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*Ht WEATHER 

Mostly cloudy tonight and Satur-f. 
day; not much change In temperaturei 
moderate winds. i. v ,  w . % ' l , , <  
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Njp Other State in Uriion Has Better Transportation Fatcili-
' ties—Postal Transactions Prove Greatness ; 

City of Opportunity for the Man of Small Means—Success 
in the Fight for Diversified Farming 

Hotel Accommodations .the Prime Factor,.in Selecting 
Fargo as the Great Convention City of State 15 

The Minneapolis' Journal in this 
issue yesterday paid to Fargo,5.' to 
Cass county and to North Dakota the 
following splendid tribute, written by 
John A. Monger. ,The Forum" repro
duces the entire article except the 
purely advertised features: 

The busy man of affairs who repre
sents "big business" always has his 
ear to the ground lest some oppor
tunity slip by for investing his loafing 
dollars. To all such this article will be 
a revelation. What we shall say Qf 
Ftargo and its territory, the Red river 
valley, is based on statistical facts, 
pointing the way for establishing new 
jobbing houses and industrial plants 
to supply the greedy waiting markets 
in the Fargo trade zone of North Da
kota, western Minnesota, South Dakota 
and Montana, and farm .homeseekers 
an opportunity of beeeming a North 
Dakota agriculturist in the now far 
famed Red river valley, with its deep, 
rick, black alluvial soil for all kinds 
of crop yields, dairyingfand stock rais
ing. North Dakota farms in 1913; from 
official figures, produced in cereal crops 
163,980,000 bushels that has a total 
gross value of $105,356,000. These fig
ures, however, do not include corn, 
alfalfa, tame grass, potatoes, poultry, 
eggs, wool, dairy products or the ani
mals sold from the farms, estimated at 
$211,000,000, or a total. of $ 125,3f>6,000. 
Figures that reflect the earning capac
ity of North Dakota farms under the 
pjrepent system, but what will it be 
under the new dispensation of "Bet
ter Farming," with 160 to 240-acre 
farms, instead of 320 and 610-aere 
wheat farms of today. Tho fight for 
diversified farming and crop rotation 
has gone forth meuning increased mil
lions of dollars to the tillers of the 
•oil. a lure that is attracting the farm
ers of the eastern states to North Ba
tata. 

Great Distributing, Center. . 
• There su-e twenty-two wholesale 

houses, twenty-three farm implement 
dealers and forty-five manufacturing 
plants that do an annual business of 
$26,275,000, stamping Fargo as North 
Dakota's greatest jobbing, manufac
turing and distributing center. Fargo 
has the distinction of being the larg
est distributing point on the western 
continent for heavy farm machinery, 
owing to its geographical position, 242 
miles northwest of St. Paul-Minneapo
lis, 265 miles west of Duluth, and 650 
miles east of Billings. Mont., making it 
the natural distributing center and 
one of the factors that has made 
"Fargo a great city in a great state," 
that is but 25 years old. A commer
cial and industrial pace that is hard 
to realise even in this age of city 
building and agricultural development. 
All of this wealth has been harvested 
from the fertility of the soil, notably 
the wonderfully fertile Red River val
ley, more pregnant in plant life than 
that of the Mississippi valley, with 
kll its boasted fertility of soil and ci-op 
production. 

Postal Transactions. 
The . sfamp sales for 1913 were $160»-

Chicago, Feb. 20.—A divorce hill, 
filed -by -Mine. Schumann-Heink, the 
grand opera singer against Wm. Rapp, 
jr., was amended by permission. It 
now contains a statutory charge 
against Rapp. , "Miss K. E. Deane" is 
the name given* as. the woman in the 
case. 

* 
000, an increase of 12 per cent -over 
that of 1912, which is the {best index 
of Fargo"s continued growth and pros* 
perity in its retail, jobbing and indus
trial lines of business. The Fargo post-." 
office is the center of the postal ad-* 

Ormany. Feb. 20.^-Count 
toldewsll. covering^offlc^ f„P?hc. 
slate, and also receives the money or- S;''?.„noblc™a",a'!n<i •<* 
der deposits of about two-thirds of Imperial Parliament was 
North Dakota p'ostofiices and alarge' f1^ on t"al jS 

number in "the northern part of'Min-j ** ,e ijf fw* 
nesota. These . deposits 'amount to zJ'nski. The two were killed Dec. 20 
$3,000,000 annually. The Fargo office ^he country seat of the countess at 
pay's all the rural carriers in the state Kakowy Mokrz, near Graeta. The 
of North Dakota and a large number count is charged only with man-
of the railway mail clerks. It is ,the slaughter, state's attorney, Dr. Boell-
Bub-agency for stamped envelopes and fahr, holding that the accused acted 
postal cards for the state and all mis- i without premeditation and almost with-
cellanemis supplies for the postortices being aware of what lie was do-
in North Dakota, Montana, Washing- j ing. >. 
ton and C\regon, as also Alaska. These I The count voluntarily waived, his 
supplies are shipped here by freight parlimentary immunity in otfler to 
and reshipped from hero by mail for permit the trial to take place. The 
distribution. The ratio of expense as proceedings by order of the judge are 
compared to receipts.is $6 for all first being held behind closed doors except 
class postoffices throughout the United for the pronouncement of the verdict. 
States, Chicago is 38, while that of The crime attracted widespread at-
Fargo's does not exceel 31 per cent Itention because of the social promin

ence of those involved. 
The countess' personal attendant 

testified that Count Alfred retired to 
bed after passing the evening with his 
host and hostess. Later he proceeded 
to the apartment of his aunt, wh$re 

Transportation Facilities. 
The greatness of Fargo and North 

Dakota and the evolution that has fol
lowed city building and farm develop
ment are closely allied with its great 
system of railroads. No other city or 
State in the North American union has - the attendant testified, the .countess 
better railroad transportation facili-i waB endeavoring to persuade him to 
ties. At this writing Fargo is one of leave when lier .husband appeared 
the pivotal railroad ccntcrs between 
the east and the west, the Northern 
Pacific having seven cast and save# 
west bound dnily pa-sseiicer train X: 
Gre-at Northern nine «ast and nirtf 
west bound daily passenger trains and 
tho Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul two 
east and two west bound dally pas
senger trains, with freight train serv
ice on all these lines constantly in mo
tion, making this a great jobbing, 
manufacturing and distributing point 
between the east and the west, where 
a splendid city is being built that will 
count its population in the coming few 
years as a half million, owing to tho 
logical leveling up process that, is go
ing on in the distributing centers of 
the continent. Every county in the 
state of North Dakota is tapped by a 
railroad at one point or another. This 
is a wonderful evolution in railroad 
building when the reader realizes that 
in 1900 the state was crosse<d from 
east to west by only the Northern Pa
cific and Great Northern, while the 
Minneapolis, St. Paul & Saulte Ste-
Marie, the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. 
Paul and the Chicago Northwestern 
entered it from the south and south
east. These lines had a total mileage 
of only 2,731 and many parts of the 
state were dependent for transporta
tion down to 1900 on the) stage coach 
and wagons. Today the railroad mile
age of North Dakota is over 5,000 
miles, being literally gridironed with 
railroads, affording the best of trans
portation facilities for passenger and 

turned, on the, lights and shot 'both* 

Continued on Page Four. 

National Guardsmen 
Took Possession of 

. Metropolis Today 
Large Delegation From All Parts of the State Here Attend-

Annual Meeting of N. D. N. & Assn. 

JIaj or Grafton Delivered Address of Welcome tp Which 
Capt. James Hawley Responded This Afternoon 

St. Paul, Minn., Feb. 20—Judge Mor
rison, in district court, sentenced for
mer Chief of Police Flanagan and for
mer Detective Turner, each to serve 
an indeterminate sentence of not to 
exceed ten years in Stillwater state 
prison, as a result of their conviction 
last night of third degree bribery. A 
stay of sentence was granted until 
April 4, and the defendants were re
leased on bonds of $10,000 each, after 
spending last night in jail. 

REM 
Washington, Feb. 20.—By a vote 40 

to 13, the senate in executive session, 
rejected the Chamberlain amendment 
to the Spanish general arbitration 
treaty to exempt from arbitration 
questions relating to Panama tolls, 
immigration, the admission of children 
to state schools and all questions in
volving the Monroe doctrine. 

On one objection the final vote on 
ratification of the treaty went over 
until tomorrow. Senator Shivley, 
changing the plan of the committee, 

Smoker Will Be Held This Evening at Fargo Commercial Sea1SSt&SoZ 
 ̂ Oiub--Colonel Thoraldson Opened Morning Session 

.There are many embryo major gen
itals in Fargo today attending the an-
iitial meeting of the North Dakota Na
tional Guard association which opened 
its sessions this morning at the Fargo 

• Commercial club, though the conven
tion proper did not begin until this 
afternoon. 

Between sixty and seventy delegates 
were present this morning and others 
are expected this afternoon a.nd to
night for tomorrow's session, which 
will be the big day of the convention. 

Each militia company in the state is 
represented. Six delegates are allot
ted to each company. Three are from 
the officers and three from the ranks. 

Major Stedman and Lieutenant Tur
ner of Bismarck were the representa
tives in attendance from the United 
States army. All the high officials of 
the regiment are here. 

I Thoraldson Presided^ 
vCol. Thomas Thoraldson, deputy 

State treasurer of Bismarck, presided 
over the brief morning session at the 
commercial club. Colonel Thoraldson 
im vice president of the association 
but in the absence of the president 
this morning he called the convention 
to order and announced there would 
be a trip of inspection about the city 
®pd the new Co. B armory in the base
ment of the Fareo auditorium. 

Tfte convetytxoja. then adjourned un-
= 1 r I 'K 

til 1:30 o'clock this afternoon When 
the regular program was started. 

Welcomed by Grafton. 
Major Grafton delivered the address 

of welcome to all the visitors. Major 
Grafton's ability as a speaker is well 
known throughout the guard and ev
eryone greatly appreciated his re
marks. 

Capt. James Hanley of Mandan re
sponded with one of his witty speeches 
in behalf of the national guardsmen, 
accepting the hospitality of the mem
bers of Co. B of Fargo and the Fargo 
citizens in general. 

Reports of the treasurer and stand
ing committees were next in order aft
er which an excellent paper was read 
by Lieutenant Herron, U. S. A., com
mandant of the North Dakota Agricul
tural college battalion, on the subject 
of Modem Military Tactics. 

Convention Echoes. 
A report of the national convention 

of the National Guard association held 
last summer at Chicago is the last 
tiling on the program this afternoon. 
This report will be made jointly by 
Col. John F. Fraine of Grafton and Col. road 
Thomas Thoraldson of Bismarck. with 

An extended debate followed. 

F YEAR 
Birmingham, Feb. 20r-r-It is es

timated by the railroad officials 
that the bandits got $40,000. Sev
eral packs of bloodhounds failed 
to get the trail up to 1 p. m. 

Blrminghafn, Ala., Feb. 20.—Raiil-
deteetives, aided by the police 
bloodhounds, are searching for 

This evening there will be a smoker three robbers, who last night held up 
for the visitors and a semi-campflre the Queen and Crescent southbound 
for the visitors at the commercial club j ———— 
rooms. ^ Continued on Page Six. 

ELLIS PLEADED 
T GUILTY 

Chicago, Feb. 20—William Cheney 
Kills, a former Cincinnati leader and 
merchant, pleaded not guilty at the 
opening of his trial here on the charge 
of murdering his wife at the Sherman 
hotel here last October^ 
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Bryan Notified and Washington Officials Are Intensely In
terested in the Developments 

Mrs. Benton Notified That Her Husband Was Tried for 
Alleged Complicity in Plot to Kill Villa 

Found Guilty by Court Martial and Executed—English 
Ambassador Had Asked for His Protection 

BULLETIN. 

immediate investi-

;  O ; \  H O N .  J O H N  H E N R Y  W O R S T .  . . . . . .  
President;jin^'.IJrpfesVof of. Political Economy of North Dakota Agricultural 

* ' College, Fargo,- N.' D. • 

The .Mfnfteapblls . Journal in its, writeup "of Fargo -yesterday had*. 
the foilowirig concerning John H. Worst: 

The man foremost in the public eye in North Dakota is the sub
ject of this sketch. A. native of Ohio, born there in <1850,; who start
ed his early life on his father's farm in Ashland county, that state. 
On reaching manhood's estate, he worked on the farm in summer 
and taught school in winter, down to 1883, when he came to North 
Dakota and took up a homestead In Emmons county, forty miles 
southeast of Bismarck, where ho devoted twelve years as a tiller of 
the soil, as a member of the state senate and lieutenant governor. 
It was while serving in the latter position that he was appointed 
president of the North Dakota Agricultural college and moved to 
Fargo. Mr. Worst has gained a state-wide reputation as an educator 
of advanced knowledge in scientific farming. During all these 
eighteen years he has never had any higher ambition tnan the diffu
sion of knowledge among the young men and women of the state 
to prepare them with a thorough knowledge pertaining to agri
culture. horticulture, dairying and stockraising. . In this work he 
has won signal sdccess. President Worst has never let politics have 
a look-in, and for this reason nls unanimous Indorsement for Unit
ed States senator by the Trl-State Grain Growers' convention, held 
at Fargo on Jan. 23, by a rising vote of over 2,000 North Da
kota voters, was a great surprise to him. This voiced, however, 
hie. state-wide poplarlty. No doubt many of the delgates had in 
tho past been educated under his tutorship, as there are thou
sands of them scattered over the state that would enroll them
selves under his standard regardless of what their political faith 
might be. President Worst, if he accepts the call, and the use of 
his name, in the primaries, would doubtless make a clean sweep of 
the state, owing to his well known progressive ideas, covering the 
adjustment of the difference betwen capital and labor. He believes 
and has preached the doctrine that "wage-earners should earn more 
than a living, and that the equitable adjustment of wealth will be 
accomplished when each man during his active life, to support him
self during declining years,, should save at least 25 cents a day for 
fifty years, which If kept on interest at 6 per cent during this ac
cumulation, will assure him $100 a nionth when he reaches the age • 
of 70, without impairing the principal." 

N. D. Crop of 1913 
Far Greater 

Statisticians 
Secretary of Agriculture Gilbreath Takes Issue With the 

Figures Issued by United States Government—North 
Dakota Had a Fine Showing 

Secretary of Agriculture Gilbreath Nment figures the value of that crop 
was $105,356,000, while a carefully 
compiled estimate of the state depart
ment, based upon a personal interview 
with every farmer in the state places 
the value at $156,566,213. 

In claiming that the government 
estimates is grossly inaccurate, is 
based upon insufficient data and utter
ly fails to give the state due credit 
for at least one-third of its actual 
production in 1913, attention is called 
to the fact that this is by no means 
the first time that federal statisticans 
have bungled their figures by over-
estimation in some cases and under
estimation in others. It is perhaps an 
accident, but, in the light of this 
latest performance, rather significant 
that North Dakota should have been 

takes issue with Uncle Sam regarding 
the crop of 1913. Mr. Gilbreath says 
that this state did not get a square 
deal and he presents the following 
facts and ttgures to prove his con
tention: 

When a difference of more than $50,-
000,000 in a total of less than $160,-
000,000 is found in statements pur
porting to be official statistics relat
ing to the agricultural products of a 
state, there is surely something 
radically wrong in the methods em
ployed to arrive at one or other of the 
differing results. Yet this is the 
amount of difference that exists be
tween the government estimate of 
crop values for North Dakota in 1913 
and that of tho state department of 
agriculture. According to tho govern-
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Linden, pastor of Our Lady of the 
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Continued en Page Five. 

former father confessor of . Anthony 
Petras, who is held in jail on a charge 
of murdering his former sweetheart, 
Theresa Hollander, was admitted to 
the prisoner's cell. 

The clergyman is declared to have 
answered the plea of an unidentified 
woman. The police are hopeful that 
the coming of the priest marked a 
beginning of a break-down in tlve 
prisoner, who has steadily maintained 
his innocence. The police think the 
woman who summoned the priest was 
Petras' wxftv 
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Washington, Feb. 20.—Bryan has ordered an 
gation of the Benton killing. 

El Paso, Feb. 20.—The concensus of opinion here is that Villa 
personally shot and killed Benton during a quarrel in Villa's of
fices Tuesday night.. Benton and Villa had been acquaintances for 
many years. Benton knew Villa as an outlaw more or less accepted 
as a part of the Mexican social fabric. 

Benton's ranch west of Chihuahua was known as Los Remedies 
and was considered one of the best in Mexico. Benton was parti
cularly proud of an orchard which originally cost him $125,000 
and had been developed until the orchard alone was worth $1,000,* 
000. This succeeding bands of revolutionists cut up for fireweod. 

It was with the assurance of his personal acquaintance that 
the doughty Scotchman, whose courage, if not his discretion is admir
ed, went to Villa with a complaint of further depredations com
mitted recently on his property. Yesterday Villa, who has consist
ently denied that he had Benton in custody told a newspaper man 
that Benton was armed when Benton visited Villa. 

Friends of the ranchman assert that Benton, while of a fiery 
temper and ready to use fists, was sober in his habits, and never 
known to carry a gun. His reason for always going unarmed at 
all times was his knowledge of his temper. 

El Paso, Tex., Feb. 20.—Mrs. Wm. 6. Benton received direct 
news that her husband, a British subject who disappeared from 
Juarez Tuesday night, is dead. Tne news was brought by Thomas 
t>. Edwards. American consul at Juarez. Benton was tried by court-
martial and found guilty of complicity in a plot to take Villa's life. 
He was executed by a firing squad Wednesday night. 

Villa, whose act is stigmatized by Benton's numerous friends as 
winton murder, left suddenly for Chihuahua today. 

No single act of any of the recent revolutions, has so stirred the 
Indignation of the people here. When the newspapers here came 
onto the streets with extra editions with the Benton story, they 
were frantically bought and read amid great excitement. Benton's 
ways were blunt, but his many friends admired him for them, and 
there were moist eyes and muttered threats of vengeance among 
thei.i •/hen Ihcy read the news. No foreigner is safe in Mexico, is 
the general comment. Immediately pronurient men, including some 
of Benton's influential friends, started a petition for a mass meeting 
of protest, which seemed to meet with favor. 

Washington, Feb. 20.—Bryan today received Information of. the 
death of W. S. Benton, an English land owner in Mexico, recently 
reported in the hands of the rebels. No details were given. 

Bryan announced the news of Benton's death as he opened a 
cabinet meeting at the White House. He declared ho had absolute
ly no details, but had an official despatch from Consul Edwards 
however. Sir Cecil Spring Rice, the British ambassador, called up
on Secretary Bryan for information, when told of the news. 

Benton was arrested at Juarez Tuesday, and had not been 
hear from since. Villa at first denied knowledge of Benton's 
whereabouts, but yesterday, in conversation with war correspond
ents, Intimated that he knew something about the Englishman and 
added that Benton had threatened him with a revolver. Villa is 
quoted as expressing profane indifference toward an appeal to the 
British ambassador at Washington. 

Sir Cecil Spring-Rice asked the department yesterday to take 
steps for the protection of Benton, who is largely interested In 
mining and was also the owner of a 100,000 acre ranch in the state 
of Chihuahua. 

Bryan received further dispatches from Juarez and El Paso, but 
stated that as yet the state department did not hold sufficient de
tailed information to warrant tho issuing of an opinion in the case 
right at this time. The dispatches were read eagerly at the White 
House and in official circles the situation is commanding great 
interest. 

It is everywhere sensed that a critical situation has suddenly 
arisen which will try the abilities of the administration to handle. 

Fine Increase Over 
Year Ago in Bank 

Business of Stale 
30 ' 

* 

Bismarck, N. D., Feb. 20.—Tho report of tie condition ma 
state banks and trust companies wtolch has recently been raad* by' 
the examiner's department shows a fine Increase «tcr the&n< "Sttfomji 
that existed a year ago. The flRures in the first colurap 
report for the close of business Fab. 4, 1913, and tho tijn# 
eecond column show the condition at the close of buHinesss on Jan. 
13, 1914, while the third column indicates the increase car 
as the case may be, for the current report. It will bo seen thai m 
the resources there is an increase in every item with the'-'<sx«ept5o*| 
of that entitled "Due from other banks", while'the only decrease in 
the "Liabilities" column is in the "Deposits subject to check". 

There is an increase in the total footings of close to $5,000,000 
and the report in full shows a very creditable increase in the show
ing of the banks and trust companies of the. state. The report that 
was first issued by the examiner's department was comparative be
tween the call for Oct. 31, 1913, and the last call and it was to be ex
pected that there would be a material decrease, in the totals on ac
count of the season of the year at which the two calls were made. 

Another thing that is shown by the report for the current year 
is that there has been an increase of twenty-two institutions during 
the vear, there "being 600 banks and three trust companies reporting 
Fe/b. 4, 1913, while on Jan. 13, 1914, there were 621 state banks and 
four trust companies reporting. ThiB means a little more than the 
increase shown as there have been a few banks closed since the re
port pf a year ago and still others have been consolidated with sister 
ln.*titutions. - . , 

Comparative statement of state banks and trust companies t&k-
e.t from report# of Feb. 4, 1913, and Jail. 13, 1914: ' 

RESOURCES. 
Feb. 4, 1913. Jan. 13. 1914. 

Jk» hp 

W' 

Loans and discounts..$40,8S3,025.34 
Overdrafts 257,079.37 
Warrants, claims, etc. 1,489,165.10 
House, furniture and 

fixtures 2,650,674.00 
Other real estate 1,333.166.92 
Due from other banks 11,062.513.OH 
Cash items 342,261.72 
G a s h '  . . . . . . .  2 ,372,876.93 

$46,812,129.45 
267,921.46 

1,545,595.41 

2.665,3*4.46 
1,680,613.52 
9,378,486.14 

424.228.78 
2,438,945.82 

Totals ......-4*.'.'60,390.752.44 $65,163,285.04 
'* LIABILITIES. 

Capital stock i,»•**..$ $,467,000.00 
Surplus fund ;*i*'•..., 2,298,156.48 
U n d i v i d e d  p r o f i t s  . 8 2 2 , 9 7 8 . 0 6  
Due to other banks .• : 912,813.29 
Deposits subject 0 

ch 2Ck 2tll3,05Ma 
Demand certificates 

deposit 747,060.48 
Time certificates de

posit 22,629,145.80 
Saving.; deposit 1,540,808.12, 
Certified and cashier*' 

checks ; 620,450.29 
Bills payable i,03!',547.06 
Re-discounts 155.186.17 
Other liabilities 44,552.46 

Totals .$€0,390,752.44 

' 

$ 8,826,800.00 
2,530,772.37 
1,456,087.68 

829,719.08 

19,935,878.38 

1,295,702. 

26,196.892.00 
1,743,760.4« 

Jg.75,912.60 
- 1,487,124.15 

, IBS, 141.05 
26,494.85 

$65,163,2Sv 04 t 
•» * 

„ *"s*\ 

$5,929,104.11 Ine, 
10.824.09 Inc. 
56,440.31 Inc. 

14,690.46 Inc. 
297,446.60 Inc. 

1,684,02«.92 Dec. 
81,867.06 Inc. 
66,068.89 Inc. 

$4,772,522.60 Inc. 

$ 359,800.00 Ine. 
232,615.89 Inc. 
633,114.52 Inc. 
83,094.21 Dee. 

1,177,180.85 Dec. 

548,642.04 InO. 

3,567,746.20 Inc. 
202,952.34 Inc. 

55,462.31 Inc. 
447.577.09 Inc. 

2,954.88 Inc. 
15,057.61 Dec. 

$4,772,533.90 Inc. 
, i 
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