came from our Home Mis
sionary society to Superintendent 
Simmons when they were in the midst 
of the anti-lottery campaign to go 
ahead and they would back him. Oth
ers of our men deserve mention for 
their heroism. I know our people 
have been earnest and devoted in se
curing and maintaining the prohibi
tion lawr of the state. 

The upward movement for the high
er life of this city was helped along 
by some vigorous service by the pas
tor of this church Dr. Beard In hi* 
other term of service. 

Our denomination at its recent 
meeting in Jamestown, voiced lt0 
own and the moral convictions of ft 
host of christian citizens In protest 
against the elevation to a high office * 
a man of doubtful moral character* ... 
Whether all agree with them or in it 
the Puritan conscience was express* 
ed. All will agree to that. . ' 

The next five or ten years are t® 
be as important as any of the pattf • 1 
in opportunities for the planting rjsp 
Pilgrim churches. We should vs* 
tablish fifty English speaking church* ' 
es in the next five years for it la eaf# 
to expect there will be 200 new towns 
started in that time. We should add 
to these twenty-five German churches 
and as many Scandinavian making ji • 
hundred more of our churches. 

If we can have file men and < i| 
money we can do It. * v V 

With such additions to our mini* *3^ 
ber and all of them saturated with 
the spirit of devotion to missions t$.^; 
christian education and to the high*<v 

est ideals of citizenship, shall wo noi. -
see our xpi«tidld young state take i<« < 
place alongside of Iowa and all our 
best commonwealths? ' 

In all of this we shall look to this 
strong First church at the Gate City ,* 
of the state the commercial and lu-
Ilectual center, of North Dakota, to "• 
lead strongly. " , 

This church is fortunate to have at 
this hour as she comes to the begin* . 
ning of her second twenty-five year# ' 
of work, of history making leadership, . 

the great developments of our work 
that he is preparing a booklet on 
North Dakota as an example of ag
gressive and encouraging denomina
tional work. It is especially for the 
sons of the Pilgrims down east, ttsmi 
they may have assurance that their 
tribe Is still increasing. 

North Pakota passes oat of her firstf 

ent, large hearted pastor of wide ex
perience to help this church do its 
"grown up work." 

1 am sure the greatest opportunity, . 
that any one of us ha# Is to put his 
shoulder under th« work and keep 
step with Dr. Beard. May we ail fei* 

1 
(Continued on Page Foarteefe.) 


