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President of the City 
C 

.rtionsC 
John S. Frame Chosen New President of Commons Club at 

Annual Election of Officers Last Evening 

President Emery Discussed Interesting Facts in Connection 
With City Government Showing Development 

Proposed City Market Plan Which Was Endorsed by Mem
bers of Club Although No Action Was Taken 

Pres. H. F. JSmery of the board of 
city commissioners read the paper last 
evening before the Commons club at 
Its regular meeting for Dec. 8, which 
was held at the Annex hotel. Presi
dent Emery's subject was Problems in 
City Government, which presented' an 
interesting phase in the development 
of the city of Fargo under the com-, 
inission plan. 

As it was the annual meeting of the 
club, officers for the ensuing year were 
elected at the same time. John S. 
Frame was elected president to suc
ceed Professor Weeks. The official list 
chosen comprises: 

President—John S, Frame. 
Vice President—R. B. Robinson. 
Secretary-Treasurer—C. E. Nugent. 
Members of the executive commit

tee—Dr. Max Batt and James McGul-
gan. 

During the year just closed some 
very interesting papers have been read 
before the Commons club. Its bi
weekly programmes have provided a 
number of well known speakers from 
out of the city in addition to the num
ber of local speakers who were heard. 
The club has enjoyed a very profitable 
year. 

In presenting some of his facts con
cerning the development of Fargo, 
President Emery in his paper last 
night talked much about the city mar
ket plan, which met with the general 
approval of the club's membership. In 
discussing the different features of 
Problems in City Government, Mr. 
ISmery said in part: 

With a commission form of govern-
.«nt, as we have here in Fargo, four 
commissioners and a president are 
elected, whose duty it is to make the 
laws governing the city. It. is for these 
game five men to see that the laws 
which they enact are enforced. 

They also determine and fix tho 
amount of money required to financo 
the city for a year in advance, and 
they use the money which they have 
appropriated. It will bei seen that our 
city government is both legislative 
and administrative. 

There are three ways by which 
money is siecured to meet the expens
es of a city. First, the one with which 
you are all familiar—direct taxa
tion; second, licenses and permits; 
third, police court lines. If we analyze 
the second—licenses and permits— 
we will discover that the more money 
a city can secure from that source, the 
less has to be raised by direct taxa
tion, and it is a deplorable fact that 
some good people are willing that the 
ones in charge of a city should violate 
their oath of office, by winking at the 
law, if by so doing money can be se
cured to swell the, city treasury, which 
will mean reduction in taxation. 

The great problem that confronts 
practically all cities is: "Shall the 
policy b« for a wide open or a closed 
city?" It must not be overlooked, that 
before any city official can accept 
money from anyone who is violating 
the law, by either giving a permit 
through the president, or by instruct
ing the police department not to see 
and to pass by such places, such offi
cial must be aware that the law is 
being violated and is therefore a party 
to the crime. The question is, how 
are you going to satisfy all classes; 
for in some cases, those who demand 
^ho most pay 1 small, or scarcely any 
taxes. In Fargo, the board of commis
sioners have gone on record in favor 
of a clean city. 

Fargo is the "hotel city" of the 
state, and we are proud of the fact. 
"Make this the place to spend your 
Sundays in," is the slogan. 

But the president is informed that 
it is too quiet here on Sunday—that 
the city Is too strict. Have something 
in the way of Sunday amusements— 
Sunday baseball, Sunday theatres, 

.moving picture shows, etc. 
The question of knowing just how 

to satisfy people in this restless age 
is a perplexing problem; however, we 
must not forget that Fargo becomes 
responsible for the welfare of between 
2,000 and 3,000 young men and women, 
who come here each year to receive 
their education. Fargo is an educa
tional as well as a commercial center, 

vand we must look at all sides of the 
question. 

Probably a little more excitement at 
night and on Sunday would entertain 
the floating and transient population, 
but our judgment is that a clean city 
will eventually make Fargo the great 
city of homes in the state of North 
Dakota. 

Business, educational facilities, and 
homes, are the three great factors in 
building cities. Fargo possesses all 
three. Are we to take advantage or let 
the opportunity pass by? 

Probably no greater curse inflicts 
most cities than their bonded debt, 
which, as a rule, continues to grow. 
The debt of New York, Paris, and 
down to small cities is not by reason 
of the enormous amount required, but 
because proper levies have not been 
made to take up the bonds as they 
mature. 

"Refund your bonds and let the fu
ture generation, pay the debt," has 

The American Wilderness. 
Guglielmo Ferrero In The Atlantic: 

In North America, or at least in its 
eastern states, there are vast and deso
late tracts. From time to time a vil
lage appears, bristling with chimneys-
Then the traveler slips on into the de
serted country. Another village ap
pears, disappears. Then all at oncei 
the train begins to rush through the 
midst of houses. On, on it goes. The 
houses never cease to follow it. Huge 
edifices rise from the midst of the little* 
dwellings like giants jn a crowd of 

(UNT FIFTY! 
SORE LANE BACK 

RUB BACKACHE AWAY WITH A 
SMALL TRIAL BOTTLE OF "ST* 
JACOBS OIL". 

been the motto, and in Fargo, we, the 
members of the "Commons club" and 
other citizens, happen to be the "fu
ture genration," and are now taking 
care of debts contracted long ago and 
in the greater part past due, and until 
stringent laws are passed, making it 
very expensive for city officials to de
liberately let the annual budget be
come an ordinance without providing 
the levy for the amount necessary to 
pay its bonds at maturity, I can see 
no relief. 

It is not the robber or the tramp 
who becames angry when asked to 
clean up his back alley. It is not al
ways the most lawless people who 
throw water-melon rinds out in the 
back yard on a hot day. There are few 
poor people (and I have yet to learn 
of a single beggar), who run their 
automobiles at a rate of thirty miles 
an hour on the streets of Fargo, for
get to stop on the right side of the 
street, runs at night without lights, 
and when picked up by the policeman, 
who is simply doing his duty, curses 
that same policeman and the city. 

Why is it that plain clothes police
men are required to see that people 
get a ton of coal by having it weighed 
on the city scales? 

Ask yourself a few questions before 
you condemn the city official because 
he lets a few poor unfortunates pass 
by without giving them the limit of 
the law. 

The good Lord pity that babe who 
has to live or die on milk which is sold 
upon the open market. Fargo has late
ly authorized the dividing of the city 
into three districts, and it is hoped to 
thereby get an accounting system that 
"will properly meet the requirements. 

What is the best way to regulate 
the sale of milk? W^hen is a city large 
enough to inaugurate a central milk 
station? This question must sooner or 
later be taken up and worked out, and 
it is hoped that the question of milk 
peddling, and the garbage problem can 
be handled by districts. 

Do the citizens of Fargo want a 
central market, and will it be patron
ized to such an extent that it will be 
a success, is a question. 

That the law regulating the sale of 
certain goods, is a good law, no one 
disputes, but because A law Is neces
sary to prevent those who would from 
selling diseased meat, is no good rea
son why hundreds of farmers should 
be restricted from selling good meat to 
those who wish to buy. People should 
not be obliged to bow down 3,nd wor-
.ship a few "meat kings," and the pre
sident of iargo has no hesitancy in 
going on record as beinff in favor of a 
place under police regulation, where 
all kinds of produce can be inspected, 
free of cost to the seller, and that 
proper regulations so surround such 
system, whereby all kinds of farm pro
duce can be transferred from the pro
ducer to the consumer at the lowest 
possible cost. 

There is something radically wrong 
when it is hard to get nice fresh to
matoes at a reasonable cost, when 
bushels of them are rotting on the 
ground in your own county. The 
question is, will the people of Fargo 
carry the market basket, or will they 
soon tire of the new toy and go back 
to the telephone, free delivery, have 
it charged, wait for the collector to 
call, and then stand him off, and find 
fault with the high cost of living. 

If we.are to reduce the high cost of 
living, we must reduce the high cost 
of doing business. When it costs more 
to handle a piece of meat than it does 
to raise it, it is about time for the 
people to sit up and take note. I have 
no quarrel with legitimate costs let 
the price be what it may, but 'cold 
storage restriction of trade, throwing 
fruit into the seas that the surplus 
may be kept down, is not in keeping 
with good government and should not 
be tolerated by thinking people 

Few people stop to think that when 
they ask for a special improvement 
they are asking the city to mortgage 
their property for from ten to twenty 
years, as the case may he. That spe
cial improvements are necessary in 
certain parts of the city is beyond all 
question of. dispute, but when a city 
reaches the age of Fargo, the citizens 
should be slow in asking the citv to 
them6 ^as'er than they reduce 

reducing her special debts 
at the rate of over $60,000 per year, 
and it must be apparent to all that if 
we do not contract debts at a rate 
in excess of what is paid each year, 
the annual growth of our city will 
soon put us in an enviable position, 
for as it is, Fargo's finances are in 
better condition than most cities all 
talk to the contrary. Under the 'law, 
cities in North Dakota have a legal 
right to bond for certan purposes ud 
to 5 per cent of their taxed value. 
The city of Fargo has not reached 4 
per cent, while there are some cities 
which have reached far beyond and 
And it impossible to refund their pa
per for that reason. * ' 

dwarfs. Automobiles ana Trolley cars 
move through the streets. It is a great 
city—half a million, a million, two mil
lion men are crowded together thetre 
in the shadow of a thousand chimneys, 
surrounded on every side by an al
most deserted country. What a strange 
sight are these wildernesses to a Euro
pean accustomed to live in one of the 
crowded countries of the old world 
where men have built their houses 
everywhere, from the shores of the sea 
up to the highest habitable slopes of 
the mountains. 

Ah! Pain is gone! 
Quickly?—Yes. Almost instant re

lief from soreness, stiffness, lamenessi 
and pain follows a gentle rubbina 
with "St. Jacobs Oil". 

Apply this soothing, penetrating oil 
directly upon the ache, and like magic, 
relief comes. "St. Jacobs Oil" is a' 
harmless backache, lumbago and sci-, 
atica cure which never disappoints, 
and doesn't burn the skin. 

Straighten up! Quit complaining!* 
Stop those torturous "stitches". In a 
moment you will forget that you ever 
had a back, because it won't hurt or 
be stiff or lame. Don't suffer! Get a» 
Ismail trial bottle of "St. Jacobs Oil" 
from your druggist now and get thlsi 
lasting relief.—Advt. 

BY SENATE 
Washington, Dec. 9.—-Without a 

aingle amendment and In just the 
form in which it passed the house, the 
Hetch Hetchy bill providing a new wa-
ter supply for San Francisco passed 
the senate just before midnight Satur
day by a vote of 43 to 25. It will now 
so to the president for his signature. 

Despite the unanimous agreement to 
vote on the bill Saturday, the bill had 
a narrow escape from being talked to 
death Saturday night. It was with a sigh 
of relief that its advocates sa.w the roll 
call actually started. 

Amendments to the bill were intro
duced along lines described in the def-
bate by Senators Works, Weeks, Mc-
Cumber, Cummins and Clarke of Wy
oming. 

Amendments Are Defeated. 
All were defeated by about the 

same vote as carried the bill. 
A motion by Senator Poindexter to 

refer the bill back to committee was 
voted down. 

The senators voting in the affirma
tive were: Ashurst, Bacon, Brandegee, 
Bryan, Fletcher, Gore, Hughes, James, 
Johnson, La Follette, Lewis, Lippitt, 
McLean, Martine, Meyers, Kelson, New-
lands, Norrls, O'Gorman, Overman, 
Owen, Perkins, Pittman, Pomerencv 
Ransdell, Reed, Robinson, Shafroth, 
Sherman, Shields, Simmons, Smith, Ari
zona; Smith, Georgia; Smith, Mary
land; Stevenson, Stone, Swanson, 
Thomas, Thompson, Thornton, Varda-
man, Walsh, Williams. Total, forty-
three. 

The following senators voted against 
the bill: Borah, Brady, Bristow, Bur
ton, Clapp, Clarke of Wyoming, Colt, 
Dillingham, GallingeT, Gronna, Jones, 
Kenyon, Kern, Lane McCumber, Page, 
Poindexter, Root, Sheppard, Shlvely, 
Smoot, Townsend, Warren, Weeks and 
Works. Total twenty-five. 

In the debate prior to the roll call 
SeTiator Ashhurst denounced the Spring 
Water Valley Co. of San Francisco for 
alleged corruption of councilmen and 
Senator Norris charged that, under the 
Ballinger regime in the interior de
partment, a ruling by the secretary 
force-d the city to pay enormous sums 
to corporations controlled by John 
Hays Hammond. 

Pittman Urges Adoption* 
Senator Colt opposed the bill, de

claring he was "suspicious of what is 
behind it." He voiced oopositlon to 
anything which would set a precedent 
in giving away natural resources- Sen
ator Pittman occupied most of the 
night session in a careful analysis of 
the whole San Francisco water ques
tion, eloquently urging adoption of the 
bill. He pointed out sarcastically that 
most of the opposition came from New 
England. 

Vice President Marshall TUled that 
the vote must be conclude*! by mid
night. , . 

BETWEEN 
OF THE MOVIES 

Chicago, Dec. 9.—rAs.the result of an 
investigation of several months, Mrs^ 
Ella Flagg Young, superintendent ofl 
schools, declared frequent attendance 
at moving picture shows threatens to 
seriously impair the eyesight of school 
children. 

As a remedial measure she calledi 
on the city council for legislation re
quiring the owners of picture theatres, 
to provide five-minute intermission, 
between reels to rest the eyes pf ther 
spectators. 

JAM 

FOR STATE NEWS READ THE FORUM 
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iSTION, DYSPEPSIA; GA 
Ifli hi. o!J,\ 

TIME ITI IN FIVE MINUTES YOUR 
UP8ET 8TOMACH WIM- , 

FEEL FINE. .. " 

. You don't want a slow remedy when 
your »tomach Is bad—or an uncertain 
on®—or a harmful one—your stomach 
IN too valuable; you mustn't injure it 
with drastic drugs. 

pape'o Dlapepsin is noted for its 
speea In giving relief; its liarmless-
pess; its certain unfailing action in 
regulating? sick, sour, gassy stomachs, 
its millions of cures in indigestion, 
<4y^e£Fla, gastritis and other stomach 

troubles has made It famous the tvorld 
over. 

Keep this perfect stomach doctor in 
your home—keep it handy—get a large 
fifty-cent case from any drug store, 
and then if anyone should eat some
thing which doesn't agree with them; 
if what they eat lays like lead, fer
ments and sours and forms gas; causes 
headache, dizziness and nausea; eruc
tations of acid and undigested food— 
remember as soon as Pape's Diapepsin 
comes in contact with the stomach, all 
such distress vanishes. Its prompt
ness, certainty and ease in overcoming 
the worst stomach disorders is a reve
lation to those) who try it—Advt. 

Tokio, Dec. 9.—Negotiations are un
der way oeiween me Japanese Foreign 
office and Thomas gammons, United 
States counsul-general at Yokohama, 
for an informal understanding whereby 
Pacific coa3t products may be introduc
ed into Japan in large quantities as the 
result of a proposed lowering of Ja
pan's tariff. These negotiations are 
closely allied with the study by both 
countries of the effect of the opening 
of the Panama canal on commerce. If 
Japan accords reductions to Pacific 
coast products, especially In canned 
goods, California wines, nuts, dried 
fruits, wheat flour and lumber, Japan 
will expect some sort of reciprocal 
treatment. For instance, Japanese 
merchants are specially desirous of ob
taining more favorable schedules from 
the United States on silk fabrics, and It 
wa3 understood here that the new tariff 
bill provided for some reduction. 

With Japan looking forward to a big 
extension in trade, both in North and 
South America, the investigations here 
indicate that the United States on her 
part should be benefited greatly by the 
opening of the canal in an increased 
trade to Japan and its colonies. The 
exportation of products from the Unit
ed States to Japan is augmenting more 
quickly than from other parts of the 
world. The principal products, lnclud-

i ing raw cotton, metals, machinery, iron 
and steel products and kerosene come 
to Japan chiefly from the Atlantic 
coast by railroad and ocean, and the 
Panama waterway with reduced freight 
rates and reduced time of transit 
should enlarge the markets consider
ably . 

Experience here shows that the Am
erican trader usually succeeds In the 
far east, but owing to the keen com
petition it will be necessary for him to 
accept small profits in certain lines, 
and above all keep continually in touch 
with prevailing conditions and trade 
opportunities. 

An enlarged market for American 
goods will be found in Korea after the 
canal's opening in consequence of the 
lower freights and quicker delivery. 
The importation would include Ameri
can machinery for mines and railways, 
steel for bridges, automobiles, cotton 
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Hello — this is quality store. Cigars — yes every/ 
brand made. Stag Party and want fine quality—\ 
but mild. 

' I've got you—will send over a box ofl 

t  

right away—the best mild cigar in stock. 

Is it Havana — yes — it's really a real mild 
Havana—you see it has a tasteless "Sumatra" 
wrapper, that don't interfere with the fine 
old Santa Clara Cuban filler. 

They will make a hit with your guests 
all right. 

What size?— 

Oh yes—a good full smoke. 

All right—I'll send the O. K. Perfect® 
shape—sells 10c straight. Your guests, 

who don't know it, will think it's a two-1 

for-a-quarter. 

You bet—right away. Success to your party.' 
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Cigar Co., iimeai tn. JAS. J. GRATISWOI* 
President 

manufactures and rice from Texas and 
Louisiana. Despite the enormous rice 
crop in Japan, the harvest is not suffi
cient to feed its population, and impor
tation is necessary. 

Investigation in Hokkaido, the north
ern island of Japan, shows likelihood 
of a considerable Increase of exports to 
the United States, especially beanw, 
canned crab, shrimp and sardines, 
which are In great demand in the At
lantic coast states. For two years 
th.ere has been a spirited competition 
between the European and tho Ameri
can buyers for the canned crab of 
Hokkaido. On account of the better 
shipping facilities the European buyers 
have been enabled to pay a higher 
price. As most of these crab go to 
New York, buyers will no doubt ship by 
direct steamer from Yokohama to New 
Y ork. 

The same is true of the bean trade. 

the demand in the United States for 
Hokkaido, beans being larger every 
year. There also is a big demand in 
New York and the Atlantic cities for 
Japanese oak and timber. This is now 
bought by the Germans and the Bri
tish, shipped to Europe via Suez and 
reshipped to New York. 

With the opening of the Panama can
al American buyers will doubtless 
purchase directly and have their con
signments shipped by way of American 
waterway, thus saving the profit that 
goes to German and British merchants. 
Thus both in exports and in imports 
the Atlantic sea board will benefit in 
trade by the completion of the eanaL 

Power of Publicity. ' 
Boston Globe: Advertising not only 

pays, but Us value as new a ia comiqg 

to be more and more appreciated. 
There is not an< enterprising corpora
tion or shrewd business firm that Is 
not now informing the-public, through 
the medium of advertising, what kind 
of new business each is engaged in 
and what are the pTospects for the fu
ture. 

The old-time methods of silence on 
the part of public utility corporations 
have been abandoned. Even the 
Standard Oil Co. was finally obliged 
to advertise its purposes and to au
thorize its managers to give out inter
views. No one is advertising to a 
greater extent than the heads of big 
transportation companies and those 
corporate bodies engaged in .the dis
semination of intelligence by fo!e-

telephone ana wireies#* ,T&e$e 

are sensible moves. 
The public is intelligent enough tdl 

appreciate all publicity based on t.hq 
truth. The truthful advertiser suc
ceeds all the time, and he is deserving 
of all the increased patronage he 1st 
sure to receive. When there is a lull 
in business from any cause shrewdi 
men of affairs get busy and advertise. 

Headaches , Biliousness 
Conttipatktt ' - IndlgesUsm 

SoM far 60 ^e&rs. 
Ask Yoor 

t' 
SV 1 ^ if rt . * V -


