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The House, being in the Committee 
, ot the Whole on the state of the Union 

. •and having under consideration the 
post-office appropriation bill— 

> Mr. Gronna said: 
Mr. Chairman: Having under con

sideration the post-office appropria
tion bill (H. R. 16953), which appro
priates for the fiscal year 1907 $191,-

-373,848.75, I wish to call attention to 
••one or two items. 

The department's estimate for the 
fiscal year 1907 is $181,573,264. Of 

• course this is only an estimate—it may 
be more or less. At any rate, there 
will be a deficit for the next year, but 
a. considerable less amount than last 
year's deficit, which was more than 
$14,000,000. The post-office depart
ment is, however, the only department 
which is nearly self-sustaining, the 
revenue being derived from the amount 
of business done and paid by anyone 
and everyone who mails a letter or 
package. 

In connection, I want to say a few 
words relative to the rural free-de-. 
livery service—the only direct benefit 
the farming community derives from 
the government without having to pay 
a hundred cents on the dollar for it. 
A joint resolution passed the Fifty-
first congress and was approved Octo
ber 1, 1890, Authorizing the postmaster 
general to test the free-delivery serv
ice in small towns and villages. We 
find in ex-Postmaster General Wana-
raaker's report for the fiscal year 1901 
that an experiment had been made in 
forty-six communities, with the result 
of showing an increase in seven 
months in the gross receipts of $5,506.-
10, as against the total cost of carriers 
of $4,320.60, leaving a net balance as 
profit to the government of $850.50 and 
to the credit of the free-delivery serv
ice. We also find that ex-Postmastei 
General Bissell, in his report for the 
fiscal year 1894, referring to the serv
ice, said: 

The experiment ot freo delivery in 
the forty-six towns and villages in 
which It was established about two 
years ago was continued durinir the 
liscul year 1893-94, at a cost of $8,900.44. 
Nothing transpired during the year in 
connection with this service to cause 
me to change the opinion expressed in 
my last report against it. This service 
•should be discontinued, or—granting, 
for the sake of argument, that the ex
periment has shown satisfactory re
sults—should be extended to '40.000 
other post-offices. 

It was at this time that congress 
discontinued the appropriation for this 
service. In the year 1896 it was that 
the first rural free-delivery routes 
were established, and then only as an 
experiment, as it was estimated it 
would require from forty to fifty mil
lion dollars per year to continue it. 
We also find in a statement taken from 
the last report of the postmaster gen
eral, showing the number of routes 
established and the amount of money 

expended from 1898 to 1905, as 
lows: 
1898.. % 50.260.35 $ 50,241.06 
1899.. 150,032.79 150,012.48 
1900.. 450,000.00 420,433.17 1 
1901.. 1,750,796.29 1,750,321.35 4 
1902.. 4,089,075.20 4,089,041.71 8 
1903.. 8,580,364.31 8,051.599.79 1 
1904.. 12,926,905.44 12.645.275.79 24, 
1905.. 21,116,600.00 20.874,618.75 
1906.. 25,828,300.00 
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You will see, Mr. Chairman, from 
this report that $20,874,618.75 was used 
to operate 32,055 rural routes, making 
an average cost for each carrier of 
$651.21. Now, then, each route serves 
approximately 100 families, making a 
total of 3,205,500 families served, at 
about >i cost of $6.51 for each family. 
Just multiply this number by 5, which 
& a fair average for families in the 
rural districts, and the result will be 
you have 16,027,500 people served, at 
a cost of $204174,618.75, or about $1.32 
per capita. And, too, we have not 
made any allowance for the saving to 
the government from the discontinu
ance of small post-offices and star 
foutes where rural routes have been 
established in their stead, but it is 
safe to assert that, this feature taken 
into consideration, it would probably 
reduce the cost of operation to less 
than $1 per month. 

The number of carriers for city free-
delivery service for 1905 was 21,778, 
at a cost of $20,919,078.13, or at the 
average rate of $960 for each carrier. 
Now, why this discrimination? The 
rural carrier is paid $720 per year 
and furnishes his own conveyances, 
feed for his horses, and receives, as 
stated $720 per annum, or $60 per 
month. 

Mr. Sterling. Do you know how 
niucli this appropriation would have 
to be increased in order to increase 
the pay of the rural carriers to $900 
a year? 

Mr. Gronna. If you calculate the 
number of routes that we have today, 
it would take $4,000,000 to give each 
rural carrier an increase of $10 per 
month. 

Mr. Sterling. Do you propose to 
offer an amendment to this bill to that 
effect? 

Mr. Gronna. The gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. Smyser), 1 understand, has 
already offered an amendment. He 
has offered an amendment to increase 
the pay of the rural free-delivery car
riers $10 per month, and I ani in favor 
of that amendment. 

Mr. Chairman, I listened with a 
great deal of pleasure to what the 
distinguished gentleman from Vermont 
(Mr. Poster) and also the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. Smyser) said on this 
question. I am glad to know that the 
East has among some of its ablest 
representatives men who are friends 
of the farmers and who favor this 
measure. 

I don't want you to figure this on 
the same basis as does the Massachu
setts republicans that is. to have the 
farmer's products and all raw mater

ials put on the free list and their own 
'trust-made goods highly protected. It 
is not my wish to make a tariff speech 
just now, but I want to say (and with 
due respect for all of my colleagues) 
and in all candor and earnestness, that 
the farming interests, and especially' 
the western industries, must be recqg-
nized'and treated fairly. The farmer 
may be slow in exercising his rights, 
but he is, however, intelligent enough 
to know when he is being discriminat
ed against. 

Why should not our six million or 
more farmers, who from last year's 
production added to our national 
wealth $6,500,000,000, be entitled to 
the same consideration that the peo
ple in the cities receive. From 35 to 
40 per cent of our entire population 
live on farms, and produced last year 
2,708,000,000 bushels of corn, valued 
at $1,216,000,000: 684,000,000 bushels 
of wheat, valued at $525,000,000; $605,-
000,000 worth of hay; $138,000,000 
worth of potatoes: $575,000,00 in cot
ton. We raised 939,000,000 bushels of 
oats, valued at $282,000,000; $138,000,-
000 worth of barley; $52,000,000 worth' 
of sugar-cane and sugar beets. We 
produce every year from six to nine 
million pounds of rice, and why are 
we not entitled to the best mail serv
ice that will enable the farmer to get 
his market reports and papers prompt
ly. The farmers, as a class, are the 
most intelligent people we have in 
our entire country. Our ablest men, 
men possessed of the- strongest kind 
of character, have been reared and 
educated within the environments of 
the farm. 

The expenditures of the postal serv
ice for tlie year 1905 are sltown, by 
items, in the following statement: 

;is4, 
,743, 

215, 
919, 
819. 

120, 

326, 

509, 

693, 

Transportation of mails on 
railroads $39, 

Compensation to post
masters 22, 

Compensation to clerks in 
poHt-ofCiccH 21, 

City free-delivery service. 20, 
Rural free delivery 20, 
Railway mail service, sal

aries 13, 
Transportation of mails on 

star routes 7, 
Railway post-office car 

service 5, 
Transportation of foreign 

mails 2, 
Rent, light, and fuel for 

lirst, .second, and third 
class post-offices 2,56S,572.7£ 

Compensation to assistant 
postmasters at first and 
second class post-offices. 1,895, 

Mail-messcnwer service 1 . 2 2 1 ,  
Transportation of mails— 

regulation, screen, or 
other wagon service.... 1,113, 

Special-delivery service .. 855, 
MaMnufacture of stamped 

envelopes 847, 
Transportation of mails 

on steamboats 6S5. 
Transportation of mails, 

electric and cable cars.. 521. 
Pneumatic-tube service... 355, 
Manufacture of postage 

stamps 381, 
Mail bags, cord fasteners, 

label cases, etc 335. 
Ealaries of post-office In

s p e c t o r s  3 3 4 ,  
Miscellaneous Items at first 

ami second class offices. ,237, 
AVrapping twine 203, 
Registered package, tag. 

official, and dead-letter 
envelopes 197, 

Canceling machines 186. 
Manufacture of postal 

cards 166, 
Payment of money orders 

more than 1 year old 164. 
l'er diem allowance of post 

office inspectors 164, 
Balance due foreign coun

tries 134, 
Transportation of mails, 

special service 1 3 4 ,  
Blanks, blank books, etc.. 

for money-order service 122. 
.Salaries of clerks and mls-

916.17 

342.03 

303.41 
078.13 
944.69 

155.78 

596.57 

044.65 

S12.09 

142.72 
903.25 

497.90 
185.67 

893.08 

591.25 

,825.79 
,413.44 

S41.61 

437.97 

883.28 

987.74 
201.16 

716.76 
721.19 

420.29 

820.91 

,800.00 

891.24 

693.87 

TUE8DAY, APRIL 17, 1906, 
cellaneoua expemes, mail 
depredations, and post-
office Inspectors 

Wrapping paper 
Railway mall service, act

ing clerks, for clerks In
jured on duty, and death 
Indemnity 

Railway mall service, mis
cellaneous office e x-
penses.. 

Stationary for postal serv-
' Ice 
Mall locks and keyB 
Railway mall service, per 

diem and expenses of as
sistant superintendents. 

Post marking and rating 

84.338.81 
69.989.82 

stamps 
^rtlsing 

second class post-offices. 
Advertising at first and 

68.S02.40 

52,563.40 

641991.32 
4^.267.91 

26.445.05 

24.762.68 

24.062.57 

* 
158.827.29 

Total expenditures for 
the year 167,181,959.79 

Add expenditures during 
the year on account of 
previous years 217,209.44 

y Total expenditures 
ing the year 167,399,169.23 

Excess of expenditures 
over receipts 14,572,584.13 

Expenditures under 26 
.smaller items of 'appro
priation (less than $20,-
000 each) 

lteceipts .... 152,826,585.10 

You can readily see, Mr. Chairman, 
from this statement that the rural 
free-delivery carrier is being paid the 
lowest salary of anyone within the 
employ of the government, and I ask 
that the carriers' pay be increased at 
least $10 per month or $120 per year. 
It would require only 4,000,000 for the 
entire service to grant them this in
crease. 

The carrier in the city who does not 
require any conveyance (and if he 
does the government pays for it) re
ceives $960 per year, or $80 per month. 
Now, why this difference? The rural 
carrier has"just as much responstbil-

. ity, is just as intelligent, and is often 
compelled to travel in stormy weather, 
when in. some localities his very life 
is in danger; still he is paid on an 
average of $20 less, saying nothing of 
his investment necessary for equip
ment. But you may say the city car
rier does, in some instances, require 
horses and wagons, bicycles, or is 
compelled to travel on the street cars. 
That may be true, but does not this 
bill make an allowance of $725,000 for 
horse hire and $340,000 for car fare 
and bicycles, making a total of $1,065,-
000? Add to this $22,228,000 appro
priated for city delivery service and 
you have a grand total of $23,293,000. 

While I do not favor extravagance 
in the use of government funds, I do 
believe it important that we should 
allow these carriers a fair and reason
able compensation, otherwise you can 
not hope to maintain this service 
which the farmers so highly appre
ciate and which adds to their com
forts and benefits in many ways, en
abling them to keep in oouch with 
the balance of the world, literally 
speaking, in receiving their papers 
and magazines, which in themselves 
are an education. 

So long as we continue to grant sub
sidies to railroad companies we should 
not preach economy. Why, this very 
bill, unless amended, appropriates 
142.728.75 to trunk lines from Wash
ington to Atlanta and New Orleans 
for necessary special facilities, and 
$25,000 to trunk lines from Kansas 
City, Mo., to Newton, Kas., for contin
uing necessary and special facilities. 

Now, why first pay the railroads for 
carrying the mail and then grant them 
subsidies under the name of "s'pecial 
facilities?" We farmers do not ask 

for any>sub8ldy. All we'want la a fair 
and reasonable remuneration for our 
honest work. . 

I want to serve notice now that 
when this bill comes up for final pass
age this provision of the bill I 
oppose. I do not believe in these 
special privileges'"to any corporation, 
because it is the very means of creat
ing trusts and monopolies tit the ex
pense of the common people. I 'ani 
not here, Mr. Chairman, to- array any 
one class against'another; I am not 
here to advocate, any special benefit 
for any industry that may be detri
mental to any other Industry and op
pressive to the people. All I ask is 
that you grant us, in the spirit of fair
ness and justice, the same privileges, 
the same.Apportunities that you do to 
others. The American farmer, al
though the very backbone of our coun
try, has never been unreasonable. He 
is always willing to give and take, 
but lie does ask and does expect that 
honesty, fairness, and reasonable
ness shall prevail. iNnrant to say fur
ther that so long as "this people of the 
great state of North Dakota shall send 
me nere as their representative you 
must expect ̂ me to contend'' for their 
interests to the extent of my ability 
and power. Let us enact good,honest, 
wholesome laws; and then fearlessly 
enforce them. (Applause.) 

Gasoline Engines. 
A gasoline engine is a' very neces

sary thing upon a farm for several 
reasons. During the day time it may 
be used to run a washing machine, 
feed mill, pump, sawing wood, which 
is a very large job on a farm and 
enough wood for a year, may be cut 
ahead In a short time with a gasoline 
engine. It is a very disagreeable 
task in the summer to come in from 
a day's work and have to cut wood: 

Also it is tiresome when you want 
some ground feed to have to haul the 
grain to town, wait until it is ground 
and pay 10 cents per 100 pounds to 
have it ground. With a small gaso
line engine which costs to run about 
one cent an hour for each horse pow-
er, it may be done in a little while, 
saving the trip to town and the haul
ing both ways of the feed. A fanning 
mill and separator may also be run. 
When used with a separator it in
sures an even speed all the time 
which in turn makes better cream, 
as running it by hand one is almost 
sure to go slower and faster by de
grees. 

At night it may be used with a 
small dynamo and made into a small 
electric light plant. To install a dy
namo and about thirty electric lights 
in the house and barn would cost be
tween $250 "and $300. A very small 
amount indeed in comparison with 
the benefit derived. , 

In conclusion, I say that no mod
ern farmer with any means at all 
should be without a small gasoline 
engine. As I have said it only costs 
about 1 cent per hour per horse pow
er to use one and if-the feed and la
bor of a horse is not worth more than 
one cent per hour then I will quit. 
Also most of the engines are very 
simple; a ten-year-old child can run 
one. All that there is to be done is 
to start it and stop it. Now farmers 
and stock men look into this and do 
not let another winter find you with
out a gasoline engine. 
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; Matinee and Night  ̂ /: 
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( Nash'» famous VaudevilKtn troupe of] headlines. A 
• monster bill at popular prices. Booked on a circuit of / 
seventy'Theatres// V A  ̂  ̂ -

-J* M-4? 

< A WP. and Mrs. .Danny Mann ̂  
f - -1 < Presenting Thar Beautiful Pastoral Playlet * 
4 V  •  MANDY HAWKINS 

 ̂ , Special scenery and effects "  ̂ '-xJ 
x V 

^ 4 « Ellsworth & Burt \" ^ 
In Their Screaming Farce, Domestic^Pets" * 

"" ' * & J j'*- ? 

The Great • Paul"': "'P'-" H 
In His Mystical Act—"The Siberian Torture Cell" ; 

, Paul is Monarch of Handcuff Kings ' 

'A- — 

/ 

Huntress 
TheSpectacularSerpantineDancer + H \\ 

Melville & Azelle ^ 
The Popular Entertainers in Their Original Skit, Jack the Hugger 

- ^: f— •••" 

Joseph Yaino 
The Only Midget Musician in Vaudeville 

, Eddie Collins r 
Character Con?edian—The Hilarious Side of Various Nationalities 

The Marvellous Yigfaro 
Vase Manipulator and Juggler S 

^ i Va n , / .  > ; - •  

Morey Long 
\\ Singing "Good Night, Beloved, Good Night" IHiwtrated 

Hadji Lessik 
Novelty Gun Spinner and Juggler : ' • .:•••• • • 

EDISON'S MOVING PICTURES 
Stolen^by^Gypsies and Saving His Wages 

Matinee, 10c, 25c 35c races: Night, 25c, 35c and 50c. 
• -\ -•• • - fi * . 
Boxes and1 Lodges, 75c 
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1,000 GUT GLASS 
WATER SETS FREE The Best Premium Offer Ever Made 

The Evening Times, the Fastest Growing Newspaper in the Northwest, Will Give 
Away Absolutely Free, to Both Old and New Subscribers 2ooo Sets— ' 

Seven Piece Water and Berry Sets. 

The Water Sets 
w/hich we show you on the right, consists of 

a handsome 10 inch cut glass pitcher 
with six handsome individual glasses, made xby 
the world famous Glass Workers, Herr Leisen-
dorf-& Co., of Bremen, Germany and their 
wares received 1 st Gold Medal at the St. Louis 
Exposition 1904. These sets are worth $500. 
each at any retail store. 

1,000 GUT GLASS 
BERRY SETS FREE 

This Sel Consists of Large Bowel and Six 
Berry Dishes 

1,000 Cut Glass 
Water Sets Free 
1,000 Cut Glass 
Berry Sets Free 

This Set Consists of One Pitcher and Six Glasses 

DON'T DELAY. WE POSITIVELY.WILL GIVE AWAY BUT 200 SETS " :' ;! ' ! 
The Berry Set consists of a large "cut glass berry bowl, 9* 

inches in diameter with six individual serving dishes the fin
est specimens of the glass workers' modern art. Every set 
a perfect one and a most magnificent adornment to any and 
all dining tables and side, boards, something that every 
household can use to the best of advantage. v 

FREE WITH THE EVENING TIMES. 

HOW T<5 OBTAIN THESE SETS FREE 
For every new subscriber deceived, for a six months' 

subscription to TUe Evening Times (daily) at 50 cents per 
month, we will ̂ present to you either a 7-piece water set or the 
7-piece berry set—absolutely free. > 

OLD SUBORIBERS 
If you are an old subscriber, you can upon paying up 

your back subscription and signing an extension of six months 
subscription contract receive one of these sets, the same as a 
new subscriber. •, <> -
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YOU PAY ffOTHING IN jkDVANOE. 
Upon delivenr of the set selected you pay two month'c 
cription in Myancf amounting to $100.. You pay the subscription in advance amounting to"$i0&Yoi" pay*"the 

balance of̂ *our four month's subscriptionat the rateof 50c 
per month. -

news at a time when jfeu fiiiilay aside your daQy bifciness 
cares and have time "to read it. Watch our Friday Evening's 
paper for Satprday'rbau^bis.̂  \ 

w 
<,' 

i 

Address all communications 
to 

W. H. ALEXANDER, 
Huiager Circulation Dept. 

SEND IN YOUR APPLICATION AT ONCE AS THE SUPPLY IS l lMiTFlft 
COUlfOM : :—: —  ̂ : * 41 

You may reserve L . Set and enter my name as a Subscriber to The Evening Times for _ ._ months: UDori 
receipt of premium I agree to pay 2 months subscription in advance. t:<" 

— ™—..Address  "  mm 
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R etail or wrijte  ̂

W. H. AT.»V^W]«» 

MaoagerOirculation Dept. 
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