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INVESTIGATIONS. 
It is just as well to remember, in 

dealing with the report of investi
gating committees, that human na
ture and human impulses enter into 
investigations which are of necessity 
frequently made in haste, and do not 
deal with all phases of the matters 
to be investigated. 

The report of the special commit
tee of the house of representatives 
was filed Saturday and will make in
teresting reading. The members of 
the committee are residents of the 
state and were members of the 
house. If they had been Qualified 
by experience and training to make 
investigations, and if they were de
void of all prejudice and feeling, it 
might be well to accept their report 
as conclusive. Under the circum
stances, it is only fair to consider all 
of the matters entering into its mak
ing. 

This is not to say that the members 
•f the committee were not actuated 
By good motives. Undoubtedly they 
were. But they had not the time 
in a few weeks to investigate state 
departments with the thoroughness 
that the importance of the matter 
Justified. To say that any two men 
could investigate the state land de
partment, a department of twenty 
years' creation, and involving not 
0nly thousands but millions of dol
lars of transactions, in a few days, is 
Co say that which is not reasonable. 
A corps of expert examiners could 
not examine this department in a 
month, and do the work thoroughly. 

There are some recommendations in 
the report that deserve consideration 
and will doubtless receive it. There 
are some detail matters in state de
partments that need improving. If 
any committee finds and reports up-
en matters whereby the public ser
vice will be improved, it deserves 
eommendation. It is for the officials 
laving to do with these matters to 
sift the report, find out what recom
mendations are valuable and act up
on them. At tne same time, it is for 
readers of the report to weigh it and 
determine what weight various parts 
of it should receive. 

Every document issued under color 
of authority is not necessarily infalli
ble. It may be that in the transac
tion of state business, the best re
sults are obtained by avoiding tech
nicalities as far as honorably possi
ble. And it may be that evils grow 
op through too lax supervision. It 
is difficult to believe, however, that 
an examiner's department, which Is 
atafl ought to be thoroughly impar
tial, would fail to discover and Re
port upon many evils complained of. 

The Globe is the name of the new 
paper at Mcintosh, down on the Mil
waukee road, just below the state 
One in South Dakota. It is a good 
Bovmer for the new country being 
opened up in that region. The Globe 
saysv "Mcintosh is not only the 
gateway to the great Standing Rock 
reservation, but is also the main 
gateway to a large scope of country 
to the north outside of the reserva
tion which lies on the Cedar and 
Cannon: Ball rivers. This country 
fotbtr tfie; reservation on the north. 
Prior to the building of the Milwau
kee to the coast this splendid country 
was tributary to the Northern Pa
cific, but as ft lies from fifty to eighty 
miles south of this road, it was the 
But to develop by immigration from 
the north, bat the Milwaukee open
ed It up and ft is now fast developing 
feato a great agricultural district." 

If is understood there will be a 
change In the office p̂f state treasurer 
tHe first of April, W. A. Falconer, 
the present deputy treasurer retir
ing, and to be succeeded by W. D. 
Austin, who was cfclef clerk of the 
house in the recent session o f the leg
islatures. There is no complaint with 

respect to the capabilities or effi
ciency of Mr. Falconer, who is a 
splendid office man, painstaking, ac
curate and thoroughly reliable. But 
in the course of politics there must 
be many changes incident to the re
warding of friends and t'ae obedi
ence to the will of parties and fac
tions, and it is one of these circum
stances, it is understood, that leads 
to the displacing of Mr. Falconer and 
the appointment of Mr. Austin. Mr. 
Falconer is an old citizen of Bis
marck, has served in public capaci
ties for many years with credit to 
himself and his friends. Mr. Austin 
is a resident of Cass county, where 
he has been a public official for sev
eral years. He is to be congratulated 
upon the choice that brings him to 
a position of responsibility and im
portance, and one in which he will 
doubtless seek to make good. 

Attention is called to the special 
feature—sporting news page—in this 
issue. ^This feature will appear ev
ery week hereafter, and will doubt
less be appreciated by a large num
ber of people. 

NORTH DAKOTA NOTES 
Cando 

building. 
i s to have a new theater 

Russel claims to be the best horse 
market town in Bottineau county. 

The new $20,000 school house has 
been formerly dedicated at Bowbells. 

A drunken man at Fessenden was 
found dead in bed. 

Senator Purcell is about to erect a 
$10,000 residence at Wahpeton. 

Totvns over the state that have had 
market days this spring report they 
have been very successful • affairs. 

Some of the weekly papers are 
complaining because spring poets 
comonced to get busy too early this 
spring. 

The Finley Beacon has it now that 
the G. N. fiyer will soon be running 
by that town over the Hope branch. 

Towner will get a decrease in in
surance rates now that the water 
works system there has been com
pleted. 

Editor Lyons has leased the Bow-
bells Bulletin to Harry Dence, and 
will devote his entire time to hi? 
real estate business. 

The Courtenay Gazette boasts of 
filling an order for job printing for 
a business concern in Minneapolis. 

Hope has organized what is called 
the Men's Ladies' Aid—that ought to 
make things go some in that town. 

The Nome Tribune thinks the fact 
that the North Dakota members of 
congress were divided in their sup
port of Cannon is a sign that they 
had opinions of their own. 

Both the Williston Herald and the 
Cando Herald have their linotype 
machines in working order and are 
offering to -set type for their neigh
bor printers. 

The Bowdon Guardian has erected 
its own office building and claims 
there are a number of other busi
ness concerns in that town that will 
follow suit this spring. 

There is .a big strange cat at large 
In Steele county, and the McVille 
Journal wants a bunch of sports to 
organize and capture it. 

There are but few in North Da
kota that left the state to seek for
tunes in Canada that have been emi
nently successful in their attempts. 

The Minnewaukon Sittings tells of 
a girl of that town hitting a dog in 
the slats with a chunk of ice, and the 
dog howled with surprise to think 
she hit the mark. 

The editor of the Noonan Repub
lican advertises "promissory notes" 
for sale. There used to be a lot of 
country editors willing to dispose of 
their promissory notes.. 

The people "in the vicinity of St. 
John are greatly indebted to Capt. 
Main f v securing the fish hatchery 
tor that 'town after a strenuous 
struggle in the legislature against 
other applicants. 

Business manager Allen of the Lis
bon Free Press has returned from 
Hot Springs, Ark., where Mrs. Al
len has been regaining her health 
during the winter months. 

Bargain week. Go see Busch. 

REPORT OF SPECIAL INVES
TIGATING COMMITTEE 

USE TRIBUNE WANT COLUMNS. 
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The two members of the special 
house committee designated to in
vestigate and report upon the af
fairs of various state departments, 
Messrs. S. N. Putnam and S. E 
Ployhar, who have been in the citv 
engaged with their work since the 
close of the legislature, filed their 
report with Governor Burke Satur
day. The report. is a bulky docu
ment of forty typewritten pages, and 
sets forth the views of the two mem
bers of the committee as to the con
duct of affairs and of irregularities 
tbat should be corrected.^ 

The investigation in question re
sulted from the roiginal investiga
tion of the office of the secretary of 
state, the resolution for that being 
amplified to cover other state depart
ments. The two members of the com
mittee filed a report in the course oi 
the session regarding affairs in the 
secretary of state's office, dealing 
particularly with the matter of leg
islative supplies and public printing. 
To this Secretary of State Blaisdell 
responded with a communication to 
the house and senate stating that the 
investigation and report was due to 
personal and political bias .on the 
part of at least one member of the 
committee, R. E. Ployhar, with 
whom he was on terms of both per
sonal and political enmity. It has 
been stated since the close of the ses 
sion that the object of the investi
gators was to cast discredit upon the 
office of the secretary, but this if 
denied by the members of the com
mittee. The office of the secretary 
of state was visited for the longest 
time and the most scrutiny by the 
committee, and they present in theii 
report their original report filed with 
the legislature. The matter of leg
islative supplies is gone over again 
and the committee modifies its or
iginal report to some extent, but still 
claims the prices charged were some
what too high. With reference to 
fees and commissions, the committee 
finds that the proper amount has 
been covered into the statetreasury, 
although a recommendation is made 
that all fees be turned into the treas
ury monthly. 

* The committee commends the1 sec
retary of state for new bookkeeping 
systems established to keep account 
of printing and supplies, recpm-
mends additional room for the keep
ing of supplies, finds the clerical 
work of the department good and 
publishes a list of receipts in fees 
and otherwise. 

The. auditor's office is found in 
good shape, and the committee rec-
omends more regular meetings of the 
auditing board in order that bills 
against the state may be more 
promptly disposed of. 

The office of comissioner of insur
ance is comended for its system of 
records and accounts, but the com
mittee finds that $1,113 has been paid 
for exchange on checks and drafts 
in the past two years and other 
amounts before that time, and states 
the payments to be illegal and thinks 
the state should be reimbursed for 
the illegal payments of the past two 
years, and for such other sums as 
may have been paid in the past. The 
members of the committee also state 
that the insurance statements are 
distributed for political purposes and 
not acording to law. The committee 
states that "these statements are 
doled out to political favorites." Mr. 
Playhar, one of tlie members of the 
committee, it will be remembered, 
presented a bill at the last session to 
do away with the publication of in
surance statements altogether; 

The committee goes over the mat
ter of fees in tho state department 
of public instruction, and finds that 
about $18,000 in fees for teachers' 
certificates have been paid in. A 
statement is published from Superin
tendent Stockwell, in which he saylf 
the arxrount has been paid to readers 
for necessary expenses and to him-, 
self for additional compensation. The 
superintendent says that the estimate 
by the senate committee was 66 2-3 
cents for reading papers is possibly* 
high, and that 50 to 55 cents is about 
right. This would leave about $6,-
750 paid to the state superintendent 
in the past six years as his personal 
compensation. To this the superin-, 
tendent claims he is entitled. He' 
states also that in 1903 and part of 
1904 he gave checks to readers him
self, but is unable to find the checks 
at Grafton. As to compensation for 
Mrs. Stockwell, be states that she-
has read continuously since 1903, ex
cept a part of 1904 and '1908, and her 
compensation was cared for by him, 
but he is not now able to state what 
checks were given to her for that 
purpose and what for household pur- ! 
poses. The superintendent says that 
at all times he has paid special at-1 
tention to examinations, and noj 
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charge has been made other than the 
fees. Mr. Stockwell says in closing: 
"During all of the years of my in
cumbency I have given all of my 
time and every ounce of my strength 
to this work. I have sacrificed to a 
great extent my health in an effort 
to do the great work of this office. 
I have no private business or income, 
and every dollars which I have re
ceived from fees or salary I have 
earned. On the other hand, it is a 
notorious fact that many state of
ficers during the same period have 
given the state no service and have 
drawn thousands of dollars in sal
ary, and at the same time continued 
their private business or drawn sal
aries from business corporations. 
There is a great deal more that 
might be said, but it is possible that 
this is not the proper time or place. 
It is a matter of sincere regret that 
a better acounting cannot now be 
made; however, what is past is 
gone 

ShaU Babies Be Abolished? 
"Shall Babies Be Abolished?" Is 

the title of quite the most charming 
article of the month", appearing in 
the Red Book Magazine for April. 
Mr. Forrest Crissey, whose work has 
always been notable for its engaging 
qualities, is the author, and he has 
never written more directly from his 
own heart to that of his readers in 
this unique paper. He makes clear 
the precise value of the baby in pres
ent day life, and his conclusions are 
so presented that they stick in the 
reader's memory like burrs. 

An Army Bride on the Frontier 
Thirty-eight years ago, a young 

army officer, just graduated from the 
United States military academy at 
West point, went with his bride to 
begin service on the western fron
tier. Into this new life of an army 
post the young girl from the east 
found herself plunged, with buffalo 
hunts and sand storms, Indian raids 
and bandits but casual incidents of 
the day. Fortunately her letters to 

We have not had and do not her family were preserved, and from 

now have any doubt relative to the 
intent of the law, yet if in the poln-
ion of the attorney general there is 
any question as to the interpretation 
of the law, we shall welcome any 
adjudication which may settle for all 
time this question." 

In the office of the state treasurer 
the committee finds that various 
sums have been deposited in banks 
in excess of the amount for which 
the banks were designated, and des
ignates banks in which sums were 
deposited in excess of the amount al
lowed by law. 

In the office of the commissioner 
of agriculture and labor the commit
tee criticises the allowing of per 
diem sums for expenses in attending 

these, the writer, Mrs. Frances M. A. 
Roe, wife of Col. Roe, U. S. A., has 
permitted Appleton's Magazine to se
lect the material for an Article in the 
April Appleton's, and others that are 
to follow. The freshness of her im
pressions of a life and conditions 
now practically past, the naive and 
courageous optimism of the young 
wife in such unfamiliar surroundings 
give to the letters a quality of inti
mate human interest and value rare
ly excelled in such material. 

A Mighty City Unearthed. 
Not since the evacuations of Lay-

ard in the dead metropolis of the 
Assyrian empire has archaeology ac
complished a greater feat than the 

state fairs, and in connection witb I rediscovery by German enterprise 
other trips of officials of the depart
ment. The committee recommends 
that hereafter no sums be advanced 
for expenses, but that vouchers be 
submitted to the auditing board for 
items of expense before payments are 
made. 

The land department was also vis
ited and the committee finds some 
delinquent payments, which they 
state an effort should be made to 
collect as rapidly as possible. 

and German science, of Jericho, the 
impregnable fortress of Biblical Ca
naan. Rows of houses were come 
upon with rich collections of pot
tery; sections of great fortifications 
were laid bare, and one digging re
vealed a magnificently preserved 
brick wall, nearly ten feet high,* rest
ing intact upon its original cycle-
pean foundation of stone. The great
est work of all was the uncovering 
of a large area within the curve of 

the northern wall, and here the ex
cavators disinterred Jericho's im
pregnable . inner citadel, with its 
double walls flanked by stronk tow
ers, and within the citadel, whole 
streets of Canaanitish houses, . of 
which the walls still stood to the 
height of several feet.—Robert Cro-
zier Long, in The World Today fo: 
April. 

What the World Throws AwajSr 
"A Chinaman will live on what a. 

Frenchman throws away; a French
man will live on what a- German 
throws away; a German will live on 
what an Englishman throws away; 
an Englishman will live on what an 
American throws away. This, says 
a writer in "Success Magazine," is so 
much the better for those who deal 
in our waste. The humble junk bus
iness, the trade of unconsidered 
trifles, has prospered in America 
more than in all other countries. In 
Boston lives a dealer who has ac
cumulated more than a million dol
lars; several of his competitors 
could sign.checks in six figures. The 
leading dealer in Providence, who 
handles nothing but scrap iron, is 
worth half a million. Philadelphia 
has two junk millionaires and a clus
ter of near-millionaires. One of 
these Philadelphia dealers has half a 
million invested in buildings and 
equipment alone. Ground in New 
York is too costly for many large 
warehouses or iron yards^ and most 
of them are located in New Jersey. 
Scattered over that state are a dozen 
dealers who have made fifty, one 
hundred, two hundred, five hundred 
thousand dollars from that which the 
metropolis has thrown away. ' One of 
these New Jersey dealers recently 
bought the greatest lot of "Junk" 
ever handled in the world's history— 
the old iron and refuse which the 
French abandoned at Panama. The 
original cost of this material was 
about twenty million dollars. What 
was the tune of the mere song he 
paid for it, or how much he has 
made by selling off the scrap iron 
and metal, no one has ever dared to 
estimate. 

AND PAY-DAY FOLLOWS. 

An exchange discovers that a 
glance at the calendar for the year 
1909 shows that both Decoration 
Day and the Fourth of July fall on 
Saturday, making with Sunday, a 
double holiday. 

Special Security Watch Offer 
The profit of School Shoes is too small to permit giving a premium, but the opportunity 

we offer of a single watch at the price they cost in 100,000 lots, i s worth far more than any 

premium that was ever offered with a pair of shoes, for the watoh ordinarily retails at from 

$ 1 . 0 0 to $1 .50 . Watches have been so expensive that they were considered only for grown 

folks; but now for the small sum of SO c e n t s , we offer every purchaser of Boys' School Shoes 

an opportunity to buy an accurate, guaranteed Security Watch, stem wind, stem set and nickel 

finished. 
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Boys' Shoes Come in the Following Prices: 
8 to 12, $1.75 and $2.00; 12*A to M & 0 0 and $2.SS; 2 # to 5*#, "$2.25 
and $2.50. :;-:.. f ,;• l$ff I ' '«'= ' :• •;•' > "? -. 
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; For 50 cents additional each purchaser is entitled to one of the 
SECURITY WATCHES *..'* .; 
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