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m Thp First Congregational Church of Fargo Celebrated 
-Fifth Anniversary of Its Organization 
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ion and reminiscence service held t$ is pulpit. His earnest and inspir-
Monday evening. Emerson H. Smith J ifcg utterances, and enthusistlc exam-
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The Present First Congregational Church 

-The completion of twenty-five years 
of church life was fittingly celebrated 
by the members of the First Congre
gational church, their friends this 
week. The local church, being the 

• mother church of Congregationalism 
in this state Its passing of th'e quarter 
century mile stone, marks an epoch 
in Congregational church history in 
North Dakota and the event conse
quently is very significant. Sunday 
was a full day for the local Congre-
eationalists, four special services be
ing held in the church. At the mom-
lnf service two addresses of particu
lar interest were delivered. Frank 

. W. Pearson, who has been clerk of 
the. church since Its establishment 
gave a history of the local church un
der the title "Twenty-five Years of 
("onfregationalism in Fargo" and Rev. 
Gregory J. Powell, state superintend
ent of home missions spoke on "Twen
ty-five Years of Congregational 
Church Work in North Dakota." 

A fellowship meeting was held In 
the forenoon. Members of the other 
Protectant churches of the city whose 
work began previous to or about the 
time of tbf establishment of the First 
Congregational fchurch were invited 
to participate in this service and ad
dresses were delivered by Mr. Tilden 
and William H.' Aymar for the Bap
tists, Rev. H. G. Leonard and William 
H. White for the Methodists and Rev. 
C. R. Adams and Judge S. G. Roberts 

•In behalf of the Presbyterians. 
In the evening there was Another 

commemorative service in the course 
of which Mrs. J. M. Fisher under the 

: title "The Marthas and Marys" told of 
the work done by the women of the 
church, while Rev. J. F. Dudley, a for-

*- mer pastor of the church delivered an 
.^address of unusual interest. 

Beautiful and appropriate music 
characterized both the morning and 

".^evening services. The regular choir 
1, was assisted by the Imperial quartette 
;of Mnoihead consisting of S. H. Kan-
"tor, first tenor; James H. Burnhani, 

*• second tenor: Howard Moody, first 
' * bass and T. R. Lewis, second bass. D. 
'•Divight Simmons presided at. the or

gan and a number of beautiful selec-
lions including both solo, duet and 

f quartette singing were rendered. A 
. „ beautiful anniversary hymn written 
""•especially for the occasion by -Mrs. N. 

C. Young, a member of the church 
,' who have since moved away from the 
•''city were present at the anniversary 

? celebration.. " s 

, The different pastors who have pre-
sided over the church and guided its 
destinies since its establishment to-

>>' get her with the dates of their pastor
ates are as follows: 

Pastors. , 
Rev. O. C. Clark, November 1881 to 

February 1888. , . 
Rev. R. A. Beard, February 1883 to 

July 1888. 
• Rev. V. N. Yergin, March f889 to 

. August 1895. 
Rev. J. F. Dud ley, D. D.f October 

v , 181*5 to Octobre 1901. 
Rev. Charles II. Dickinson, October 

" 1901 to October 1905. 
Rev. R. A. Beard, D. 3>„ September 

"1906 to-— -. ' „ / 
The present officers of the church 

and members of the anniversary com
mittees are: 

Church. 
Trustees—Wilbur Lawrence, chair

man; Henry F. Emery, John S. Wat
son, Alfred L* Moody, Harry E. Ma
gi il, George H. Phelps, Gregory J. 
Powell. 

Deacons—Andrew A. Love, Pitt G. 
Knowlton, Frank W. Pearson, Arthur 
H. Beaven. 

Deaconesses—Mrs. Frank W. Pear
son, Mrs. Edward C. Gearey, sr. 

Clerk—Andrew A. Love. 
/ Treasurer—Edward C. Geared,' |r. 

Sunday School. 
Superintendent — Emerson Hall 

Smith. 
Assistant Superintendent—Paui EL 

Simmons. 
Secretary and Treasurer—Homer E. 

Dixon. «.>.*• 
Assistant Secretary and Treasurer-

presided and in opening the meeting 
delivered an interesting address in 
which he gave a brief history of the 
church, told of some of the families 
who had been Instrumental In it^ 
founding and the early progress and 
also referred to those who are now 
active in the church work. The ser
vice all through was informal and 
more or less personal in character. 

At the close of Mr. Smith's address 
A. A. Love read a number of letters 
from former members of the church 
who now reside in other cities in 
which they expressed regret that they 
could not be present and wished the 
church God speed in Its work. Fol
lowing this came a programme of 
brief addresses, given by representa
tives of other Congregational church
es and by men and women who had 
been or were connected with the 
church work. Among the first speak
ers were Rev. George Aj. Traut and 
George E. Perley who brought greet
ings from tine First Congregational 
church of Moorhead. SThe spoke of 
the aid and support which had been 
rendered by the Fargo church to its 
weaker and younger sister and ex
pressed their gratification and thanks 
therefore. 

Rev. M. Peterson, pastor of- the 
Scandinavian Congregational church 
was another speaker. He gave a 
brief history of his church, told of the 
work it was doing and extended greet
ings and congratulations. Mrs. W. 
R. Purdon representing the First 
Church of Wahpeton which was the 
first Congregational church to be es
tablished in North Dakota, having 
been founded about six months before 
the Fargo church then spoke briefly 
bringing a message of encouragement 
and congratulation. Pev. G. B. Barnes 
who has twice served as acting pas
tor of the Fargo church told of some 
of his experiences and spoke of the 
gr at work which he thought the 
church should be able to accom-
l lish. 

A number of other. Interesting and 
inspiring addresses were made and at 

pie, 
interests of the church did not lan
guish under his guidance. 

An event of unusual interest during 
this period was the ordination of Miss 
Frances E. Miller. She grew up in 
our midst, graduated from Fargo col
lege and is now a co-worker of Evan
gelist Sunday. 

Rev. Chas., H. Dickinson, the fifth 
pastor of this church, came to us from 
Canandaigua, N. Y., filling the pulpit 
fqr the first time Sept. 15, 1901. He 
w:as installed pastor by council Jan. 
14, l!)ftl!, and this same council formal
ly dismissed Rev. Joseph F. Dudley, 
D. D. 

Dr., Dickinson was of Connecticut 
hfrth. The degree of Doctor of Di
vinity was conferred upon him, by the 
way, after he came to Fargo, py Fargo 
'.rtlege. He *was scholarly, earnest 

d a tireless worker. While in-
hiect to the advocacy of higher crlt-
isnt his constant theme from the 
ulpit was the Gospel of Service, and 

i|i his own person he exemplified that 
real doctrine unselfishly. 
One of the most important events 

occurring during Dr. Dickinson's pas-
forate was the erection of the parson
age, at a cost of $3,500. On its com-

Dr. R. A. Ben.rj. tH'.' P 

tirely surrounded by water, but the 
pletion there was a house warmingjoke ot jt wa« the water did not sur-
that warmed all of our hearts. The | round the Baptist ehurch. Moun-
doctor was a trustee of Fargo college 
the latter year of his pastorate and 
was greatly interested in the school. 
It was largely through his efforts that 
About $5,000 was subscribed by mem
bers of this church and congregation 
toward the endowment of Fargo col
lege. One practice Inaugurated by 
Dr. Dickinson, and found helpful, was 
that of receiving college students as 
associate members of this church, 
without their severing home church 
ties. 

One of the last events that occurred 
under Dr. Dickinson's pastorate was 
the holding of the .state Congregation
al association meeting in our church. 
It was made notable by the presence 
Of Dr. Washington Gladden. That the 
public might hear this distinguished 

tains of snow Jn the winter of 1896-7 
caused the rivers of waters. 

One of the most important, events 
during the pastorate of Dr. Dudley 
was the organization of a chorus choir 
of from thirty to thirty-five voices by 
Prof. Irk B. Penniman of Fargo college. 
It proved one of the most popular and 
(effective Movements ever adopted 
by the church. 

On the evening: of Dec. 20, 1899, 
when on his way to the week day 
meeting here, Rev. H. C. Simmons, D. 
D. president of Fargo college, was 
suddenly stricken by the hand of 
death. A useful life had ended. He 
was aggressive, in behalf of christian 
(education and Congregational prin
ciples, In his death Fargo college 
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e Old First Congregational Church. 

Wlliiam Magill. 
Choister—Miss Edna A. Dunning. 
Sunday School Committee—-Mrs. 

Newton C. Young, Mrs. Frank W. 
Pearson, Mrs. D. Dwight Simmons. 

Anniversary Committees. 
Executive—Mr. Emerson Hall Smith 

Rev. Gregory 3. Powell, Mr. A. L. 
Moody, Mrs. F. W. Pearson, Mrs. W. 
H. Stewart. 

Printing a.nd Invitations—Mr. An
drew A. Love, Abbie W. H. Best, Mr. 
Frank W. Pearson. 

Music—Mr. A. L. Moody, Mrs. Er
nest R. Wright, Mrs. Seth G. Wright. 

Decorations and Refreshments—Wo
man's Union. 

Finance—Mr. John S. Watson, Mr. 
Hamilton W. Gearey, Mr. H. E. Ma-
£iU, Mr. Geo. H. Phelps. 

\ REMINISECENCE MEETING, 
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the close of the regular programme all; divine a number of gentlemen, mem-

Pleasant Session at Which Interesting 
Events Were Related. 

Th>; celebration closed with a reun-

Dr. £» "H. iOickinaon, a Farmer Patt(r, •O-. -y. a: - .St v 

present joining in singing that beau
tiful hymn, "God Be With You Till 
We Meet Again, After this the meet
ing broke- up into a social gathering 
and a pleasant hour was spent In 
greeting old friends, thus bringing the 
anniversary celebration to a very fit
ting-close. 

' HISTORY OF THE CHURCH*- . 

Frank W. Pearson One of the Organ-
ixers, Tells of Work. 

' No man in the church is better 
qualified to tell the story of the or
igin, the struggles and the successes 
of the First Congregational church 
than F. W. Pearson. He said: 

Because I was present at the incep
tion of this church, on Nov. 2, 1881, 
and have been associated with it ever 
since, the committee on arrangements 
insisted on my preparing this history. 
It Is the fourth Lime I have served as 
historian, and, while it is a service of 
love, I promise you now I will not in
flict myself upon you when the fif
tieth anniversary is celebrated. 

In giving this sketch I shall consid
er that there are six epot-hs, five of 
them being the periods covered by the 
five pastorates prior to the present 
one, and the sixth the embryonic per
iod. •• 

Because they are known to you I 
will omit any reference to recent. 
events connected* with Dr. Beard ' n  

present pastorate, and will go back
ward to the beginning, thus going' r>H first on the morning of Oct. «, and 
front the generally known to the gen- his eloquent sermon that morning was 

bc-rs of this church and congregation, 
leased the operahouse. Of course the 
house was crowded and the j address 
inspiring. Dr. Dickinson was very 
active In promoting the success of the 
association meeting. It was pro
nounced by many the beat evter held 
in the state. 

On Sept. 24, Dr. Dickinson tendered 
his resignation. It was a complete 
sunrise t> all. coming as it did im
mediately after the very successful 
association meeting. Itfwas accepted 
preforce of circumstances and very 
complimentary resolutions were unan
imously adopted, one clause reading: 

"We accept the resignation with 
profound and universal regret in the 
church, the city and state, yielding to 
the opinion of our pastor, which the 
church does not share, that his work 
in this field is completed." 

On Oct. 5, 1905 a church council 
formally approved his resignation. 

The fourth pastor of this- church, 
Rev. Joseph F. Dudley, D. D., ^came to 
us from Eau Claire, Wis. His first 
appearance in Fargo was for the pur
pose of making the Fargo college com
mencement address in June 1895 from 
this pulpit. His address was master
ly. and made a marked impression, 
and many there were in that large 
audience who said to themselves and 
to others "he would be an idea) man 
for this church pastorate." A for
mal and unanimous call was tender
ed him in August. He filled tho pul-

crally unknown. I will say, however, 
in passing, that this is the fifth time 
that Dr. Heard has come more or less 
closely into the life of this church, 
and you will find that he has been 
its firm friend from the beginning. 

The present officers of the church 
are: Trustees, Wilbur Lawrence, 

an earnest of Urn many others tbul 
were to follow on coming Sundays for 
a period of nearly six years. He was 
subsequently formally installed by 
council. 

Som«? sixty families worshipped with 
us when Dr. Dudley canae, and about 
100 when he left us. A floating debt 

chairman, H. F. Emery, H. E. Magill. of about $3,000 was raised during his 
A. L. Moody, Geo. H. Phillips, Rev.. pastorate, and provision tmule for 
Gregory J. Powell, and John S. Wat- | gradually paying the ?:" .000 obliga-
son. Treasurer, E. C. Gearv, jr., tion due the church building «o>.lety, 
clerk. A. A. Love. Deacons, Prof. P. 
G. Knowlton, Prof. A. H. Beav«n, A. 
A. Love and fr\ W. Pearson, Supt. of 
Sunday school, Emerson H. Smith, as
sistant, Pan! Simmons. 

Prior to Dr. Hoard's present pastor
ate you will recall that for nearly 
a year Dr. Geo, B. Barnes occuplcd 

O"" expeiiencc that was decidedly 
rnnei to Dr. Dudley occurred during 
the flood in the spring of 1897 There, 
Ss a photograph in existence show
ing Dr. Dudley in a boat being rowed 
along Second avenue south in front of 
his then residence. Thdre is an
other plioto showing this church en-

and this church lost a staunch and 
faithful friend. It may truly be said 
that Fargo college is a monument to 
his devotion and energy. His fam
ily Is perpetuating hi« work In this 
church. 

Dr. Dudley gradually bound his par
ishioners to him as with bands of 
steel, and when after nearly six years 
had passed he resigned, there were; on Kov 
many who felt that they could not 
willingly give him up, but he firmly 
though kindly declined to re-consider. 

teachings as his, can not accurately 
be measured. It may be'said of him 
that his individuality Is positive and 
his Influence pervasive. His Christian
ity rises above the narrow confines of 
sect, creed and dogma. Fruit from 
the seeds of his planting will continue 
to ripen in generations that are yet 
to come." 

Dr. Dudley's predecessor was Rev. 
Vernon N. Yergin, who came from a 
Presbyterian pulpit in Jordan, N. Y., 
beginning his pastorate March, '89, In 
the frame chapel that stood on this 
site. He was formally installed by 
a council April 11, 1889. Now began 
a very strenuous pastorate on the part 
of Mr. Yergin. Could he have an
ticipated what was coming It is cer
tain he would have been dismayed. 

On the night of Sunday, July 6, 1890 
a ' terrific wind storm passed over 
Fargo, demolishing Plymouth chapel 
and other buildings, and damaging 
our chapel and many other structures. 
It was a real calamity to us. Without 
delay the question of repairing the old 
or building a new church, was rais
ed, and the decision was to build the 
fiew. A building committee consist
ing of Rev. Yergin, Rev. H. C. Sim
mons, N. Stanford, J, M. Fisher and 
F. B. Morrill was elected. """(These 
men are all gone from us now) and 
we all began hustling for funds. On 
Oct. 1. Rev. Yergin reported that he 
had raised over $4,000 In Fargo and 
thought he could raise as much more 
in the east if he were granted a leave 
of absence. His request was grant
ed. 

In the meantime services were held 
in Fargo college chapel. President 
Geo. B. Barnes and others supplying 
the pulpit during our pastor's ab
sence. On Nov. 1890 Rev. Yergin re
ported good success in raising funds 
in the east and the following spring 
he again west east taking his family 
with him. On July 22, 1891 the trus
tees were authorized to make a loan 
of $5,000 from the Church Building 
society without interest. 

Finally the church was finished. 
tThe task that seemed impossible when 
first suggested was accomplished, 
thanks principally to Rev. Yergin. 
Over eighteen months had elapsed be
tween the date of the chapel's destruc
tion and* the church's completion. It 
had been a time to test the loyality 
and devotion of Its members. 

Feb. 10, 1902 was a happy day for 
this church. In this room was gath
ered an audience that taxed its ca
pacity. The celebration of the tenth 
anniversary of the organization of the 
church, which Khould have been held 

2, 1891 had been postponed 
so as to be - held In connection with 
4 lie dedication ceremonies. tTfyese 

rnl , . . services were participated in bjr 
I lie resolutions subsequenttly adopt- j friends from other churches, 
ed unanimously by the church were a Trustee N. Stanford reported that 
splendid tribute to Dr. Dudley's sterl- | only $466 remained to be provided for 
mg qualities and if time permitted I on the church building. Rev. Eugene 

May, of the First Methodist church, 1 will would like to read them entire. 
quote this one paragraph: 

"Six years agA Dr. Dudley came to 
us richly endowed by the experience 
of previous pastorates, extending over 
a period of thirty-eight years, and to 
us he brought the treasures garnered 
by his practical and scholarly mind. 
The influence of such a life, and such 

then arose and challenged Rev. G. R. 
Pike of the First Presbyterian church 
to pass the hat.* with him for the pur
pose of securing this balance. Rev. 
Pike accepted the challenge and $470 
was the next result, more than enough. 

(Continued on Page Thirteen) 

^ f 0r. j, F. Dudley, a Former Pastor. 


