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PRESIDENT OF THE AMERICAN LEAGUE. 

Ban B. Johnson, who was always a friend of John A. Heydler, did what 
he could to keep Pulllam's successor I n the presidency of the National 
league. Johnson declared several weeks ago that if John M. Ward was 
elected to take Heydler's place that the national commission would bar 
Ward. Johnson and Charles W. Murphy are far from friendly and they 
had hot words In New York before the National league elected its presi
dent. 

FANS DON'T WANT 
A BASEBALL WAR 

ROW OF THE MAGNATES NOT AP-
PROVED BY PATRONS OF 

1 » THE"" &MII& V* 

CLEAN SPORT, THEIR DEMAND 

Ban Johnson Looms Up as About the 
Biggest Man Connected with Na
tional Pastime—That New York 
8lgnal-Tipplng Case. 

Baseball fans ail over the country 
want to see the magnates settle their 
differences and get down to business 
of strengthening their teams for 1910. 

The average fan doesn't care wheth
er John Heydler or John Ward is pres
ident of the National league. What 
the enthusiast wants is for his favor
ite team to have the'&est players it 
can get and when the good old sum
mer time comes, for those players to 
put up the fastest article of baseball 
they can. 

However, the recent muddle which 
was threshed out in New York was 
interesting to the fans in a way, for it 
threatened the greatest baseball war 
in the history of the national game. 
That such a thing may yet result is 
not impossible. 

The magnates of the big leagues 
know the patrons of the game don't 
want to see a fight. The enthusiasts 
who support the great pastime with 
their money want clean sport and 
they will not stand for any throat-
cutting tricks. From the magnate's 
standpoint the game of baseball is a 
business proposition. It is impossible 
for any person to point out one man 
who is at the head of a club that Is 
there simply for his love of baseball. 
There is lots of money in baseball, 
even tall-end teams making fortunes 
for their owners, and the magnates 
know It Is not policy for them to kill 
the goose that lays the golden egg. 

The recent battle in New York de
veloped one thing and that is that 
Ban Johnson, president of the Amer
ican league, is about the biggest man 
in baseball. Johnson was not only 
the power behind the throne in his 
own organization, but he was busy 
with the affairs of the National league. 
He and Charles W. Murphy, president 
of the Chicago Cubs, have been ene
mies for some time. When Murphy 
started out to get the scalp of Heyd
ler because the National league pres
ident backed up Umpire Klem who 
fired Evers, Chance and Steinfeldt 
from the Labor day game in Pitts
burg, Johnson at once went to the 
rescue of Heydler. This added fuel 
to the fire between the Cub boss and 
the American league mogul, and the 
battle waxed warm. Murphy dared 
Johnson to make known the name of 
the "man higher up," who was con
nected with the umpire-bribing scan
dal in New York and Johnson laughed 
at him. 

When it was announced that the 
Philadelphia National league team 
had been sold and the report was cir
culated that Murphy was in the deal, 
Johnson likewise took a chance to 
hurl a shot at his foe. 

The American league adopted a 
schedule of 154 games, the same as 
played last season. Murphy of the 
Chicago Cubs wanted both leagues to 
agree to a 168 game schedule, and in 
this was blocked or Johnson. The 

American also aaoptea a provision 
which will prevent a club carrying 
more than 35 men at any time, and 
from May 1 to August 1 the number 
must not exceed. 25. The question of 
eliminating spikes has been left to 
President Johnson and Charles Com-
iskey of the Chicago club. 

The national commission applied a 
nice coat of whitewash-to the New 
York Yankees' signal-tipping case. It 
exonerated the club but adopted reso
lutions that left the matter unex
plained. The resolutions follow: 

Whereas, Charges have been print
ed in the public press to the effect 
that during the last season a sign-
tipping bureau was operated on the 
grounds of the New York American 
league ball club, and 

Whereas, The board of directors of 
the American league has considered 
carefully the evidence before it of 
the existence of such a bureau, there* 
fore, be it 

Resolved, That in the opinion of the 
board the New York club is free from 
all complicity in such tipping affair, 
and be it further * 

Resolved, That it iirthe sense of the 
board that any manager or official 
proven guilty of operating^ a sign-tip
ping bureau should be barred from 
baseball for all time. 

The national commission disposed 
of the Torrey and Asmussen cases. In 
the former a decision was made not 
to reopen the case, which confirms 
the award, previously made, of Torrey 
of the Chicago Logan Squares to the 
Cincinnati club. That was contested 
by President Kinsella of the Spring
field Three Eyes league club on the 
ground that Torrey belonged to him 
by contract and that the New York 
National league club was interested 
because it had purchased Torrey's 
services from Kinsella for a price said 
to have been $4,000. 

Catcher Tom Asmussen, whose re
instatement was made some days ago, 
now will become a member of the 
Boston Nationals In all probability as 
soon as it can draft that player from 
Eau Claire, the commission having de
cided that the title rested with the 
Wisconsin team, but that he was sub
ject to draft. It was Asmussen's at
tempt to play with the Doves a couple 
of years a*o that led to his disability. 

One of many deals rumored proved 
true. That was the purchase by the 
Pittsburg club of First Baseman 
Flynn of the St. Paul team for a con
sideration of $4,000. That is said to 
presage the departure of Bill Abstein 
from the ranks of the world's cham
pions in the spring if the new player 
comes up to expectations. 

Chicago led the American league 
teams the past season in fielding, ac
cording to the official averages an
nounced by President Johnson. The 
White Sox Btood .964, with Philadel
phia next at .961. The champions of 
the league, Detroit, were third at .959. 
In the pitchers' game percentages 
Mullin of Detroit led with a per
centage of .784. He won 29 and only 
lost eight games. Cicotte of Boston 
was second at .722, winning 13 and 
losing five. Smith was the best of 
the Sox pitchers at .600. He stood 
twelfth in the list. Walsh was thir
teenth at .577. Isbell of the Sox led 
the first basemen of the league in 
fielding with .994, and Purtell of the 
locals was at the top of the second 
basemen with .970. Of the third 
basemen, Tannehlll was fourth at 
.941. Parents of Chicago-and Miller 
of Washington and 1.000 among the 
fiellerB, and Hahn was fourth with 
.990. Sutor, a Sox pitcher, had 1.000 
amona the Ditchers, 
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HALF BACKS POPULAR 
AS FOOTBALL CAPTAINS 

MORE THAN ONE-THIRD OF LEAD
ERS CH08EN PLAY THE POSI-

TION—ENDS ARE NEXT. 

Football players occupying half
back positions are in the majority as 
captains for next year's elevens. A 
list of more than 100 selections, made 
from squads throughout the country, 
including colleges, high schools and 
academies, show 36 half backs chosen, 
including the leaders at Yale, Prince
ton and Chicago. Captains thuB far 
named follow: 

H A L F BACKS. 
College. Captain. Residence 

Chicago Wm. Crawley.Pasadena, 
Northwest'n .John Manley..Chicago. 
Princeton . . . . E d . J. Hart . . .Exeter. 
Tale Fred Daly Cambridge. 
Exeter T. H. Cornell.Freep'rt.Pa. 
Memphis H. Mann Brnsvle.Tenn 
Oberlln Clinton Bird..Cleveland. 
Cincinnati . . . . W a l t Hench..Cincinnati. 
Baylor T.P.Roblns'n .Memphis. 
Ohio State . . . .W. P. Wells. .Troy. 
Amherst C. C. Camp'll.Hack, N. J. 
Bewanee A. Lanier Nashville. 
Bucknell Clarke Kane. .Pennsylv'a. 
Brown J. R. McKay. Youngstown. 
Mississippi . . .J . W. McCall. Sum'd.Mass. 
Case L. Twltchell. .Cleveland 
Bowdoin E. A. Smith..Calais. 
Iowa We»l 'n . .a . Tallman.. .Mt. Pleasant 
Grinnell Shinstrom . . . . Iowa City. 

R u g b y -
Stanford K. I. Dole Riverside. 
California . . . .J . Wiggins . . . .San Fran. 
Minnesota . . . . L . Johnston. . . .Minneapolis. 
Indiana Art. Berndt...Indianap'li« 

ENDS. 
Wisconsin . . . . Jas . Dean Madison. 
Iowa Mike Hyland.Des Moines. 
Holy Cross. . . .J. Lawler Bel's Falls. 
Rlpon E. Hasset t . . . .Mervl l le ,Wls 
Rochester . . . . D . R. Mellen..Rochester 
8 Carolina.. . .U.G.Desport's Winnsboro. 
Clemson W.E.Hanck'I Charleston. 
Lehigh C. B. Lawson.Pottsville. 
Bhattuck F. P. McKey. .Faribaul t 
Virginia H. M. Bowen.Branwell. 
Wash. & Lee. .R.R.Waddill .Danville. 
Carnegie Tec.B. Hlttner ....Pittsburg". 

F U L L BACKS. 
Notre Dame. .R.L.Vaugh'n .Crawfordsvl 
Dartmouth . . .John Marks.. .Minneapolis 
Williams J.D.Peterson .Lockport. 
Bates E. V. Lovely. .Gardiner. 
Hamilton D. R. Sidle. . . .Paulding. 
Georgia Tech.Dean Hill Glov'sv'lle. 
Carlisle Pete Houser. .Oklahoma. 
Gallaudat . . . .T.L.Anderson Denlson. 
Pittsburg: T. Richards. . . .Pittsburg. 
Mich. Ag-gies.Exelby . . ;» . . . . Britten. *n 
Butler C. Thomas. . . .Indianapolis 

TACKLES. 
Missouri J. R. Bluck. . .Nevada, Mo. 
Georgia O.A.Franklin .Barnsvl; Ga. 
Simpson, l a . . .Hami l ton 
Andover C.W.Fletcher Brookllne. 
Drake ..I .Jim Wilson . . . 
Hobart Li ^M. Nagle.-BJlmira.' 
Colgate C.W.Keegan .Evansville. 
Hendrle Cunningham .ConWy, Ark. 
Tex. A. & M . . B , Hooker . . . . 
Dickinson . . . . J . L. Felton. .Everett , P a 
Syracuse H.H.Hartm'n 

CENTERS. 
Fordham E. "X Barrett.Buffalo. 
Wesleyan . . . - C . H. Mltch'll.Portland, Ma 
Lafayette . . . .E.C.Foreman .Ford Cy. Pa. 
Ames Scott Des Moines. 
Tufts ELW.Ireland .Medford. 

GUARDS. ' 
Illinois G. D. Butter .Hillsdale. 
Vlllanov* Ed. Nels . . , , . . .Doyles t 'wn. 
Colby R, R. Rogers.Belfast. 
Kenyon C. Cable Cleveland. 

QUARTER BACKS. 
Michigan Joy Miller Detroit. 
Arkansas S. Creekmore.Van B. Ark. 
Vanderbilt . . . W m . Nedly. . .Smyrna, Ten 
Texas LKirkpatrick 
Haverfordl . . . . E d . Levin Phll'delph'a 

TALK OF FIXEO FIGHT 
STIRS JEFF TO ANGER 

SAY8 HE'LL WIN AS QUICK A3 
P088IBLE — J0HN8ON EX

PRESSES DIFFERENT IDEA. 

NEW AND OLD CAPTAIN OF GOPHtRS, 
• 

•• • , 

• 

The talk that the fight is to be a 
parlor battle for the moving picture 
machines and that everything is not 
on the up and up, has made Jim Jef
fries angry. Maybe "mad" would be 
a better word to express Jim's dis
gust, for he showed signs of insanity 
when he was discussing it. 

"Picture fight, eh," grunted the 
I giant boilermaker - alfalfa - grower - sa-
I loonkeeper but some fighter in his 

younger days. "Say, let me tell you 
' something. It's only this: I'm going 
| to knock that coon's head off with the 
I first punch if I can. I like money 
[ and can use some in my business, but 
I when I crawl through the ropes on 
I July 4, whether in San Francisco, Salt 
J Lake City or Gary, Ind., I'm going into 

the ring to fight. I don't want to com-
I mit murder, but I'm going to come 
| just as near killing that black man as 
! I safely can." 
I AM of which sounds good to every-
I body but the promoters and picture 

men. 
Now listen to what Johnson has to 

; say. It is: 
"You can take It from he that this 

j fight will be won and lost on Its 
merits. I've been trying ever since I-
started in the fighting game and I'm 
not going to begin to fake at this 
late date. Neither Jeffries nor myself 
have even spoken to one another out
ride of that meeting when we signed 
articles. I know that Jeff figures him
self a winner, but so do I. 

"People hint that I can make more 
money by dropping to Jeffries than 1 
san by winning this fight. Well, they 
have one way of figuring, but I have 
another. If I should knock Jeffries 
out Just as many people will go to see 
the pictures as would if it happened 
the other way. 

"If I had been mixed up in fakes I 
wouldn't mind it so much, but neither 
Jeffries nor myself have such reputa
tions. But still there are people who 
think the fight will not be on the 
level. I know that people will come 
to me with money to lose this fight 
They come to all big fighters and 
offer them coin. 

"I don't expect to put Jeffries out in 
a few rounds and I know that he'll not 
get to me in Jig time. I wouldn't ad
vise any body to bet on the number 
of rounds, but I'll bet a few dollars 
myself that the fight goes more than 
12 rounds. I'll win. That's alt'* 

This sounds better for the picture 
men. It also seems to be the most 
reasonable view. 

ORAL BETTING DOESN'T PAY 

Racing at Emeryville Track in Cali
fornia a Losing Game Without 

the Bookies. 

Racing at the Emeryville track, 
under the management of the new 
California Jockey club, and with oral 
betting the only form of wagering that 
is allowed by law, is far from the suc
cess that was expected, even by the 
most conservative in the game. ' 

With the season a third over, condi
tions are far from satisfactory, and it 
is estimated that by the end of the 
season the management will have lost 
from $25,000 to $30,000 on its venture. 
There was some talk, when the racing 
card was announced, of extending the 
sport but unless matters improve 
wonderfully there is little prospect of 
any change in the plans as first an
nounced. 

The New California Jockey club, 
while willing to lose a reasonable sum 
in order to test the new scheme, ie 
not desirous of going further Into debt 
than is necessary. Whether there will 
be racing next winter 1B something 
that is hard to forecast, but horsemen 
do not believe that the future of the 
thoroughbred is bright In California 
unless the legislature reverses itself. 

With the attendance less than 20 
per cent of what it was in the old 
days, with practically no eastern 
horsemen or horses at the track, and 
with the public wary of betting under 
the oral system and complaining of 
the odds that have been established, 
there is little that can be said in favor 
of the meeting. 

TO LEAD PIRATES AGAIN. 

Fred Clarke has signed a contract 
to manage the Pittsburg National 
league team two more seasons. Now 
all Dreyfuss has to do to keep his 
team In the championship claas ia to 
get "Hana" Wagner's signature. 
Clarke says he's going back to the 
farm v0h«n thm *\un »«»«• «m» ••« 

TO FIGHT "BAT NELSON. 

Freddie Welsh, the English light
weight whose cleverness won him 
aeverai battles In the United States, 
is to have a chance at the champion
ship. Battling Nelson has agreed to 
fight him in England for a $20,000 
purse if certain concessions are made. 
It will be a battle between slugger 
and scientific boxer. 

NEWS OF THE WRESTLERS 

Qotch la to Meet a Scotchman—Chl-
cagoans Want a Zbyszko-Mah-

mout Match. 

Wrestling is booming in Chicago, 
which is the center of the mat game in 
the United States. - Half a dozen for
eigners are in the Windy City for their 
try-outs, all hoping for a bout with 
Frank Gotch. If they oan get on with 
the Iowa farmer boy they know they 
will have a comfortable sum, even if 
he does put their shoulders to the mat, 
with the toe hold or some other grip. 

One of the new-comers is a Scotch
man, named Jlmmle Essen. Jimmie 
had a trial a few nights ago and made 
good against a third-rater. Now they 
say Gotch is going to give him a 
chance. Essen is a strong boy and 
wrestles like a contortionist and may 
give Gotch some trouble, but the con
queror of the great Hackenschmidt 
probably will continue to hold his ti
tle when it is all over with Jlmmle. 
Also Gotch will hare enough to atfd 
a few more acres to his Iowa farm, 
which by this time is getting to be 
of some proportions. 

Then there is Zbyszko.« He Is sure 
that Gotch can't throw him and in* 
gists on recognition. True, Frank 
failed to turn the trick in Buffalo, 
but wait until the big money is up and 
see what happens. 

Dr. Roller is going to wrestle Yussiff 
Mahmout, the giant from, the Balkans. 
This Turk Is about the best foreign 
wrestler seen in this country outside 
of Hackenschmidt for some time, and 
it looks as If Roller will have his 
hands full. What the Chicago fans 
want is a match between Zbyszko and 
Mahmout. Then let the winner tackle 
Gotch. Frank has pinned the Turk's 
shoulders to the mat once, but the 
foreigner has learned a lot since then, 
as Ameiicus discovered when he lost 

, 

Lyle Johnston, left half baok of the Minnesota team, was elected lead
er of the 1910 team. McGovern, former captain, who was eligible for re
election, withdrew from the race in favor of Johnston. 

SAFER FOOTBALL 
AIM OF EXPERTS 

reads: Herschberger, Chicago; Eck-
ersall, Chicago; Heston, Michigan; 
Steffen, Chicago; McGovern, Minne
sota; Benbrook, Michigan. 

Of the other nine places on the hon-
orary teams Camp awards six posi
tions to Yale with Cooney, Andrus, 

AUTHORITIES AGREE 80METHINQ Hobbs, Kilpatrlck, Philbin and Coy; 
MU8T BE DONE TO PREVENT 

FATALITIES. 

WATCH THE CANADIAN GAME 

two to Harvard with Fish and MInot 
and one to Brown with Regnier. 

In the composition of the second 
eleven the football authority, who has 
given more time than usual this sea
son to observations of the western 

; teams, finds room for Allerdice and 
. ___ , ' Magidsohn of Michigan. Chicago is 

Camp and Stagg Seek Ideas In Rugby considered on the third team, where 
Contest—Wisconsin Faculty Faces former Capt Page is placed at end 
a Revolt—Two Weeterners oh In preference to the position at quar-
Camp'e All-Amerlcan Elsven. *>r **<*> * j * h* ' " i o r c ^ i ° p lay

r 
¥ _ during the season of 1909. Famum or 

That something must be done to fi!W56iS^^SS^SSS 
save football Is agreed among the au Miller of Notre Dame also, are given 

places on the third eleven. 
Camp pays little attention to Notre 

Dame for premier honors in the.west 
Here ii the way the eastern critic 
sizes up the situation: . 

"Michigan's showing is superior to 
that of Notre Dame, taking the whole 
season and the schedule of both into 
consideration. Michigan I can abso
lutely claim the conference champion
ship because Minnesota, without the 
Shade of a doubt, won that by defeat
ing Chicago and Wisconsin most deci
sively, only to be overwhelmed in. turn 
by Yost's men. 

"It Is most' doubtful that Note* 
Dame could have beaten Minnesota at 
any stage of the season. At any 
rate, it didn't. I had not seen Mich
igan play this year before the Notre 
Dame game, but I told Mr. Yost that 
very evidently his \ team was suffering. 
a bad slump and would recover. His 
team didn't look so good in that game. 
Of course, but any team that is losing 
takes on the appearance of a set of 
dubs." * 

thoritles of the gridiron game. Great
er safety is the aim of those who fear 
the abolishment of the game and be
fore the 1910 season opens something 
will be done that will save the lives 
and bones of the players. 

Protests have gone up from all parts 
of the country against the dangers of 
the game as now played. Five west
ern Pennsylvania colleges, Washing
ton and Jefferson, Allegheny, Grove 
City, Geneva and Westminster, the 
University of West Virginia, Tulane 
university in Louisiana and the 12 big 
eastern Jesuit colleges have demand
ed a revision of the rules and will 
-withdraw from the game if their re
quests are not granted. Cornell is 
among those wanting changes; the 
faculty having adopted such a resolu
tion. The public schools'of New York 
will have no more football games, the 
board of education taking the Btand 
on account of the present danger. 

Walter Camp, "father of football," 
and Alonzo A. Stagg, Director of ath
letics of Chicago university, were 
among the critics who witnessed the 
Canadian rugby football game in New 
York with a purpose of gathering in
formation that would aid In changing 
the rules of the Intercollegiate game. 

"As played by the Hamilton-Ottawa 
teams football is much less dangerous 
than as played in the United States," 
said Camp. "Of course you cannot tell 
how dangerous the game would be if 
played by Americans. In both games 
there is possibility of Injury, but the 
openness of the Canadian play makes 
the possibility of serious hurts less 
than it would be between American 
teams under American rules. There 
are many things about rugby I admire. 
One of these Is the freedom of punt
ing. The rule which allows a man a 
free kick is a, good .-one. In the mat
ter of tackling I cannot see much dif
ference. Americans throw their men 
harder, but the rules governing the 
tackle are the same. The Increased 
punting which the rugby.game per
mits, however, would make hard, 
tackles less frequent and thus lessen 
the liability of hard injuries. I do not 
believe that as a whole the game will 
ever be adopted In this country, 
though we may take hints from it." 

Mr. Stagg was quoted as follows: 
"There is no doubt that the Cana

dian game as played this.afternoon is 
more open than our game, but it is 
a question in my mind whether this 
openness is an advantage. The play 
seems to be loose, and the element of 
chance enters largely. There does not 
seem to be enough stress laid on ac
curate play. In brief, the game does 
not seem so highly developed as ours. 
There are many things that I like 
about It, though, among them are the 
long and accurate passes. Another 
good point is the punting. On the 
whole, I do not think the game an ade
quate substitute for our own." 

The student body at Wisconsin uni
versity is up In arms for a longer sea
son. The students want neyen in
stead of five football games next year, 
and the faculty does not want to grant 
the demand. There promises to be a 
revolt at Madison during the winter 
which will furnish some interesting 
developments. Northwestern is the 
only other college limited to five 
games. 

Capt Johnny McGovern'of the Uni
versity of Minnesota team and "Fat" 
Benbrook of the Wolverines are picked 
for the position of quarter back and 
guard, respectively, on Camp's honor
ary ail-American eleven which ap
peared in Collier's. With the excep
tion of 1904, when Eckersall of Chi* Fred Lake, who managed the Bo«-
cago and Heston of Michigan were ton Reds last season, will lead the 
named, this is the only time two west- Doves of the same city next year. 
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LAJ0IE IS CARE FREE NOW •<? 

Has None of the Worries of a Mans- ,, 
ger and Recta Peacefully 

on Farm. 

Cleveland fans are likely to see a 
very much different Lajole at second 
base when the season of 1910 is 
opened. 

Though Larry played high-class ball 5 
during his career with the Cleveland 
club as manager, still it cannot be de
nied that the worries of the mana
gerial position had its effect on his 
playing. While the average fan thinks 
the troubles of the manager are con
fined to the summer' campaign entire
ly, such is far from being the case. 
The manager of a big league ball 
team Is almost as busy during the 
winter as summer. '*• 

He must discuss possible trades, 
place his stamp of approval on this 
or that player, authorize the return of 
many youngsters to the minor leagues, 
keep in touch with the other players, 
fix their salaries and adjust any dif
ferences, plan for the spring training 
trip and also have charge of the work 
in the south. He must weed out the 
material and, incidentally, take a lot 
of blame if be lets some promising 
player get away without a trial. 

This winter Larry has been care 
free. He spends seven or eight hours 
every day working about the farm, 
and gets Just enough, exercise to keep 
him in condition. 

.. 

SIGNS TO MANAGE DOVES. 

era players have been thus honored. 
The roster of western gridiron he

roes who have been given places on 'National* may not be tall-anders in 
Camp's all-American first teams now 

The contract Is for one year and 
Lake has full control, so the Boston 

1910. 
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