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jT is approaching aftd the Problem thcxt confronts all is "What shall I 

| Give My Friends?" Yuletide Suggestions are found ill every 

corner of our store. We carry & line of goods that are mo$t,ap-

f}r6priSti for gifts—the kind th&t will be appreciated by our ft^ends. 
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GENUINE EBONY SETS 
We show an unusually large 
Une of Ebony comb anil, 
brush sets, militiry brus|t 
Set*, men's traveling set3 Hi 
finest polished ebbr>y. Guar
anteed best bristles, wears 
forever, never tarnish and 
very inexpensive* : : 
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THE PRESENTS YOU 
BUY HERE WILL B| 
LASTING AND THORO
UGHLY APPRECIATE! 
BY THE RECEIVER 
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re If icenc-' "-Silver 
PHICIZS LOWER — ALWAYS LOW£R 

Prettfe$t, Ne##st Patterns in Hollotvware, Tea S*ets, Water Sets, ^Cracker 
Jars, Baking Dishes, Fruit and Cake Dishes, Trays, Baby Cups, Napkin 
Rings, etc. We are making special offerings on these beautiful gifts. 

E ARE NOW IN HOLIDAY ATTIRE 

Watches 

Cut Glass 

Art China 

line leather 
Goods 

Statuary aud 
Engraving 

Safety Razors 

Jewelry 

Waterman Ideal 
fountain Pens 
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iSK$> i&hJfk t&LS: %?•!£'. *&:2X* «£**1X\'$* 
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The Views of a Grain * 
Grading Expert Given 

' V - . - • »  . . » , • •  '  4.•..,.* - ° ..' " 1 ; " .' 11 TV.V- . ., , 

Government Representative Opposes Natitml Inspec

tion of Grains and Discusses Present Methods— „ 

Address Before Grain Graders' Convention. 
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Thursday Fargo had a vislltdr, Hon." 
John D. Shanahan of the,TJntted States 
department or agriculture. Mr. 
Shanahan was chief grain Inspector at 
Buffalo, N. Y., for twelve or fifteen 
ypair., and then went to Superior, Wi:;., 
for a short time to assist in inspection 
there, still retaining his position in 
New York wtate. He has long been 
Iri close touch with the commercial 
end of wheat inspection! through the 
millers of the east and the exporters, 

and knows' the Importance of gbod in
spection — that is, inspection which 
produces actually the same kind of 
grain for each grade every time. He 
also realizes how much depends upon 
the Judgment of the individual in
spector, and how far different results 
are many times obtained from two 
shipments of grain^which may fee 
graded the same. 

While here he consulted with Dean 
Sheppard of the experimental station, 

Secretary W. C. Macfadden of the 
state bankers' association, and others, 
and endeavored to ascertain how the 
present inspection was regarded and 
what could be done to have the same 
improved. He left for Winnipeg 
Thursday evening and will investigate 
the system used in Manitoba, to de
termine what good qualities it may 
have and what should be avoided. 

Mr. Shanahan is inclined to think 
that the attempted inspection of 
grain in Wisconsin and th« agitation 
of national inspection has assisted in 
malting the Minnesota inspection bet
ter than it used to be. He declares 
Minneapolis inspection is better than 
that at Duluth, as millers and export
ers are both interested in seeing that 
it is fair, while at the lake port prac
tically only one interest controls. 

He is inclined to believe that the 
time has not arrived yet for national 
inspection, but that is what will even
tually have to come, but he believes 
it should be on different lines than the 
present proposed law in order that it 
may be as acourate as possible. He 
gay* that national inspection now 
would only result in great confusion, 
as it would *be impossible to secure 
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J. t"; As Christmas Gifts these ar« the most acceptably 
.. ; " ;f4 and the finest the world produces: 

Sandalwood^ . VAN IINHS' '• Gei$ha Flowers 
; '^sROGER & GELLET'8' 

' * v  •  -  .  ' - / ak Vera Violets J 

>  H U D N U T ' S ^ 1 - : ; ; , ; * f » 1 T a f r e  

Violet Incarnate ^"" ^ICKSECKER'S/ Pong 

Japanese Moon Flower LAZELL'S ^ Honeysuckle 

|)AYBROOK'S 
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PALMER'S 
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fancy foilet Sets / Military Brushes* >. ,, IGunthcr's Candies 
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enough qualified men in the entira 
country* to carry out such a law, and 
he thinks this end must gradually be 
approached. As best illustrating his 
position and views, the readers of The 
Forum may be interested in an ad
dress delivered by him before the 
Grain Graders congress, held under 
the auspices of the Grain Dealers' 
National association, in Chicago, Dec. 
14, which was substantially as fol
lows: 

"When some great change in ex
isting conditions is felt to be impend
ing, and the minds of men are ill at 
ease, we do not look for exact dis
crimination in the public discussion of 
fundamental questions. 

"The mood ot apprehension Is not 
favorable to precision. It contributes 
rather to the mixing up of things, 
which Carlyle says is the 'great bad,' 
and, where, with apprehensions are 
commingled a deep indignation over 
wrongdoing in high places, a profound 
sense of injustice that ought not to 
be borne and pity for those miserable 
ones upon whom the weight of in
justice falls, It Is peculiarly difficult to 
think otherwise than passionately, 
which means crudely and vaguely, 
about cause and remedy." These are 
the opening words of Franklin J. Ged-
dings, professor of sociology in Co
lumbian university, in a magazine ar-

j tide published last month, and it 
I seems to me to bo an able summing up 
I of conditions prevailing more or less 

throughout our country today, and can 
j be applied to a certain degree to the 
I grain trade in connection, particular

ly, with the thought of federal control 
of inspection, or federal control of 
grain grades. The trade has had ex
perience with all sorts of grain in
spection, from that of private inspec
tion to that controlled by states, and 
^11 has been found very unsatisfactory 
and that is the reason you are met 
here today. I have given this ques
tion a great deajl of study from a prac
tical viewpoint and had come to the 
conclusion long ago, that the cause 
of this unsatisfactory condition can 
be found in the fact that the grades 
of grain have no basis or foundation 
that coji be definitely measured and 
that there, coukl be no satisfactory 
inspection and grading of grain until 
these defects in the system were cor
rected. 

Conditions in the cloth trade would 
be similar if there was no standard 
yard stick -or measure, or there would 
be an added cause for dissatisfaction 
even In the grain trade if a pound was 
legally 16 ounces in Chicago, 14 ounces 
in New York, and every city or com
munity was allowed to make its own 
standard of weights. In the grades of 
grain as they now exist there are but 
two or three tangible factors stated, 
which could or would be recognized 
by a court of law, namely: The test 

cases where definite percentages are 
required. In the case of the test 
weight per bushel there Is no standard 
operation required for making this test 
and any grain man knows that a dif
ference of from one to three pounds 
per bushel can be made with some 
grains, by varying the mode or meth
od of filling the test kettle. 

It would seem that there should be-
no question as to what constitutes 
sound grain, but I have found that 
there is, especially in the out Inspec
tion of some markets. 

As to percentage requirements, there 
is no stated rule as to how .the de
terminations shall be made. 

Outside of these very indefinite re
quirements the rules for grading grain 
in the different parts of the country 
do not mean much of anything, and 
because of this weakness are often 
manipulated for the benefit of those 
the least honest and straightforward 
in the trade. 

From its experience with what Is 
known as political inspection, and 
mainly on account of causes I have 
mentioned, the trade generally is In 
such a state of fnind that It- revolts 
at the mere mention of the govern
ment in connection with Inspection 
matters. But for the purpose of 
speculation only, let us suppose that 
congress passes, as it is yery {Table 
to do, a federal inspection law for in
terstate and foreign commerce. Such 
a law would undoubtedly be: adminis
tered through the United States de
partment of agriculture, where the 
grades would be put upon a definite 
and easily readable percentage basis. 
Inspectors appointed under such a law 
woutd be appointed*only after pasing 
a rigid civil service examination as 
to their fitness for such a position. I 
merely mention this in order to get 
at the thought: Would such a condi
tion be better or worse than that now 
existing? But I am not here to talk 
government inspection, but to explain 
as clearly as I can what the United 
States department of agriculture is 
trying to do under existfng law. 

In the appropriation bill for the de
partment of agriculture for the year 
1907 the following clause occurs in 
the appropriation for the bureau of 
plant industry: , 

"To enable the secretary of agricul
ture to establish, at such points of ex
port as he may deem expedient, 
laboratories for the purpose of exam
ining and reporting upon the nature, 
quality and condition of any sample, 
parcel or consignment of seed or grain, 
fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000), or 
so much thereof as may be necessary; 
and the secretary of agriculture is au
thorized to report upon such samples, 
parcels or consignments from time to 
time, and the reports so made shall 
serve as a basis for the fixing of 
definite grades and for the Issuing of 
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COMMISSIONER OF INTERNAL 

REVENUE DISCUSSES IT. 

•# Denatured Alooluri lit 
Subject of Discussion by Yerkes, 

Who Says Conditions in the U. S. 

Differ Prom Those in Germany. 

Washington, Dec. 21.—Commission
er Yerkes of the Internal revenue bu
reau said today that he has noticed 
the proposed amendment to the free 
alcohol bill as offered by Senator 
Uansbrough yesterday. Mr. Yerkes 
says he expects to be called before the 
committee of congress to discuss the 
suggested changes hi the law and doe» 
not wir»h to express In advance his 
opinion a», to whether measures for 
encouraging the production of alco
hol to be denaturiaed in small quan
tities la what are known as farm or 
produce stills can be successfully car
ried out under the Internal Revenue 
laws of this country, although under 
the entirely different revenue system 
of Germany they have been more or 
less successful. 

Mr. Yerkes says that farmers in the 
country who individually or collec
tively believe they can produce alcohol 
In commercial yuan titles have a 
chance to try the system without any 
change in the law, leaving the process 
of denaturing to be met when It arises. 

The commissioner insists that he 
does not wish to discourage the manu
facture of alcohol for industrial pur
poses in small quantities, but has 
sought only to prepare regulation:; un
der which the law is to be operative 
in a manner to protect the public 
revenue. 
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. Cotton Seed Oili*« 'V 
Paris, Dec. 21.—When the matter 

comes before the chamber ot depu
ties there Is no doubt but a prohibitive 
duty will be placed on cotton »eed oil 
which Is largely imported from 
America. The olive oil industries are 
moving in the matter and are demand
ing protection against cotton seed oil, 
which is extensively replacing olive 
oil. The customs commission of the 
chamber of deputies will propose 
a rider to the budget increasing the •' 
tariff on cotton seed to 6 francs per 
kilogram. Strong representations will 

against the proposed in* 
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t-e made 
crease. (Continued on Page Fifteen.) 
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