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VOL. 3. JAMESTOWN, STUTSMAN COUNTY, D. T., SEPT, 7, 1880. NO.7 

• THE JAMESTOWN ALERT. 
ISSUED EVEHY TUESDAY MORNING 

BY MARSHALL MCCLURE. 

Official Paper of Stutsman County 

Terms:--Payable in Advance. 
OlfE COPY, one year, - - - $2 00 
ONE COPY, >ix months, • • *100 

Large stock of canned goods at Lyon's. 
New 6tock of fresh groceries, cheap as 

tbe cheapest. L. LYON. 

Mackerel, salmon, white fish, hallibut, 
herring, etc. L. LY'OH. 

Bargain in dry goods the coming week 
at Lyon's. 

If you want the best thresher manu-
lectured,'call on elder Inman. 

Groceries at wholesale and retail cheap 
for cash at Lyon's. 

Farmers, call on Lambert Smith if yon 
want your machinery fixed up in good 
shape. 

Please take notice. L. Ljon sells the 
best groceries and cheaper than an j house 
town. 

Shingles, mouldings etc. sold by J. R., 
Winslow. 

Cuitin is closing out a large and well 
selected stock of clocks at cost. 

Four new breaking plows for sale at 
half price for cash at L. Lyon's. 

For-sash, doors and blinds .just call on 
J R. Winslow. 

Harvesting gloves for sale cheap at L 
Lyon's. 

H. L. Inman sell the famous John 
Deer plows. They are tbe best and cheap* 
est lw/v • *: 

If you want a No. 1 bill of flooring, 
sash, doors and blinds, just call on J. K. 
Winslow. 

Remember that Curtin will pay tbe 
highest market price for wheat at his 
warehouse. 

For all kinds of sewing machine repairs 
aod needles call on Elder Inman. Chew
ing gum furnished lady customers. * 

J. R. Winslow sells the best quality of 
lumber and building material, sold in 
Jamestown and don't you forget it. 

If you want a Randall Harrow, call on 
F. L. Inman • He keeps a full line. 

Elder Inman is tbe man to go to to get 
a wagon, buggy, or anything in tbat line. 
He will have on hand a large stock of 
bob-sleds and sleighs this fall. Buggies 
end wagons now on band. It 

Grain Wanted. 
We desire to inform tbe farmers of 

Stutsman county and vicinity that we will 
be prepared to receive grain at our new 
«levator in Jamestown by the first of Sep* 
t ember. We wish to buy all tbe grain 
Cor sale in Stutsman county and will pay 
tbe highest cash price for the same. Stor
age capacity to tbe extent of forty thous
and bushels, after the wheat season is over 
at reasonable rates, 

Ang. 22. Bess & Conwi*. 

NOTICE .—There will be a Republican 
Countv Convention held at the court 
bouse in Jamestown on the SOtU day of 
Sept., 1880, at 4 o'clock p. m.,for the 
purpose of choosing a delegate to the 
judicial Convention, to be held at Fargo, 
on tbe 23d of September, 4S80, at 10 a. 
m., and for such other business as may 
come before the Convention. . • -

>-.• By order County Committee. 
JOHN J. NICHOLS. 
THOS. 8. COLLINS. 4 

Notice Jto the .Citizens of Stutus-
man County-

Ton'are all respectfully invited to at
tend a public meeting to be held at the 
school house in Jamestown next Satur
day evening, the 11th inst, at seven o'clock 
lor the purpose of explaining tbe difficul
ty between myself aod R. M. Winslow, 
ebout the ditch and mill dam, wbicb you 
ure all interested in. Come one, come all 
And oblige Yours Truly, A. KLAUS, 

I want a thoroughly trusty young man 
to live at my house and attend to cow, 
horses, garden, etc. Also, a youog girl 
to take care of children* Good <vages and 
a permanent place to satisfactory persons. 

It E. P. WEILS. 

NOTICE.—All outstanding accounts due 
me at this date must be paid within 30 
days to T. H. Bowditch. at Major Lyon's 
store., T. W. FIELDS. 

Joe IV^ls has finished stacking. 

Fat Moran is about to prove up on his 
homestend. 

Threshing on tbe Lloyd farms com
menced last week. 

Sheriff McKtcbnie will build tbe new 
bridge icroes tbe raging James. 

It is said tbat John Bell will come up 
for the office of county commissioner. 

The aspirants for tbe soon to be vacant 
offices in Stutsman county are many. 

John Vennum has moved into bis res
idence just west of Tbe Alert office. 

Farmer Sidmore is threshing his grain. 
It will take him about ten days to finish. 

The nomination of Pettigrew is a sur
prise to the Republicans of Northern Da
kota. 

Elder Inman has put a partition in his 
office and is having it lathsd and plaster
ed. 

Mr. and Mrs. McGee, who have been 
quite ill of late, have regained their 
health. 

Bush & Corwin shipped tbe first car 
load of wheat ot the season last Thursday 
afternoon. 

Our young Mend Mr. Wade had his 
left arm badly fractured one day last week 
by a pair of runaway mules. 

Dole & Elmer's billiard hall is getting 
very popular among the high-muck a-
mucks of tbe town. 

Capt. H. T. Elliott is making arrange
ments to prove up on his homestead in 
Lamore county. 

An ecclesiastical shin-dig and in-door 
pic-nic took place at the holy habitation 
Saint Taber last evening. 

D. M. Kelleher was of tbe opinion that 
Pettigrew would get the nomination, and 
as luck would have it, be did. 

B. S. Russell, ofSpiritwood has sever
al sections of choice larmii g lands lor sale 
which lie advertises in Tbe Alert. 

Carpenter Jordan has moved bis lately 
arrived family over Major Lyon's store 
where they will remain for the present. 

A. A. Allen, who has for the past few 
days been in Faigo attending the teichers' 
Institute, returned last Thursday evening 
to bless us with his presence. 

Mr. Henceal is installed is chief clerk 
at Nickeus* store, where be will be de
lighted to meet his friends in a business 
way. 

Keep out of debt and you will be hap-' 
py. One -pound of debt will breed ten 
pounds of anxiety and poverty. 

B. S. Russell has an advertisment in 
this issue which is worth reading. It can 
be found by turning to the second page. 

Mrs Jordan, wife of our well known 
carpenter, R. C. Jordan, Utely arrived.in 
tne city. We understand that Mrs. J. will 
make Jamestown her home in the future. 

We have received some verses from an 
unknown poet,, beginning, "How can I 
ease my throbing brew ?" Did you ever 
try a wet rag around your head? 

We notice that some of our citizens 
and farmers have already commenced to 
take an interest in securing articles to 
placee upon .exhibiton at the Minneapolis 
fair. 

Tbe Bank of Jamestown is the finest 
furnished institution of the kind on the 
N. P. west of Minneapolis and is doing a 
business that a city often thousand would, 
be proud of. 

Tbe weather during the greater par t of 
the past week has been very favorable to 
our farmers, who hovf not finished stack
ing. Stacking is going on without in
terruption, and every one appears to be 
happy! 

A. A. Allen, who has teen in attend
ance at the Teachers' institute in Fargo 
during the past week, returned last Thurs
day afternoon.. 

Jamestown, not unlike other places of 
its size and importance, had rather wait 
until after it has enjoyed a good blaze be
fore it takes any steps toward self-pro
tection. 

Plow around your houses, your grain 
stacks, and everything burnable that you 
do not care to loose. Remember that the 
time for prairie fires is approaching, arid 
unless you protect yourselves you are in 
great danger of being burned out 

Mr. Z. S. Martin has returned from his 
old home in Minnesota, where he has 
been for several weeks on business. *Es 
brought with him a large supply of apples 
arid other fruits, of which the Alert hails 
supply. Many thanks. •. < 

mmmvasBummam 
Sargent Brooch. of Fort Custer, passed 

through Jamestown last Thursday with 
four prisoners, en route for Ft. Snelling, 
where they will receive their sentence. 
Two of them for desertion and two for 
theft. 

I. W. Barnum will exhibit his immortal 
pulverizing harrow on Thursday, the 9th. 
It will 'pay our farmers, as many as can, 
to be present. Mr, B. is a practical man, 
and we have every reason to believe that 
the instrument is valuable to the farmer. 
See his advertisement on our editorial 

I 

#'"Mr. Johnson C. Nickeus, late of Wash
ington, D, C., has arrived in Jamestown, 
and taken possession of Vessey's old 
stand, which he has fitted up in the most 
attractive style and re-stocked with fresh 
and tempting articles of ever description 
in the line of groceries and general mer
chandise. Tou will find him an accom
modating and obliging gentleman. 

As the world grows older man becomes 
smaller in stature, and stronger in intel
lect. M^jor Lyon, who has just received 
direct from Chicago one thousand dollars' 
worth of gents' furnishing goods snd 
ready-made clothing; made this astonish
ing discovery while endeavoring tosslect 
a stack of goods that would fit and snit 
the present generation. 

Mr. Witt, the popular manager of the 
Continental HoM, in Fargo, was in town 
last Thuifcday. Mr. W. took a short ride 
in to the country and gazed upon some 
of our bonanza wheat fields. He says, 
"there is no use talking, the Red river val
ley cannot show any such wheat fields 
as you have here. Tour wheat will go 
more bushels to the acre, and there is no 
use of denying it." This statement cor-
oberates the assertion made by the Fargo 
Times not long since, that the James river 
valley was far superior to that of the Red 
river valley for wheat raising 

Scenty-five teams and wagons arrived 
here yesterday from Bismarck and the ex
tension and left to day for the lower 
James river valley where they will at once 
commence work on the grade of tbe 
Mitchell & Jamestown railway. The 
out fit belongs to contractors, Larson & 
Newport, and will commence operations 
about fifteen miles south of Grand Rapids 
and run fifteen imles further south to tbe 
point ffhere the old grade terminates. 
Mr. Larson thinks the road will be grad
ed to Grand Rapids this fall, but has no 
authority further than supposition upon 
which to base his opinion. 

A typographical error in Edward W. 
Decker's advertisment, made it read crook
ed, last week. Those who were pained 
or in any way discommoded inconsequence 
of the use of the initial letter M instead 
the proper letter W, in his name, or any 
one who might have spent an hour or two 
looking for that gentleman s place of busi
ness opposite the post office,where there is 
no building and never was, are requested 
to call at this office and gq£ treated to 
a dozen empty beer bottles, each, for their 
trouble. 

A startling disaster occured on Lake 
Huron last Thursday, which the latest re
ports, however, indicate to have been with
out loss of life. The steamer Marine City 
took fire near Alpena and burned to the 
water's edge. The first dispatch said 
some lives were known to be lost; but 
the latest from the scene of tbe disaster, 
says all escaoed. .There appears to have 
been great eriergy;'cooloes« and heroism in 
saving tbe lives of the passengers.—P. 
Press. - ^ 

Five jears ago this sunAr ye editor 
occupied the enviable pos^ron of table 
waiter on tbe unfortttnat* craft mentioned 
in the above. She had the reputation of 
of being the fiwtest psssenger boat on the 
lakes. 

He is a tender-foot from Michigan and 
his wife has gone back the states to get 
a drink of pure water. He loves the dear 
ladies, Oh! so much, and talys advantage 
of every opportunity to strike the happy 
medium their society affords him. So deep 
and profound was this Michigander's de
votion to the opposite sex that some of 
heartless young men sought one evening 
last week to cool his ardor by placing 
in his bed a large rag girl-baby, upon 
whose head was plased a lady's bonnet 
andjthen secreted themselves in an ad
joining room to watch the result of their 
heartless scheme. The result came, but 
The Alert being a strictly moral journal 
begs to be excused from disclosing it to 
a beetle* and unsympathising world. 

\-.fe ' : : 

The angle wormish principle, which oc
cupies a Iront roost in the brain kennel 
of a certain would be high muck-n-muck, 
becomcs apparent when that individual 
seeks to sneak into the good graces of Mr. 
Pettigrew by writing him a lofig letter 
booming with congratulations, &c., and 
stating tbat Stutsman county is solid for 
him when he knows tbat this county is 
not, and never was tor P< ttigrew. Mr. 
Pettigrew is not geneially known in this 
section, and until he is we doubt whether 
our people will consent to vote for bim 
la the Alert becomes convinced that Mr. 
Pettigrew is the best man for Stutsman 
county he will get its hearty support, and 
if it does not he will get its hearty con
demnation. There will be no milk and 
wster business about it. The Alert is an 
independent journal, and is not, and will 
not be the "lackj" of any political organi
zation or individual. Its principal aim is 
to be on the side which is for the best in
terests of the people it represents. 

The Worth and South Line. 
There is no use of dodging or trying to 

dodge the p&ht; Jamestown is sure to 
have a north and south line running the 
entire length of the valley, from Yankton 
to Devil's Lake, in less than two years. 
The surveys have already been made, and 
the grading is progressing with all pos
sible vigor. While this is going on James
town awaits with anxiety the results it 
will bring. Some of our citizens are of 
tbe opinion that the eriterprise will prove 
disastrous to Jamestown, while othero, 
with longer heads can see wherein it will 
greatly benefit our young city, and make 
it the center of two great commercial 
thoroughfares, viz: Tbe Northern Pa 
cific and the St. Paul and Pacific. There 
are hundreds of thousands of acres of tbe 
choicest lands Dakota affords tbat will be 
brought into a state of tillibility by this 
road that would never be so much as 
walked over by a gang of disinterested 
surveyors but for it. Consider the vast, 
and as yet unbroken territory south of us 
and north of us along the James river that-
has never been lifted from tbe hands of 
the Government. Nothing short of a rail
road will ever bring these lands into mar
ket, and not jUntil these lands have been 
bought and settled upon will Jamestown 
be anything but a way station with but 
one outlet. If we evpr expect to become 
a metropolis we must have something sub
stantial to back us up, and that something 
must consist of a thickly settled country 
around us. If the incoming road proves 
disa&trous to the business men of James
town, which we hardly think it will, the 
only redress for them is to move out into 
smaller towns along the line, and by so 
doing enjoy the same privileges they now 
enjoy. 

Beecher's Offers. 
The Duluth Tribune is responsible for 

the following, which is a portion of the 
late interview that paper had with Mr. 
Beecher. ' 'Referring to the terrible ordeal 
through which he passed a frw years since 
which happened to come up in conver
sation in the most accidental manner, Mr. 
Beecher broke out in a sort of 'by the way' 
form, and said: "Speaking about my 
experience as a lecturer, reminds me of 
some, I might say remarkable offers I 
received a few years ago. At a certain 
period in my life, which you no doubt 
well remember, I was offered by a sort of 
syndicate who was in the business, |300,-
000 if I would give them my time, in
cluding Sundays, for the space of twelve 
months^ They offered to pay me $100,-
000 in advance and the remaining $150,-
000 in twelve equal installments*" 

We naturally exclaimed. "What a temp
tation!" 

••Not a bit of it," he replied. •' Do you 
suppose I would go about the country 
like a monkey one year for $300,000 or for 
any other sum of money? This is only one 
of a score of offers I received. P. T. 
Barnum offered me $1<0,000 if I would 
lecture in his coliseum ten nights, choos
ing my own time and themes. A man in 
Baltimore offered me $400 an evening for 
a long term, if I would simply appear in 
the principal ball there with him, and sit 
on the stage thirty minutes each night in 
view of tbe audience, and not say a single 
word." • 

Change of Base. 
A, A. Allen has moved his law office 

next door west of the Jamestown Bank. 
64t . 

We clip tne following advertisement 
from the Davenport Gazette. It woulc} 
appear as if the people ot Davenport and 
surrounding country, were about to mnke 
Jamestown a visit. They will be wel
come : 
DAKOTA LAND EXCURSION to Jamestown 

via St. Paul and Fargo, October 4th. 
Hound Trip Tickets (good for 80 days) 
$23.00 (less thnn half price.) The best 
opportunity ever offered to see the 
Wheat fields of Dakota. Apply in per
son or by letter to J. M. Eldridge, 310 
Brady St., Davenport. 

A novel way of advertising tbe North
ern Pacific railroad has just been devised 
by James B. Power, land commissioner 
of tbat road. He has had a car built in 
tbe Brainerd shops expressly for exhibit
ing tbe agricultural products of Northern 
Minnesota in the East. Ranged around 
the sides of the car are bundles of wheat, 
oats, rye and barley, and specimens of 
twenty-three varieties of grasses, includ
ing red and white clover, timothy, blue 
grass, alfclfa, etc, while arranged on 
shelves are glass jars holding specimens 
of tbe various cereals grown on the line 
of the rood. The whole car, inside and 
out, is deoorated in a very neat and tasty 
manner, and the Northern Pacific may 
well be proud. It will doubtless bring 
many immigrants to this country. . 

The Democratic Convention. 
The County Convention of the unter-

rifled, called for the purpose of choosing 
a delegate to represent the Democratic end 
of Stutsman county at the territorial con
vention to be held at Sioux Falls, on the 
l&th of the present month, came off last Sat
urday" evening, as per call. Half an hour 
before tbe time arrived for the first gun 
to be fired, the only occupant of the court 
room was our friend D. M. Kelleher, 
Chairman of the County Committee, and 
and another gentleman whom we did not 
know; Presently a gentle little racket 
corresponding in sound to that of back-

a span of mules and an empty wagon 
out of a barn door, broke upon tbe ears of 
the lonesome two "They are coming," 
mused D. M. as he burled the stub of a 
cigar into a neighboring spittoon, A 
moment later there appeared in the door
way ••Uncle" McLean and "Judge" Kel
logg. D. M. groaned, and invited the 
gentlemen to sit down. They were ' tired', 
as usual, and obeyed. D M. then pro
ceeded to call tbe meetiog to order by 
stating tbe object of the convention, 
wbicb he did in bis usual eloquent man
ner. 

At the close of his remarks, Mr. Braune, 
followed by several other gentlemen who 
axe said to belong to tbe work train, 
drifted into the room. The boss 
moved that Mr. Braune act as chair
man for the evening, and Uncle 
McLean seconded the motion. Tbe mo
tion being carried, Mr. B. stepped for
ward and thanked the convention for the 
honor thus bestowed upon him. After 
which he proceeded to bore the conven
tion with a long, windy speech, which 
was not in any sense relative to the meet
ing. After he had tired himself out and 
disgusted every one, even to Bro. Kellogg 
and Uncle McLean, who were fast asleep, 
he sat down. 

Some gentleman at D. M.'s left proposed 
his name for consideration and before any 
one could second it, proceeded to put the 
question himself, entirely forgetting that 
he was stealing the laurels from the cap 
of the dignified chairman. A punch in 
the ribs from D. M. checked him, how
ever, in his mad career, and Mr. B. arose 
and put the motion, which had in the 
meantime been seconded by Uncle Mc
Lean. The vote was unanimous and Mr. 
Kelleher was declared the delegate to 
Sioux Falls. 

The democrats of Stutsman coonty, as 
a class, are educated and intelligent and 
among them are some of our leading citi
zens, and if they would turn out to the 
public meeting as it is their duty to do, 
they could accomplish something of credit 
to themselves and the county they so 
largely represent. Mr. Kelleher is * good 
party man, and will represent, without 
doubt, the democratic voters of the county 
in an able manner. They could not hsf» 
made a better choice. . \ 
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WASTED—A civil engineer to make 

Sriat of road and plans and specifications'^ 
or bridge on same. Enquire immediately.^ 

G. W. YEHHUM, County Clerk. -

A fine line of clothing now in stock. 
L. LYOH. 
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