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B«ys and Girls Institute and the Country LitC^inference Is en 
Way at the Agricultural Colle^y^ 

Last Evening the Streets Were Thronged Witji \nd Girls 
Here for the Big Conference ^ j w 

Young Folks Are the Guests of the A. C. and Trip Was Given 
to Each Delegation by home County 

'I 
- •  "  

PROGRAMME FOR TOMORROW. 

er. 

Church and Civic Improvement Day. 
8 a. m.—North Dakota Boys and Girls Institute Programme. 

.2 p. m.—Discussion, The Country Church as a Community' Build-

4 p. m.—The Press, the Library and Lecture Course. 
8 p. m.—Demonstration, The Church Social, Humorous lecture; 

Moving picture show. 

Last evening the streets ,of Fargo 
were thronged with a merry company 
of young people from the country 
districts. They were accompanied to 
the city by chaperones and there were 
nearly 200 of them. 

These little folks are those who have 
been successful in gaining prizes In 
the various counties of the state in the 
contests that have been going on for 
the past year. 

They are attending the third annual 
boys' and girls' institute. The winners, 
of prizes being the delegates that are 
attending the institute. The contests 
were for th<* best in the different 
counties in the raising of corn, and 
other grains for the boys, and in the 
making of bread, butter and other 
household articles on the part of the 
girls. 

Had Their Suppers. 
Last evening the greater number of 

the young company were escorted to a 
restaurant where, under charge of 
Professor Randlett and ladies, they 
were given a supper which was much 
enjoyed. Here they each received a 
yellow ribbon which showed that they 
were members of the party and en
titled to admission to anything. 

Fargo is busy today in entertaining 
these young: people and at the same 
time the first annual Country Life 
conference is taking place. The 
institute and country life meetings 
are running together and all are being 

at- the agricultural college. 
Visited This Morning. 

Out at the college this morning there 

were several hundred people assembled 
and all of these were from out of 
town with a few spectators from the 
city. There was not much attempt 
this morning to hold a meeting, for the 
young people were anxious to roam 
about, see the different buildings about 
the grounds and above all to get ac
quainted and visit among each other. 
The boys compared notes as to the 
best methods of raising corn and the 
different grains while the young ladies 
met and talked over butter makin;; 
and other matters of" that kind. It 
was a pleasant gathering this morn
ing. 

Business This Afternoon. 
This afternoon the real programme 

of the day begins, (&nd it opened with 
a discussion on The Country School 
as a Social Center. It was followed 
by a round table session, and county 
superintendents, country school teach
ers arid parents took part therein. 
This, it is expected, will end the affair 
for the afternoon, and in the evening 
there will be something in the nature 
of an entertainment, when the country 
band concert will be given by the A. 
C. cadet band and after this is over 
the subject of the country school play 
will'be taken up and.it is expected 
that this, will be amusing .to young as 
well as old. -

It might be stated that during the 
stay of ,the boys and girlg in the city 
they will be t)ie guests of the A. C., 
and in many cases the* counties from i 
Where .they come have- paid their 
entire expenses here. 
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AMERICAN WIFE OF FRENCH AMBASSADOR 
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SWEPT BY FIR 
pra/ton, nit Dec. 17.—The Are which 

originated in the Stratro'rd Mercantile 
Cn.'s building here at midnight, de-
troyed the principal structures in the 
town and threatened to wipe out a part 
of the residence section. The volunteer 
fire department conquered the flames 
at 6 o'clock this morning after aid 
from other towns had been asked. 

The largest buildings destroyed in
cluded the Stratford building, the 
Grafton bank and the Ruebel hotel. 
The guests were forced to flee from the 
hotel in their night clothes. 
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Madame Jusserand, wife of the French ambassador, was Miss Elsie Rich

ards, a daughter of Gleorge Richards, associate banker with Menroe in 
Paris. Although born in the French capital, she considers herself an Amer
ican. and is very proud of her ancestry. Like a great many other fash
ionable women of France, Madame JusBerand•attended a normal school, and 
received her certificate and degree at the City . Hall in Paris. She is a very 
public spirited woman and la constantly giving her aid- to local charities. 

THE EXCITABLE 
GOVERNOR OF 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 
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9,532,000,000 
COUNTESS WEDS 

/ iJ AN AMERICAN. 

730,000,006 Bushels Wheat 
Raised in .Nation 

Dispute Harked Sessfoa uf Peace 
Conference Today 

Hitch Caused tjy Absence oi 
Greece's Signature 

Switzerland Preparing for War 
—Augmenting Treasury 

London, Dec. 17.—An obstacle was 
encountered today by the plenipotent
iaries of the Balkan allies ani of the 
Ottoman empire, who are gathered 
here with the object of bringing about 
peace. The absence of Greece's signa
ture to the armistice and protocol was 
the cause of the hitch in the proceed
ings, and the delegates found it neces
sary to adjourn without effecting any 
real businesses. 

They will meet again Thursday 
afternoon and in the meantime w<Ul 
communicate with their home*fi:ove*n-
ments. It is understood the powers of 
the Turkish plenipotentaries did not 
authorize them to recognize the Hel
lenic delegates unless Greece signs the 
armistice, and therefore they are ob
liged to refer the matter to Constanti
nople before proceeding with the con
ference. 

The Greek representatives refused 
to sign a protocol when invited to do 
SO today, pointing out It would mak<y 
no difference, as the allies were united 
and a decision reached by the mem
bers of the Balkan league would b<-
binding on Greece equally with tbfc 
other members of the federation. 

Swiss Preparing. 
Berne, Switzerland, Dec. 17.—The-

Swiss government in view of the poa-" 
sibllities of war, is augmenting th^ 
amount of ready cash at its command.' 

A consignment of 55,000,000 in gold 
and silver arrived here today \iy: 
special train from Paris, and was lodg
ed in the Swiss National bank. 

The government also continues to 
4>rder quantities of jjrain from 
America. 
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fCopyright by Gk V. Buck.) 
Gov. Cole L. Blease of South 

Carolina has been the butt for 
more charges than an other execu
tive in the country during the past 
three years. He has gained a wide 
reputation because of his violent 
speech, and statesmen are still 
marvelling at his audacity in re
commending a warm ultimate for 
the constitution. He wojild like to 
represent his state in congress, 
and the present incumbents are 
wondering just what methods he 
will adopt in his efforts to 
the desired position. 
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DBEW FIVE YEARS 
"Williston, N. £>., Dec. 17.—Five years 

la state's prison is the sentence fixed 
by the jury. Which returned a verdict 
of guilty of manslaughter in the first 
degree, against James Fowler yester
day afternoon. 

Fowler killed William, * Griffith, 
Superior, Wis., In a fight dn a farm 
near Spring Brook, Williams country, 
two months ago. He sought to raise 

PICKED IIP CHEW 
«F LOST STEAMER 

Buenos Ayres, Dec. 17.—The Nor
wegian • bark Nordstern, foundered 
Dec. 13, while on a voyage to Santo 
Domingo from Pensacola, whence she 
sailed Oct. 9. Twenty-six of the 
Nordster^'s crew were picked up by 
the steamer Edernian, now-o^ the wpy 
to this port., 

Firs at Hebron. 
Hebron. N. D„ Dec. 17.—The black

smith shop of Henry Treiber was 

burned to the ground together with 
all the contents and all that is left of 
It are the chimneys and iron parts of 
the machinery and implements. The 
fire was first seen at 11 p. m. by Her
man SteJter. The fire guard responded 
quickly, but it was too late to save 
the building as the fire was too far 
gone. The underground pipes were 
frozen and it was necessary to connect 
the hose with the tank which meant 
a waste of 10 precious minutes. For
tunately there was no wind that night 
and the fact that the shop was stand-

laeltfed u> Iv&UUt* Are, 

Over Three Billion Bushels of 
. Cotq, Was ^ai^ed... 

Production of Spring Wheat 
FUcdat 333,000,000 

' <  i  Sv r / 

Washington,"' Dec. 17.—Final esti
mates of production and,value of elev
en of the Important crops which go to 
make up the enormous grand total of 
19,632,000,000, the wealth produced on ! 
farms through the soil and fanners' ! 
live stock during. 1912. as stated by j 
the secretary of'agriculture, were-.an-j 
nounced ' today by the etW reporting, 
board, bureau of statistics,* department • 
of agriculture. The • figures are the.: 
official government - estimates for. the-
Important crops and indicate the acre- , 
age, production, value based on prices 
paid to farmers on Dec. 1. These elev
en crops are only a portion of the sol) 
which the secretary of agriculture-esti
mates will amount this year to $6,127, 
000,000. The secretary estimated thi 
total value of the animal products ot 
the farm in 1912 to be at>out 13,896,000,-
000 » 

The estimates of' to'dav, with com-: 
parisons for 1911 and 1910, follow; 

Corn—Area harvested, 107,083,000 
acres, compared with .105,826,000 acres 
last year and 104,035,000 acres in 1910, 
Production, a, 1 24,746,000 Bushels, com
pared with 2,531,488,000 bushels last 
year and 2,8^6,260,000 bushels in 1910. 
F a r m  v a l u e ,  D e c .  1 ,  p e r  b u s h e l ,  4 8 . 7  
cents, compared with 61.8 cents last 
year, and 48 cents in 1910. Total value 
of the crop, $1,520,464,000, compared 
with ?1,506,258,000 last year and »1,-
384,817,000 in. 1910. 

Winter Wheat—Area harvested, 20,-
671,000 acres, compared with 29,162 ,000' 
acres last year and 27,239,000 acres in 
1910. Production, 399.iH9.000 bushels, 
compared with 430,656,000 bushels las„t, 
year and 434,142,000 bushels lh* 
1910. Farm value, Dec. 1, per bushel, 
80.9 cents, compared with 88.0 cents 
last year and 88.1 cents in 1910. Total 
value of the crop, >328,572,000, com
pared with $379,151,000 last year and 
J382.318.000 in 1910. < 

Spring Wheat—Area harvested, 19,-
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Biennial Report 
D. Tax Commission 

Public To J 

Interesting Comparison Between Appraisement of Farm Lands 
by U. S. Census, State Land Department and Assess

ors—Other Interesting Figures Made Public 

N. Y. Publisher First Witness 
on Stand Today 

Produced Famous "Archbold" 
Letters From London Man 

John P. Bray of N. D., Appoint
ed by Taft to England 

. Charles Wilklns Shdrt of 
Ohio and the Countess' Camilla 
Heyes were married recently in 
London. There Was the usuai op
position to tho international inar-

•rlaae, but the oouhtess announced 
' that she would make any sacrifice 

necessary to wed the man of her 
choice. Mr. Wilklns is well known 
and generally "lilted In '^London 
society, . -

NT-ELECT 
IS ILITi 

• 'Trenton,-N;|T., Dec/17.—Go^.-Wood-
row Wilson returned' to 'the statehouse 

243,000 acres, compared with 20,162,000 today in a fighting spirit and issued a 
acres last year and 18,352,000 acres )n 
1910. Production, 330,348,000 bushels warning to the voters • of the state 
compared with 190,682,000 bushels last against politicians who opposed his 

Farm 'value,° Dec? ^e^*"busife 1 17. 1* p\jr progressive policies and who he «iid. 
cent, compared with 86.0 centa lafet would again seek control of the flt&to 
vear and 88.9 cents in 1910. Total value government as soon as he steps from 
of the crop, $231,708,000. compared with the governorship. 
$163,912,000 last year and 1178,733,000 j Gov^r.nor. WiJ,Bon ,urged, tb£t their 
in 1910. |  plansibe-blocked. 

All Wheat—Area harvested, 45,815,- |  !  

000 acres, compared, with 49,643,000j 
acres last year and 45,681,000 acres iri'1 

1910. Production, 730,267,000 bushets, 
compared with 621,338,000 bushels last 
year and 635,121,000 bushels In 19K1 

Farm value, Dec. I, per bushel, 76 cents 
compared with 87.4 cents last year and'. 
88.3 cents in 1910. Total value of the-
crop, $555,280,000, compared with $543,r« 
063,000 last year and $5B1,501,000 in' 
1910. 

Oats Acrease Slight ly Increased, 
Oats—Area harvested, 37,917,000 

acres, compared with 37,763,000 acres 
last year, and 37,548,000 acres in 1910. 
Production, 1,418,337,000 bushels, com
pared with 922,298,000 bushels last year 
and 1,186,341,000 bushels in 1910. Farm 
value Deo. 1 per bushel 31.9 cents, com
pared with 46 cents last year and 34.4 
cents in 1910. Total value of the crop, 
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Lisbon, Dec. 17.—A plot'to establish 
a military .dictatorship in Portugal 
was discovered last' night. Part of 
the army is supposed to be implicated. 

The cabinet was in session all night. 
The troops are kept under arms and 

j this morning the warships in the har-

THE DAY IN CONQRE38. 

Senate. 
Convened at noon. 
Senator Kenyon spoke on the 

Interstate liquor shipment bill. 
William Randolph Hearst, tes

tifying before the campaign 
funds investigating committee, 
produced several new letters bear
ing on the political activities of 
John D. Arch bold and the Standard 
Oil Co. 

President Taft submitted "Ifer 
approval nine names for members 

- of the commission on industrial 
relations. 

The court of Impeachment re
sumed the trial of Judge Arch-
bald. 

The Hou'e. 
Convened at noon. 
Resumed the consideration of 

the ftiurdett literacy immigra
tion bill. 

Money trust investigation com
mittee resumed its hearing, with 
Frederick Lewisonn on the stand. 

Washington, D. C., Dec. 17.—Will
iam R. Hearst, who published the now 
famous "Archbold" letters, today 
gave to the senate campaign funds 
Investigating committee photographic 
copies of the letters in his posses
sion, indicating the connection between 
John D. Archbold of the Standard Oil 
Co. and the legislative and campaign 
activities. 

Mr. Hearst appeared as the first 
witness at the re-opening of the cam
paign investigations, which had come 
to a halt before the election. 

The New York publisher told the 
committee at the outset he had some 
others which had not been made pub
lic. He first produced photographic 
copies of the letters already pub
lished and identified them for the 
convenience of the committee. 

Senator Clapp asked Mr. Hearst if 
he ever saw the originals of the let
ters published in his magazine. He 
said he was not certain, but he be
lieved he had only seen the photo
graphic facsimille copies. 
t "Of whom did you get these?" 
asked Senator Clapp. 

Hearst Hesitated. 
Mr» Hearst nesltated a moment. 
"I am anxious," he began, "to testify 

very fully to everything in which I 
am. personally concerned and every
thing of interest to this inquiry. Do 
you feel that this is essential to the 
inquiry ?" 

Senator Clapp replied that the au
thenticity of some of the letters had 
been questioned. 

Secured From London Mart, 
After the memners of tne com?ttltt«e 

had insisted upon the information, Mr. 
Hearst responded he got the copies of 
John Eddy of London, author of the 
four articles published in his magazine. 
He testified he did not know of whom 
Eddy procured the letters. 

Mr. Hearst produced several new 
letters bearing upon Mr. Archbold's 
political activities and the Standard 
Oil Co. Mr. Hearst said he knew noth
ing of the incidents related in the 
letters, nor the circumstances under 
which Mr. Archbold might have sent 
the money to former Senator Foraker 
of Ohio and former Representative 
Sibley of Pennsylvania, to whom the 
letters were addressed. 

Mr, Hearst was chief witness at the 
short session today. The committee 
will meet when recalled by Chairman 
Clapp. 

Later in the day former Senator 
Foraker asked to be heard Immediate 
ly, and Chairman Clapp called a meet 
ing -of the committee for that purpose 
tomorrow morning. 

Taft's Appointees. 
Among the nominations sent to t|i# 

senate today were, to be consuls: 
John P. Bray of Grand Forks, N. D* 

to Manchester England. ?; 
John W. Dye of. Minnesota to St; 

John 's, Quebec. 
William Dawson, jr., of Minnesota, 

to Sierra Leone, Africa. 
Money Investigation. 

The attraction of money rrom the 
small banks throughout the country to 
New York when the money shows a 
high rate for loans, was taken up to
day by the* money trust committee. J. 
B. Niven, the committee's accountant, 
produced mass statistics showing the 
amounts held for the country banks 
by thirty-two New York City banks 
and the amount of money loaned on 
the stock market securities in New 
York for these country correspondent. 

Frederick Lewisohn answered the 
questions he refused to answer yes-

Bismarck, N. D., Dec. 17.—The lirst 
biennial report of the North Dakota 
tax commission is now in the hands 
of the printer. The commissioners 
were appointed last July by Govern
or Burke and devoted the first four 
months of their term of office to the 
study of tax conditions in North Da
kota. While their report is prelimi
nary in Its nature it contains much 
information which will be new to the 
state and of general interest. 

Probably the most striking informa
tion it contains is that the taxable 
property of the state, which was as
sessed this year at $294,770,370, in real
ity aggregates from $1,500,000,000 to 
$1,900,000,000. While the commission
ers find it Impossible to even approx
imate the actual figure for the assess
able wealth of the state they believe 
that property Jn the aggregate in 
North Dakota is being assessed »t 
from 15 to 20 per cent of its actual 
value. They find the actual value of 
farm lands in the state to be not far 
from $950,000,000, while the assess
ment thlB year was $199,073,743. 

One of the most Interesting tables 
found in the report is a comparison 
between the appraisement of farm 
la^ids as returned by the United States 
census In 1910; the appraisement as 
made by the state land department, 
and the appraisement • of th^ assess
ors. Under the state law, when an 
application is made to the university 
and school lands department for real 
estate loans, the applicant must set 
a value upon the land on which he 
seeks a loan. Before the loan is made 
an appraisement of the land is made 
by a county board, consisting of the 
county auditor, the chairman of the 
board of county commissioners and 
the county superintendent of schools. 
This table shows that the average 
pTlce per acre as returned by the 
owners of real estate seeking loans 
is $29.04, the average value as found 
by the boards of appraisement is 
$27.30, by the United States enumer
ators $25.68, by the assessor* $4.26. 
The assessors' appraisement is only 
14.7 per cent of the appraisement of 
land owners. 

Taking the census value per acre, 
$25.69, and the 36,838,697 acres listed 
for assessment this year, the aggre

gate value of ;»11 assessable land 
the state is $946,386,126. According 
to the census report all farm property, 
other than land. In 191f>, aggregated 
$224,434,074. For 1912 the assessable 
value of city and village real estate. 
Including structures, was S29.7S2.K13. 
Assuming that this class of property 
Is assessed at one-third of Its value, 
which the tax commission considers 
a very high ratio, its value aggregates 
in round numbers $90,000,000. It is 
the intent of the state board of 
equalization to assess railroads at ap
proximately one-fourth of their actual 
value. This year they arc assessed 
In round numbers dt $42,000,000, 
which makes the aggregate value of 
this class of property in the state 
$16fc,000,000. Other public, service cor
porations assessable by state officials 
$2,000,000. The tax commission be
lieves that the capitalization of the 
earning powers of these would be 
greatly in excess of $16,000.00ft. The 
last census gives the mortgage in
debtedness on farms owned by actual 
operators at $47,841,587. It is « well 
known fact, points out the commis
sion, that the mortgages in- North 
Dakota are greatly in excess of those 
on lands actually owned by the opera
tor. The bank deposits in September, 
1912, aggregated $70,302,584. From 
this amount must be deducted the 
public monies not subject to taxation. 
If all of the public monies in the state 
were on deposit *at once, they would 
not greatly exceed $10,000,000. and 
from $3,000,000 to $5,000,000 would 
probably be the average deposit. "It 
will be conceded," runs the report, 
"that the assessable monies in the 
state must exceed this sum by a. con
siderable amount. The capital stock, 
surplus and profits of banks on the 
same date was $18,260,569. From this 
amount should be deducted the real 
property owned by banks and 5 per 
cent of their loans and discounts. 
From the report of the internal reve
nue commissioner for June 30. 1911, 
we learn that all North Dakota cor
porations other than public service, 
are capitalized at $55,569,094 and that 
for the year ending Dec. 31, 1910. they 
enjoyed a net income of $6,71 
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Housewives League of New 
York War on Prices 

Not Only Cheaper Eggs But 
Would Lower Liviag Cost 

National Committee of House
wives Will Meet 

New York, Dec. 17.—The nationW 
executive committee of housewives 
league, which is conducting a crusade 
in New York for cheaper eggs, an
nounced that a meeting will be held 
late today to consider. flans for ex
tending the campaign to every large 
city in the country. " : 

Women generally will be urged to 
join the movement, which Is to be 
aimed not only at eggs but toward the 
lowering of prices generally. No gen
era] reduction in the price of eggs re
sulted from the crusade, so far, bu# 
Mrs. Jullen Heath, president of the 
Housewives' league, said today that 8 
number of individual dealers have cut 
the prices. 

A mass-meeting of the big dealers 
is scheduled for today. Their decision 
will determine the future policy of the 
housewives. The crusaders maintain 
that practically all the eggs on the 
market are cold storage eggs, and that 
as such, they should not sell for more 
than 26 cents a dozen. 

DEATH 

New York, Dec. 17.—Rev. Dr. Ab
bott Klttridge, for more than twenty-
five years pastor and pastor emeritus 
of the Madison Avenue Reformed 
church, and formerly president of 
the general synod of the Reformed 
church in America, died today, aged 
79 years. 

Xhjse t A, aii 
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Lost a Finger. 
Ambrose, N. D., Dec. 17.—G. Bower 

ick of Stady met with a painfuul ac 
cident while in the city with grain* 
While waiting to have his grain un
loaded he attempted to help the loaders 
start the engine when the index linger 
of his right hand was caught in the 
HiMifthiniH'v-aiifl litkAja jeff. ...-.v • 

Continued on Page Six 

REFUSED 
SENATORS' 

Two Ohio Senators Hay Go to 
Penitentiary 

Denied Permission to Carry 
Cases to Supreme Court 

Both Convicted in Bribery Pro
secution in Legislature 

• y / -
—H-r-

• Columbus, O., Dec. 17.—The ap
plication of State Senators Isaac $3* 
Hoffman and L. R. Andrews for per
mission to carry to tne supreme 
court the case in which they were 
convicted of accepting bribes for their 
votes in the last legislature was re
fused today by the court. This re
fusal means both senators will prob
ably begin their sentences in the pen-, 
itentlary at once. 

Hoffman and Andrews would bo 
second and third legislators to go to 
the penitentiary as the result of thti 
bribery prosecutions. 

SEVEN KILIE! ON 
THE LAKE S 

Asthabula, O., Bee. It^-HSeven 
dead and seven injured was the toll 
of a. wreck last night when the Lak<$ 
Shore & Michigan Southern coal train 
struck a street car. 

The dead: 
LAURA LEAPHARf. 
MRS. FRANK C. SARTLET?. 
MRS. II. W. COOK. 
MRS. GEORGE KJTSON. . L 
MR. AND MRS. DAVID STONE. ~ 
All from Ashtabula. 
MRS. JOHN C. ESPEY of Willough* 

by. 
All of the injured are expected 

recover. Motorman MoCuteheon 
held by the police. •i 

MRS. REII ACCEPTS 
.IMMJ 1 ill a, L* 

; "" . ^ 
" 1 ' ' -v } " 'J,?, 

17. --Mrs. thflff. 
has accepted the British government % 
offer for a battleship to convey 
iMtflNtacU iba A 
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